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IT me pleasure to meet once
dioremore with the saints in general
conference assembled where we
may pledge ourselves again and
bear our testimony and raise our
warning voices to the world in re-
gard to the great work that the
fjordord is accomplishing in the earth
through the 1instrumentalitymentality of his
children who have enlisted under
king emanuelsEmanu epseVs banner and arearc
willing to unite with him in ac-
complishingcomp lishing his purposes on the
earth rishis kingdom is being es-
tablished herobore in the valleys of the
mountains settlements are being
formed towns and villages are
springing up and people who have
made a covenant with god are re-
claiming the earth from the ahral
dom of sin and iniquity in which
it liashas so long been held in bondage
and instead of being in a little city
or town in illinois where wowe werei

not permittedpeemitted to dwell we are herohere
in the valleys of the mountains
possessing from one hundred and

two hundred towns villages
and settlements the lord has
thus strengthened the stakes en-
larged the borders and lengthened
the cords of zion and liehe has re-
claimed from the dominion of the
wicked the amount of the earths
surface that is now occupied by hisbis
saints at beast so long as they hold
it for him and hisllis kingdom arid
themselvesthem salvessaives for hisllis work the
world belongs to the lord and he
haslias the right to govern and controlcontro
it and he ia going to do so we
aroarc preparing the way for his king-
dom and coming forliefor liehe certainly
designs teto come horohero just asits egoli
asaci the people are prepared to re-
ceive him and perhaps sooner than
some will be willing to receive him I1

I1 havehwe sometimes thought that if
haere now at thethel gate we should
feel we would rather liehe would
valtwaitvait awhile until we could nixfis up
matters before he was introduced
the waywaswasisis preparing howebowehoweververvcr and
I1 feel to rejoice thisethis morning that
I1 can bear my testimony to the
increase of the numbers of the
saints of god and to the increase
of faith and good works among
them Z

the dominiondomin ibn of the lordlora is ex-
tending upon the earth a little
herohere and a little there sometimes
perhaps going a little too far andiodnoddodgingging back a little for a time and
then springing forward again and
so going on on every side the
lord has made no mistake he un-
derstandsderstands what he is doing a great
deal better than some of us do
aandiandlanddid I apprehend that a great many
people areaiebringing about the lordspurputpurposesposes unwittingly perhaps
they would not do as well in this
lleIle as they are now doing if I1

they understood lo10 the fullest ex
tent the result of the course they
are taking but really the lord is
at work with a great many people
some of whom see thetha kingdomkingdorndoin
and bothesome do not and he has even
said that liehe will cause the wrathwruthath of
the wicked and ungodly to praise
him and the remainder of their
wrath lie will restrain this is
true and has been illustrated in the
history of thisthia people when they
were driven from nauvoo the dis-
position 0orL their enemies was to i

destroy everyeveny vestige of the author-
ity of thetile holy priesthood from thothe
faco of the earth and that Idis
tooh still exists in the hearts of a
greatreit maltymallymaitymany people and if ththey
had tiiethe power they wwould01ad carryitit
out well the lord in the earleariearly
days ofbr the church suffered enough
oflof this disposition to bobe gratified to
causeenuse the exodus of his people
from missouriBlisso urluri and illinois and
t heytiley were anally kicked right intothe middle of the floor into thesethase

of thetho mountains indwhen thetiie purposes of the lordwere sos far aubserved by the wrathof the wicked he restrained them
dindandflinchishis people have been blessedblesa
arldand prospered and tho earth bhasas
been made to bring forthnorth itsstrength for their sustenance and
wowe seeece prosperity on every haudhand inthe dwelling places of the saintesalute
A country has been put into their i

possession where the lord can
strengthen their feet and he is do-
ing so whether we understand it
oroi not manyblaby will doubtless make
shipwreck of their faith and will
bobe led away by the allurementsallurements of
sin into by and forbidden paths
yet the kingdoma will not bobe taketakenn
from this people and given to an-
other but a people will come forth
from among us who will be zealous
of good works willing to do the
bidding of the lord who will be
taught jnin his ways and who will
walk iiiin his paths we if we are
willing may be humble instru-
ments in the handsbands of god in bring-
ing to pass his great and glorious
kingdom

