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must go dJdown into the water
and were each baptized  as

the same John baptized Jesus in Jor-
dan more than 1800 years ago. How
that Peter, James and John, apostles
ot the Lord Jesus Christ, who were
with Him in His ministry when on
earth, and to whom He committed the
keys snd authority to build up His
kingdom and administer in spiritual
things. came and laid their hands
upon Joseph aud Qliver, and author-
ized them to administer in like bless-
ings to the children of men, with au-
thority to build up a like kingdom of
righteousness ainong men in this day
of men’s need and God’s power, con-
viction seized upon my soui{asin trans-
Eort of delight [ witnessed the same

ands that wrote the Book of Mormon,
trace with pen and ink testimounies
thut can vever he obliterated, of these
holy ministrations, and the messages
of malvation brought to earth from
heaven, that these men had seen and
heard bhoth the Father and the Son,
and were living witnesses of the [act
that He who was put to death by
wicked hamis does live and Is the
Savior and Redeemer of men. And
having seen and heard these things, I
o most assuredly bear testimony of
them, thiat [ may share with them
there the glory of the fnture, as [ bave
here the wunapeakahie jJjoys of the

resent.,

With these evidences and testimonles
before us, which only relate to the
manoper ol the coming forto of the book,
say nothing of the purity of the doe.
trines it inculeates, I am free 1o say
and most confidently assert there 1s
not another vook on earth known to the
Chiristian world that is ertiiled to the
snme faith, worthy of the same confi-
dence, and so purely the Word of Gud,
as the Book of Mormon. Every word
of it has been writtea as it has come to
ug by the *giit and power of Fod;*’ hy
His direct divine interposition aud for
n holy purpose.

This deciaration, these facts, should
be enough to awaken an interest in
every mind to learn what are its con
tents and what relation it sustains to
the present and future welfare of man-
kind, or any portion of them. To read
carefully its pages would he a Jirect
way to satisfy that interest, but as
rmany have not access to it, and many
whodo care less about it than some
who do not, I shall briefly refer o
some of its marvelous predictions and
some of its historieal revelations which
are solving problems of scientiflc and
geological controversy.

The many interesting incidents at-
tending the coming forth and transla-
tion of this sacred and historieal record,
as related by these men io my liearing,
would fill » volume, but they are not
all periinent tu the object of this com-
munication, which is toawaken a more
lively interest in these things among
the youth of Zion, who must bear not
only the responsibilities of ministry
but should possess the knowledge
requisite to meet intelligently thore
antiquarian developments which have
been and are continually comlng to
light to the astonishment of all who
are ignorunt of the contents of that
hook,

It is a key to the many mysteries of
this land from the day that Jared and
his hrother with their families landed
upon the shores from the tower of
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Babel; or from the days when our
Farther Adam offered sucrifice for him-
self and his children when it was the
garden of the whole earth; a land
upon which mighty nations have lived
and died, leaving behind them im-

‘perishable monuments of their day and

race, their faith aud ¢ivilization, which
have been reserved for the admiration
of their children, of whom it was long
since decreed they should come toa
knowledge of their fathere.

Thediscovery of ruined cities, wou-
derful for their architectural grandeur
and durahility, in Central Ameriva.
Mexico, and to the land northwart,
the artificial mounds throughout the
land which have been found to be the
buria) placesof a race that has perished
without our knowledge, the hundred
mound eaves in the centre of our jaud,
which was the centre of their civiliza-
tion; and where lie emhalmed thou.
gands of human skeletons of compura
tively giant size, and away in the
far north where sacred altars still re-
main se perfect, and 8o superior fo our
present knowledge of the craft of
masonry as fo ascribe the work to a
‘‘prehistoric past;?* with hierogly phies,
and chiseled crescents and amphithes-
tres, which proclaim them the remains
of n great people,*who must have com-
muned with gods of high art, and
enjoyed a civilization equal, if not
superior, to our own»—all these, and
much more, are no mystery to the
careful student of the Book of Mor-
mon. '

That record not only links the past
to the present, but penetrates the future
with all the certainty of propletic in-
stinct that divine inspiration gives to
man.

