168

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

fingeis of one hand, with perhaps
fipgere to apate; and it weuld only be
showing a ‘*decent regard'® for those
who bhave to furnirh the money when
times are hard to reform this aptate
of thipge, not indiflerently but aito.
gether.

Have the gentlemen who control
affalre In this community ever stopped
to consider how much less the work
that i8 being done could be performed
for and what a lightenizg eflect
it would bhave if this were acted on?
It wonld meen very many thousands
of doliars every year going into chan-
nels where the taxpsyers would realize
it one way or anuvther, .and would
mnake it atterly improbable tbat an-
other payday would come around anu
there be no funds on hand with which
to pay tbe needy and deserving labor-
ers who o earn what they get in most
cape8, Let a movement of this kind
be plarled, gentlemen, and see how
heartily and spontaneously the people
will uphold you in it] The applause,
too, you would treceive from willing
banus would be a new experience 1o
you but surely not the Jers welcome on
that account. Just try it,

HOW IT LOVES A LIE!

A sheet published in thle city, and
which will be eufliciently described
without being named when Wwe gsay

that its platform iz hate, its creed is
bitternees and ite chiet object In living
{5 1o arouse, iuflarge and maintain &
feeling of hostihity sgainst the Mor-
mone, bas besn lately publishing, for
sinlstet purposes of 1te own, varlous
miiicicua apd uptrutbful rlatements
concerniog the work of the Latier-day
Baints Eilders In the Boulbern states,
This morripg it returng to the charge
agaiu, with what it calla a ‘‘apecial?
from Richmond, Vs, The story,which
0o saDe person belleves to have been a
‘‘epecial® at all, but which was doubt-
s clipjed from the lveal columnpe o1
some obacure southern paper and re-
produced as fresh news, begins with an
account ol the experiences ‘*vf ap or-
ganlzed band of Mormons under the
leadershipot Klder W, G. Ellis of Salt
Lake Clty,”” How much truth there
ts in this part of the story may be
judged from the fact that there 8 no
sueh “Mormon?’ Elder In Virginia or
in the southern states at all, Then
we are favored with a glimpse of the
bome-life uf wnother of the miseiov-
aries, an ‘‘Elder Campbell, who sajd
that his father bad married several
visters and ithat he himself iiveu
in a boare with his father’s wivea fur
eight yenrs before be knew which of
the women was bhis mother.’?? Here
ngain the account I8 mieerably de-
flelent in the important ¢sseptial of
truth—there i no **Elder Campbell?’
belonging to thjs Church in that part
of the couptiry or In the mistion atall.
Coutinuing ils romanciog, the paper
goes 01 : ““There 18 no doubt that the
Mormons at wor k here are Lelievers fu
polyvamy; indeed, they do not besi-

tate 1o state a8 much upenly;?* further-;

more, *‘Other Muormones areat work ino
Btaflord, Spoiteylvania and probabiy
some olber sections of this atate,? ete.,
elc. To all of which It is simply
necessary Lo say that tf the other EI-
ders, and their teachings nnd Jdrivings
are sg mythical sa " Elder W. G, Ellis

of Balt Lake City,*”? and * Elder Camp-
be11’? who had to wait eight years to
And out who was his mother—the only
prominent pornte i the whole yarn—
tbere is ample «xplanation ot the
avigity with which our glocal cotem-
| porary grasps {18 solesore. lndeed, {t
Is only remarkable that a story having
g0 many [alseboods to commend it
sbould bave bad to be crowded out of
ils dJdeserved pluce on that paper’s
ed.turin] page.

—

+ TRAIN ROBBING AND WRECKING.

Anparticie in an Eastern paper on
the abuve subject is quite interesting
readjug, a8 thowing that we are in the

midet of a sort of epldemlc of that
kind. A lot ut figures are coliecteu,
which are shown to be rare but nope
the less reliable on that account; per-
hape no other writer has yet taken the
trouble to collect such stalistics and put
them together,” It 12 <¢laimed that
they, in addition to the jnterest which
they ¢voke, may have a moralas a
capetone to the verbal fubrie;and as if
to make the matter the more vivid Lbe
present yesar, 8o !at as It has goue, is the
oply period uf time dealt with.

