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WHAT OF THE CHURCHES.

—

Meu, orders, communities, nations,
ages, exhibit in thelr crealions their
conceptions of beauty, praodeur,
solidity. fitness and glory. From the
days of Egypt, Babylon, Rome anu
Ureece, architecture has representeu
the national thought. The pyramide
apd banging gardene, tbhe Coliseum
and the Parthenon, porirayed cuiture,
brule torce, ostentation, apd au over-
weening desire for inme and immortal-
ity. Those giant wurks,whose ruins are
today the objects of amszement and
immensity, might bave still atoed in
their mazuificence bad it nut besu for
tbe destructive forces of uwatiring war,
8¢ mapeive, so solid, so galoulatey were
they to realst the action of the ele-
ments, und to withetaod the flight of
time.

Lo many instances Lhese woodrous
monuments were the work of one man
who was the embodiment of power, ol
Influence nod of naliopal am-
hition; and an Alexander could
bonst that he “tound Rome of hrick,but
be left it of marble,’’ or as inp our
time Napoleoos the Third claimed to
bave **lifted Paris from the satatus of
an insigatfoant city to that of the
capital of the worly;*’ aod in ourown
United States, tbe oriziaal dreary
rlopes of the Potomac begame under
‘*Boss’* Bhepherd the basis of that
*‘¢ity of magnificeot distances’ whicn
makee our splendid oapital tbhe admira-
tion of all who viait it. Buch lesders
have bad that spirit (even when ft
seemed in sdvance of the times) which
underlies the individualism of a na-
tion and Ands its best expresaion in a
representative man. Tnese manifes-
tatione, 100, arre:t sattention. They
eompel reproduction, elther by imita-.
tion or originality, as the needed eje-
ment finds ite inepiration.

The capitols of the various states vie
with that of the natlon and with each
other. Publie buildibgs bave an in-
fluence on private onee. Individuaia
compete, so far as means will permit;
any while many abortiooe are perpe-
trated, on the whole the spirit of cul-
ture proguoces fitaeess, beanty, harmony
or grandeur. Taste becowmes thus puri-
fied, and an education ie commenced
which vnpinterrupted will eventually
permeate all grades of society in na-
tional life,

However, it was beyood our iotent
to dilate upon this iHane of anclent or
modern ezpendlture, The eccleei-
astical or religiousside presemted itself,
and men’s works in relation thereto,
Lookiorz upon religion as more far-
reaching snd ipspiring thanp national
greatness or the ostent+tlon of personal
pride, thouwght reverted to the love and
saorifloe which bas heen ao often ex-
hibited in that cawee whlich has Jts
votaries in evory lang whether civilizud
or vice verss. In lhe drulgical era or
earlier, when men were emerging
from barbariem, and the sentiment of
religion was even more crude than
earnest, they did their uwimost for the
teraples of their worship. Among our
sevage forefathers huge gelomes anu
pillars,dragged o’er many a weary mile
with infnite toil, showed tbat though
they hiad not reached the i(bhouzbt of
eplendor, they at leasl determined
lo turniab thelr sacred places with
s grapdenr and messivenesa which

was &t
prophecy.

From these rude symbols ts the awe
inspiring glory of temples it Indin and
Pereia of antiguity, there is an im-
menee domain of bistory which marks
the development of religious thought
and life. That mueb of this would
easliy be referred to the example of
sejected [ernel peems very clear, for the
Temple of Bolomon outshone In idea
snd adornment any of ile predecessors;
snd as hisreign and glory were famifiar
to ali the world doubtices the sumptu.
ous ceremonial aod accessories of that
famed structure built by divine revela.
tion bad an abiding influence wher-
ever relivious rite needed an edifice
tor worship, be the form thereof what-
ever history may recite, : '

The patriotiem and devotion of Israel
to *the oity of the great King” owed
much of it riee and persistence to the
vnmistakable power which nttended
the dedication of that buliding, upon

once an aspiration apnd =&

which was lavished not only Lhe
accumulated treasures of David,
but the tribute pald to Solo-
mon In the greatness of hie reigun.

Prabably even this was overshadowed
by subgequent sves which arose upon
j1a ruioe, that of Herod eclipelog jo ite
besuty and magnitude, If not In jte
wealth, the great original; yet no
‘lory, po cedar woods, no delicate
aculpture, no gems could change that
“gen of thieves' into “an accepled
house of prayer.’?

