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IN the presence of so large an audi-
ence as we have here to-day, every-
one ought to sit very still and repress
every noise as much as possible, for
the acoustic properties of this taber-
nacle are of such a character that
the combination ot sounds—shuffi-
ing of feet, crying of babies, walking
about of children—drown th

ers voice however strong it may be.
Every person should therefore keep
as still as ible. Nohuman pow-
er can make a congregation like this
hear unless the congregation itself

sits quietly, and bables should not
be allowed to disturb thoge in their

immediate neighborhood. It may
be very interesting to the mother;
she may think the music of her ba-
by’s voice very sweet;but those who
come to hear are not interested in
hearing it.

In coming together as we have
done upon this occasion and durin
this erence, we should be so
united in our faith that when a
speaker arises the people will draw
from him that instruetion which
they need. Many of you have come
Jong distances. I seesome here up-
wards of 300 miles from their homes,
and of course when men take such
Jluurnays, traveling about 700 miles

n the round trip to come to Confer-
ence, there should be something im- |
parted Lo them that will be a profit
to them, that they may feel satis-
fied when they leave here that the
Journey has been well taken. Now,
there are topics enough before us,
topics of great, vital importance to
us as a

ation.

We have been told—indeed it is a
constant comment about us—that
we are a peculiar people. We know

tEE nErsu]?BE. : It is a very remark-
frmen, dhad dil.isa Man ~h
the world calis ‘*"Bpinr:'rmn:::a:t'ﬁ?ﬁ‘zuj,',""'i has

gathered only here and there one
out of the families of the earth, and
as the most of you who are adults
well know, you were, as a general
thing, different from the rest of your
family in many respects. It seemed |
as though you were waiting for

A speak- | Tay

g | were willing to receive the truth,

people which we should con- | the foundation of this, the
sider and which upon occaslons like | work that has ever been established
this are appropriate for our consider- | ypon the face of the earth. Amd

| Where is the evidence that Joseph

and how willingly they have receiv-
ed the trut! and borne testimony to
it when they heard it. I remember
well my own mother’s experience.
I was a little boy sitting beside her
the first time she saw an Elder. Bhe
had never heard of the Latter-day
Saints or *“*Mormons,” cshe did not
know that he was one; she did net
even know that he was a professor
of religion; but she had been waiting
for somethlng. @My father and
mother were both Episcopalians,
but they had no faith in thesystem,
it was cold and inan‘mate, there was
nothing lifelike or godlike about it.

When he left the house she said to| pany

me, ‘¢ , that is & man of God.”
She had a testimony to that effect,
although, as I have said, she did not
know he was even a prdfessor of re.
ligion. That Elder was President
lor. And when he began to talk
afterwards regarding the principles
of the Gospel, she was ready to be
baptised, for it was that for which
ghe had been waiting, her heart was
prepared for it, and there are ‘thou-
sands and thousands of such in-
stances among the péople ecalled
Latter-day Saints. God prepared
thelr hearts before hand, and ihe
Elders found them without much
difficulty. It is true they had to
labor and contend with Fothers, but
those who were the honest hearted
sons and daughters of God, who

received. it without much difficulty,
as [ have said. And it is a wonder
ful fact that in accordance with the
scriptures God is gathering together
a people to lay the foundation of this
great work, concerning which all
the prophets have spoken. God has

edieted through the mouthsof His

oly Prophets—and their words are
to be fouad in the Bible—that in
the last days there should be just
such a work as that which we wit-
ness—that is, one of a city and two
of a famity being gathered together
in order that there might he a re-
presentation of all the families and

races of men upon the earth, tolay
greatest

yet men talk of there being no
evidlence in favor of *“Mor-
moniem.”” They eay, Where

is the evidence of ita divinity?