wowe have a temple pretty near
ready to go into in st george it
is progressing very favorably and
is a magnificent structure and in a
short time wewo shall be able to enter
it and receive blessings for time
andaudaniaul eternity for ourselves and our
dead let me say to the latter
day saints that the blessings of the
lord even ilfelife for ever more are
commanded here in these valleys
of the mountains I1 will read a
few words from the psalmist

behold how good and how pleas-
ant it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether ix unity it is likeilke the pre-
cious ointment upon the head that
ran down upon the beard even
aaronsaarona beard that went down to
the skirts of his garments as the
dew of ilghermonrmon and as the dew
that descended upon the mountains
of zion for there the lord cocom-
manded

in
the blessing even ilfelife for

everoverevermoreinorelnore anciently this bles-
sing was commanded in the moun-
tains of zion on the eastern hemis-
phere but in our day the lord has
revealed himself and has spoken
from the heavens to his servant
on the western continent where
the authority of the holy priest-
hood is dwells the blessing of
the lord I1 and there has he com-
manded the blessing0 even ilfelife for
evermore

we adeaweare united in our faith in
our works and in our feelings and
interests and inin every capacity
that is possible the latter day
saints should stand shoulder to

before the lord
and before the world an unbroken
phalanx to resist the powers and
insinuations ofot the enemy and the
approaches of evil in every direc-
tion the people here are increas-
ing and multiplying they are dis-
posed aaa a general tbthingingi 1 to do as
the lord wants them tto0 do but
wickedness will creep in welive
must purify our hearts the
lord says son give me thy
heart I1 we must give our hearts
to the lord our god then he can
accept of us many are called but
few are chosenmosen we are all called
to be co helpers with the lord in
establishing hisis purposes inin the
earth in sustaining holy and right-
eous principles and the institutions
0of highgil heaven which the lord has
revealedcevealed and thetho organizations
which he has introduced in the
midst of the earth weve are called
upon to sustain them and to bear
them oftoff triumphantly to lay a
foundation for the rule of truth
peace and righteousness in the
earth and to prepare the way for
the ushering inin of that great and
gloriousi kingdom of peace that will
stand for ever and ever this is
the work of the latter day saints
and the lord will perform it
through the instrumentality of
those who aroare willing and obedient
in the day of his power we can
have lot and part herellereln if we have
a mind to so may all the children
of earth all they have to do is to
render obedience to the voice of
the lord and the whole world
ought to bobe giadgladiadlad of the opportunity
to do that the lord invites us to
come liehe is anxious and desirous
that wo should come to dimandhim and
learn of him hohe says take up-
on you my yoke for it isis easy and
my burden for it is light come
partake of the waters of linelire freelytreely 3

turn from your evils for why
will ye die 0 house of israel
the lord is15 talking to the people
and sending forth his warning
voice to the nations of the wicked
and ungodly and as it was inIII the
days of noah so ittt will be iain the
days of the coming of the son of
manalan the nighrighteousbous were saved and
the wickedpicked wereere destroyed then
so they willIIIlii ba jutJuiin hiesethese latter days
for the hourour of gods judgment ia
come and the kingdoms of this
world will become the kingdoms ofr
our god and of his christ and thipthey
willwilt be given to lihihi saintasaints

who would not be a saint why a greatreat
many people reject thetho word of tho lord
and have no respect for it whatever and
too lancylannyrm 7 of th whoeho to tabe lctlat

terler bayhavday saints aroarc in the bamesame conditionitait Is notat a great while since the word of
the lord came through joseph smith the
prophet ofbf the lord to this nation to
freofree theirtheinclr slaves and for the government
to paypat for them out of the treasury of the
united states would the people receive
the word of the lord through his servantsereervantrant
no they would not what waswaa the re-
sult why a fratricidal civil war in which
thousandsthousand of millions of dollars were
spent devastation was spread over the
landaneland and rivers ofbt blood were shed and
all this might have been avoided and the
slaves liberated by peaceful means at not
more than one tenth of the expense if
they would hatehave hearkened to the word ofat
tha lord everybody can beetee nowBOW that
that would hatehave been thetho best course to
take but nobody could eeesec it and
nobody would receive it when it was
given donotdo not let us be afraid of thefordthe word
of the lord uche never did and lielle nev-
er

