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conference NOTICE

the sixty fourth annual conference
of the church of jesus christ of lat

berdayter day saints will convene toii the
tabernacle salt lake city at 10

on friday mozmorningning april
jtb 1894

the officers aej members of the
church generallygenerallyareare cordially invited
to attendee meeting of the confer
onceenoe

WILFORD WOODRUFF

JEORGE Q CANNON
JOSEPH F SMITH

first presidency

corrections
the NEWS is pleased to give space to

the following communication
SALT LAKE CITY march 21 1894 mr

editor I1 in yourjour itsueit sue of the
fart an article headed H W bigler in
which it is stated that bigler and azaza
aali smith of mand are the only ones
now alive and residing in utah who
went to coloma forty five miles distant
fi om portfort and built a sawmill
toid january 1848 1I vvwriterite to inform you

I1 teat Alexaalexanderluder Sepbenshens Isi now living in
weber county andand he and I1 were pres-
ent at the great discovery of gold at that
place william nownew mexico
was also present

H W bigler was as you stated the
ratrai to make the record of that important

walt
herewith I1 forward to you my pampaimpa m

ebletet on the mitatarst discovery of gold ibcal
copy of which is now laid awaawayy

toint the archives of the state library of
40californiaalifornia and also in the library of the
society of california pioneers otof 49 and
accepted isas the bestbeat record that they have
ever found

peelingfeeling thatyou will be ppleasedI1 eased to cor-
rect the mistake I1 am yours truly

JAMBS S BROWN

the pamphlet received from mr
brown Is entitled california gold
IIan authentic history of the first
findtfind and contains sixteen pages ol01
interesting reading matter it has
been recently issued from the prompress at
oakland california the date of its

being january 24 of this
year the tIve covers from june

1847 to the latter part of june 1848
toefolpe error which mr brown calls

attention to was based on a passage
that has been much quoted in local
publications and the substance olof
which appeared in a widely read series
of articles of a few years ago in the
century magazine on the gold dis-
covery henry W bigler of st
george smith of manti ioin
utah and peter I1 wimmer of sanban
diego california are today the three
survivors of the perpar y olof workmen

picks and shovels first brought
to light the auriferous wealth of cali-
fornia 22 A few months ago ww
johnston of new mexico wrote that
he was still living and his letter was
published in the NEWS as he is not
eidlingeidlng in utah be was not named in

ouraur article on the now
mr brown comes forward with

the information that mr Stepbenebens
lais yet resiresidingdinst in weber county and
himself in this city it is with more
thenthan ordinary satisfaction that we an-
nounce these additional facts to the
public and for the courtesy of0 enabling
usua to do soBO mr brown hasbaa our

we regard the pamphlet referred to
asaa worthy the importance which the
author says has been attached to it bybf
the california pioneers societyety lieits
author waa on the ground at the time
andrid therefore speaksspeake from personalpersoual
knowledge it bears evideevidencenob of being
a more authentic and accurate accodaccountat
otof the discovery of gold in california
than is contal aeJ iuin ene of
that state now extant including that
of H H bancroft and isia therefore a
correction of their statements for
this reason we give a brief summary
of the narrative and some extracts

mr brown relates howbow the mormon
battalion members decide to stay in
california and seek employment torfor
the winter of 1847 8 anu recites that a

of them were hired by sutterbutter
and marshall six of toethe battalion
alex SteuSte benc H W bigler Jjuneajameaamea
tferger azaranarah ab deith wwwm johnstonjohneton
land james 8 Brown built a cabin
near the saw willmill at coloma and did
their own cooking mr brown tells
bow on the day before the
was made mr marshillmarshall communicate J
toito him his views thatbat a bed of rookrock jimin
the mill race contained loldoid they
got a pan and washed of the
sandband gravel and bedrock the latter
scaled off with ala plotpick but their

was unsuccessful mr Marmarshallkhall
was not iatisHedfied bohowever and bifidmid
he would turn in the water to ran all
night and would shut it off in the
morning to tooklook for the metal
thus it appears that the disodiscoveryvery
was notdot accidentally made while
examining some damage to the tail
race but was theibe result of deliberate
search when mr marshall shut the
water oftoff in the mr brown
remarked to his companionscompanious on liehe
laIs going to find a gold minemime this morn-
ing P mr browns narrative then
sayaye

