October 11

Forty-First Semi-Annual Con-
ference of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints.

THRE Forty-first Semi-Annual Confer-
ence eonvened inthe New. Tabernacle,
Salt Lake City,at 10 a.m., on this the
Sixth day of October, 1871.

The names of the authorifies aad
leading elders on the standubeing much
ihe same as published in the minutes of
the Special Conference held yesterday,
it is deemed 'unnecessary to ineclude
them in these.

FripAy, Oct. 6th, 10 a.m,
“Ye wond'ring nations, now give ear.”

wa;hﬂung h]'ithﬂ choir, s

The opening prayer was offered u

by RKlder Orson Pratt., v
The choir sang:

‘“See! all creation joins
¥o praise th’ eternal God., "’

RLDER WILFORD WOODRUFF ad-
dressed the Conference. Allof his ex-
perience confirmed him in the faith
that we were entirely dependent on the
Almlghl{ofor all things, The servants
of God bore record that the work we
were engaged in was true. They did
not gain this knowledge through hear-
ing others testify to its truthfulness.
Each individual must receive it for
himself or herself,by the inspiration of

the Holy Spirit. This had been the
prineiple upon which the ple of
(God in all days had relied. pon this

that Joseph

g:lilnoiplu he could testi
e living God,

ith was a prophet of
raised up as an instrument to usher in
the great last dispensation. He had
been intimately acquainted with the
prophet, whom he knew to have been
snimated with a fervent desire to bless
and benefit hia fellowmen. Joseph
Smith was taught by holy messengers,
These were his teachers, and they in-
formed him that the tima had come
for the establishment of the kingdom
of God on the earth, which would
gather people out of every system and
sect in the world. He labored faith-
fully in laying the foundation of the
great work of the Lord until he sealed
his testimony with his blood. Although
he was slain, the principles he sacri-
ficed his life to establish still lived and
flourished.

President Brigham Young was before
the world. He had been acquainted
with him since 1833, and could bear
record, with uplifted hand before heav-
en, that he never had heard him give
any eounsel to any person other than
was consonant with principles of peace
and righteousness. His course had
been one of uprightness and justice
Many then in meeting Enew that he
had been a true man in every réspect
When the dark days existed among the
Saints at Kirtland, when it was almost
28 much as & man’s life was worth to
confess that Joseph Bmith was a Truph-
et of God, Brigham Young upheld and
sustained the prophet. € Ccame
with him to these valleys, when they
presented a barren and uninviting
appearance, and now look at the
great work that had been accom-
plished here, through his untiring en-
ergy and wisdom in the hands of God,
and in connection with his brethren.

He eontinued speaking for some time
longer, expressing his deeires concern-
the salvation of the human race, allud-
ed to his travels and labors for that pur-
pose, and showed the extent and disin-
terestedness of the labors of the Elders
of the Church in carrying the gospel
to the nations. He ex ?Inlned the relig-
ious rights to which all men were en-
titled, stating that God the Father and
Jeaps Christ the Redeemer allowed the
human race perfect liberty in this res-
pect, and no man or class of men had
the leaet right to curtail it. The con-
stitution of the country guaranteéd it
to all. He also discoursed on the patri-
archal order of marriage, explained the
eternal nature of that ordinance, and
the only way by which the social or
family relations formed here conld be
binding in the world to come., He was
willing, and so were the great bulk of
the Latter-day Saints, to obey every
good and constitutional ]aw enacted by
the government of our country. With
laws, however, which were designed
to infrisge upon his or their rights, as
freemen, he could not say quite so
mueh,

The building of Temples was men.
toned by the ker. The saiuts
sheu!d be energetic in performiog that

work, that those sacred and holy ordi-
nanees necessary for the salvation of the
dend might be attended to. '

H

THE DE

The Brigham City (Professor Fish-
burn’s) choir sang:

~ “Praise ye the Lord.”

