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sunday services
religious services were held at the

tabernacle salt lake city sunday
november 1892 commencing at 2

9 p m president angus M
cannon presiding

the choir sangbang the hymn
god moves in a mysterious way
his wonders tto0 perform

prayer by elder james P freeze
the choir sang the anthem

god of israel
the priesthood of the seventeenth

ward officiated in the administration
of the sacrament

ELDER JOHN
was then requested to address the audi-
ence he felt he saideaid his own in
efficiency but asked for the attention
sympathy and faith of his hearers in
order that he might be enabled to saymay
that which is appropriate to the occa
slon

one of the reasons why we assemble
as this afternoon is to show that
we remember the savior by partaking
of the sacrament to do so with clean
hands and pure hearts we must be
pure inID feelings and sentiments there
should be no feeling of unkindness to
anybody and least of all to those of the
same faith before coming here we
should therefore rid ourselves of all
that is detrimental to our full union
with one another if we prepare our-
selves thus we shall feel blessed

the speaker now read from the
sixth verse ninth chapter 2ndand
nepal book of mormon in regard to
what the son of god has done for
the redemption of mankind christ
he continued by his atonement
brought to pawpass the resurrection of
man so that as all have sinned so all
through his work shall rise to life
again and have the benefit of the
experience they have gained onOB earth
it Isin daft cult to explain thehe reasons of
the great work before us from any
other standpoint

I1

there is a tendency among the
people of the world to deny revelation
and some are growing up in our own
midst with the same ideas they ask
for philosophical reareasons for the doc-
trines preached and will not accept
revelation alone now this desire for
reasons will no doubt sooner or later
be gratified for truth can be ex-
plainedpla ined it has been admitted that
our elders have not hadbad much diffi-
culty in establishing their doctrines
according to revelation for they are
founded on truth and are in accord
with sound philosophy7 as president
brigham young usedused to say the
gospel is philosophy it tois true veneven
if it hadbad never been revealed to man
there have been barriers to giving a
reasonable ground for the doctrine of
atonement but these werewera depending
on misunderstandings concerning the
origin and existence of man for
ages it has been taught thitthat the begin-
ning of man tois his first appearance on
this planet there toIs aa gegeneral admis-
sion of the duality of man hisbis exist
enteenee as a spirit in the mortal taber-
nacle on this point there is
not much controversy but regarding
the existence of the spirit before the
body the ideas are not so clear yet
the scriptures are not uncertain on the

sublet jeremiah for instance is said
to haveV been selected to be a prophet of
the lord previousoua to his coming into
the world christ existed before he
oamecame to the earth for he says he was
before abraham such statements are
numerous although they arealre not
generally accepted even by religionists
the question now isie is it reasonable
to suppose that man had a pre exist
ence which question the speaker
answered in the affirmative it1 t isin the
most reasonable theory to hold
everything points to this the in-
telligencetelligence of man which has
enabled him to perform the great
wonders which surround usua won-
ders that do not only belong
to the nineteenth century but every
age andan d every race of man witness
the remarkable collections contained in
the great museums of the world in
this ageado we have the accumulation of
thought and intelligence of all the
preceding ages this is what givesgiven us
the advantage over them

now are these wonderful achieve-
ments the result of the experience
gained bymanby man only during the short
sepanan of life allotted to him on earthabethe speaker thought not for that
would be contrary to the law of develop
ment which regulates everything in
nature the most reasonable conclu-
sion is that all this istotthehe consequence of
our anterior experience and not a leap
all at once into this remarkable
excellence of intelligence it also
accords with the announcement made
by joseph smith the great prophet of
this century who told us by revela-
tion from god that all things were
first created spiritually it was neces-
sary that spirit and element should
come together that there might be a
fullness of jjoyoy it appears also to have
been necessary that man should trans-
gressgress in order that the law of hisbis pre-
vious existence should be violated and
man findend himself in the position in
which he now is but this again
made it necessary that there should be
an atonement whereby divine justice
should be satisfied andas Nephi says
it must be a divine atoneatonementmaht for no
other would coverbover the ground ranman had
exhausted his resources he could
not redeem himself herefordnehe it
mustbaust be the atonement of one on
whom death and hellhall had no claim
on us death had claim but not on
him being an infinite atonement it
covers the whole of the human race
and makes it possible for nil11 to derive
eternal benefits now it is
clear that if there is no pre
of the human race the atonement can
not be explained the two doctrines
are in perfect harmony with each
otherotheir and with the whole system of
true theology

