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Having been requested to make a few
yemarks this morning, I will endeavor
to do so, depending upgn the Spirit of
the Lord and upon your attention, faith
and prayers. 1 reallze that it is.im-
possible for me to interest the Later-
day Saints upless I have the insplra-
tion of the Almighty. We are a pecul-
jar people. When we assemble together

it s tor the express purpose
of being taught of God, be-
cause we are engaged in His
work. 1 presume that no Latter-day

Salnt ever goes to meeting but he goes
with a praycrful heart, not to hear the
oratory of men, or some profound dis-
course acquired by scholastic attain-
ments, but to lear the revelations of
Almighty God. It is necessary. that the
speaker should be {nspired; it is also
necessary that those who hear should
have the feilowship of the Spirit of
God, with ‘the understanding heart, or
else what' benefit will there be from
our nssembling together in the worshlp
of G3d? The conhdition of redemption
pronoulft_:d by the Apostle was simp-
1y, "% we walk in thé light, as He is
in the. light, have tellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ His fon ¢leapseth usg from all
sin.” (I John, 1! 7.) By thls we under-
gtand that it ig essential that we walk
4n the lght, that we serve God intel-
ligently, apd that we be led by the
counsels of the Almighty, In order that
we may be able to fulflll our individual
misgslon.
sion. save ourselves.

‘When the Gospel was, tnueht us, ana
ave wers converted, and whep we were
golng down into the waters of bap-
tism, ih¢ question was asked us

“vhither we were willing th serve God.

and keeh FHis commandments. We
‘were supposed to be converted W the
wqrshlp of the living and true God, It
wiis expected that we had repented of
Jout .Sins,ithat we werdé Gffering unte
the lLord the acceptable offerlng of the
broken heart and the contrite spirlt,
and thaf sve were willing to take upon
us the ndme of Christ, degy ourselves,
ana follow Hitn. Conseqnently the sim-
"plé question was asked us by the man.
to baptise, whether

having authority
we were willin t.serve Got and Kéep
is commahdmehnts to the best. 'of omy
abillly, and upon answering in the af-
Tiriuitive we were-taken dowr Into the
~waters of baptism, buried with Christ
4n baptism, and received the sanctify*
ing -inNuénce of His precious bjood, by
Swvhieh we wWere prepared for the re-
geptlon of the Holy :{‘hmst, It was
mneceseary that we should, hayve this
] .
ng_and obtaln that jight “which would
enable us to 'walk It the light, as he
is In the light," and by whichywe might
seée evie to eye with our brethren, and
be clespsed ,from all gin through the
precious blood of Christ.
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There is nothibg very diflicult to un-
derstand about this, is there? As 1
gald, we have our indlvidual mlssion.
The Gospel comes to us individually,
as ,the children of Him who is the
Father ot the spirits of all flesh., He
required us in our repentance to put
away all evil, and to learn to do well
This was the conditlon, because if we
were immoral we would be averse to
the principles of righteousness. We
could not represent the Lord Jesus
Christ, nor take upon uUs His name, it
we were Impure. Jesus Christ was ex-
alted ahove his fellows because He lov-
ed righteousness and hated imiqulty.
This {8 the condition we were sup-
posed to have accepted. It 18 expected
that wWe have come out of the world,
and that our desires and our feelings
are no longer In harmony with the
world, but in harmony with the ever-
1nsting principles of the Gospel of the
Son of (God, We were Catholics, we
were, Protestants of various demomina-
tions, or perchance we were infidels,
when this message, these glad tidings
of zreat joy, came unto us and told us
that God had again spoken from the
{ heavens, that He had restored to the
enrth the precious gift of the Holy
Ghost, which Is the Spirit of'revela-
tion, and that the same condition ex-
jsted now as existéd in the primitive
| shurch—that whoso would do the
‘will of the Father should know of the
adetrine; (John VII, 16, 17.) that these
sracious prineiples had been restored to
the earth by a mighty anget, who had,
flown through thie midat of heaven,
having the everlasting Gospel to
' preach to men  on the  earth,
! arying with a loud volce, Fear God,
| and give glory to Him, for the hour of
His judgment i3 come. (See Rev. 14.)
It is publinhed-in the Bible, whi¢ch goes
all over the world, that this mlghty
angel was to come, and that John the
Baptist wag nat only the forerunner of
Jesus rist in His first coriing, but
alsn in Fis setond advent, for of him
it was said thatt hém\bvps “the voige of
one that cryeth-in | ! E
pare yo the 1Esui' of e Lord, make
atraight 4An theidedert & highway for
e " (Isninhsa::g: 3._)110.1&:5‘:1'11% lin
: i of Johp, - 1 UFor 3
;‘;‘f“ﬂ,‘}“im npis written, Behold, I
aend my messenger before ‘thy face,
which shall prepare thy way beforg
thee ¢Matthew 11: 10.) The passage
Jestis réferred to you will find in Mal.
! acht. 37 svhich reads as follows:
I "Tjehold, I will sehd. my messenger,
and Ye shall prepare tha way before
mé: and the Lord, whom ye,seel, sh
sudidenly come to His temple, even
messenirer of the covenant, whotr :ve’
delight in: fb%hg!td, he shal
t the: Liord of hosts. .
‘ --BJ'J"Q whd' may ablde the day of his
coming? and who shall stand: when he
appe: 2 for~"he 18 like 'a refiner's
fire, mnd likd fullers’ Boap!

