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HISTORICAL.

The to'lowing succinct bistory of the Pro-
phet Joseph Sinith, jun., and of the Chareb of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, was writ-
ten in March, 1855, for publication in the
People’s Journal, in compliance with a request
made by the publishers, Tonsly and Cowin, to
President Brigham Young; but inasmuch as
it did not appear in that paper, it was, by
consent of the anthor, published in the Des-
ERET News Sept. 5th, 1855. Of late there
has been much inquiry by strangers and seo-
journers in relation to the history of the Lat-
ter Day S unts from the rise of the church till
and subseguent to their location in these
mountain valleys; and upon suggestion, we
have, for the benefit of those thus interisted
ia the matter, thought proper to republish it,
correcling a few errors that were inadver-
tently made in the first instance in sectting

Lfmm the original manuscript.

Joseph Smith, jun,, was born in Sharon,
Windsor county, Verm nt, 234 December,
1305; moved with his father to Ontari - county,
Mew York, and in the year 1819 resided 1n
Manchester; he was by occupation a farmer,
and his advantages of educaion were limited,

At the age of 15 he began to reflect seri-
ously on the necessity of being prepared fer a
future state of existence. He went among
the diff-rent demoninations that existed in
that state, and bis mind became perplexed
with the clashing and contenlion which ex-
isted among those who professed the name of
Christ. -

Diszusted with the confasion which his re-
searches disclosed, and encouraged by the
promise of Saint James: “If ary of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God who giveth unto
all men liberally and upbraideth n«t, and it
shall be given him,” he retired to a gro e,
and in earnest pray:r besought the Lord to
reveal the way of salvation, and while thus
engaﬁad he beheld two gloriousBeings wrapped
in a brilliant and glorious light, who informed
him that all the religious sects of 1he present
age nad departed f om the ancient gospel of
Jesus Christ and his ap stles, with its gifis
and priesthood, which should be made known
to him in due season: many glorious things
were shown him in this vision.

On the 21st September, 1823, while engaged
in prayer, and striving to exercise faith, the
room was filled with light surpassing that of
noonday, in the midst of which was a perscn
whose countenance was 28 lightning, and ye
&0 fu'l of innocence and goodness, and of such
a glorious appearance as to baaish all appre-
hension; he was an angel commissioned of
CGod toinform him that the covenants wilh
ancient Israel touching their p sterity shoul.
soon be fu filled, an1 that the great work to
prapare for the second coming of Christshould
row commence; the fulness of the gospel be
made known to all naticne; that the native
inhabitants of America were a remnant of
Israel, who bad ancieatly enjoyed the minis-
try of ivspired men; that records containing
their history bad been preserved to fhe period
of their-national degeneracy, and that these
records had been concealed in thie earth, and
the Lord promised they should soon be re-
vealed.

On the following day the angel returned
and showed him the spot where the sacred
record was deposited. A small rock, project-
%ng a little above the earth’s surface, covered
a slone box; he opened it and beheld the
plates.

The angel said, you canpot at this time ob-
tain them, and when they are obtain d, it
must be by prayer and faithfulness in obeying
the Lord; they are not deposi ed here fer the
gake of acenmulating gain or wealth, or for
the glory of this world; they are of no worth
to the children of men,only for the knowledge
tirey contain, which 18 the fulness of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, as it was given 'o the
ancient people of this land, The stature of
this personage was a little above the com von
glze of men in this age; his garments were

_perfectly,white, and they appeared to be with-
out se ms.,

Much instruction was given by the angzel t»
Mr. Smith dur'ng a period of four years, and
on the 224 September, 1827, the angzel of the
Lard delivered the records into Lis hands;
tucy were engrav-d on plates whi-h had the
appearance of gold, each plate was not far
from 7 i ches by 8 in widith and length not
quite as thick as common tin, beau ifu ly en
graved on both sgides in reformed Egyptian
characters, bound together ia a volume as
the leaves of a book, fastened at the edge
with three rings running through the book;
with the reco-ds was found a curious instru-
m>nt, called by the ancients the Urim aud
Thuwmmim. By the gift and power of God,
through its means, he translated the record,
'-'E'hil:h ia the Book of Mormon. The first edi
tion of 5,000 copies was published by Joseph
Bmith, at Pal.wyia, New ];'-:rrk,

T.e Church of Jeaus Christ of Latter Day
Samts was organized, at the house of Peier
mﬂmri sen., Fayette, Seneca county, New
York. on the 6:h April, 1830, and was Len

composed of eix members, who were baptized
by immersion under the bands of Joseph
Smth and Oliver Cowdery, who received the
apostleship by commandment from God, and
the a'wministration of heavenly wessengers,
and were the first elders of the chureh.

