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conditions attached to the Iaw of
marringe are in harmony wlith the
fact that no woman, in the capacity
of mother, can perform her duty to
her ohildren, as required of her by
Bii who created her for that.pur-
posey and, at the same time, llve in
fellowshtp and union with a faith-
less, wicked man. Because of this
ract, which is a porversion of the
entire plan of ereation, all the seed
of Abraham, the house of Israel,
whether by lineal descent or by
adoption, have ever been forbidden
to intermarry with those who were
strangers—Glentiles, boeause of their
unbellef and rebellion agninst God’s
law. This condition relating to mar-
ringe was imposed upon Israe] in all
ages for the protection of woman and
the honor and safety of the institu-
tion. 1t was a fearfu] time of sorrow
and lamentation when all those who
had violated this condition, and con-
nected themselves with allens in
marrage, had to be put away from
among the people, and they and
their children cut off from the prom-
ises that were secured to Abraham
and his seed only. The conditions
of this law are well understood by
the Baints—the Israel of to-day; and
few will dare to_place themsclves
outside the terms of redemption by
their violation.

Of all the relations of life there are
none 8o desirable, terminating in
such glorious resulis, as that of the
family. Its very foundation is love,
by which two aouls are drawn to-
gether and madeone in a unlon that
is imperishable when ita conditions
are duly honored. This union is
hoth of the body and spirit. Tt in-
cludes all the powers and facultics
that each may posscss, and is the
most perfect in its nature of any
thing that ean possibly aflect, or re-
late to, the happiness of man. Tt
takes in all that is sacred—the very
essence of all human existence.
Father, mother, and home, the dear-
est thingsof enrth, arc the legltimate
fruits of this union. In it each is
made supremely happy in the joyful
task of filling the measure of cron-
tion. All burdens are made light,
toil becomes plensure, and sorrows
are turned into joy, by the mintstra-
tions of that love which seeks not
Its own but another’s pood. The
conditions of this family relation are
most desirable to every human be-
ing who can rightly contemplate the
divinity of his nature; and thls
brings me to my Christmas proposl-
tion, which the reader may well
conclude must be In accord with
these apparent facta,
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gesta the presentation of gifts; and
every lover’s mind must be on the
rack in order to ascertain by what
token he can best give assarnnee of
his sincere devotion. T propose to
apswer this question for the young
men and young women of Israel in
Utah and the surrounding country,

To all such T would sny, “It is
time you had pnssed the childhood
of Ilfe, ceased to play with baby toys
a8 gifts to sweethearts, and began to
put on the habiliments of manhood
and womanhood for the honor and
good of your race. This suggestion
is made to not less than from fifteen
to twenty thousand of the youth of
Isrnel, who are trifling with life’s
demands nnd God’s designs by neg-
lecting to enter upon the duties of
married life. It i8 not only Christ-
mastide but the merriest time of a
leap-year, In which the ethics and
conventionalltics of soelety accord
to the lady all the privileges in this
regpect which the ardent admirer
claime. And rightly so; for it is her
nutural right—a right of choice to
whom she will commit herself for
protection and exaltation. Choose
what token and what way you please
to express your admiration and de-
termination; but the plain, smooth
ring of puru gold has been aptly and
approprintely ndopted as emblem-
atical of that undying love which
has no end, reaching to the eternity
beyond, as does the marriage vow,
whieh is ““for time and all sternity. ”
In its full significance, and in all
sincerity, let it be the Christmas gift
of the young men of Isrnel to the
fair daughters of Zien who will ac-
cept the pledge, and rcturn it with
that love which only woman knows,
Let 1t not be snid in Isrnel that wo-
man hns loved too well and been be-
trayed by one whe should have pro-
tected her.

You celebrate the Christmas and-
vent of God’s great gift to man. Tt
was the gift of o life—the best, the
choicest, the first-born from among
many. Leove could devise no greater
glft with which to seeure your love,
happiness and redemption. Bhow
now your appreciation of that gift
by henceforth approprinting yours
to the happiness of another; and llve
in those relations by which you may
evidence your love and secure that
of the good, whether on earth or in
heaven.

Life is a reality, and demands
your most earnest endeavor in the
performance of its duties.. The con-
ditiens“under which you can fulfil
Yyour duty to woman will secure for
you happiness and the glory of do-

The very idea of Christmas sug- | minion, and the marringe institution

with you will not be a fajlure. You
have all to encourage you, Your
parents will help you; your country .
invites you with a liberal homestead;
and you will learn that *“he who
findeth » wife findeth a good thing,
and obtaineth favor of the Lord.”*
“Her price s far above rubles; her
wenlth the wealth of worlds.”? He
who 18 80 reckless as to determine to
encounter the storms on the perilous
voyage of llfe, without the compan-
fonship and aid that have so wisely
been provided for him, 18 llke a ship
at sen, without ballast or rudder—
Hke the captain without pilot or
compass. 8 wW. R

AMONG THE MORAVIANS,

It was my fortune to pass the win-
ter of 1848—84 in the prefty little
town of Bethlehem, Pa., as a stu-
dent in the university theresituated.
Soon after my arrival, I became
practically aware of the existence of
o somewhat peculiar and very inter-
esting religious order known ar the
Moravians. This denominalon of
worshipers wasto mebut littleknown
at the time, yet during my brief
sojourn in thelr midet, many peculiar
customs, as well as numerous inter-
esting itemns of their past history,im-
pressed me in a way long to be re-
membered.

As the resalt of some inguiry and
regearch, T lenrned that the Moravi-
an sect Ia of historle importance,and
may with truth be said to enjoy to
degree the dignity of age. The
church was first organized in Bo-
hemia in the year 1457, and its
catabllshment s to be regarded as
one among many religlous move-
menta resulting from the martyrdom
of John Huss by the Counell of
Constance. The officia]l name adopt-
ed by tht sect soon after the perfec-
tion of its organizatlon was the
Unitas Fratrum, or Unity of Breth-
ren. This title was recontirmed when
the church received recognition hy
the Parllament_of Great Britain in
the year 1748, The influence of the
order spread widely throughout
Europwe during the sixteenth and
seventeenth eenturies,but it was not
untijl 1736 that a Moravian wsettle-
ment was made In America. At
that time, hewcever, Bavannah,
Georgia, was selected ns a nucleus;
but this place was soon abandoned,
and other more successful enterprises
were undertaken in Pennsylvania.
The town of Bethlellem in that
State wns nt one time exclusively
under Moravian control; and there
this little body of worshipers settled
to the enjoyment of their religious