Lt is fvund that in the first balf of
1888 thete were in the Unlted States
and Canada #81Xiy-one attempis to
wreck trains and in the Up.ted Staten
alone twenty-one attempts to rob them.
Most of thepe efforte were unpuccessful,
and in no case thie year was any
one eflort very successful; that
ie, the robbers bad discouraging bau
luck in gettine plunder, and the traio
wreckers produced nuv gerious wrecks,
But the figures are dis greeable. We
tbink uvfthis says,ihe writer, aaa highs
Iy civilized country,and yet we find iu
slx munths sixty-one attempts at a
crime jar more atrocious than plunder-
ing caravane, und twen!y-one atlempts
#t rubbery, bulder and motre dangerous
than the expliits of Dick Turpin.
With such {agts be fore us, theretore, it
s well tn bea jittle modest, lor these
crimes havenot been confined to the
lenst eivilized paris ot the Uniled
Biatee; and this brings usto the ques-
tion o! geographical distribation,

Maseachuseits and Illinols by the
showing made head the list in the
number of attempts to wreck traine and
Ohjo cumes next. I[n these three
respectable piales Lhirty-one per cent
of all such corlmes was conceatrated,
and New York fullows next in order,
Thie curius circumstance may be ex-
pialneu vartiy by the preat train miles
uge in those states, The atiempts at
tralp Wreeking were paore nUINerous,
becaure the traing wers Dlure numer-
ous. Probably a mure important ele-
menl is thwe ract that many uf these
eflurta to wreck tralne are made by
trampe, who nuatursily jnlest those
slates in which the Jdistancs )8 not tuo
long between pie, to say uothiuyg
ol drinks. The lugenious :iatisticiun
uof crimes may be uJlspused Lo oarry
thie speculativn turiber, but the writer
!is counteut with the uxplanattons sug-
gented,

There la another Interesting phare
of the subject In the geographical diu-
tribution vi the attemués st train rob-
bing, In this department of the sub-
jeet we are shown Lhat there is the
ssme numbetr of thensatlemptsin lowa
a8 in the Indian Territery and OQkla-

boma tnken together. Texas follows
next, and then Kansas and Neliragka,
In faot, sixty-seven per cent of all
truin tubberies and: atiempted traip
robbeties in sthe United States are
found in theee four atates and territo-
ries. Of gouree, 8uys our cotemporary,
the population of the Indian Territory
and Oklabhoma is not choice,and Texug
hag a lurge gemi-criminal element ip
its population; bat how ebull we ex.
plain the iact that Kansas, Nebreakag,
and [owa furnish 8o many of the train
rubberies and that more have ocourred
in Iowa than in any other one state?
Thie iz one of the ‘‘conundrume?’ thag
the NEws will pot attempt 10 solve, ag
least not today.

Thbere in one thing that the writer
spuke.. of overlvoked in his ramifica.
tions of erime on the rai.—the gections
ot the country whete such events are
either very rare or do not hapren at al}
of Jate yeare, Perbaps be (or she) is
lawyet ot has the instizcts of one ang
o1 by sturted vut to present ope side of
the ¢aae) or it may Lie that there are po
such sections. There is,bowever, such
a peglion—our own Utab. We leag
the couniry in & good many respects,
a1 d the absence of train robbing anp
traln wrecking is not counted the leagg
of such features. 0

*

CLEVER WORK.

The NEws has previously epoken of
the cunning-handed faculty which js
at times developed by prison inmates
and bhas given ils lieas as to the reasson
therefor, There is nothing abnormal
ip it; the mind and bapd must be
turned to sowmething, and the work
that man oan do when betries in r arg
earnest i2 always an upmessared
quakntily until he can work no lonyer,
Une of the beat pieces of such work.
munshi; we bave yet beard or read of
isdescritea by the Kapsas City Star.
It was dJope by Daniel Titus, ap in.
mate of the Muntana penitentiary
aud gent by binl 1o an attorney in that
city. Lt congists of a cAne fashiopey
by the convict during his idle huury
and ia a marvel of artislle work.,
The etick is a light, straight plece of
beechwood. A gold heasd ornaments
the top, but this is discounted by the
remarkable wood eoarving. Conviet
Titus, with bis pepknife, has carveg
upon ibe slender stick faitbful rep-
regentations of the faces of every
Ameri¢an president from Waehington
to Harrisen. This includes every man
who has ever occupled the White
House, because President Cleveland,
now serving hie second térm, was Hag-
rison?’s predecessor as well assuccessur,
Directly below the ornamental gold
bead-plece the convict carved Lthe
American eagle and the molioof the
United Btates, *“HE Pluribus Unom,*
A shield with the bars and stars in the
center, aD excellent likeness uf lhe
Father of bis coantry s next, anpd
then follow the faces of all the Presi-
vents, The stick was evidently takep
when green. The outer bark was
polished nnd cut s way to the sapwood,
This was ¢cut and carved in thousands
of delicate bair lines, and then the
wood was cat away, leaviog each face
on a raised ser ace, The wortk i us
uelicateiy done ms the finest pen and
ink work and is a subject of general
admiration,
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