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IN the presence of so large an audi-
ence as we have here todayto day everyevert
one ought to sit very still and repress
every noise as much as pospossiblebibles for
the acoustic properties of this
nacle are of such a character that
the combination otof soundsbounds
bighig of feet crying of babies walking
about of children drown the speak-
ers voicehowever strong it maybemay be
every person should therefore keep
as still as possible no human pow-
er can make a congregation like this
hearbear unless the congregation itself
bitssits quietly and babies should not
be allowed to disturb those in their
immediate neighborhood it may
be very interesting to the mother
bheshe may think the music of her ba
bys voice very those who
come to hear are not interested in
hearing it

in coming together as we have
done upon this occasion and during
this conference we should be so
united in our faith that when a
speaker arises the people will draw
from him that instruction which
they need many ofyou have come
longiong distances I1 see somehome here up-
wards of SOO miles from their homes
and of course when men take suehsuch
injourneysjourneysour traveling about miles
in the round trip to come to confer-
enceence thereere should be something im-
parted tof them that will be a profit
to them that they may feel satis-
fied

9
when they leave here that the

journey has been well taken now
there are topics enough before uUPL s
topics of great vital importance to
us as a people which we should con
sideraider and which upon occasions like
this are appropriate for our consider-
ation

we have been told indeed it is a
constant comment about us that
we are a peculiar peopleopleopie wevve know
this ourselves it Isa a very remark
ahtaahllhl t 1I 1 sulaull I1lotlolmethe world calls mormormonism has
gathered only here arddarid thetherere one
out of the families of the earth and
as the most of you who are adults
well knowsknow you were as a general
thingthings dimerentdifferent from the krestofrest of your
family in many respects it seemed
as though you were waiting for
something to come along a little
different from anything that you
had heard the systems of religion
the ideas that were inculcated by
your teachers and that you were

i taught in your sundaybunday schools in
your chapels and in your meeting
houses and churches did not accord
with your views concerning god
and christ and the plan of salva-
tion and yet had you been asked
what you believed in where you
should go to find that which you
did believe in or to define your
ideas of what you wanted it would
have imeniwen impossible to have
done to60 yet there was a yearning
in your hearts for something higher
something nobler something more
Godlike something after the apos
tollo plan of salvation andandrittait is a
remarkable fact that the elders of
this clicilchurch in their travels and ad-
ministrations among the people
though they have had greatgrent diffi-
culties to contend with have hadpersecutions and all manner ofbf evilthings saidmaid about them have beenfrequently hobt ed and driven thatnotwithstanding they have had
these difficulties to contend with ithas been ann easy matter to bring
those who are now latter daysaints into this churchchuich when theA elders found the honest in heart
when they found men and women
who were meek and lowly who werevere
prayerful who believed in the bible
who were willing to accept truthhowever it might come tothem however unpopular its aavo

1 cate might be henwhenben they found
people of this description they havenever had any difficulty in gather
ing them out the latter day
saintasaints throughoutghouL these valleys
from north to south have been ga-a without much if any troubrou

s ble on the part of the elders for the
word of god has come to them inT the power and demonstration of theholy ghost and they have been
convinced of the truth very fre-quently before they scarcely t yardpardtard itthis is very remarkable remarkable
liowlow the hearts of the people have
lenienleen prepared to receive the elders
howliow their minds have been softened

and how willingly they have receiv-
ed the andani borne testimony to
it when they heard it I1 remember
well mymyownorji mothers experience
1I was a little boy sitting beside her
the first time Fshehefhe saw an eiderelder bheshe
hodhad never heard of the iatterlatter day
saints or cormonsmormonsMormons 9 she did notcot
know that he waswaa one she did not
even know that hebe was a professor
of religion but she had been waiting
for something my father and
mother were both episcopalian
but they hadbad no faith in the system
it was cold and inaninanimatemate there was
nothing lifelike or godlike about it
when he left the house she said to
me cc george that iahi a man of god 21