nothing but a smile of derision stole
over the laceafaces of the parties preaen we
ateaie our breakfastbreak tast and went to work
james berger and myself went to the
whipsaw and the rescoerest of the men some
eight or tonten rods off from the mill I1 was
close to the mill and sawpit but was also
close to the tail race where I1 could direct
the indiansindiana that were there this was
january 24 1848

just when we got partly to work here
came mymr marshall with his old wool
hatbat in his hand and stopped with-
in six or eight yards of the sawpit
and exclaimed boys I1 have got her
now 1 1 1I being the nearest to him and
having more curiosity than the rest otof the
men jumped from the pit and stepped
to him and on looking in his hat discov-
ered say ten or twelve scales of what
provedroved to be gold I1 picked up theFIrfergestlargestgest piece worth about fitlyfifty ceniscems and
ttestedsted it with my leeah and as it did not
give0 I1 held it aloft and exclaimed gold
boys goldgol 11 at that they all dropped
their tools and gathered around mr
marshall

mr brown then details how he tested
the metal by hammering it and by

beating and again declared that it waswac
gold he sayemye

at this juncture all was excitement
and all repaired to the lower end of thetail race where we found from three to
six inches of water flowing over the bed
of the rookrock in which there were crevices
and little pockets over which the water
rippled in the glare of the sunlight asaa itshone over the mountain peaks james
berger was the first man to spy a scale ot
thehe metal he stooped to10 pick it up butbatfound some difficulty in getting hold of

it as his fingers would blur tilethe waterbut he finally succeeded the next man
to find a piece was H W bigler he used
his jack knife getting iton the point of the
blade then getting his forefinger over it
placed it in his left hand and as we
learned how to look for it as it glin ered
under the water and in the rays of the
sun we were all rewarded with a few
scales each put nis mite ino a smallvial that waswa provided by marshall andwe made him the custodian we re
pea ed our visits for three or four morn-
ings to10 the tail race each timelime collecting
some more of the precious metal until
we had gathered somewhere between
three and four ounces

the pamphlet goes on to relate how
H W bigler roundfound gold in more anaa
a dozen other places antiand describesjescribes
bowblow many other discoveries were
made up to the time of the rushrash to
mormon island and the first public
announcement of the news by a ban
franciscoFrane isoo paper edited by samuel
brannan and owned by a company of
mormonscormonsMormons there Is also an interesting
statementastoas to
imademau a trough from a log and then
converted it ato a rookerrocker which led
to the renowned gold rocker mr
browns narrative gives many
lacs up to the time be left forfoi utah iuinjujunen 1848 and statesstales

to Sut lers capital and enterprise and
marshallsmarchallsMar shrewd sag has been
given the credit of TEthe great gold dis-covery otof california the facts are thatjames W marshall discovered the firstcolor and in less thanihan an hour six mor
monsmono found color as well and in lessnanhan six weeks hadbad discovered it in hun-dreds of places that mr marshall had
never seen the most notable ot whichwas mormon island to where the firstrush was made and from where the news

I1 was spread to the uttermost bounds of
the everlasting hills and to all the na-
tions of the earth

As to enterprise and capital
he did furnish the graham flour andana
mutton wheat and peas black coffee and
brown sugar teams and tools while we
the members of the mormon battaliondid do the hard labor that discovered the
metal and it is also true that we were inemploy at that date and that we
did not gotget paid for our labor I1 workeddays for the firm and never receivedone farthing for it 0 when we
went for a settlement we were told bby
captain sutter that he could not betyesettle
with us for his bookkeeper had gone to
I1thehe mines and MRbin books were not posted
he cursed marshall and the mines and
declared that he was a ruined man that
the discovery was his ruin for itii had
drawn off his laborers and left every-
thing to go0 to racksrack and he was being
robbed fI1 do noc wish ii to10 be under-
stood thailthat I1 charge them with being dis-
honorable for I1 do not but I1 charge it to
the general confusion of the country

THE resurrection OF

the fact that christ rose from the
tomb after having sufferedbuffered death by
crucifixion hashow alwayalways been 1