The Dok of Mormon being rinted, the
olurch began to attract the attention of news-
paper editors, o inme dately opened their
acliilecy againsl Joseph Buwith, and the band-
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In 1834, Joseph Smith, senior, was set apart
as Patriarch o.er tue whole Church to bless
the fatheriess,

any cessation, during his whole life.
'{'h'ungh the labors of Joseph Smith, Hyrum
Smith, Oliver Cowdery, and o her elders who
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M=) -G -ueral Commanding.

Doniphan possessing a knowledge of Law,
and hav ng a good share of humanity, replied

O _the 14th February, 1835, Joseph Smith, |
by a commandmen:. of God, selected and or- |
dained Twelve Apostles, to be special wit-
nesses in all the world of the fulness of the
gospe'y and t preside ove the church in all
cases when tie Presidency were absent; and
during the year 1825, they visited all th:
States east ol Qliio, and also Le Biitish Prov-
inces, com'oriing the scat ered brancles,

reaching the gospeél, and bumiding up new

ranches. Many hundreds were baptised
during the £ea-on.
alse ordained a quoruin of seventy
the ¢aine purpose, many of whom devotcd ihe
most « f their time to traveling and preacling,
going forth “witl out purse or gcrip.”

The Temple tn Kirt aud wasso fai completed
as to be dedgica -d n the 27(h March, 1836,
416 elders being preseut in a general council
on the evening of the dedication, Tuis I'vmp'e
is a store buildiug 80 feet by 59, the walis 50
feet Ligh, and the tower 110 feet hizh. There
are two main Lall 55 teer by 05 in
conrt, four vestries in the fromt, and five
school roons in the -attic. The buidding is
well finished, an1 a fine specimen of architec-
ture. {

In June, 1827, Heber C. Kimball, Orgon
Hyde, Willara Ric: aide; and Joseph Field ng,
with three others, rtarted from Kutland ou a
m ssicn to the-Dritish Isiands.
in LEngland on the 20ih of July, without a

had been ordained, branches were established
in New York, Penusylvania, Ohio, the British
Provinces and New England States.

A tarze branch of the church was estab-

lished in Kirtland, Geauga county, Obio; and
the spirt of persecution pursuing ail the
branches to a very great extent, the Silils
commenced gathering to Kirtland; and soon
after, Joseph Smith, with several of the
elders, visited Jackson county, Missouri, and
commenced settlements of the Saints: Uppe:
Missouri being at that time but thianly in-
habited.
In June, 1831, a conference was held at
Kiriland; a number of the elders were ordain-
ed MHigh Pries’'s by Joseph S8Smith, he being
president of the high priesthood and «f the
whole ehurch, being called of the Lord like
un o Moses, a Seer, Revelat r, Traunslator,
and Prorhet; and it was his privilege to have
{wo counselors, to act as assistant presi‘ents,
which forma the First Presidency of the
church.

In June, 1832, W. W. Phelps & Co. com-
menced printing a monthly periodical in In-
depence, Missouri, devoted expressly to the
spreadirg of the princ ples of the gospel, and
publishing the revelations of God to the
cbureh.

A mercantile house was established by the
firm of A. S. Gilbert & Co., and several bun-
dreds of farms were opened, and mills and
many extensive improvements comme ced.

The elders continued to preach with un-
abated zeal, notwithstanding they were con-
stantly subjected to abuse.

On March 25, 1832, Joseph Smith and Elder
Sidoney Rigdon werr dragged from their beds
at miduvight, in the town of Hiram, Portage
county, Ohio, daubed with tar and fealbers,
and severely injnred. na fortis was poured
into President Swith’s moath, and he was
held by the throat uutil left for dead. One of
his children was grick with the meazles, and
being in bed with him at Lbe time of the out-
rage, was thereby expoged to the night air,
and died almost immediately: she may, there-- diary, _ _

fore, be called the first wartyr of this dispen- | In the epring of 1838, the emigration to
sation.  Missouri continued, most of the Saints leaving

In June, 1833, a commencement was made Kirtland. 7The f undation of a town was
for the building of a Temple in Kirtland. laid on Grand river in Dav ess county, called

|

|
1

1
}

menced preaching n Prestop, At Christmas
the eburch bad extended from Preston to
Penwortha », Longton, Sou hport, Eccleston,
Whittle, and Huoter’s Hill, the number of
members amonuting to about (ne thousand.

