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pheasants and his majesty is said to be
a very good shot

AN IMPERIAL DUCK HUNTER

there is one kind of game said the
man connected with the government
who gave me the above information

which the emperor is especially fond
of and that is duck netting there are
lots of wild ducks about tokyo and the
emperor has great duck ponds and
duck ditches in his palace grounds into
which the ducks come and are caught
by means of decoys the ponds cover
acres and they have embankments
about them which are cut up by little
canals running out from the pond
these canals are so lined with trees and
embankments that a man can easily hide
along them the pond isis studded with
decoys and grain is scattered about in
the canals as bait the ducks light and
go up into the canals where the emperor
and the nobles are concealed each with
a net in his hand they throw these
overever the ducks and they catch them in
large numbers it requires great skill
itoio throw the net properly but the em-
peror has caught scores of ducks inin a
single day

A RICH MONARCH

the mikado is by no means a poor
mananan he receives about two million
and a half of dollars to keep up his
palace and his household establishment
every year and he has a large private
fortune mr San his grand
master of ceremonies told me that he
knew all about his investments and that
he was a good business man he has a
great deal of money in public landireathee is not extravagant in his living and
the customs of japan are such that he
does not have to entertain as extensively
as the monarchs of europe he has
magnificent turnouts and rides about in
great state he opens parliament in
person and at the back otof the senate
chamber behind the presidents chair
there is a little alcove where he sits and
from whence his addresses is read to the
Alembers he has the appointment otof a
large number otof the members of parlia
anent and the constitution is so adroitly
worded that he is still the almost abso-
lute ruler of japan

A BLUE BLOODED MONARCH
I1

the emperor of japan is entitled to
be considered the most aristocratic rrulerter
on earth the royal family of Jjalap

1 1
hasas

I1a geneaolo tree which reaches to
heavenbeaven aand theirheir traditions state that
thehp emperor comes from the gods there
have been one hundred and twenty one
emperors oiof japan and they all belobelongn
ito40 this family the first one governergovergovernedneg
japan just about twenty five hundred
yearspa ago0 he was on the throne long
1before juliusulius caesar aspired to be the
emperor of rome and three hundred
years before alexander the great
thought1 he had conquered the world
the japanese have the history olof all of
their emperors from that time down to
this and they will assure you that the
mikado is a lineal descendant of the
birst emperor whose name was jimma
tenno

A WORD ABOUT THE EMPRESS

any other royal family would have
tun out in less than this time especially
in an isolated country like japan but the
japanese have a law by which the em
gerorrr cannot marry one of his own
family11 Y he has to marry the daughter
of one otof the court nobles and the em-
press is therefore not of royal blood

she is the daughter of ichijo
and she is said to be a very bright
woman she comes from kioto in
western japan and she was eighteen
years old at the time she was married
this was away back in 1868 and foreign
ways had not yet gotten well into the
empire her majesty wore at that time
japanese clothes and she followed I1
am told the horrible custom which pre-
vailed throughout the old japan in that
she shaved off her eyebrows and black-
ened her teeth the idea is that a good
wife must show her devotion to her hus-
band by doing this and to render it im-
possible for any one else to admire her
later on in her life however her majesty
changed her ideas about this matter and
her eyebrows have grown out and her
teeth are as white as those of any
american girl she is at the front of all
movements for the introduction of the
westernestern civilization and she frowns on
the old custom of teeth blackening and
she is at the head of all things which are
proposed to better the condition of
japanese women she has hospitals and
schools and she is one of the most
charitable of monarchs

the noble girls school founded by
her at tokyo is like one of our best
female colleges and it is devoted to the
education of the young peeressespee of the
empire her majesty often visits it and
she has the girls call upon her at the
palace

she is not fond of society and she is
almost as busy agthe emperor she has
her own secretaries and her time is
taken up with reading study receptions
and charitable work she likes to ride
horseback and she often takes a ride
through the palace grounds cheisshe is
short rather than tall and is slender and
petite she has not the very best of
health and was ill during a great part
of the summer