S-ith was & Prophet of God? Show
us & 8ign tnar we may sve whether

you are the reople you profess to be?
W‘]:r‘ hawa in thooa "»arnsmiains i

one of the greatest signs presented
to all the inhabitants of the earth
that ever was shown to man—a
sy-Jem, an organization com posed of

ple from every creed, and it may

something to come along a little
different from anything

taught in your Sunday schools, in
your chapels and in your meeting-
houses and churches, did not accord
with your views concerning God
“and Christ, and the plan of salva-
tion; and yet, had you been asked

that you | and from every
had heard. The systems of religion, | ered

the ideas that were inculcated by |in Jjove, and worship
your teachers and that you were |cording to the laws which He has

sald from every civilized creed,
civilizeu race, gath-
ther, dwelling in union and
ping God ac-

there is

given with a onen¢ss, with a unon,
with a love that is unexam pled upon
the face of the earth. Nowhere elce
can such a thing be found; and 1
often think when men talk aboutde-
Jusion, and about the shrewd lead

what you believed in, where you
Iﬂl?nuld to find that which you
d

have been im
done s0. Yet there was a

in yout hearts for somethin jg
something mnobler, something more

Godlike, something after the apos- |
tolic plan of salvation. Anditis a
remarkable fact that the Elders of

ersof this people, and that by the

power of thelr shrewdness and the

leve in, or to define your |gstrength of the imposture, they are
ideas of what you wanted, it would | abJe to hoodwink the
ble forycu to have | |aqq them astray, that it takes more
yearning | faith to believe that theory than it
higher, | does for the Latter-day Saints to be

people and to

lHeve the truth as we have received
it. If this be imposture where is
the truth? The Gospe

this Church, in their travels and ad-
ministrations among the ple,
though they have had’ great diffi-
culties to contend with, have had
persecutions and all manner of evil
things sald about them, have been

frequently moht ed and driven—that
notwithstanding they have had

these difficulties to contend with, it
has been an easy matter to bring
those who are now ILatter-day
SBaints into this Church. When the
Elders found the honest in heart,
when they found men and women
who were meek and lowly,who were
prayerful, who believed in the Bible,
who were willing to accept truth
however 1 wmight come to
them, however unpopulor its advo.
cate might be—when they ‘found
people of this description, they have
never had any difficulty in gather.
ing them out. The Latter-day
Saints throughout these valleys,
from north to south, have been ga-
thered without muech, if any, trou-
ble on the part of the Elders, for the
word of God has come to them in
the power and demonstration of the
Holy Ghost, and they have heen
convinced of the truth very fre-
quently before they scarcely I »ard it.
This is very remarkable--remarkable
how the hearts of the people have
heen prepared to receive the Elders,
how their minds have been softened,

L]

strife, to make men and women live
together as brethren and sisters, and
it has done so for us and it is doing
s0 and it will do so more and more,
and it will build up a system such as
cannot be found on the face of the
earth. And itis growing and in-
creasing. It is likea little leaven,
and by and by it will leaven the
whole lump, and the influence and
the power that will go forth from
this people will be felt throughout
the whole earth.
great thing to say, and men, looking
at us numerieally, think we sre ex.
ceedingly presum ptuous to advance
such an idea,
true. The union of this people, the
power which acecompanies them and
the effect of their example will be
felt more and more, a1id the truth
will econtinue to spread until all
honest-hearted peo
vineed of thetruth of the statements
which are made con erning the res
toration of the everlasting Gospel in
its original purity and power, and
those who may not be prepared tore:
ceive it--will sooner or later respect it
and admire it and be wiiling toshare
in the benefits which will accrue
from its establishmen' on the
earth, _

Now, my brethren and silers,

|

| wh:n we deal we should be v

but it is nevertheless | they can take advantage

e will be con-|do n thing of the Kkind grieves the

there is one thing above everythiug

else that every speaker frem this
stand would like to impress upon
your minds, and that is, when you
go away from this Conference that
you carry with you the”determina-
tion to live and o out in your
lives the principles that you profess.
That is all that we can ask of you.
Liive your religlon—that embodies
all that can be said to you. Therelis
glory in i1, there is happiness in it,
peace in it, there i1s virtue
in it, there is wealth in it, there js
exaltation in it, there is no gift or
blessing or power that it does not
contain and that does not accom-
it. On the other hand, violate
tne principles of your religion, devi-
ate from the path that God has
marked out, and there is sorrow and
misery for you, if persisted in.

