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artemus ward encountered when
he visited brigham young but
he was spared so embarrassingembar assing an
experience instead of being in
vitiated into a sort of mormon parefare
aux cerfsceras he was introduced to five
staid middle aged gentlemen who
were living comfortably en garcon
the wallswain were ornamented with
some coloured texts from holy writ
A number of ponderous trunks and
traveling bapbags piled up in the
corner served as a reminder that the
missionaries are birds of passage

f only the president by name
y thomasthom E bassett is a youngish

looking man of not more than 30
H perhaps and appears to be the junior
g by several years of at least three ofy his colleagues all of them spoke

with an unmistakable american
accent their manner was mild
and subdued and it was hard not to
feel that this mission across the
atlantic is to them a matter of in
tense religious import

the british isles said the pie
aident in explaining the modus
operandioperand I1 axeare divided into thirteen
missionary districts or conferences
as we call them the head one being
at liverpool and each conference
comprises a president and a staff of
traveling elders from three to fif-
teent en in number four traveling
elderselders and a president are allotted to
the norwich district which em-
braces norfork suffolk and parts
of lincoln and cambriaCambridge1 shire 11

what sort of success do0 you meet
with as regards making converts

well we reckon that a thousand
mormon converts leave europe
every year for utah and of that
number or are recruited
from the british isles

Is thetherereanyany native church
not worth mentioning there

are at present latter day saints
in the norwich district but
they are only waiting till theyth
have saved sufficient means to ememi-
graterate there are very few who re-
fusefuse to go to utah when once they
have accumulated the wherewith
there used to be a thousand in the
norwich district alone

A thousand how do you ac-
count torfor the decline

oh they have emigrated it is
only the poorest who remain our
numbers are recruited chiefly from
the poor the laboring classclam mainly
we are not very successful in the
large towtownsns 11

and have you no contributed
funds no means of subsistence pro-
vided by the church in utah

none said mr bassett in the
opulent tone of a man to whom
bank notes are things of no account
we bear our expenses out of our

own private means we have been
called upon by the president of the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints and we expect to fugillfulfil a
mission of about two years dura-
tion preaching what we consider to
be the principles of the gospel as
taught by christ

the appearance of the missionaries
was fairly comfortable and well
cared for but it was a little surpris-
ing to learn that they were able out
of their own resources to undertake
a two years european tour 1I take

it then that in your own country
you are men of substance

no we have our flocks and
herds in utah but we are not what
you would call wealthy

1 I observe that nothing is said in
your articles of faith about polyg-
amy

no and in preaching we do not
advocateadvocateitit but we think it is per-
missible because there is nothing in
the scriptures forbidding it it was
commanded of god anciently the
number of mormon men having
more one wife is estimated at
from 7 to 10 per cent of the total
adult population of utah we do not
even persuade men to take one wife
our mission is18 simply to preach the
first principles of the googospelI1

would you er madrmind telling
me how many er wives you have
each asked the pressman puttingnlso delicate a question with nanaturaltu ra
embarrassment the photograph
of a charming mormon lady layjay
upon the table

oh we have only one each
they replied in chorus except one
of us and he has no wife at all

no I1 am not married at all
saidmid the elder indicated laughing
sadly at the of his
condition

the mormon church seems to
have got itself into hot water with
the united states legislature in re-
gard to polygamy how can you
gogoonon practisingpracticing it in view of your
article 12 which proclaims subjec-
tion to the law

but said the president we
do not believe that the legislature
in trying to uproot polygamy and
confiscate our church property is
acting in accordance with the law
the constitution of the united
states says that congress shall make
no law respecting the establishment
of religion or prohibiting the free
exercise of religion now polygamy
is a part of our religion and we
hold that the law passed in prohib-
ition of it is uncunconstitutionalinstitutional and
therefore carries with it no obliga-
tion to be obeyed the pernpermissiondebion
to practice polygamy has been re-
vealed to us by our heavenly
father and we believe it will tend
to the salvation of the human family
and ameliorate its condition here on
earth

but has it not yet to be proved
that there is a surplus female popu-
lation all the world round asked
the visitor reflecting that mr hep-
worth dixon found in some of the
mining states that the proportion of
men to women was twenty five to
one

there are states in the union
said mr bassett where the males
predominate but taking the whole
population of the united states fe-
males of marriageable age predom-
inate over males of marriageable age

how about the book of mormon
do you preach from it

anono we simply preach from the
bibleible the book of mormon con-
tains a sacred history of the ancient
inhabitants of america and the ful
ness of the everlasting gospel as
taught by our savior to the inhabit-
ants of that land after his resurrec-
tion it is to some extent doctrinal
but mainly a historical book
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well barring your view n
married life and the book of ajr
mon there is nothing extra ragaa
lyy unorthodox in your theology j

no perhaps notinot but there k I1

great deal of objection raised to ta

claim we make that the goepel isig
again restored to the earth
teach that the church of C
as reorganizedorganized by him was taken
from the earth about the close of the
sixth century and that according to

the prediction of john the revell
tor in the and chaptchaptersenatf
revelation it was restored to eurth
againa n through the instrumentalityinstrumental
0of a holy angel from heaven we
meet with some opposition on thisthia
point0 iut our views too on the subyeejectwt ofr the godhead are a source of
objection we belive in a god wmwith
bodily parts and passions but weire
encounter no actual opposition sueh
as we had to endure yearsyeara ago
then our meetings were broken woup
and we were peltedbelted with rotten eameggs
but all that is stopped now wethe
clergy and ministry treat us with
indifference do not opplee
us but neither on the other hand do
they in any way recognize us

I1 just one last question mr basbaa
sett what are the legal proe
pacts of the church in the united
states

well fairly encouraging after
the report recently made by a com-
mittee of congress on application
being made for the admission of
utah as one of the states of thetee
union a committee was appointedappointsd
to make investigations and here are
some extracts from the report ff

the report would almost make it
appear that the period of
glorylory has begun already in utah
thehe people are chaste and sober the
proportion of illiteracy tois very low
and industrial prosperity preprevailsvalls
the latest figures of the mormon
church give 12 apostles 70 patri-
archs high priests eld-
ers 2069 priests 2592 teachers and

deacons or a total of
officers for a population a little over

the immense
ing effort put forth by so small a
community seems to indicate that
the church of the latter day saints
is enjoying the full vigor of in-
fancy what sect in europe exer-
cises such discipline and control
over its adherents as to make them
missionaries by word of command
and scatter them in scores across the

cistand charge the
chief blot on the system plurality
of wives forbids anything more
than a modified sympathy on the
part of people who believe that the
sanctity of the marriagemariage bond as
between one man and one woman
is the very basis of a hehealthydaby social
fabric but for this weak point in
president bassettsbassettaBas theological har-
ness one might complacently re-
gard the dove street mormonscormons as a
cheap and effective emigration
agency A sentiment of antipathy
is unavoidable but so also is an un-
der current of sympathy have
they not taken this for a guiding
princible if there is anything
virtuous lovely or of good rereportbesertor praiseworthy we seek after these
things
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