BORN TO BLUSH UNSEEN

there are a number of ladies connect-
ed with the palaces in tokyo who like
the flowers in grays elegy are born
to blush unseen though they do not

waste their sweetness on the desert
air I1 refer to the secondary wives of
the emperor you hear nothing about
these in tokyo and they are kept as
much as possible in the backgroundback ground
but from time fthimmemorialmemorial the emperor
has been allotted a certain number of
secondarycondaryie wives or concubines and
there are I1 am told twelve of these in
the palace grounds they have estab-
lishmentslish ments or01 their own and are the
dadaughterstighter of nobles the crown prince
is the son of adne of them his mothmothersets
nathename being madam wara

JAPANS NEXT

the crown prince was sixteen years
old last september he is a very bright
boy dark faced and almond eyed of the
most pronounced japanese type he is
as straight as an arrow and is fond of
military pursuits and is an officer I1
ththink in the army he has been edu-
cated in the noblesNoble school and he is
learning english and french he has
an establishment of his own inside the
palace grounds with his own servants
guards and attendants he occasionally
comes over and stays with his father
eating dinner with him and sometimes
sleeping in his fathers quarters he
does not look very much likeidee his father
his face being rounder and shorter the
emperor isis very dark and his features
are heavy and swarthy he is taller

than the average japanese and he has
the fat nose the wide nostrils and the
rather thick lips which you see all over
japan

THE COURT AT HIROSHIMA

the removal of the court to hiroshima
is causing a great change in this the
biggest city of western japan osaka
moto and kobe lie nearlynearby a hundred
miles to the eastward and hiroshima is
the biggest town between these cities
and nagasakinagaaki which is on the extreme
west coast hiroshima is the naval
capital of japan and is one of the most
beautiful located towns in the world it
lies on the sea at the foot of the moun-
tains and the waters about it are filled
with rocky islands it is cut up by
canals and its sea view is beautiful it
has always been a great manufacturing
place but I1 hear that it has hadbad a great
boom since the emperor moved into itwages have doubled and modern me-
thods have come in barbers now
charge 8 cents instead of 2 cents for a
shave and the japanese member of
parliament who wants his hair cut in
foreign style has to pay 12 cents for it
instead of the 4 cents which is the regu-
lar price provisions of all kinds have
gone up and the city is filled with con-
cert troupes geishas and the floatefloating11 n
population which always hangs ariounsaround
a pleasure loving center tokyo the
japanese capital has been materially
injured by the change and the theaters
are only half lullfull

V cuu
PREACHING THE GOSPELgospo

ST GEORGE utah nov 14 1894
on friday may 3rdard 1861 at basle
switzerland at p in over lo100o saints
had arrived from the difdifferentlerent portions
of our field of labor under charge of
their respective officers all having been
duly instructed and upon calling our
roll every one answered appon report-
ing to ouour agent that wiwe were all present
and ready lorfor lodgings he stared at me
in amazement and said mr smith
this is the best ordered company otof emi-
grants I1 have ever seen I1 had previ-
ously ararrangedfanged that they were to be fur-
nished with good clean and wholesome
food aichwhich if not provided would
double the cost to them all followed
me from the station to the hotel and
were soon seatedsealed at the table at a
slight rap on the table all bowed their
heads and a blessing was asked by a
patriarch of the company all ate
heartily and were soon shown to their
rooms

on Sidursaturdayday ath the breakfast was
over and a I1 were on the train and under
way at io10 a m we arrived at mon-
heim at 8 p in and quartered at the
hotel silver anchor here I1 received
a coconductors free ticket to liverpool
and return via rotterdam holland
and hull england next day at 6 a
m all went on board the steamer guton
berg and down the river rhine for co-
logne where we arrived at p inm
the hotel was too small and our com-
pany was divided on monday even-
ing ath when we went on board the
steamer schiller and continued down
the rhine the captain and officers were
very kind and tendered me the useuse of
the cabin for any who were elderly or


