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Constitutisn *ith mattera that should
he left to the Legislature. A gainst'tnis
tendency the varicue committees
shouly make & determined stand, Dot
oply In thelr own interest to expedite
mutters, bul In the Interest of the
whole people. The purpose of the
Copo: titution i8 nut to tie upthe Legls-
lature or the peupie sp Lthey can move
only witbin uarfow limns, like the
walis of an iron cell. 1t snould lay
down funaamentsl principles to puide
the pnlicy of the Stale, leaving 1o the
Legielature,asthe ulrectrepresentatives
of tne people, toe broadenl exercise ot
owel covbsilert wilh ,the weliafe o
all. It this tendency to leglelare in
the Constituiion ehould prevaill, and i1
shouid he accepted hy the people for
want of something hetler to chooee,
we will have a Biate charter at which
consisnt, and eesentially eXpensive,
tinkering will be pecessary. Again
we urge that legislation socnid be jel
to the Lieglslature. [Ttab?’s Conslitu:
tjoo sbould, not bé burdeped with a
civil apd penal code, of Witb any other
mutter thal can he safely le.t wita th-
people’s representatives (o dispose of ae
pceanlon @By require,

LI HONG CHaNG IN JAPAN,

The arrival of Viperoy L! Hung
Chsng in Japasn as Chinu’s envoy to
sue (DT peace e one of the remarkable
events 01 this age. LU is poluted ous
that (s 18 the firat time {n hie lite the
aged ptalesman hus eet oot vutBIGe Lhe
buuudarbies of his Gouniry, whieh fauk
repders the prere. t ] urney (0 tbe
courtry of Cuipa’s traditiunal spu
despletd enewy sll Lhe mole memor-
able, Japau's phenomepnni viclufier
preclude tue poeslbILY ui resislance ob
the part of the Cuigese guovernnent. o

‘apy (eruns  the mikauo?s Fepressi-
tativea may lnsist upon; the |atier
will he restricted In tbeir  Jde-

mapds only by ine objections of in-
teresiod wesiern powers, Buly, sinee
the pesce Dnegotisllunse conescguenly
will e garfried on  virtnally between
these am Japan, the viceruy’s recoy-
nized diplomsiic shility, i properly
playing upun the diversifley 10r Jgun
juteresls, MmMwy #ecurs much Dbetter
teFrms oi pesce thab u couquersd coun-
try utberw.se mignt «Xpeot.

Waoat Japsu?s uemunds are, 8 ap
yet not positively kpuww, but fumor
hao It thaf the YICeroy 1s empowered
to consent tu Lhe cermiun of uil tne ter-
ritury nDow peceupred by the Juvaders
apu the ieland or Fofuwoss, besides &
war IDdemDILY gusravieey by oustome
Cuign’s fleet will alse be

recel e,

tbroww io i pDecessary. sbleul.
this arfsngement e carfled oul,
Japan would hecome 1lhe poe-

geesy? of Dot poly Uwo of 1the most
j purtaut forie of Uhibs, communying
1be entrapce to Pewin, bul also the
whule province ol Munchurla 1o adJs-
tion (o the jsiund of Fuormosn,

The quesliow of Lhe in.emn®ty i
thought to be of panijeulsr Inwerest to
tse Uuiled Stales, because if the ae-
meny in made lof the paymeut
ol £260,000, 000 or mpre In
gold, el LY disturhapces in
the financial world are auticlpateu
that migut fepult in the drain of our
tressury wupply of gold, But &8 ex-
Becieiary ol Stute Foster 1s the legal
adviser of Chins lo this aflsir and us
Migisters Dun st Tokio and Lenby

at Pekln have heen applied to
to vee their good coffices in the
vegotiations, ‘It 18 contldently ex-

pected that no agreement detrimeunts )
10 the jaterests of the Unlted Biater
will be entered into, Ll Hupg Chang’s
mijeslon to Jspan je likely 1o he ful-
flied 10 a few duys and the terme ul
peace wili suon be asnuunced offi alally,
unirss rFome nusxpected obatacle arises
But whatever the resulis of this mis
sibn may be, the present war marks an
epoch In the histpry of Asla, perhapn
of the world, apd 1ta ¢ffecta’will he fell
throughout centurirs to come.

—

THAT IRRIGATION ARTICLE.

The NEWS gave space {0 un explana.
tlop, heiore the comnltiee on agricul-
turs, eic., of the Constitutional Qob-

vention, by the eecretary of the irriga.
iivn evmmiselon, of the inteot 1f the
arifole prupused by that body for the
Coustitution, upon the suliject of irr-
guting wuater. And from what we cub
«iean from a garejul reading of the ex-
planation jtreif, which 18 by no meane
g¢lear or free t(fom contraaictione, we
are per ectly satisfled (as we were a1
tirsi) that the intention of the commie-
sivn was all right, and if properly
placed before tbe Copsiltutional Cou-
ventioo and the people would recelve
ineifendorsement, The trouble lathat
the suugested art.«cle which has heeu
eritiioized Jid Dot exprees the intention
which theexplanation seeks t> convey.
1t was well to wuugest the uller ah-
sardity of the members conposing the
commission presenting *‘anything but
what they deemed would he for
the best L terrat of all our people.?? L
miry he timely now to add for the ju.
f rmation of the public thai: (1) The
wuguested article (perhaps jusavert-
ently) 4id uct expreesibe intention of
vhe irrigulion ¢ mmission; (2} the
minvel ol jis wordine ohecureu, and o
sume respeCip traversed the origjual
ienig ; and (3) the formulated docu
ment wus not submitted io or cob.