11 1837 1he gre ter portion of the Saiunts in
Kirtland, moved to Missouri, and seltled in
-Caldwell, Daviess, Clinton, Carrol!, and Ray
counties. The county of Caldwell bad been
organized, and the city of Far West establish-
ed.

In December, the printing office in K rtland
was destroyed by fire, the work of an incen-

On the 224 July, 1833, t e printing office of Adaw-ondi-abman. Severai bundred thousand |

W. W. Phelps, at lndependence, Migsouii, acres of land ha! been entered at the land
was surrouncded by a mob of about fve hun- office, and some t'vo thousand large aud flour-
dred men; the pregs was destroyed, \he type ishing farms opened thereon. A village was
pied, end the house, a two story brick baild- alsocommenced in Carroll coun'y,on the Mis-
ing, pulled down. Loss of property, $6,700. souri river, called De Wilt,
This mwoeb violence con inued from d y to  Caldwell county, in three years, from a
day. ‘naxed prairie, had become one of the most
Edward Partiidge, (he presiding Bisbop of flourishing counties in the State. A founuda-
the church, was publicly stripped, and tarred tion was laid for a Temple at Far West, 110
and feath(r:d on the puklic 8q are,’'n the pre- feet long bty 80 w.de, a printing effice estab-
sence of several hundied spectators. lished, and a monthiy paper called the Elder’s
Mr. Charles Allen, a me:ber of the echurch, 'Journal pblished, In August 1838, a' an
riceived the same compliment; the tar was election beld in Galatin, Daviess county, a
inixed with some corrosive substance, (barrel of whiskey was rolled out, and thbe

open, their goods prowniscuous y scattered in the Mormons from voling. A rict ensued,

About the same time, he
elders for

the inner |

‘They arrived |

fartbiug in their pockets, and on the 23d com- |

(

The store of Gilbert & Whitney was broken crowd inviled to drisk heartly, and prevent |

—¥it is cool blooded mur ei! 1 will nol obey
you order;my Brigadeshall .na:ch for Liberty
to-morrow mwoiting #t 8 o’clock. And if you
execule (hose men, 'l hold you responsible
before an e«rthy t1ibunal, so help we Godl*
Tous the lives of toe Pos ners were saved,
—'Tle scene (hat followed beggars deseri
t.en: language is inadequate to describe 1°.
I give fi teen thousand people, cmbracing
all ages, 8 xes, and.conditions, driven in mid-
winte: from everythiug Ltuvy possessed; desti-
tute, bungty, naked, homeless, and triendless,
gcross (rackless prainies, scattered two and

three hundred miles from their homes, which

they hau erected on lands purchasea trom the
Goverumenut of Le United Stales, and under
the prowection of the Amencan flag, driven
ac.0ss the Mississipp 1iver, hundreds—per-
baps thous nd«— peiished during toe winter,
gpring and summer because of Lhis exposure.
The wen in cous«quence f their over exertion
and anxiety, failed firat, leaving widows and
orphan children still to suffer.

Notwitistanding the viotent feelings of the
penple of Mi-souri against the Mormons, they
m.ﬂ{-red Joseph ~mich and otier Elders who
'had been in prisou for six wonths (and a part
of the time fed upon human flesi) to leave
‘the State as soon as the Moimons had all
left,

President Smith immediately wentto Wash-
inglon, and made application to the Pregident
of \he Unites States, and to Congress for re-
dr es3 and the mos. favorable reply was that
of Mr. Van Buren, theu President of the Un-
ited States: *Your cause is just, but Icin do
nothing for you.” Senator Clay coldly remark-
e : fYou vad better go to Orezon.’ Senator

Calboun sald: *lt nvolves a nice question,
‘the question of States rizhis; it will not do to
~agitate ity and the Senate co nmittee of Con-
‘gress reported it was non: ¢f their businese.
| ‘Lhie scaliered remweant, not dishearteued
though persecuied, clus'ered round President
Swith, @ d ¢ mmenced build:ng the city of
'Nau. oo, in Haucock county, ihnoig; a point
80 sickiy thal iwo unsuccessful attempts bad
' been made to setide it only a few families o
living thers; yet (heir buiying yard contained
cuch a numbe: of s1aves as might frightéen a
new seltler fros: Lhe State of New York, even’
if thee had bee: three thousand inhabitants.