It also appears {rom our standpoint
as if tbe 1pspiratlon of Christianity
had eventually to dwarl into 1neignifi-
cance the most famous ot raeligion’s
fanee;, for while Ephesua boasted of
ber ygreat templa of Dians,and in
Athens grand altars were erected S'to
the wunknown God,” these with count-
jees others were heing undermined by
the faith of theae simple worshipers of
the Nazarene who, hiding in the cata-
combea of the 1mperial eily, were yet
the coming power,

In later ages, upon the very cliadel
of superstition apd sensuouwe jdolatry
there arose **llke an exhalation? from
the papacy, in that grand eenter of
ber influence. that wonderful temple
of 8t. Peter’s, in Rome, to which
devotees in all lande turp, as doth the
Mohamroedsn to Mecea or wandering
Terael to Jerusalemy, the sncred oity,
Ask the tourist who from this land of
resourcea wenuds his way on a pil-
arimage io the mother country, what
la there tbhat rivets the attention be-
neath ber somber skiea or her land-
acapes ‘““Jdressed in living ereen,’?
morsthen apy other thineg? He will
answerit e the ruins of her religious
bouees, ber abbeys, bar priories, the
crumbling wallg ot iustitutions founded
by religious zeal and sacritice, vet
ground aimost to powder by a fanati-
ofsm more rulbless and barbarous than
those sanciified reminders of antiquity
bad ever thought to be, Askagain,
how is it that the grand old cathedrais
yol remain, to which all these organ-
izations waeled away were yel but
tributary, and the answer might be in
this wise—that it would seem an §f
Providence bad laid its finger of pro-
tection epon these consecrated piaces,
tromn whence unknown yearmings and
uncounted prayera had ascended to the
Majesty on hign, And so York and
Canterbury, Litechfieia and Hereford,
Exeter and. Chester, with Weat-

minster in some gsense outahining
all the rest, yet remain with
many others, to tell of the power of
that tajth which, sweeping down from
Bethlehem and Calvary, through the
ayes of persecution, yet proved that
rare strength of sentinent which blos-
gome i jn stone, which liftsd the sturdy
tower and the sugpestive spire, which
fashioped their solemn ajsles, their
lotty roote and atately piliars, and
which gave tbe graces of ornament
and carven wurk, o’ sculpture and
ulained glaes, that the plice o! the
Linrd’s feet might be made giorlous
within and withont.

Although Bt. Paul had proclaimed
that *the shadow of the Most High
dwelletb nnt in temples made with
bands asthough Fle needed anything,??
our forefatbhers yet woderstosd them-
selves {whether God was 1ully knowy
of them or not); and when Lhey thus
Ilaviehed anythipg vn the house of
warehip they were not deceived, for
‘‘hayd they not the examje of One who
soulptured the great moumntaine, and
studded the beavene with stars, and
madse the curtain of suneel; He who
penolled with orimeon and sosriet the
petala of the wayside weeds, and gave
such exquiajte luitre to every tioy phell
on the sea sborc? He could gain
nothing, it wae true, from the poor
magnificence of their LUmMAan hearts,
yot He respected thelr oftertags
whether they were great or little.””

But a)l this beauty was testimony to
taith, Kt recognized the Bupreme, it
oftered Him the best; just ae the
Catholics with their New York ca-
thedral, commenced by Archblahop
Hughes, who declined less than a
thousand dollars, and just as the Lat-
ter-day Sainte have done in tbe
Temples which they have erected ang
dedicated (o the Most High., Much
may have been left undone In pur
cburches, in our houees of prayer, but
it is believed that by and by wa shall
beglu to ornament these, to give them
grandeur of architecture, to emblazon
their interior, to glorify them with
soulpture and stained glass, tosurround
them with trees and flowere, to make
them comfortable and then harmonisue
with the eplrit nf a progressive, a liv.
ing faitb, so that wben a man enters
therein be will uncover his head apd
¢put his shoes from off bis feet*” as if
he teuched but boly ground. Then wil}
come silence, order, cleanliness, peace,
wo that God may he worshiped there
inspirit, nay in the very “beauty of
bolinese.”’

We are being educated now, We
have got somewhat hevond the sever.
ity of tbhe Quaker reglme. Bare walls
have loat their attraction. Music ex-
ercises its potent spell. But our arghi-
tecture aod appolntments are yet
meagre snd bare. We rush o ana
rusk oul; not recognizlog the power ot
dedication or the nresence of the di.
wvine Bpiril, Our meeting houses are
made tno common; ‘our tone when
there Is too flippant; there ls not dig-
nity enough, or guietude eéunough, or
enough of the sepse of worship. His-
tory knowa of the rebound of our time
from the superstition and formality of
sectarianiam, but the equilibrium ts
sure (0 come, and the joy of the Psalm-
i»t who expressed delight on belng in-
vifed to the saered pleces of hia day
will be the Inspiration of every Latter-
day Baint, Ewven the highbest as the



