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RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Keligious services were held at the
Tabernncle, Bait Lake City, Sunday,
November 20th, 1802, cornmencing at 2
-0’clock p. m., Presldent Angus DM,
‘Canpnon presiding.

The choir sang the hymn:

God moves In b mystarious way
His wonders to perform.
Prayer by Elder James P, Freeze.
‘The choir zang the anthem:
God of Isrnel.

The Priesthood of the Beventeenth
‘ward officiated in the adminlstration
of the Bacrament.

ELDER JOHN NIOHOLSON

‘was then requested to address the audj-
-ence, He fell, he sald, his own in-
efflclency, but asked for the attentlon,
eympathy and fuith of bis bhenrers, in
order that he might be enabled to say
that which is appropriate to the occa-
-.slon.

One of the reasons why we assemhle
‘%8 this niternoon ls to sbow that
we remember the 8avior, by partaking
of the Bacrament, To doso with clean
«Jbends and pure hearts we must be
,pure in feelings and sentiments, There
sshould be no {feeling of ugkindoess to
wanybody, and least of all to thoee of the
-same faith, Before comlng here we
shouid therefore rid ourselves of all
that is detrimental to our full union
with one another. If we prepare out-
selves thus we sball feel blessed.

The spenker now read from the
eixth verse, ninth cbapler, 2nd
Nephi, Book of Mormon, In regard to
‘what the Bon of God has done for
the redemption of manklnd, Christ,
he continued, by His satonement,
brought to pass the resurrection of
man, o that ap ull have slnned, so0 all
4hrough His work shall rise to life
aguln and have the benefit of the
ex]'wrlence they have galued on earth.
it ls diff cult lo explain the reasons of
the great work before us from any
other standpoint

There i8 8 tendency among the
people of the world to deny revelation
and some are growing up in our own
midet with the same idens. They ask
for philosophical rensons for the doc-
trines preached and will not accept
revelation alone, Now, this desire for
rensons will no doubt sconer or later
be gratified, for truth can be ex-
plaiped. It has been admitled that
our Elders have not had much diffi-
cully in establishing their doctrines
acoording to revelation, for they ara
founded on truth and are in accord
with sound philosnphy; as President
Brigham Young used to say, the
Gospel is philosophy. 1tletrue, even
if it bad never been revealed to maw,
There have been barriers to glving a
reasonable ground for the doetrine of
atonement, hut these weredepending
.00 misunderstaudings concerning Lhe
origin and exlstence of man. For
ages It hns been taught that the begin-
ning of man is his first appearance on
thie plapet. There s & general admis-
slon of the duality of man—his exiat-
ence a8 a epirit in the mortal taber-
nacle. On this point there in
not much controversy, But regarding
the existence of the spirit before Lhe
bedy the ideasare not so olear. Yel,
the soriptures are not uncertain on the

renabled him

subject. Jeremliab, for Instance, is said
to have been selected to be & prophet of
the Lord previous to his coming into
the world. Christ existed before He
came to the earth, for He says he was
before Abraham. Buch statements are
numeroug, aithough they are not
generally accepted even by religionists.
The question now is, i it reasonable
to puppose that man bad a pre-exist.
ence? whieh question, the speaker
answered in the affirmative,
moet reasonable theory to hold,
Everything polnts to this—the in-
telligence of man which has
to perform the great
wonders which surronnd usz, won-
ders that do not oply belong
to the pineteenth century but every
age and every raceof man. Wilness
the remarkable collections contained in
the great museums of the world., In
this age we have the ncoumulation of
thought and iInteillgence of all the
preceding ages; this is whay gives us
the advantage over them,

Now, are these wonderful achjeve-
ments the repult of the experience
kalned by man only during the short
span of life allotted to him on earth?

he speakcr thought pot, for that
would be contrary to the law of develop-
ment, which regulntes everythiog in
nature. The most reasonable conolu-
sion 1s that all thiels the consequence of
our anterlor experlence and not a leap
all at once into this remarkable
excellence of intelligence., It also
accords with the apnouncemeul made

by Joseph Bmlth, the great prophet of .

this century, who told us by revela-
tion from (God that all things were
first ereated spiritually. It was neces-
sary that splrit and element should
Ccomie together that thers might be o
fuilness of foy, It appenrsalsc to have
been necessnty thnt man should trans-
gress in order that the Iaw of his pre.
vious exlstence should he violated and
man find himeelf in the position in
which he now is. But tais agalo
made |t necessary that there sbould be
aD atonement whereby divine justice
should be satlefled. And,as Nephisays,
it must be & dlvine atonement, for no
other would coverthe ground. Man had
exhausted hls resources he could
nol redeem himseelf; herefore it
must be the satonement of one on
whom denth apd hell had no claim.
On us death had claim, but not on
Him, Belng an infinite atonement, t
covers the whole of the human race
snd makes it possible for all to derlive
eternal beneflts thersfrom. Now it Is
clear that if there is no pre-existence
of the human race, the atorement can
not be explained. The two doctrines
are in perfect harmony with each
other and with the whole system ot
true theology.