shebhe hadbad a testimony to that effect
although aaas I1 have said she did not
know he was even a professor of re

that elder was president
taytayloror and when he began to talk
afterwards3 regarding the prprinciplesInci plespies
of the gospel she was ready to hebe
baptizedbaptisedredsed for it was that for which
she hadbad been waiting her heart was
prepared for it and there are thou-
sands and thousands of such in-
stancessatFAtancesauces among the people called
latter day saints god prepared
their hearts before handband and hebe
elders found them without much
difficulty it laIs true they hadbad to
labor and contend with rotPopotherbtherbherbshersl but
those who were the honest hearted
sons and daughters of god who
were willing to receive the truth
receivedit without much difficulty
as I1 have said and it is a wonder
ful fact that in accordance with the
scriptures god Is gathering together
a people to lay the foundation of this
great work concerning which all
the prophets have spoken god has
predicted through the mouths of his
holy Propprophetsbets andandt theirbeir words amare
to be found in the Bible that in
the last daysdavs there should be just
such a work as that which we wiwit-
ness

t
that laIs one of a city and two

of a family being gathered together
in order that there might be a re-
presentation of all the families and
races of men upon the earth to lay
the foundation of this the greatest
work that has ever beenbeep established
upon the face of the earth andaad
yet men talk of there being no
evidence in favor of diormor-
monism 292 9 they say where
is the evidence of its divinity
where is the evidence that joseph
ainaio wahaq a prophet of god showusaus a sign anatinai we may aw whwb therther
you are the moplepeople you profess to bewiyaly thhoolhealnoaa
one of the greatest signs presented
to all the inhabitants of the earth
that ever was shown to man a

an organization composed of
people from every creed and it may
be said from every civilized creed
and from every elvicivilicivilizedlizeczeo race gath-
ered together dwelling in union and
in loveylovesloveiove and worshippingworshipping godgoti ac-
cording to the laws which relate hashag
given with a onenes with a union
with a love that laIs unexampled upon
the oaceface of the earth nowhere elgeelse
can such a thing be found and I1
often think when men talk aboutde-
lusion and about the shrewd lead
ermere of this people and that by the
power of their shrewdness and the
strength of the imposture they are
abieable to hoodwink the people and to
lead them astray that it takes more
faith to believe that theory than it
does for the latter day saints to be
lieve the truth as we have received
it if this be imposture where is
the truth the gospel of christ
was to produce union its mission
was to produce love to destroy
strife to make men and women live
together aaas brethren and Filpel stere and
it has done so for us and it is doing
so andarld it will do so more and more
anaand atwillit will build up a system such as
cannot be found on the face of the
earth and itisjula growing and in-
creasing it iaIs like a little leaven
and by and by it will leaven thetho
whole lump and the influence and
the power that will go forth from
this people will be felt throughout
the whole earth I1 know it is a
great thing to sayssay and men looking
at us numerically think we are ex
cee presumptuous to advance
rueheuch an idea but it is nevertheless
true the union of thit people the
power which accompanies them and
the effectaffect of their example will be
felt more and more midand the truth
will continue tota spread until all
honestbonest hearted will be con-
vinced of the truth of the statements
which are made concerningcon the res

of the everlasting gospel in
its original purity and power and
those who may not be prepared toreto re-
ceive it will soonerbooner respect it
and admire it and be willing tostobto bareshare
in the benefits which will accrue
from its establishment on the
earth f

now my bretbrethrenhrenbren aejantani sisters
there Is one thing above everything