nev-
or will reveal a principle to the children of
men but what if it be carried out will
prove to their greatest interest and advan-
tage I1 merely mention this to illustrate
a subject which is quite fa to the
saints but which tha world do hotbot know
EOso much about

now we arcare here in obedience to a great
command a command given by the al-
mighty to his saints to gather out from
babylon lest they be partakerspartakers of her
ginssins and receive of her plagues catdat if we
arcare going to partake of her sins in zion
and to nourish and cherish the wicked and
ungodly what better shall we be for gath-
ering 8shallshailhallhali we escape her plagues by soto
doing no there is no promise ta that
effect but if we practise the sins and ini
battlesq aillesallies of babylon herebere in zion we may
expect to receive of her plagues and to be
destroyed we have duties to perform
here which devolve upon us as saints of
the most high talethe bookhook of doctrine
and covenants informs us that things will
be revealed in this the dispensation of the
falness of times that havehare been kept hid-
den from before the foundation of the
world should we bobe surprised then
when aanewnew principle is manifested amongamong
nsus from the lord through the channel of
the holy priesthood do we realize that
this is thetho channel throughth which the
mind and will of god our father is made
known unto us here is the bible of
what is of a compilation of
things made known to the children of
men in former ages through the instru-
mentality of the holy priesthood the
word of the lord to the people has al-
ways come through that channel and it
always will it IsIs the same authority
that exists in the heavens by which the
gods themselves aroare governed and by
which they control all things and itisit la
amone the privileges of every man and
every woman to approach the lord
th ucburb this channel and jeannlearn his mind
and will concerning them and through
this same channel a bishop may learn the
mind of the lord about bis ward the
president ol01 a quorum about his quorum
aadandad the president of the whole church thellie
mind and will of thetho lord concerning the
people and so through all the quorums
and organizations of the church from
first to last all may approach the lord
ththrough the channel of the holy priest-
hood and learn hisbis mind and will con-
cerning them it is the privilege of the
father and mother of a family to obtain
thetho mind and will of thothe lord tovo enable
them to guide their children in the ways
of eternal lifeilfe this lanofanola no childs play or

i ablefable the lord has spoken from the
heavens and we bear nonymony thereof
to all the nations of the earth listen
then to his loicel it comes to all it comescolnes
to tho latter day saints through the
channel of the priesthood located here in
the valleys of the mountains hear it
all ye nations of the bartal come vpup
here and learn the mind and will of ihthe
lord take warning that touyouyoutoa may esces-
c

cs-
c

es-
capec hibhis wrath when his judgmentsjudements shalltrotrabe pouredared out because they will be just
as sure as they were in the days of noah
this Is the work of theLordcLord and we bear
testimonyony of these things continually in
your ears you of course do as you
please about rereceivingcelvin or believing our tes-
timony that makes no difference in re
gardpard to the troth of the matter it is
gods truth and it is extending and will
continue to do so until it prevails and
triumphs over every obstacle

the latter day saints have a work to
do not only in proclaiming the gospel and
warning the peaplepeople but to build up zion
right here upon the earth not atarafar off
in some far distant
the lord hasas planted their feet in the
valleys of the mountains and we must
be united and must operate together as
far as in our powerpowennowendowen lies to brinbring to pass
the purposes7 of the almighty because
righteousness and peace and harmony
1roust dwell in the kingdom A house di-
videdv against itself can net standeland Is a
rreformation needed amongst thothe saintsyes it is needed with us all wawe mustlaust
reform and continue to reform vveweIVe have
inherited lies from and are full of the tra-
ditions of the fathers we have alai im-
bibed errors in our infant years and the
enemy is on the alert ready to enter in
and to lead into by and forbidden paths
the footsteps of tho young that hohe may
cause them to make shipwreck of their
faith and go away from the truth the
eternal truth of heaven the word is
waging a warfare against this little hand-
ful of in the valleys of the moun-
tainsti why because we iliehae cotgot thetha
truthtroth the true faith of thetha holy go POpel
we have the authority of the holy priest-
hood that has come down from heaven
they are anxious to destroy this author-
ity and the servants of the lord who bear
it and ththeyy arc anxious to uproot anaand de-
stroy us as a people then in orderorden to de-
fend ourselves letus go to with ouroun
unite as thetho heart of one man and glendblend
rshoulder to shoulder in building up the
kingdom of god upon tin earth if we
have lestlost our faith in the whyyby of

