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THE DESERET WEEKLY:

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

- PRESIDENT WOODRUFF 10 “1HE

WORL®b

Austated In the NEwWs of Wednes-
dey evening, the New York World of
Bundsy had s statement on the pub-
jectof ‘'Fitty Yesra of Mormnlrm in
Amerign.” It oocoples oue page ol
that paper, giviog & rkeich of the
Mormooens lu Utah from & pon-Mormob
standpolnt; s well ne tbe items nam+a

‘4{p the stDouncement We maJde yes-

The letter from Elder Brig-
onng, lo which {8 glven ihe

lerday.
bain

“title, '"What tbe Church has dove Lo

develop Uinh wnd make ita oitizem
presperciir,’? I8 e vucelinot atatement of
the work of the Mormons inopening op
and rettling tbie Btate, of the businesr,
edDoations]l apd #ools]l operstious
carries cp, and gives a comprehe: -
eive ldes of the part the AMormon
pecple touk in tlnging the great West
unuver the Jofluence ol givilization.
The illuetrations on the psge giv
portreils of the Jate Preslde.1 Brig-
bam Youpg, of President Willoru
Woodtufl, Kider Brigham Young aud@
Mire Lioulre Bavsge (dsughler ol
Elder C. B. Bavage of tbis oity); aleo
piotures ul the Engle Gate, 'lemple
Bleck, inteTior of the Tsbernacie, and
grave uf President You g,

T:e leading plvce 18 given to the
letter of Premident Woodruff, rent st
toe request of The Worln receiveu
bere ¢ July lst, The New York
paper snnouuces ti.at * Wil ord Woou-
rufl, Preshieat of the Churoh, wrlies
for the World, In his nluety-first yeur,
of tbe mconievemenis and destiny o
the Mormons,?” and glves the Jetter ue
foliowe:

I warone of the original Pioneers. I
entered Salt L.ake Valley on the 24th of
July, 1847. I waa born March 1, 1807, in
Farmingion, now called Avon, Hartford
couuty, Conn, I sm, therefore, Dinety
Yonrs of age.

Brigham Young entered Salt Lake
Valley in my carriage, He was slck,

-and bad been for reveral days, and m
,ur‘ringe was the only ons with a bed
in it

When we arrived at the aput Where we
eould bave a good view of the valley he
wished me to turn the carriage, whilob I
did, =o that he could leok wi hont ob-
struction when tbe door was gpened on
tbe side. Afier gazing on the valley for
a while he mnid: *‘That wili do, drive
on; thik is the place. I have meen this
valley before 10 vision.”

A few of the Ploneers bad gone shead
and out s road ihreagha quaking asp
grove, and, ufter reaching the valiey,

commenced to break ground, but
it was so very dry and arched
that ¥ could not be ploughed

unti it was watered, I bad in my car-
riage one bushe! of potatues, and had de-
termined that I would not eat or dripk
untj] those potatoes were planted in the
earth. Wiih some assistance I planied
those poistoes, and they, wih pome
others that had been brought along,
weore the beginnings of the ﬂolnto crop
in Utah, which atterwards became fu-
mous.

We were om Mexican =oil, but we
rafsed the American flag, which 500 of
our picked men were defending in the
war with Mexico. We wentto work at
once and enciosed s tem-acre plot on
three sidea with a ten-foot adobe wall,

torming the remasining eside with: log
cablne. This was for s pro‘ection sgainst
Indians. We also proceeded to dig
ditobes and bring cut water from a smal}
mountain stream to irrigate-the parched
and thirsty soil,

Scarcely anything elee wan growing on
tbe land but aagebrush, and Lhere was
hardiy a white man’s house withina
thoussnd milen of as.

Prevident Brigham Young went to
work wlh others to lay out Salt Lake
City. I aserloted inthe work. With our
surveyor’s chain and coémpasa we Jaid it
out acoording to his plan, with streeta
132 teet wide and orossing st rightangles,
and the beautlfal city of Salt Lake awe It
standa today is the result of thowse plana
carried out mss he direcied. God has
bleased the land, and this arid and
barren de-ert bhas been made to blossom
and bear fruit and to prodace all thinga
neoessary feor the suatenance of men and
beast. We have bsen ablu to build up
pleasant homen und make a deslrableref-
uge tor the people of our falth from
every land and olime. Natives of all
the olvilized natious, and of some coun-
trlen yet constdered uncivilized, bhave
been gathered into these moun'aine, and
afler mucobh misunderstandlng of oar
aimn and motives and of the work which
wa have heen oalled of God to do, we
and our tellow-citizens of different faitha
and pariiesn bave been admitted into the
great Unlon of $States and permitted to
tuke part in the aflaira of our conatry
which we love, and Lo help sustain that
glorious Constitution which, we believe,
was jneplred by Almighty God.

I bave made my home for fifty years
of my life in the valleys of the Reoky
Mountaing, and bhave passed throogh all
tbe difficaliles and trials incident to a
newly aettled region and a territorial
form of governmen!. I desire that the
principleaof liberty for which my an-
cestors fought shall prevail not only in
Utah bnt throughout this broad conti-
nent.