else that every speaker from this
stand would like to impress upon
yourtour minds and that is when you
go away from this conference that
you carry with you the determina-
tion to live and to carry out in your
lives the principles that you profess
that isJs aallailI1 that we can ask of you
live your religion that embodies
bliall that can be galdsaid to you there is
glory in it11 there is happihapplhappiness in it
there is peace in it there Is virtue
in it there is wealth in it there js
exaltation in it there is no gift or
blblessingessing or power that it does not
contain and that does not accom-
pany it on the other handband violate
tilethe principles ofof your religion devi-
ate hom the path that god has
marked out and there is sorrow and
misery for you if persisted inyou have been gathered together
in the most wonderful manner that
any deoppeopleae ever were we taiktalk
about the gathering of the children
of israel uudderder moses I1 consider
that that mighty movement fades
away in compcomparisonArlsonarison with the gather-
ing that is now going on this peo-
ple have been brought from the va-
rious notions of the earth and you
have received a testimony from
god concerning this gorkvorkwork you
know for yourselves jf you are living
as you should do concconcerningeiningning these
things how necessary it JL1 then
that you should carry out these
principles ant the great difficulty
we have to contend with is that we
bring with us our traditions and pre-
conceived ideasideas and to overcome
these is the great labor we have to
contend with it is a labor that we
should set ourselves industriously
patiently perseveringly to acco

let us be pure in cur hearts
in our language in our conduct in
everything that we think and say
and do let us seek for purity let
us inculcate purity ietjet uaus take the
principles of the and teach
them to our children andind endeavor
to make them better latter
day saints than we are let
us do everything we can
in this direction and then if we do
ththisthibs there will bobe no vice in bijur
land liquor saloons gambling
househoube 1 houses of prostitution and
the other evils that abound in the
world willwili not be found within our
borders it should be our aim to so
live that these things shall be re-
pressed completely lied
it iais a shame lorjor anyone pr ra j g
to be what e are to enter a liquor
ool wr in r anize one or to pa-
tronize any of these evils nuli nv
should withdraw the hand of fellow
ship from all who do drunkenness
certainly will never be countenance
ed by the lord it is a gross vice
and it will bring the loss of the
spirit to everyone who indulges in
it and so with these other vices to
which I1 have alluded no one can
be a latter day aint who praetpracticesiceslees
these things we should be honest
we should be truthful our word
should be like the words of the
lord thatthai is in our sphere when
a man says a thing to his neighbor
he should so live trintthat hibhia neighbor
can havehavo confidence in him when
he makes a promise that promise
should be sacresacreddandand if liehe cannot
fulfillfulfil it let him explain tilethe rodeon
so that confidence may be preserved
when we borrow we should repay
when we deal WBwe should be upright
in our dealing I1 would like it to be
the case among us that when a man
has a horse to sellseil that he willvoli tell
all hebe knows about it and not en-
deavor to take advantage in any
shape or form thei mamename with a
wagon a covcow a papieceece of land or a
house or anything else that a manmail
will tell what he knows about these
things so that confidence may be
maintained there are some men
of whom I1 have heard who when
they make a trade think that the
one with whom they trade ought to
have his olyn eves open and if he
does not and IsJs taken advantage of
because of his inexperience pr being
too cunincurincurindodm the one who gets the
bargain is not to blame but to be
congratulated on hishia good luck in
deed there are some men ahowhovho jiif
they can tako advantage in thlethie
way would think nothing of bow-
ing down on their knees and thank-
ing god for having made BOso ghou a
hartarbargainhargaingain annowtow a man who calls
bilm eifelf a latter day saint and w 11