vc cant te crr acted to do ny

thing more towards building it up but ifit
we are assured in our own minds that this
Is the truthtroth that so called
Is the everlasting gospel that it hashis been
revealed by direct revelation from the
lord in these last days and that we are
really his people let us go to and reform
our lives there is need of it we have
been slackblack negligent and dilatory and
peradventure we have donaldonn a great many
things we ought not to have done per
hapshapa we have been guilty of sinstins of omis-
sion as well as einssins of commission and
we need to repent andanil to go down into
the waters of baptism inasmuch as we
have the cirileprivilegee and havahavo our sinseins
washed away anaand karebarehatehave handahauda laid upon
us for the gift of the holynoly ghost and
rise in newness of life with a firm deter-
minationmination that henceforth we will divestdivest
ourselves of those evils that we will keep
the lords day holy attend to ounour meet
ingsinget partake of the Sicsacrament and that
we will baborebe more diligent inla regard to the
words of the lord that havehare been civenriven to
us and that arearc given to us continually
for the stream flows unceasingly through
the channel odtheof the to the peo-
ple let us listen to the voice and the
whisperings of the spirit and itif there be
an obstacle in the way let us remove it
if we have hard feelings one towards an-
other entyenryings strafesfesfeb or anything that
Is calculated to mar our peace and happi-
ness ietlet us go and make that right aud
then come and partake of the emblems of
our lord tandlandaudand saviour jesus christ
through whosewhose sufferings and death an
atonement has been worked out for our
salvation every latter day saint needs
the inspiring refreshing influence of the
spirit of god to flow to him continually
reflect a moment and remember that
when the plants in our gardens and fields
arcare withering under the scorching sun
how carefully we go along the water sects
eleareleeiearoutarontout every obstacle and turn in the
water so that it may reach and revive
evenyevery plant that they may all live and
grow so should the latter day saints
remove every obstacle that lies in their
way to the reception and flow otof the
spirit of the lord to them if you have
aught against your neighbor or friend eoro
and make that tight if you have donedoie
any wicked thing broken any of the
commandments of the lord repent and
be baptized for the remission of these ainaln
and turn away from them no man can
get a greater evidence of the lords hav-
ing forgforgivenivenivea him his sins than the knowl-
edge that he has actually turned away
from them and that he Is living in obedi-
ence to the principles of the holy gospel
every man and every woman knows this
for himself or herself and if they have
then may they know that the lord has
forgforgivenyenven them their sin and not without
A personneonreon may commit iniquity anandd think
becan hada it up but ietjet me say to such
ait person that you know it and that laIs one
too many audand the lord knows it ana
that Is two too many and out of the
mouth ol01 two or three every
word will bd established and you will
give this evidence against yourself sooner
orlaveror later and all who have commitcommitteded sinein
or transgression of any kind must repent
of it andic baptized for the remission
thereof and unless they repent sincerely
with a repentance that needs not to be re-
pented ofat they hadbad better not go near the
waters of baptism for it will bobe a solemn
mockery before high heaven I1 say that
if youyon intend to keep straight along in
your own indifferent way all the time
stay away never offer yourselvesyours elvea for bap-
tism for that would be a mockery and
would only add to your condemnation
instead of being a benefit to you