sidered and pursed upon  hy
the cominission, aod thereforr
lhe  geutlemen composing  ths!

opdy in ite entirety do not recommendy
1t aud are not fespoonmibie for ita pro-
vlsiops, The segretary siates that the
suguested aruicle in “aim: et the exac
verbiage?’ of the Wyoming constitu-
tion, That la the troubte; it s the
**verhjage,”’ lhe superabundance ol
words of which the article cuiefly coc-
siste, that Je objecled to.

We tully reslize the neceesity of an
irrfgativo srilcle in the Cunetitution;
We al82 recogpize the fat that there 1
no vealed right to the water—ine
corpus—hut tuut all vested rights are
wihe use of certaln proporftions for
apeclfic purposer, whether that Uer
tempofarlly Jiverts or permanenily
removes the liguisd  from e
ostural chaonel; turther, we oom-
prene: d Lthe nec-salty far o
uniiorm ‘syetom of Biale con-
trol. Bines the discursion bLue
gone his fur, (lherelore, we will
suggest our View of whut might he ac-
veptable in the Cousltution, We pre-
sent Lthis 1o brie! f.rm, !fom a desire
110¢ Lo enCrouCh Upon the ground ot tbe

coramittee bhaving the matter in
chuige:
1. A deolsration of ownpership by

the Btate of all punlic waters,

2. A recognition of water righte(the
right to mse torough priority of appro-
pristiion, ete,,) ibhbering tn the land.

8. The assumption of control by the
Htate of the distribution of the water
in agcord with acguired righte,

4. The lpetitntion of a Btate hoard of
cootrol composeu of & comgpetent Biate
engineer appointed by the Governor
wod confirmed hy the Henate, and of
tour other fpersons selected from de-
fAned districts by vote of the people;
the declsions of this board to be subject
tv Teview hy the Biate courte.

Tuetraming of these provisions In
simpie and concise language we he-
heve to be all that is veceseary for the
Irrigation article in the Conetitmtion,
aud a sutlicient guide for the Lieglsla-
ure in the enuptment 0! lawa guneist-
vnt with exlisting rigbls and coaditions
and equal to future needes,

—

WHAT THE RECURD TELLS.

When the work iu the paviog dis-
trict was done there were a 8w plop-

erty owners In the husiness quarter

wbo applied for and gained lemporary

+Eemption irom the Uity Council order
requiring the sidewnlks to conform to
toe fixed grade. These exempted

walEs are not oply uvusightly snd a

wubilo inconvenmience, hut Leve beel

the veeasion of damepe saite against

tbhe ¢fty. For ioestance, on one, the

rlope of which varieg from toat eetsh-

iinbed aud 18 such as to he Jdangerous
0 pedestrians in wet weather, a man

slipped and fell. Lo trylng to save

mimeell he eaught his arm on sbarp

iron spites attached to the butiding

sujpoent, erverely injurlng blw. He

vow has s §15,000 damn.e suitagrinst

the ¢ity,. Uu nootber of these out-pf-

grade sidewalks m lady fell and re-

Celved injuries for which there |8 now

a §3,000 suit ngaivst the mu icipallty.

Heeldes these thuere afée piber glajme

10F damage Ifom the pame poUrce.

Biluce Li;e temporary vxemption was
granted there bave heen thrice eflorte
iu the Uity Couneil to have toese side-
walke Conform Lo the requirements
whiga had to be met by others, The
firet titne Lthis was Jdone, the Councti
passed a rerolution ordering complt-
ance, The owners of the oljectionante
sluewalks got to work,and the next
mealiug the Couvel)l rescinded 1ta
activn. A lfew months l-ter 8 second
resviution of siroilar churacter (o the
Aret was adopted and referred to the
ovpard of public works to ¢arry oul. The
tavored owoers rustivd wguin snd se-
sufed a report to the Couucl) recom-
mendipg tuat ihe change he not mude,
bicabse JL wun lste in the resvon and
froaly wealher wasappfoaching, That
Jdirposed of order uumber two. The
third time waes this montu. ‘The resc-
totlon pussed all rigut, as on firmer
oveusions; but the owners »flected
again fsd their inhore crowrned with,
wuccesr, for at the Jupt rFession uf the
Counuil selinbn was taken pructically
ren¢indlov the order tfor confsrmity to
grnde, psssed for the third time.

The direction for v rade requirements
to be complied with Is in accord with
tbe rule of treating all property owne
erg alike. The 1epented revocations of
orders therefpore shows how a -peclal
few can bhe and are Iavored over Lhe
muny¥. The bulk of propefty owuers
hud to gome to time In good shape, huk.

‘1or these few—well, the Tecord speaks,