ELDER C, C. RicH expressed his
gratification at the privilege afforded
him of listening to the testimonies and
instructions enunciated by his brethren,
He had been connected with the church
for the past forty years, during which
time he had labored, in connection with
others, in helping to build up the King-
dom of God. In deing this work, they
had met with many and formidable ob-
stacles, yet in every trial a spirit of

eace and comfort from the Lord had
en enjoyed. They never had sought
to encourage principles that would tear
down or destroy, but, on the contrary,
had sought to foster and develop what~
ever tended to build up and save. The
works of this people showed that they
had taken that course. They had sought
to eatablish good. Satan had been at
war with the principles of right since
the beginning, and would continue to
oppose them until he was bound and
had no longer any power on the earth.
He then contrasted the gospel of
Jesus Christ with the various ious
systems now extant on the earth, show-
ing that the former not only pointed to
A glorious and happy future in the
world to come, but the practical appli-
cation of its principles brought salva-
tion and peace in the present existence.
He bore testimony that he knew Joseph
Smith was a prophet of God, and also
that Brigham Young was a prephet,
and that he had obtained.this know-
ledge by the imspiration of the Al-
migbty. y
The meeting adjourned till 2 p.m.

“f will praise thee.”

was sung by the choir, and prayer was
offered by Elder George Q. Cannon,

2prP.M,, FRIDAY, Oect. 6th.

‘*Though nations rise, and men conspire,
Their efforts will be vain,”’

was supg by the c¢hoir.

Prayer by Elder HorRACE B, ErL-
DREDGE,

The choir sang
“*All praise to our redeeming Lord.”

Elder JAMES B, BROWN spoke of the
nature of the testimony received by
those who embraced the gospel, ehow-
ing that it was not a testimony that
was received through the evidence of
the outward senses, It was ‘‘a more
sure word of prophecy,’’ and it was this
testimony that had induced ¥o many
Feo le to leave their homes and friends
n distant iands to come here. He had
received that testimony hir self, and
could bear witness that the &..zce gos-
pel taught by Jesus in his day . was be.
ing preached by the Elder. of this
chureh; also to the truth of the Book of
Mormon and. the Bible. He brought
forth evidence from the latter book in

support of the patriarchal order of mar- l

riage.
Professor Fishburn’s choir sang,

Great is the Lord! ’tis good to praise
His high and holy name.”’ ’

Bisgor WiLniaM H. CLurF BSpoke
of the manner in which the El-
ders of Israel went forth to preach
the gospel of -salvation, and alluded to
his lavors while on his recent mission
to Bcandinavia, giving a brief sketeh of
his travels and ministry in that part of
the globe, The ple in the church
there were generally poor, but notwith-
standing this they were liberal in sus-
taining the mission and were doing all
in their power to emigrate. Before
leaving to return home, he had prom-
ised such that he would Jay their case
before their friends in Utah on the first
opportunity that presented itself
Many people here had promised, by let-
ter to them, that if their friends in the
old country could borrow the means
necessary to emigrate with, they would
refund the same in grain, stock, real
estate or some such way. He would
say to such that there was an excellent
opportunity for such persons to fulfill
their promises. He would address him-
self more particularly to the Beandina-
vians on this subject.

PRESIDENT GEORGE A, SMITH here
requested Bishop Cluff to speak in the
Scandinavian language, which he did
continuing bis reinarks for some time
in that tongue,

FLDER GEORGE Q. CANNON thought
it was an excellent thivg to have the
KElders bear testimony to the work of
God. Their testimonies had a respon-
sive echo in the heart of each Saint.
One of the most remarkable features
connected with this work was that peo-

e receiving its principles in every

ing
Lt“iﬂlhd' The wicked might scheme

SERET NEWS,

thing that this great and wonderful
work was founded by a boy., This work
was a problem that none of the learned
of the age had been able to solve. If
the statements made concerning it were
true—that it was an imposture, where
could the true gespel be found? Where
could be discovered so many evidences
of divinity in any other system? We
‘went forth to preach this gospel be-
cause we had received the holy priest-
hood, and woe unto us if we failed to
declare it after having received the au-
thority to disseminate its principles.
We had gone forth in weakpess, but
had been sustained by God, for when
we had baptized people and laid hands
upon them, He had sent upon them the

oly Ghost., He knew this was the
work of God because the Almighty had
revealed it fo him,