I1 might enumerate what evils we are
guilty of but I1 do not wish to confess the
sins of the people I1 havebare enough of my
own bat let us examine ourselves indi-
viduallytidviddaliydally and repent of that wherein we
have done amiss in the eighttight of the lord
hownow indifferent we have becubeen about hisbis
word from time to time when it has been
given to utiual the servants of the lord
eave proclaimed his will unto us year after
year and I1 sometimes think that we are
preached to too much but yet when a
principle laIs revealed from the lord the
people are very reluctant to take holdbold of
ft which shows that we need to beinbe in

in regard to our duties as saints
of god that we may be so in very deed
latter day saints must progress they
can notlotloviov stand still and if they do not
progress in the faith of the holy gospel
and in the things of god they arearc pro-
gressing in the other direction and they
will finally come to a bointpoint when the coun-
sel of their minds wwillI1 be darkened and
they will be unable to secsee the kingdom

this cause is great and glorious and it11
Is worthy of our utmost cricrldeavorsendeavors and
attention and allan that we have and itrelarcare or
can be it is worthy of all the means wowe
can control and of all the talents and
ability that pertain to us in this life for
in it lie our hestbeat interests for by embrack
inzins and living according to the faith of the
holy opelop we shall be exalted in the scaleecale
of hirman existence and it is impossible
to be otherwise if we embrace principles
of viccvice and go in the ways of wickedness
and wicked men we arearu on thetiie way to
death and destruction

there are somecome amongst us perhaps
who in their feelings have given way to a j

spirit of faultfinding with those who arc
over them it may be with their bishop or
with the presidentdent if they perpersistshit in
this course it will not be long before they
give expressionpra bionelon to their feelings to bomesomes m e
friend whowh 1Is of like mind and who Esym-
pathizes

1ym
pathizes with them and it will not be a
great while if such persons do not turn
a short corner and repent before thothethoythey
make shipwreck of their falthfaith and they
will eogo to the devil at last how manymanir
of us have seenseca those who havehare stood firm
in the faith a great while and through
whom thothe lord has madomade manifest hislis
goodness and aces from timotime to
time lain the laying on of hands audand heal-
in

heal-
inging the alck and yettet theytiley hyrebate letlot thetho
d rutilt chea t tm 01bitoft of thel 12 aat

lastast by causing them to commit someborne
kind of iniquity peradventure adultery
and you know that the book of doctrine
and cocovenantsenacts saysbays that whosoever willwilt
do that will deny the faith anyhow unless
they repent if any have been guilty ofov
any of these evils it Is important if they
wastwant salvation that they repent and do
them no moremoneinore ftfaroanr ever

weve read in this book the book of doc-
trine and covenantcovenants how people may at
tain to the different degrees of glory tcte
lestiallali terrestrial and celestial and we amarey
told that it laIs by observing thatho laws which
pertain to thee c steralleveral kingdokingdomsins themthere
is no other wayway that I1 know of ifexpect a celestial glory t aob-
serve the lawelas of the kingdom where thalthat
glory exists and eoso with any other de-
gree of glory well then as latter danday
saints weire see that we have enough to do-
we havehire to be united that we inaymay resist
the encroachmentsencroach ments of the enemy that we
may be prospered and blessed in the carthearth
and work to better advantage thanthau we
have been doing heretofore and cooperateoperateco
with each other and with the loudloid in
baudinebuilding aplisup iusjus kingdom upon the earth
if we can seebce that kingdom let us go totoi
and man the ship zion