do A thing of the kind grieves thetho
spirit of the lord again if a man

have pot an old wagon buthut my
neighbor who has not my experi-
ence wants a wagon I1icanleancanean trade
that poor wagon to him I1 can get a
good price for it and I1 shalleh allnil thank
god if I1 can do so I1 tell you kweli
things are very sinful artattand areafe not
from god when we professing to
be latter day saints do such things
we grieve the spirit of god and
cause satan to laugh these are
practical duties I1 would give more
for a latter day saint who if I1 em-
ployed him to do me a job and he
did itjt right than I1 would for a naniman
who would cofler a long prayer and
tell the lord a great many things
that might be very good and did
not do the work honestly I1 would
rather hibi ve a man that was honest
in hishia dealingsdealdeai ings with hishia neighbor a
man that if I1 wanted to buy a horse
I1 could g to him with the full as-
surance that hebe would do the square
thing by me than I1 would have a
man who offers very long prayers if
hebe neglected this other dutyduly I1 tell
you that the lord wants works from
the people and not professions we
have got lots of professionprofemlonemion there
are some men very sanctimonious
andnd because they can pray well andana
are looked upon as good latter dadayy
maintssaints they think they are privilegeleg
ed to take advantage of their neigh-
bor now I1 tell you that we want
a religionlouiou that is difdillerent to thiswe want a religion of honesty if I1
say a thing to a man I1 ought to live
BOso that he will believe every word I1
say if I1 sell him a piece of proper-
ty I1 should tell him the truth about
it there should be no concealmentI1no lying or allowing tilethe man to tebe
deceived it Is on that account that
1 despisedes plse this trading some men
live by trading and in the long run
somebody is cheated in the commu-
nity there are times of course
when men can exchange property
and both parties be beneberiefitted
thereby if one man has a piece of
property than another man wants
and the other has a piece
of property that suits the
first party a mutual benefit
results from the exchange thereare other instances of this kind
which frequently occur but it
should be done on the square any
man who takes advantage in this di-
rection cannot be a latter day saint
in truth and deed and god will
hold him accountable for his con-
duct jomajama 1e a religion of
works and not of professionpr0k rskt
should be a religion that we can
M y withith noua luju our every day werkworka religion that will make a mana better boneon a better brother a bel-ter bet-ter husband a better father thunthan he
would be without it and I1 would notgive a fig for a religion that did not
have that effect when I1 hearhean men
quarreling with their children hus-
bands with their wives wives withtheir husbands I1 say there is not
much religion about that kindolkind of
work or conduct A man who is18 not
kind to his wife needs some religion
A man who is not kind to his child-ren and to hlahia neighborsneigh bors needs somecome
religion and he needs the religion ofjesus christ A man wiowilo is indo
lentjent and neglects hlahia duties needsdeeds
more religion the religion of inaus
christ to make him more industri-
ous A indolent man cannot havemuch of the spirit of god abouthim an uncleanly man and certain-ly aan11 impure manan a dishonest mancannot have much of it when I1hear a woman quarrelling with herchildren and making the house too
hot for her husband I1 rarely ifever hear them because I1 do not go
where they are but I1 hearbear of themI1 think that woman needs relig-
ion when she loses patience she
should go to god and ask for pa-
tience that the power of her relig-
ion may rest down upon behethe great difficulty with us is we
have a religion and do not seekgeek forits power we do not dive to itsdepths we do not rise heights
we do not comprehend its beamutbeautieslea

s

and blessings we go along withw i thout seeking after our god anandd ttheh e
rf0 our god aaas we doif we would devote a little time to
self examination when we go to bed
review the events of the day seeiee if
our conduct has been such as god
can approve of and as enables us to
lie down with a conscience void ofotence towards god and all
men we do well and if we
cannot do that it is time to

dont want such frankness around
me I1 would rather a man would
hold his tongue and not indulge in
such expressions fiss are hurtful to
peoples leelings we should so live
that our examples aaas fathers and mo-
thers will be worthy of imitation by
our children you seesea a brawling
boisterous swearing man and his
children will copy atte himhilly you
seeeee a man that J 3 the opposite of
that and his children will bear his
example in mind if he is a prayer-
ful mmanhn his children are likely to
be prayerfulpraye rulruiful also if behe be honest
and truthful and keeps his wordstrictly majflat lesson will not be lost
upon his children if I1 were ayoung
man and wanted to marry I1 would
not go to u hoube where there was
continual quarrelling between the
husband and wife and children I1would not want to select a wife from
such a family I1 would want to go
where peace reigns the peace ofgod which every man woman and
child possess in their hearts and in
their habitations that Is our pri-
vilege these are very simple
things endand yet nobody has gotten
true leligion who does not possess
these gifts demaywe may talk about our
relirellgLnhm we may boast abou it wew
may tell about itsita gifts and powers
we may tellteli about tha marleitaeions we have had but after all thetilemammaw w of our religion lies in theperformance of those every day du-
ties some of which I1 have alludedto