You have been gathered together
in the most wonderful manner thut
any people ever were. We falk
about the gathering of the children
of Israel u. der Moses. I consider
that that mighty movement fades
away in comparison with the gather-
ing that is now goingon This
ple have been brought from the va-
rious notions of the earth, and you
have received a testimony from
God concerning this work. You
know for yourselves if you are living
as you should do—conceining these
things. How necessary it Is, then,
that you should carry out these
pfinciples. Bnt the great difficult
we have to contend with is that we

| he neglected this other duty. I tell
peo- | the people and not

I

¥ |

have got an old wagon, but my
neighbor, who has not my experi-
ence wants a wagon; 1 can trade
that poor on to him, I can get a
m Jlrice for it,and 1 shall thank

I can do #0.” 1 tell yousueh
things are very sinful and are not
from God. When we, professing to
be Latter-day SBaints, do such things
we grieve the Spirit of God and
cause Satan tb Jaugh. These are
practical duties. I would give more
for a Latter day Saint who if I em-
ployed him to do me a job and he
did it right, than I would for a man
who would offer & long prayer and
tell the Lord a great many things
that might be very good, and did
not do the work honestly. 1 would
rather b: ve a man that was honest
in his dealings with his neighbor—a
man that if I wanted to buy a horse
[ could g to him with the full as-
surance that he would do the square
thing by me—than 1 would have a
man who offers very long prayers if

you that the Lord wants works from
professions. We
have got lota of profession. There
are fome men very eanctimoniou

and because they can pray well an

are looked upon as good Latter-day
Saints they think they are privileg-
ed to take advantage of their neigh-
bor. Now, [ tell you that we want
a religion that is different to this.
We want a religion of honesty. If I
say a thing to a man I ought to live

bring with us our traditions and pre- | so that he will believe every word I
concelved ideas, and to overcome |say. IfI sell him a

these is the great labor we bave to
contend with; it is a lubor that we
should set ourselves industriously,
patiently, perseveringly to acco .-
plish. I.et us be pure in cur hearts,
in our langua.e, in our conduet, in
everything that we think and say
and do. Let us seek for purity; let
us inculcate purity; Jet us take the
principles of the ‘sospe! and teach
them to our children and endeavor

iece of proper-
ty I should tell him the truth about
ity there should be no concealment,
no lying or allowing the man to ve
deceived. It is on that account that
| despize this trading. Some men
live by trading, and in the long run
somebody is cheated in the commu-
nity. There are times, of course,

don’t want sueh frankness around
me, I would rather a man would
hold his tongue and not indulge in
such expressions ss are hurtful to
people’s teelings. We should so live
that our examplesas fathers and mo-
thers will be worthy ef imitation by
our children, You see u brawling,
boisterous, swearitg man, and his
children will copy afte him. You
#ee a man that the opposite of
that, and his children will bear his
example in mind. If heisa prayer-
ful man, his children are likely to
be praye-ful also; if he be honest
and trutlful and keeps his word
strictly, ttat lesson will not be lost
upon his children. If I were ayoung
man and wanted to marry, I would
not go to & house where there was
continual quarrelling between the
husband and wife and children; I
would not want toselect a wife from
such a family; I would want to go
where reigns, the of
God, which every man, woman and
child in their hearts and in
their habilations. That is our pri-
vilege. These are very simple
things, snd yet nobody has gotten
true :eligion who does not ess
these gifis. Wemay talk about our
religicn; we may boast abou: it; we
may tell about its gifts and powers;
we may tell about the manite-ta-
tions we have had; but after all; the
marr: w of our religion lies in the
performance of those every day du-
::aa, some of which I have alluded