“And he shaltl sit as a refi
ifler of silver.” ete

It might*he a duestio
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ing. Bo that it wids not very R
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should testify that John the Baptist
visited them and conferred upon them
the Aaronic Priesthood. How was it,
if they were lmpostors, that they were
enabled to discern that important fact?
When the Gospel s taken from- the
Gentiles to the Jews, it wlll be with
a voice crying, “Comfort ye, comfort
ve my people, gaith your God. S8peak
ye comifortably to Jerusalem.” “What
for? Because *‘that her warfare is ac.
complished, that her inlquity s par-
doned; for she hath recelved of the
Lord's hands double for all her sins.”
(Isaiah 40: 1, 2) It will be a sound of
glad tidings to the honest in heart
among thc Jews.

Now, in these meditatlons we can-
not help reflecting that, as a people, it
would he Impossible for us to be an
{immorsal people. We are accused of
being a sensual people; and, of course,
if we are sensual we must be devilish,
bhecause we learn that men becamé sen-
sual and devilish that departed fro
God and the principles of purjty an
righteousness. But I say it is Impos
sible for the SBaints of God to be of
that character, because a man ceases
to be a Latter-day Saint whepever he
acts immorally. The Lord has enjoln-
ed upon us chastity, purity, honesty
and uprightneas; and if we were to ba
guilly of these wrongdoings to which
I refer we would no Ionger he Latter;
day Salnts. It is not the Latter-day
Baints that commit themselyes in this
manner; it {3 the latter-day sinners.
The Insirvctions that we recieve are
entirely opposed to anything of the
Kind. In almost every revelation that
wad given to the Elders in the days of
the Prophet Joseph 8Smith, they were
enjoined td observe the principles of
chastity, «irtye and purity. Again, we
belié¥e in the everlasting Gospel s
taught by the Son. of God, and I wil
refer. you to His language when He
taught ‘these principles to His disciples
on this continent: ,

“Behold, it iz written by them of did
it:iergve._ that thou shalt not commit adul-

-k

“But I-spy unto you, that whosoever
lpoketh upon a woman, 0 lust after
fer, Rath committed adultery already
in his heart, .

“Behold, I give unto.you:a.command-
ment, that ye suffer noné &f these
things to enter into your heart” (ITIL
Neph!, 12: 27 -29.)

That iz what the Latter-day Sainta
helleve. You may ask, why? Jesus
Chrjat Anawers:

“Tpt ftuls better that ye should deny

¢il take up your eross, than that ve
ud he cast-into hell,” (ITI Nephiy
30.)

By this we understand that adulter-
ers will be cast into hell. The Lovd
Jesus Christ undefstood it. Davld wiis,

nan ‘after God's own heart, and tha
rid blesséd him, fnd hore tdstimohy
t, in nothing dfd he €in, save in hia
wife. (I
King=, XV, £) Now, the Lord loved

th

ingular David, but he had to pay the penalty
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