On 314 h Sept., 1840, the Patriarch Joseph
Swith, Sen., woin oul by exposure and toil,
diei at Nauvoo, and Hyrum Siith, bis eldest-
gon, who had p eviously received erdination
an bles-ing under bis Fath-r’s bands, was ac-
kuowledged Putriarch over he who'e chureh.

The biufls around were putin cultivation,
‘the swamps draived, and in a few yearsit
became as healtuy in Nauvoo as any part of
lilinots, -

M ssouri, however, not content with her
wio/esale syslem of robbery 2nd extermina-
tion against the Saints, commenced a series
of vexailous lawsu s against themn a8 s0on as
they becawe patisfied Lhat they would netl all
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the streets — lives threatened, individuals which ended in kuoek ngdown three Mormous
whipped, and a great number of houses un- [—(eighl ocnly being present)—and in 23 of the
roofed by parties viaiting tie different settle- mob teirg carried off in a degree of helpless.
ments; upwards of 200 houses were cestroyed mness. Oue of the Mormens was stabbed,
by fire, 2nd 1,500 persons driven from tbheir  lmmediately Lhe tocsin of Mobocracy was
bomes ard scalttered in'o the adj in pg coun  again sounded, and several lLundred men as-
ties, pr ncipally into Clay, withioul any means sembled at Millp rt, swearing extermination
of ﬂu[:sisteuce, a great number havin: perish- |aga pst the Saints. They were goon dispersed
ed from wounde, bruises and exposure by the interference «f Gen. Doniphan, but it
As the Saints were scallered along the | was only to shift their quarters. The; re-
banks of the Missouri river, a plot was laid 'move i to De Wilt in Carroil county, andd
by a parly of the mob to murder all who

f
should be left on the Jacksou side. llhf-ir property.

Many of the Sain 8 perished

early, they beheld the wondeiful meteorie |\ caped into Caldwell
phencmenon of the stays fal ing from heaven,

Joice, and the mob to aban lon iheir pu pose; false repor s; but finding their undertaking
some of tLe mob were so affi:cted by the sight{]ikﬂy to fal L'lburn W. Boggs then the
that they wept, believing the day of judgment | Executive of Missouri, issued an order for the
at hand. I am soiry to say that cleigymen of extermination of the Mormons from the Mtate of |
various depominations 8 .neiified (hiese deeds  Missouri; and ordered Major General Claik,
of cruelty by their presence and participa- |with 13,000 nen to proceed immediate y to
tion, Far West and pu® the cruel decree into exe-
Inthe fall of 1823 a printirg preas was estab- |cution, This force immediately proceeded to
lished in Kirtland, Obio, whe:e Ol ver Cow- [the settlements of the Mormons; who being
d ry commenced the republieation of the but ‘ew in number comparatively, and finding
Leening and Morn ng Slar. themselves opposed b the execul:ve orider of
In 1831, Joseph Saith, accompaunied by 205 | the Sta'e, acud consequently by the form of
meun, visited Clay county, Misseur:, and a -.rlegal proceed ng, made no resiskaunce to this
tempted to bring ab uta reconciliation with | military force, althe’ they would have fought
the peopie of Jackson., His Excellency Daniel {the whole o thewm had they continuel in their
Dankiin theu Governor of Missouri, notified [trie colors as a mob —U der pleigesof peace
‘e Legislature in bis annual message, that land protection, men, women and children
tbe means of enforcing the laws, boih civil| were ind scriminately massacred, women
and military, were so insullictent that the!ravished, houses plundered, horses sto'en,
Mormors could not be protecied in the 8'ate, {cattle and hoga shot in their pens for sport,
He b .o previously writento Col J. Thoruten, |corn fie'ds robbed, thousands of acres of grain
under date of the Gth June, 1834, as follows: |destroyed by turning horses into the fields,
“lLaw fully pe suaded that the eccent icity of  and feuces burnt up. Several hundred- per-
the religtous opinions and practices of the Moi- [sons were driven in a defenceless condition
mons, 15 al the bot om of the outrages commitied [into a bollow equare of armed fiends, and
against them. ? rompelled to sign away their property to the
Byindusiry,economy,andpradence t'ieSai ts | Republic of Missouri, to defray‘the expenses
in Clay and the ~djoining counties liad begun | which had been iacurred in comwitti g these
to acjuire wealth aud to en oy prosper ty, an | | erimes.— Abeut seventv of the Lrethren were