There is one thing that has struck
me as very remarkable about the
Latter-day Saints. God in the early
day of this Church told us that we
should be a people that should have

peace, and be has given unto us a
revelation which says, that ‘it shall

come to among the wicked,
that every man that will not take

when men can exchange property
and both partizs be = benefitted
thereby. If one man has a piece of
property than another man wants,
and the other has a piece

to make them betier Latter-
day - BSaints than we are; let
us do everything we can

in this direction, and then if we do
this there will be no vice in vur
land; liquor saloons, gambling
houses, houses of prostitution and
the other evils that abound in the
worid wilinot be found within our
borders, Itshould be our aim to so
live thut these things shall be re-
pressed, completely extinguished
It is a shame ior anyone profesesing
to be what se are to enter a liquor

ealnnn. o= ta patranize one, or to pa-
trouize any of these evils] auu we

should withdraw the hand of fellow-
ship from all who do. Drunkenness
certainly will never be countenanc-
ed by the Lord. It is a gross vice,
and it will bring the Jloss of the

Spirit to everyone who indulges in |

it, and so with these other vices to
which I have aliluded. No one can
be a Latter-day
these things, Weshould be honest,
we should be truthful, our word
should be like the words of the
Lord, that is, in our sphere. When
a man says a thing to his neighbor
he should 80 Jive that his neightor
can have confldence in him., When
he makes a promise that promise
should be sacred, and if he eannot
fulfll it let him explain the reason
80 that confidence may be preserved,
When we borrow we should repay;
pright
in our dealing, I would iike it to be
the case among us that when a man

1 of Christ|has a horse to sell that he will tell | hear a woman
was to produce union, its mission | all he knows' about itand not en-|children and m
was to produce love, to destroy|deavor to take advantage in any | hot for her hus
shape or form. The same Wwith a|ever, hear them,

wagon, a8 cow, 8 piece of land, or a
house, or anvihing else, that &8 man

will tell what he knows about these | ion.
things so that confidence may be|should go to God and
maintained. There are some men | tience, that the
of whom I have heard who when |ion may rest down

they make a trade think chat the

one with whom they trade ought to| h

have his own eves open, and if he

does not and is taken advantage of | depths,
because of his inexperience or being | we do not com prehend its
I know it is a|tooconfidinv, the one who gets the | and blessings,
bargain is not to blame, but to be|ou

congratula‘ed on his good luck. In.
deed there are some men who, if

way, would think nothing of bow-
ing down on their knees and thank-
ing God for having made 80 goou &
targain. Now, &8 man who ealls
himesell a Latter-day Saint and w 1l

.

spirit of the [.ord. Agasin, if a man
employs you to doa piece of wurk,l
that work should be well done
whether he is there to
see it done or not. Axad when
employers agiee 10 pay & cerlain
price or & certain” kind of pay they
should abide by their agreement.
But there is 8 great deal or trickery
ino such matters, Some people think
“lam & good (rader; I can sell a
horse for more than it is worth; I

~aint who practices |

of property that suits the
first party, a mutual benefit
results from the exchange. There
are other instances of this kind

the sword against his neighbor must
needs flee unto Zion for safety.”
Now that day will come just as sure
as God bas spoken, and we of all peo-
ple on the face of the earth ought to
be & peaceful people in view of this
promise—no quarrelling, no seeking
to injure each other, no doing vio-
lence to one another, I have heard

which frequently oceur; but it
should be done on the square, An

man who takes advantage in this di-
rection cannot be a Latter-day Samnt
in truth and deed, and God will
hold him accountable for his con-