PRESIDENT GEORGE A. SMITH an-
nounced that a Priesthood meetin
would be held at 7 p.m,, in the Ol
Tsbernacle, the princi object of
which was to take into consideration
the building of Temples.

Confereuce adjourned till Friday at
10 a.m.

The choir sang,

#Give ear to my word.”

Benedictory prayer by President D
H. Wells,

‘While the assemblage were leaving
the I'abernacle, the Fishburn cheoir

sang,
“The meuntain brave.

i P.M,

The priesthood meeting in the old
Tabernacle was well attended, the
building being completely filled. Bis-
hops John Sharp and Edward Hunter,
President D H. Wells and Elder Wil-
ford Woodruff were the speakers, each
of whom spoke with great power, im-
parting valuable instructions regarding
the building of Temples and kindred
subjects. It was concluded to build a
Temple in St. George, and, if possible,
to complete the mason work of the
same during the coming winter.

SATURDAY, Oct. Tth, 10 a. m,
‘‘Come, listen to a prophet’s voice,”

Was sung by the choir.
Prayer by Elder Joseph F, Smith.
The choir sang,

“Come, all ye saints who dwell on earth.”

ELDER Iaﬁw g:oo mc} w? E:?i.
peculiar people. e people o n
all ages had been regarded as such by
the bulk of mankind. The Latter-day
Saints w~ere peculiar because they
waroed the world to abandon their sin-
ful ways and turn to the Lord. When
the generatious of men had been thus
warued by the servants of God in all
ages and those warni;gs had; been un-
heeded, the consequer ces had been dis-
astrous ' the dischedient, The same
results v uuld follow the warnings utter-
ed and t.~timonies b.roe by the Elders
of Israel in these days. He referred to

| the 3rd ehapter of the Acts, in support

of the faith of the Latter-day SBaints in
the doetrines of faith in Jesus
Christ, baptism, by divine au-
thority, for the remission of sins, and
the laying on of hands for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost. He testified
that he knew that the Latter-day
SBaints taught and practised the same
gospel that was taught by Jesus and
his ancient apostles, and spoke of the
prophetic sayings of Paul and others
with regard to the falling away from
the true plan of salvation and its ulti-
mate restoration ia the last days, show-
that thoee predictions hnci been

and plan for the overthrow of God’s
work, but all their plots would utterly
fail. 1his work would never stop, but
would triumph over all its enemies. He
exhorted the people to sustain the
priesthood and not indulge in finding
iault with God’s anointed, He knew
that Joseph Bmith was & prophet of
God, and that Brigham Young was his
legal and duly authorized successor; he
Enew this by revelation from God.

Up, awake, ye defonders of Zion,"

was saopg by the Fishburn choir.

EvLper Davip McCKENzZIE felt that
he was in the house of his friendes;
among those whose hearts were open fo
the revelations of the Almighty. He
bad no disposition to say anything that
would cause any additional frietion to
the ill feeling which, to say the least,
had been most maliciously stirred up
by certain parties. Eis disp~silion was
more to pour oil on thetroubled waters
He would say that i those endeavor-
ing to cause trouble here would repent
of their sins and seek unto the Lord for