if we comprehend this we believe
in it and md it easy compara-
tively to follow christ who has
brought this great atonement he laid
christ laid his life down for us
a fact that makes it appropriate
that we should give our devotion to
himshim by keeping his commandments
this is true repentance when we
become convinced that wewa are not
living in conformity to the law of god
we reform we come to do that which
is wrong and do what is told us by the
lord isin right thisthia fegheis the natunatureroofof
repentance and is illustrated in the
parable of the prodigal who re-
turned to hishi father although he

fooht be was not worthy to be calledsoneon any more but the tetherfather was forfeltgiving audand there was joy inIII tilethomeborne when the prodigal returned
i sobo we havehare the promise when weore mlpent our sinebins will be forgiven heraaal

re
then tois the atonement faith and refentanespentanespentancetanes

now when a human being resolaresoreaolvealVto follow christ and the lord acmaccentshim there inii an act instituted
to

prop to the covenant into which
apan

the lord and the repentant person
have entered this act is baptism
the remission of sins how beautiful

for
this ordinanceis if rightly understoodsome seem to think that this ordinordinancealu Z
is too simple to be of divine origin butits very simplicity toie in full harmonyhannionwith the whole plan of salvationsalvat iol

y
it la10 so80 planned that no one

M

iexcludedexcludeld from it it laIs asaa toacceptacceptableblto thehe highest capacity as it is within
a

the reach of the simplest mind iniiithis act christ Is present through hiaaagents for it must be administeredby an authorized servant of the lordto be bladingbidding this is clearly taughtbauo htby the word of god in the historyjohn the baptist for instance hyby
orof

whom jesus was baptized after whichhe received the holy ghost and thetestimony that he was the son of godif it was not beneath him who hhadleft the throne of glory to submit tothis ordinance it should certainly
be beneath our dignity to observe it

not
speaking of the resurrectionchrist elder Nl cholson observed that

of
the body of the savior was freedfrom mortality when a candidate jfor salvation goes down into thewater he comes out free from singinas christ came forth from the
free from all that was corruptible

grave
thesymbol of beauty those who obeyedthe gospel in foreign lande willwili neverforget the moment when they

down into the waterswater of baptism
went

and took upon themselves the name oflatter day saint even the manhimself who administered the ordin-ance Is remembered with gratitude hvbythe sainte
whenhen the individual is free fromhis sloeblue he Is liftitt a position to receivethe holy spirit for it is the rfof the lord that HOhe shall be givento those who have been baptizedzd forthe remission of sins tilethe spirit tolagiven through the ardiordinancehancq of layingon of hands by the elders authorizedto do so
there is abundant testimony am0the saints to the truth of the gospel 1

thousands emucan testify to the rwrecaption of tift holy ghost in accordbace with the promise no matterwwhetherbother people choose to believe it ornot the saints know that they havewa
received the spirit and BO cOntcontradic-tion can alterafter the fact any more thanpersecution could sitaralter the fact thatpaul lawaw a light and tabard
the voice of the savior on theroad to Damdalcus cus when a person
has received the spirit of god be nolonger belongs to the world but to thekilokingdom
COME

dom ofof the lord and if hecontinue faithful to the end he shall
finally receive an entrance into the
celestial kingdom

the choir and congregation joined
in singingngingji

the spirit of god like afirea fire lais burning
benediction by bishop william Bpreston