duct. Onrs anght tn he ligio
works ar:d not of pro HEIU‘E; = E

should be a religion that we can

vaiiy with us lu our every day werk
—a religion that will make a man

a better son, a better brother, a be!-
ter husband, a better father tEnm he
would be without it, and I would not
give a fig for a religion that did not
have that effect. When I hear men
quarreiing with their children, hus-
bands with their wives, wives with
their husbands, I say there is not
much religion about that Kkind of

in this | self-examinat

work or eonduet., A man who is not
kind to his wife needs some religion.
A man who is not kind to his child-
ren and to his neighbor’s needs rome
religion, and he needs the religion of
Jesus Christ. A man who is indo
lent and neglects his duties, needs
more religion, the religion of Jesus
Christ, to make him more industri-
Ous. A indolent man cannot have
much of the Spirit of God about
him; an uncleanly man, and certain-
ly an impure man, a dishonest man
cannot have much of it. When I
quarrelling with her
aking the house too
band—I rarely, if
because I do not go-
where they are, but I hear of them
—I think that woman needs relig-

When she loses patience, she
ask for pa-
power of her relig-
u he -,

The great difficulty with us is: We
ave a religion and do not seek for
its power, we do not dive to its
we do not rise toits heights,
beauties
: We go along with
l seeking after our God and the
weggof our God as we should do,
f we would devote a little time to
ion when we go to bed,
review the events of the day, see if
our conduct has been such as God
can approve of and as enables us to
lie down with a conscience void of

offence towards God and all
men, we do well, and if we
cannot do that it is time to

repent. If we have wronged any-
body we should make it right. And
when something comes along to
cross us or disturb gur equaninity,
instead of throwing eut words that
are like daggers, lacerating the feel-
ings of those to whom they are ad

dressed, we should shut our mouths.
Soine people pride themselves in
what they call their frankness and
Candor in this respect. I tell you, I

of men threatening to do something
that would involve the shedding of
blood if certain things were done to
them. Why, it is a most horrible
thought, for there is no salvation for
the murderer. There is no ple
on this broad con inent who cherish

thao nonstitution of the United State
as a sacred Instrument a0y more, u:

asmuch as do the Latter day Rai

in these mountains, Buﬁagng :ittIL ;;
we do to be inspired of God, and
given for an €xpress purpose, of
course we a tach a great deal of rev-
erence to that instrumeut. We do
not always Pay reverence to officials,
because of their mal-administration
of the lawe; bur the instrument its-
self, and "the form of govern-
ment we live under, we think
18 equalled by none upon the /ace of
this broad earth; we think it is the
greatest form of vernment, the
freest, the most liberal, the best
adapted for men and women, that
ever was instituted by man among
men. This we hold in our hearts,
in our heart of hearts, concerning
this government. But then a great
many people are not suited because
we take the liberty of criticising cer-
tain officials. There have been a
good many who have trampled upon
the principles of the Constitution;
but these outrageous acts, even
against 2 people such as we are, do
not atlect the instrument, the fab-
ric or the genius of our institutions
and on this account we are t.l'ulj:
loyal. When the South raised the
flag of rebellion, there was no well
Informed Latter-day Saint who
could approve in his heart of such
conduct, however mu h we might
have expected it, Jose;sh Smith hav-
ing predicted, nearly 30 years before
the rebellion brokeout, that it would
occur—however much this might be
the case there was nothing connect-
™1 with the principle of secession or
reiwxllion that met with the approval
of the Latter-day Saints, An it is
& remarkable fact that «od th rough
the acts of our enemies caused us to
be placed in a position where, in the
war of the rebellion we should not
be compelled te shed the blood of
our fellow men. H:d we remained
in New York, where our people first
settled; or afterwards in Ohio; had
we remained in M ssouri, to which
State they subreguently emigrated
and from whence they were
cruelly driven; had they remsained
In Illinois, where they afterwars
took refuge, and from whence they
were also cruelly driven to the wil-
derness, we should have been made
participants in that dreadful strife,
we siould have been compelled to
have taken the weapons .of war,

u
or the mpg would have said’we
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