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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

CONFERENCE NOTICE,

The Bixty-fourth A nnual Conference
of the Church ot Jesus Christ of Lat-
‘fer-day Bainte will conveno In the
Tabernacle, Balt Lake City, at 10
o’clock on Friday morning, Aprl
6tb, 1894,

The officers and members of the
“Church gepera!ly are cordially invited
to attendjthe meeting of the Confer-

ence,
WILFORD WOUDRUFF,

JEORGE Q. CANNON,
JosErPH F. BMITH,
First Presidency.

THINTORIUCAL €CORRECTIONS.

The NEwS ia pleased to give apace to

‘the followlng communication:

8aLr LAEE City, March 2I, 1894.—Mr,
Editor: I noiice in your irsuve of the 20th
ins1. an ariicle headed H. W. Bigler, in
‘which it is stated that Bigler and Aza-
riabh Smith, of Manii, are the only ones
now allve and residing 1n Utah, who
went o Coloma, forty-five miies distant
from Suatter’s Fort, and built 4 sawmill
in-Janunary, 1848. I write to inform you
“that Alexander S.ephens is now liviog 1n
Weber counuy, and he and I wero pres-
ent at the great discovery of gold at that
place. *Wiiliam Johnston,of New Mexico,

~was als) preaent.

H. W. Bigler was, a« you stated, Lhe
first to make the record of that important

~event,

Herewith I forward to you my pam-
phlet on the firat discovery ot gold inCul-
ifornia,a copy of which ia now laid away
in the arcbives of ihe state lihrary of

- Californis, and also in the library of the
Society of California Ploneers ot 4%, and
accepted as the hest record that they have
-@ver tound,

Feeling that you will be pleased to cor-
-Tect the mistake, I am, yonrs truly,

James 8. BRown,

The pampblet recelved from Mr,

Brown 1s entitled “California Gold:

.an Authentlic Hlstory of the Firat
Find,” and contains sixteen pages of
‘interest!ng reading matter. It has
been recently lssued from Lhe preas at

-Oakland, California, the date of Its
anthorship being Japuaty 24 of this

year, The parrative covers from June
1, 1847, to the Jauer part of June, 1848,

,The ertor which Mr. Brown calls
sttention to was based on & passage
that has been much quoted in local
gublications, and {he substavce ol
which appeared in a widely-read series
of articles of a few years agoin the
Century Magazine on the Gold Dia-
covery: ‘‘Henry W. Bigler, of Bt.
George, Azariah Smith, of Mantf, in
Utab; and Peter L. Wimmer, of 8an
Diego, California, are today the three
survivors of the psr'y .ot workten
whose picgsand shovels first brought
to light the auriterous wealth of Cali-
fornia.”” A [ew months ago Wm,
Johnston, of New Mexlco, wrote that
he was suiil living, and his letter waa
puhlished in the NEwS, a8 heis not
residing 1n Utab, he was not named in
our article on the 20th, Now
Mr. Brown comes forward with

the information that Mr. Stephens
ia yot resldine in Weber county and
himeelf in this city. It iz with more
than ordioary satisfagtion that we an-
nounge these additional facts to the
puhblic, and for the courtesy of enabling
us to do 8o Mr, Brown has our thauks.

We regard the pamphlet referred to
as worthy the imporiance wWhich the
wUthor says hag heen attached to il hw
the California Piotneers’ acciety. ILis
author was on the ground at the time
and therefore speaks from personal
knowledge. It buars evidence of heing
a more authentic and acourate accou nt
of the discovery of gold in Callformia
than is contatues lo tone nistories of
tbat state now extanf, iocluding that
of H. H. Bancroft, aud is therefore a
vorrectivn  of tbeir statements. For
this reason we give a hrief aupamaty
of the narrative and some extracts
therefrom.

Mr. Brown relales how the Mormon
Battalion memhers decidei to slay in
Ualifornia and seek employment for
tbe winter of 1847-8, anu recgites that s
wumher of them were hired by SButter
and Marsbali, 8ix of tbe Battalion—
Alex. Stenhene, H. W. Bigler, James
Herger, Azarlah Bmith, Wm. Johnston
and James B. Browin—built a cabln
pear the saw mill ut Coloma, and did
‘their own cooking. Mr. Brown teils
how, on the day before the disgovery
was made,Mr. Marsball communicated
ito him his views that a bed of rock in
the mill race contained jold, They
ot & pan aud washed sowe of the
sand, gravel and hedrock (the latter
gcaled off with a pick), but their
eearch was unsuccessiul. Mr. Marchall
was not eatigfled, however, and amd
he would wirn tn the water to ran all
night, aund would shut it off In the
motning to loock for the metal
Thus it appears thab the disc.Very
wag nobt usco.dentally made while
examining some damage to the tail
race, but was the result of dellberate
search. When Mr, Marshall shut the
water off in the morring Mr, Brown
remarked to his compauions, **On, ne
is golog to tind & gold mine this morn-
ing.’” Mr. Brown’s nparrative then
SAYE:

Nothiog but a smile of derision stole
over the taces ol the parties presen:.. We
aie our hreakfast apnd weni to work.
James Berger and myselt went to the
whipsaw, and the rest of the men some
eight or 1en rods off from the mill, I was
close to the mill and sawpit, bat was also
close to the tail race, where 1 could direct
the Indians that were rthere. This was
January 24, 1848,

Just when we got partly to work, here
came Mr. Marshall with his old wool
bat in his hand, and stopped with-
in six or eight yards of the sawpit
and exclaimed, “Boys, I have goi her
now!!* I, belng tbe Dearest Lo him, and
having more cnriosity than the rest ot the
men, jumped from the pit and stepped
to him, and on looking in his hat disgov-
ered say ileh or Lwelve scales of what
proved to he gold, I picked up the
largest plece, worth aboul fifty cen:s, and
tested 1t with my teeih, and as it did not
give, I neld it aloft and exelaimed, *Gold,
boys, gold!?’ As that they ull dropped
their tools and gathered around Mr,
Marshall.

Mr. Brown then detsils how he tepted
the metal by hemmering it.and hy

heating, and again declared that it was
gold. He says:

At this juncture all was excitement
.and all repaired to the lower end of thé
tail race, where we found from 1hree to
'six inches of water flowing over the bed
of the rook, in which there were creviges
and little pockets, over which the water
rippled in the glare of the sunlight as it
shone over the mounain peaks. Janpjes
Berger was the first man to Spy a seale ot
the metal. He stooped o pick it up, but
found some diffienlty in getting hold ol
it, as his tingers would blur the water,
but he finally succeeded. The next man
Lo tind a piece was H. W. Bigler; he used
bis jack knife,gettingiton the point ofthe
hlade, then getting bls rorefinger over it
placed it in his left band, And as we
learned how to look for it, as it glitered
under the water and in the ruys of the
sun, we were all rewarded with u few
scaler. Each put nis mite in.o a gmall
vial thal was« provided by Marshall, and
we made him the oustodian, Wg re-
peu ed our visits for three or four morp-
ings (o the tail race, each ume collucting
some more of the precious metal, uoiit
we lLud gathered somewhere between
three and four ounces.

Toe pamphlet goes on to relate how
H. W. Bigler round gold in more than
a dvzen other places, and Jesgrihes
how many olher discoveries weare
made, up to the time of the rysh to
Mormon Island and the firet public
announcement of the news by a 8an
Francieco paper edited by Hamuyel
Brapnan and owned by a Company of
Mormons. There is 8lso an futeresting
statermentss to how AlexanderBtephens
mude & trough from a log, apd-then
converted itiuto a rocker, whigh led
to the renowned gold rocker, Mr.
Brown’s narrative gives many particu-
larg up to the time he lefi for Utab, in
June, 1848, and states: 1

To Sutter's capital and enterpri
Marshall’s shrewd sugacity En:ebzgg
given the credit of the great gold dis-
covery ot California, The faucts are that
James W, Marshall discovered the first
color, and in less iban an hoar six Mor-
mons tound color a&s well, and in less

ban six weeks bad discovered it 1n hun-

dreds of places that Mr, Marshgall had
Dever seen, the most notable of which
was Mormon lsland, te where the first
rush was made, and from where the news
wasd spread 1o the uitermost bounds of
the everlasting hills and to all the na-
iions of lge ear,Lh.

As to Suaiter’'s enterprise and
he did furnish the gll']aham ﬂoﬁ?pi;:h
mutton, wheai and peas, black coffes and
brown sugar, teams and tools, whils we
Ihe memhers of the Mormon Batmlion‘,
did do the bard labor that discovered the
metal; and it is also troe that wo were in
Suuer’semploy at that date, and that we
did not get paid for our labor. I worked
100 days for the firm, and never received
one fartbing forit. # #* % When we
went for a setilement we were told h
Captaln Sutter that he could pot setile
with us, for his bookkeeper had gone to
the mines and his books wers not posted.
He oursed Marshall and the mines and
declared that be was a ruined man, that
the discovery was his ruln, for iy had
drawt off his laborers and lefi every-
thing to go lo rack, and he was being
robbed. I do Dot wish itio he under-
stood that I charge them with being dis-
benorabie, for I do not, but I charge it to
the genersl confusion of the countrv,

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIAT.

The fact that Christ rose from the
tomb after having suftered death hy

ctucifixign has always been proclaimed