I1 feel to bear my testimony to this great
work of the last daysdats and also in behalf
of the people that the predominating in-
fluence among them le1 in my opinion for
god I1 amant gratified exceedinglydinely to be able
to make this statement and to bear this
testimony still we harehave need to repent
that we may progress faster that wcwe
may accomplish a great work duringdaring the
day for the night cometh when no manmain
can work itI1 Usis incumbent upon each and
every one of us to do all that in our power
lielies and not neglect our opportunity for
when once it has fapairedfiled for ever
it Is for us then to work for the lord and
his causecanse and kingdom with all ourjur might
mind and strength and to sustain the
principles and institutions of high heaven
that hohe has organized among hisbis people
and so be prepared to receive that which
may come for we may expect if we have
the living oracles among we hiyehive
and I1 marwarbearbean testimony to it that other new
principles will keep coming along as fast
as the people are prepared to receive them
and a great deal faster than a great many
are prepared I1 bear my testimony that
therethere is a constant stream of revelrevelationatlon
concerning usbushereherchere and that the mind and
willwilt of god is being poured out upon us
continually it has not been slackened
one particle but it Is19 right herahere wilhwilb nsur
todayto day the bibebiec Is a compilation efof the
revelations of god which have been given
in various ages and it lato good but the
living oracles arc forfon us we are not callea
upon to build andenteand enter into an ark
Nnoahh wass the ark of safety that wweie hayehave
to build iIss different from what it was in
his deyday but as noah had to be
in laying the foundation and rearing the
superssuperstructuref tract uncnrc of his ark by revelation
from the god of heavenhearen so have we inlri
these latter days and by the revelations
otat heaven through the channel ol01 the
holy priesthood we hayehave to be concontinually
taught inla the ways of the lord that we
mamay walk in his paths it is not for every
man to go after hisbis own foolish notion
and the phantom of hisbis own brain the
kingdom can never be built up if every
one walks in the path he marks out folfor
himself it is gods kingdom and it Is
ours also intsInteinasmuchmuch as we will make our
ways correspond with his and take a
course to betie reckoned among his
when hebe makes up those upon whom lie
will confer eternal riches

thisthib earthly probation Is a day of trial
we have to passpaes through tests and ordealordeals
and have to prove ourselves worthy to be
numbered among that great company who
will rstanstandtan d as saylosavisavioursoursurs upon mount zion
with the teryvery impress of deity upon them

thetha namenamo of god written upon their
foreheads these arewee they saysbays the
apostle who come up through much
tribulationtribulationlation the lord will have a tried
people those who havehavie proven their in-
tegrity before high he none others
willbe counted worthy to receive and in
herit the eternal riches he that

the end the samefame wiltwill bebereavedsaved
1luuliuiul ibethe vordwordyord endure Is there we haigehave to
endure allnil things he that Is faithful gyerover
a few things widwill helie made ruler over many
but the word faithful laIs there we cant
go indifferently along all the days of our
lives and fly the track the very moment
an obstacle Is presented before us or
difficulty looms up in the way we must
overcome that difficulty ad rise above
that obstacle and not svswerveerve to the rlnightrightlit
hand or to tbtheleft so shall we prove our
integrity before hearenheaven and by endurenduringlug
to the end wawe shall be savedraved in goda
kingdom and having beerbem faithful over a
few thinesthings we shall receive other and be
madeeude rulers over many things Yoyou thus
seosec that salvation todayto day Is Lgainedpained upon
thetho same prInprincipleelpie as pen which itit
was gained in tthelieilc days of 11liclieilce saviour and
his apostles

I1 feel to thank the ard for his blessuless
ings and that I1 can seesec bishis handiwork inbi
the midst of the people I1 can eeesee the
increase of hishla power midpudnudrud his dominion in
the earth for rest assured it is
on every side nudaud lain the bcheartsbeartaarts of the lxalxpeo-
plee and we wish it to h more rap-
idly there fortor their own sakessaker for your
sake for my sake and it laIs for our wad-
vantage

4

individually tc lord and one
good man weareareane toltoidarcdare a great majority
BOso it does not matter EOso btuch to him howbow
manym 11 themethere are on his 0odeiede tbthen principalprincipaclra I1
ththingi Is f-

m
fornorr those whomho profess to be his

followersfolton arsandand servants tto0 belie faithful and
truearne in keeping the covenants they bavehare
made with him and not tcic
breaking thetho samecame and thereby
the rights and blessinblessingss they might other-
wise enjoy we cantenrit bebiebeulebe blessed we can-
not stand wowe can not bebc madomade rulers ove
mauvmaui things wowe calican not receive inheri-
tance

1

kingdoms tl fccunc principalities
powers 0 inln thethecacc
lestIlestral31 kingdoms enlen vava are faithful in11
allail11 things it nd be intmui bentli and I1ifr