drove ouf its inbabitanTs, r bbing them of b

Oa the morping of e 13th o' October, very |from want and suffering, and the remnant es- | Ceedings

die on thie Mississippi.

In 1841, Joseph Sinith was demanded from
the Gov rnor of llinei-, and a writ issued by
him for his apprebension: a writ of habe s
corpus was issued, the case was investigated
at Mommouth belore Judge Stephen A. Doug-
las , and tiie airest ceclared illegal.

This pro eedivg, inciuding th: expense of
counse!, fees of attendantes, as witnesses, etc.,
cos! upwards ef three thousand dellars; neo
incousiderable sum for a person who bad just
een robbed of Lis all
Dissatisbed with the result of legal pro- -
M ssourl commenced a system of kid-
papping by whice wmeans a8 pumber of indi=

|

which caused the hearfs of the Saints to re- 'the county of Daviess; filling the country with j}Jaw 1uto thal State, whipped, imprisoned,

some of them hung by the neck and otherwise -
toriured, '

The sum of $200,600 was appropriated by
the Legislature of Missouri to defray the ex-
penses of the Mormon massacres, the plunde:-
ed property not veing counsidered a suflicient
remuns+rat on, |

[n 1842,4 new demand was made by the Gov.
of Missouri Josepl Swith was again arrested
ami an a tempt wade t. kidn p him into that
State. A wril of habeas corpus was obtained
f em the U. 5. District Court for the State of
Ilitnois Juige Pope hea.d the case in Spring=
field, and decided the proceedings illegal, and
Missouri vad no elaim on him, and ordercd it
entered on the dochet that he should be troubil=
ed no more in the malter, Lthis proceeding al-
loge her cost §:2,000,

A found tiou nad been laidfor a Temple in,
the city of Nauveoo, A echarter hai been ob-
tained for the city conferring liberal powers
upon the City Coumeil. A U.iversiiy, and
Manufaciuring Association incorporated., A
Legion also charteied. TheUnive sily was or-
ganized and (ut inoperationin several deparg-

cents, The Man ftactnrers Association comn-
menced the erection of large buildings for the
wanufacture of poitery. Tbousands of people

were enabled to purchase considerable tracis | selected for tie purpose of execution: public

of land; this aided the Jackson county mob to |notice was given that they wou'd be putto

raise an excitement in Clay county. Public |death, and the residue permiited to go Lme, |
take their families and leave the State imme- )

diately on pain of d ath. |

On the 1st of November, 1838, Joseph Smith

and his comrades were tried by Court

ineelings were held, and tlie Saints notified by
thei - official resolu'ions, that they must cease
to.make improvements in Clay county, or
to purchase other Jande; and required 1o
leave the county of Clay. A location was
accordinglymade in a new, uninhabited, naked

: artial,
withont their being present, or allowed to
make any defence, and sentenced to be shot.

240 feet of £ ont was

flock d in frem every part ofthie United States
and the Briti-h Isies. Streets were opened,
bundieds ol fine buildings erected, and a com-
anywas incorporated for the purpose of build-
£ @b extensive hotel,with a eapital of $200,-

000. A consi-erable amount of stock was sold

and the basement st.ry of the building with

Y : isbed. An extensive
printing establishment, stercotype foundry,

and book bindery, put in operation, twe

prairie county, destitute of timber, by the un- | The order for their execulion was given by
animous consent of the mob, who said it was| M jor General Lucas, as follows:—

Gt for potbing elwe but the Mormons. The' — BuicADIER GEXEBAL POMIPHAN:~S3Ir, you wil

|

Masonic Lodges established, a large and
commodious Masonic Temple was built.

Beveral fourishing villages of the Sainta LU