If we comprehend this we belleve
tn it and #fnd it easy, compara.
tively, to follow Christ who has
brought this great atonement. He laid
Chiist laid His life down for us,
a faet that makes 1t appropriate
that we sbould give our devotion to
Him, by keeping H!s commandwments.
This 18 true repentance, When we
become convinced thal we are not
Jivipg in conformity to the Inw of Qod
we reform; wo cento to do that which
i8 wrong und do what is told us by the
Lord is right. This ie the nature of
repentance and ls 1llustrated in the
parable of (the prodigal, who re-
turned to his father, although he

it ls the|
‘the Lord and the repentant
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fait he was not worthy to bhe
ton any more, But tue father w:;llrled
giving and there was joy ip &r'
bome whben the prodigal returneg
Bo we have the promise, when we ,..
pent, our sins wiil be forgiven, —
then is the atonement, faith ang °
peﬁtance. iy
ow, when a human bein
to follow Christ, and the Lord oLk o
him, there ia an nct instituteq Es
propriate to the covenant into whigp
have entered, Thisact s mpug.?.{“?“
the remiesion of sins, How benuufor
this ordinance is if rightly understq 3‘
Some seem Lo think that this ordlnm:' =
18 too simple to be of divipe origin bce
it very slmplicity isin full harn;o .l
with the whole wplan of salvauon
It is %o planned that no gpg ?'
oxcluded from it. It 1s ns ncceptabls
to the highest capacity as 1t i withi =
the reach of the simplest ming Im
thia act Christ 1s present througﬁ HI';
agents, for it must be adminpister
by an authorized servant of the Loﬁd
to be blading. Thia ls clearly tagosih
by the Word of God, In the histor .
John the Bnptlst, for instapg S’bof
whom Jesus was baptized, after whi
He received the Holy Qhogt and tﬁh
lestimony that He was the Son of Gode
It it was not beneath Him, who hag
left the throne of glory, to xaubmit.tcl
this ordinance, it should certainly p (:
be beneath our dignity to obgerve it 1
Bpeaking of the resutrection I r
Christ, Elder Nlcholson observeq tho
the body of the Savior N

Wwas f
from mortality. When g candi:l?td
for sulvatlon goes down Ipig lh:

water, he comes out free [r i
a8 Christ came forth from th:n;rsm’
free from all that was corrupt.ible-...,l‘-:e
symbol of beauty. Those who ghe ede
the Gorpel in foreign lande—wi]) néyv
forget the monien! when Lbey wee:
down Into the waters of hapnsn
and took upon themselves the nym, b
Latter-duy Saint. Even thy m “d
hlma?lf who agmlnisteted the Ordil;n
ancels remembered with gr i
the Bainta, kfaltlude by
When the individaal s
hgs a}{lns] he ls ln u position
the Holy Bpirlt, for it {s the
of the Lord thnt He shall be giece
to those who have been baptize] ron
the remission of sins, The Bpirit 01':;
givernhthrgugbh thg org;iname of laying
on of hands the Eide
s ¥ s authorized
There In abundant testimon
the Haints to the truth of th
Thousands cun  testify to the re.
ception of the Holy Ghost in’ necord.
ance with the promise, no mater
whether people ehoose to belleve it or
not, The Bainte know that they have
received the Bpirit and no contradie-
tlon can alter the faot any more thanp
persecilion could alter the fagt that

free from
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Paul eaw a Jight &and heard
the volee of the Bavior on (he
road to Damascus. When n person

brsreceived the Bpirit of God he no
longer belongs to the world but to the
Kingdom ot the Lord. And iIf he
continue faithful to the end, he shall
finally recelve an entrnnce inlo the
celestial kingdom.

The choir und econgregation joined
in slnging:

The Bplrit of God like a fire is burning,

Bensdiction by Bishop William B,
Preaton,