and obtained the same testimony con- | wisdom to evable them to administer

cerning it.' It was also a remarkable | even-handed justice, they would feel
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much better than they now did. Has
continued to speak on the doctrine
of plural marriage, and quoted the
scriptures in support of the faith of the
Latter-day Sainis ‘concerning that
order. If those adopting and practic-
{ Dg that law were, as claimed by soms,
guilty of ‘‘lascivious cohabitation,’
why did net the Lord check it among
ancient Israel? He quoted froma the
history of the Reformation to show
that Melancthon, Luther and other
great reformers were of the decided
opinion that there was nothing in the
gospel of Chriat which set aside the law
of Moses relaling to marriage. Po-
lygamy originated by revelation from
(Ged, and he wished to know whether
it would not be as consistent for certain
parties to send their Marshal, with a
writ, after the great origimator of the
doctrine, ' as-to taking their presemt
course toward certain respected citizens.
In the days of Joseph Smith, the
prophet, there was not a true Elder in
the Church, who would not have {
sacrificed his life rather than that Jos-~
eph’s blood should have been shed.
i avi;hid to k*.;mw wl:;tﬂ.har thm
ngs of the people were different
with regard to President Young. The

res ' E“ of the vast congregation was,
o!

““We thank thee, O God, for a prophat,”
Was sung by the Fishburne choir.

BisHOP ELIJAH F,SBHEETS madesome
remarks prinulpa.l]{ concerning the law
of tithing and the building of Temples.
Were the Savior to come to the world
now, he would not have a hosuse te
come to. We looked forward to His sec~
ond advent, and when he did l.p‘¥m,hu
would suddenly come to His Temple.
The duty of this people therefore was
to pay their tithes and offerings, that a
place might be prepared o receive Him,
and in which the holy ordinances for
the living and the dead could be
given an received, that tha con-
necting link might be formed be-
tween us and our fathers who have
gone before wus, for the faith of this
people taught them that they would
have the privilege, if faithful, of strik-
ing hands with their aneestora in the
kingdom of God, Lat the peoplsthere-
fore pay their tithes and offerings, that
the store house of the Lord might be
filled, and pay them in their kind and
at the proper time. He knew that this
was the work of God, that Josepi
Smith was a prophet and that Brigham
Young was his rightfal successor.

He spoke of the past history of the
Church, showing that each time the
Saints had been driven, it had
increased their strength, and said that
if their enemies wanted them to ato
growing the best thing they could deo
would be to let them alone.

The cheir sang

““The Seraph’s anthem,""

- Conference adjourned till 2 p.
Prayer by Elder B. Young, jun

SATUBDAY, Ocr, 7ih, 2 P, wm,

“‘Behwld, the mountain of the Lard
In latter days shall rise,”

was nungb the cholir.

Prayer by Elder GEORGE @. Cap-
NON.

The choir sang,

“How beauteous are their fest,
Who stand on Zion’s hill!"’

ELDER GEO. Q. CANNON prosemied
the Authorities of the Ch ‘to the
Conference, The votea to sustain fthem
in the following order were unanimous:

Brigham Young, President of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latber-day
Saints; George A. Bmith, his first, and
Daniel H. Wells his second councilog.

Orson Hyde, President of the Quoram
of the Twelve Aposties, and Orson
Pratt, Ben., Johmn Taylor, Wilford
Woodruff, Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo
Snow, Erastus Snow, Franklin D,
Richards, George Q. Cannon, Br
Young, Jun., Joseph F. Bmith, and
Albert Carrington, members of said
Quorum.

John Smith, Patriarch of the Church.
John W. Young, President of this

| Btake of Ziou, and George B, Wallace

and John T. Caine his councilors,

William Eddington, John L, Blythe,
Howard ©. Spencer, John Bquires,
Wm. H. Fulsom, Emanuel M. Marphy,
Thos. E. Jere ny, Joseph L. Barfoot,
Samuel W. Richards, John H. Humell,
Miner G. Atwood, Wm. Thorn, Dimick
B. Huntington, Theodore McKoan and
Hosea Stout, members of the High
Council.

Elias Bmith, President of &ha b
Priests’ Quorum, and Edward -
grove and Elias Morris as hils onunocil-
ol8,