I am a full bellever in the divine
miesion of the Propbet Joseph Smith, I
hoard him ray before u larqe assemblage
in fliinols that it he were the emperor
of the world, and had control over the
buman family, he wonld maintain the
liberiy of mankind, and would sustain

Y | every man, woman aud ohild In the en-

Joyment of thelr religious freedom, no
matter what their oplojons might be.
These are my eentiments today. In the
providence of God I bave traveled many
thousands of miiesin both hemlspheros
and have been preserved in His power
through numberlesa dangers aud gserl-
oun acoidents. Thsat I am alive today is
by His meroy.

I bear iestimony that Joseph Smith
wasn ralted ap by Almighty Godas a
FProphbet jn the last diepensation and ful-
ueas of tlmes; that he brought forth the
Book of Mormon and translated it by
the gift and power of God for the bene-
it of the world in the latter days. I
know that the Book of Mormon is trne
and is a divinely inspired record. I
know that Brigham Young was insplred
of God to lead the Latter-day Saints from
persecu'ion and bondage to a land of
liberty in the beightaof the mountains.
And I bear testlmony that the system
which is called *'Mormoniem® is of God
and for the welfare and salvatlon of the
buman family.

I do notexpeot to remain verymuch
longer on this earth, bat I expeot Lo give
a0 account for all my acts and words be-
fore the Lord, and I deolare before God
and all men that the apostleship and
priestship which I bold as the Preslden
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latte

—

day Saints has been sent down fromm
hosven by divine revelation in the dg
and ags in which we live; that Jesus
Christ is the Savlor of the world, snd that
by obedience to His eommanda all man-
kind may be savad.

I ask:God to bleas this nation mnd aj)
the npright and honeat in heart of svery
sect and party and country; and may
light and troth and liber!y nrewall ¢if]
the whole earth is redesmed from sin
and evil! WILFoRD WooDRUFF,

HEALTH OF PRESIDENT WOODRUFF,

The health of President Woournft
today contlvues to shew Bleady jm.

pr' vement, an 1 all Indications are of g
favorable ohnraoter. He 1 atiil 1eebie,
however, apd remaics at bome to gh-
laln thar qulet and rest wnjoh are
ueces=ary t» hls convalescence, His
apirits are gheer ul, aud Yesterday he
#was lnolloel tu @9me to his oMoe, but
wan dieeided Irom doing so, an yn-
neceseary exertion and worry on suoh
A warm Juy wouald u t be scudugjva
to ile poysical w1l being. He anptio]-
pates being prese' t, bowever, at the
Jubiles oceremonies next week, apnd
lovks forward with plea ure to the op-
pertunlty of grz'ng over this beautifyl|
aud promperotis valley on the fiftjetn
anniversary of the dey when ne eg-
‘ered it, 8 barren, desolate reglon
whigh,under the divine blersine, |ater
heosme a delight vl home lor the
Haints,

AN ANUIENT MmANDSCRIPT,

Bome time epo tne anDolngement
wss mave from Liondon that 8 vuiya-
ble manusoript bsd Leen fouad on (he

boruer ol the Lihyan desert, by Mepgrs,
Greenfell a.d Huonot of the Egyptiap
exploralijoo party, The manusoript
was writlen in Greea, provabiy ot
200 years n'ter QChrist D4 contains
wust purp.rts lo be eight jogja, o
eayinge oi our Bavior. The wgork of
declpberiog aod trunslating it wae at
niow coummenced, and (De publipatjon
of ite conients wes looked foTwarg 1o
#Jth much sntigipation smonyg bibli-
¢al echotare, It perme, however, that
he imporianos of 1he manusoript at
firet wae overeslimaie |\ A ¥ uopata of
ttopiears 1. u Lndon osule to the
New York Bun as follows:

The first saylngis: ‘*Aud then thoy
shalt gee clearly to cast out the mots that
is in thy brother’s eye.”

The second saying ls entirely new, It
reads: ‘“Jesus saith: Except ye fust to the
world ye shall in nowlise find the king-
dom of God, aud except ye keap the
Sabbath ye shall not see the Father ?

The third saying is similar to that con-
tained In John I, but the form is diffar-
ent, Ohrlst describes himself as stand-
ing io the midst of the world, foding ail
men dranken and none athirst, It reads:
**And my soal grievath over the sonas of
men beoanse they are blind im their
heart.”

The fourth eaying has perished, only
one word romaining. This isthe Greek
word for beggary. As this waa not nsed
by Chrlst in any Gospel, the saylug is
conridered to bave beun new,

The fifth sayiag,whiobh ooniains certain
gaps, i regarded as ot extraordinary in-
tereal, It roads: Jesus saith; *Wher-
ever there are (here ocoursa gap) and
there i8 one (gap) slone I am with bim.
Raise the stone and there thou shalt ind
me; cleave the wood and there I am.”

ihe paragrapt le entirely unintell.