there is one thing that hashaa struckme as very remarkable about thelatte rd saints god in the early
day of this church told us that we
should be a people that should havepeace anaand he has given unto us a
revelation which says that egitit shall
come to pass among the wicked
that every man that will not take
the sword against his neighbor must
needs flee unto zion for safetynow that day will comecom ejustjust as sureas god has spoken and we of all peo-
ple on the face of the earth ought to
be a peaceful people in view of this
promise no quarrelling no seeking
to injure each other no doing vio-
lence to one another I1 have heard
of men threatening to do something
that would involve the shedding ofor
blood if certain things were done to
them wilywhy it is a mostmoat horriblethought for there is no salvation for
the murderer there is no peopleon this broad con inen t who cherish

of theunited states
i aaas a sacred instrument any more oras much as dothedo the latter day saintsin these mountains
we do to be inspired of god andgivan torfor an express4 purpose otofcourse we a tach a greit deal of rev-erence to that instrument we donot alalwaysways pay reverence to officialsbecause of thetheirr malmaiadministrationotof the laws butbur the instrument itslieself and the form of roverngovern-ment we livejive under we thinkis equalledequalled by none upon the aeelaceace ofthisthia broad earth we think it lais thegreatest form of government thethfreest the most liberal the bestbeatadapted for men and women thatever was instituted by man amongmen this we hold in our heartsidourin our heart of hearts concerningthisthia government but then a greatmanymady people are not suitedbulted becausewe take the liberty of criticisingcriticizingcriticising cer-tain officials there have been agood who havemany trampled uponu donthe anprinciples of the constitutionbut thesethee outrageous acts evenagainst i1 people such as we are donot atleco the instrument the fab-ricficoror the genius of our institutionsand on this account we are trulyloyal when the south raised theflag of rebellionrebellions there was no wellinformed latter day saint whocould approve lain his heart of suchconduct however mumm h we mighthave expected it joseph smith hav-ing predicted nearly 30 years beforethe rebellion broke out that it wouldoccurmout however much this might bethe case ttherehere was nothing connect-ed with the principle of secession or

ehatthat met with the approvalotof thetile latterutter day saintssalute amditisand it iaa remarkable fact that todiod throughtbdouglithe acts of ounour enemies caused us tobe placed in a position where in thewar of the rebellion we should notbe compelled to shed the blood oforour fellow men had we remainedinin newchew york where our people firstsettled or afterwards in ohio hadwe remainedemploys you to do a piece of work
that work should be well done
whetherwilether he is there to
see it done or not andaratt when

islets to10 pay a certain
price or a certain kind of pay they
should abide by their agreement
butbui there is a preat deal of trickery1

in suchbuch matters someborne people think
lamiam a good tradertraders 1 can tellfeell a
horse wr more than tit is worth I1

repent if we have wronged any-
body we should make it rightt andwhen somethingBomsomething comes alonnionniongalong tocross us or disturb gurour equanimity
instead of throwing out words thatare like daggers lacerating the feel-ings of those to whom they aiesieare ad
drosdropdressedsedi we should shutt our mouthssomesomo people pride themselves inwhat they call their frankness andcandor in this respect I1 tell you I1

in ay totn winiwhichstate they subsequently emigrated
and from whence they werecruelly driven had they remainedin illinois where they afterwardsardstook refuge and from whence theywere also cruelly driven to the wil-dernessderness we should have been madeparticipants in that dreadful strifewe have been compelled tohave taken up the weapons of warwa rpor the people would have e