Nor nre these material evidences
alone corroborative of the houk. Ln-
spiration and prophecy blend their
voices in harmony, demanding ‘its
coming forth as it bas, the redeeming
pledge ot sacred promise,

It is an event that can be recognized
ad the fulfillment of David? prophecy,
“Truth shall spring out of the earth
and righteousness shall look down from
bheaven.?”” Psalm 85, 11. A righteous
angel revealed the hiding place of
truth in the earth, and that which had
long been hid came forth to the un ler-
standing of men..

Enoch in his days u‘tered a like
prophecy, and declared that the “truth
should come forth out of the earth,??
and it should bear testimony of the
only begotten Bon of God.

Jesussaid He had other sheep that
were not of the Jewlish fold, *‘and they
shall hear my voice.’? John 10, 16.

After His resurrection and ascension

He visited the Nephites on this land as |

recorded by them in the Book of Mor-
mon, organized His church and gave
them the law of His Goapel.

Many other prophets havealsospoken
to the effect that the richer blessings
were in store {or the seed of Joseph
through the loins of Ephraim; of whom
the Nephites claimed to be literal de-
scendants.

God promised the Jaredites that their
language sheuld not be confounded,
that He would lead them to a land
choice ahove all others, and that no
nation should be greater than that of
their seed. We may, therefore, reason-
ably expect as grand develcpments
from the land of the Jaredites, as from
the land of the Pharachs,

Butnotwithstanding all the eviden-
ces of sacred and other testimenies,un-
buelief has usurped dominion over Lhe
minds of men until many Bible truths
are as openly discarded by professed
Christians ns are thuse of the Book of
Mormon.

When we come to examine the con-
tents of thie book we flund 1t to be an
abridgement of the records kent by
the people who were the descendants
of Nephi, who with his fumily and
kKindred [eft Jerusalem and came to
this land about six hundred years be-
fore Christ; and also an abridgement
of the records of the people of Jared,
who were scattered at the time the
Lord coufounded the language of the
people, when they were huilding a
towerto vet to heaven.

The Nephite records also furnish an
abridged historv of that part of the
Nephite race, called Lamanites, who
dissented from the faith and practice
of their fathers, were cursed by a
datlkoess of skin, and are now known
as the American Indians

For historieal 1nformation of a large
portion of the humnan family there is
0o other book on record that can com-
pare with it. [t accounts for the many
wonderful discoveries which charac-
terize and make famous the American
continent, demounstrating the highest
degree of civilization and culture in the
arts and sciences. as developed in
ruined cities, magnificient temples and
mummified skeletons of the desd.

The book of Mormon is the most
ancient and reliable history of America
tha¢ is now extant. It treats of the
peoples and their character, who lived
aod prospered exceedingly in the land
for many hundreds of years, so long as
they obeerved the precepts and lived in
the raith Jesus Christ, who ministered
to them in person atter His resurrec.
tion, taught them the plan of salvation
and organized His Ctiurch among thy m
with Prophets and A postles, as He bad
done ainong the Jews at Jerusalem,

For sacred history and doctrinal
di~quisition there is nothing to compare
with it in all the realm of literature,
No learned theologian has ever been
able to so simplify with impressive
language, the virtue :»nd power of
those eternal elements which we eall
Faith, Hope and Churity, that give
character to a Christlan’s life ay we
find them delineated in this God-
given, inspired book,

The necessity and virtue of the
atonement of Jesus Chirist was never
but feebly emphasized until wriiten in
the simple, earnest and comprehensive
language of Alma, Mosiah and others
of the Book of Mormon Prophets,

No pen has so eloguently and coo-
sistently impressed the truth and glory
of the doctrine of the resurrection as a
cardinal point—the culmination of the
Chbristlan?s hopes, as has been done by
numbers of its inspired prophetic writ-
©rs,

It challenges the literature of the
world for its vqual in earnest sitnplici-
ty, its powerof conviction and jasting
impress, which takes hold of and
fastens to the careful and honest
reader. - He feels the inspiration of
divinity that subdues the carnal and
sensual of humani‘y, and clevates him
to an appreciation of the umnselfish
purily of those who wrote by com-
msand of God, and under His special
supervision. :



