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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

grasshopper PLAGUE

As ifiathathe drouth districts of
debraskaKe braska kansas and eastern colo-
rado were not yet sufficiently doleful
picturespicture of desolation and want a nownew
affliction hasbaa appeared in those local
wes in the form of a grasshopper
plague it is stated that in one dis-
trict in the first named state the in
sect haveshave appeared in huoh numbers
as0 to cause trouble to railway trainstrain
andld to require that locomotives should
be provided with steel brushes tot
clean thehe rails in kansas and colo
rado also the grasshoppers have in-
vaded grain fields doing much dam-
age

to those uunacquaintedacquainteda with grassgram
hopper visitations it waymay seem in-
credible that they can come in such
vast quantities as to10 interfere with
railway traffic but those who
have hadhaa experience with the pestpeat
realize full well that such an
event is not an uncommon pro-
ceedingloesding in grasshopper yearsyeam PS utah
people who have resided here quarter
of a century will readily recall the
time when service between this oilycity
rodand ogden waswar often interfered with
by grasshoppers on the track through
the davisbavis county fields they will
also remember when the insects came
in myriadsmyriadseds obscuring the sunBUD at noon-
day as with clouds and when whole
fields of grain and other vegetation
were swept away in few hours
later when the winged pests were
driven by the wind in vast quantities
into the lakes the waves piled along
the shore masses of dead locusts in an
embankment or wall sometime 3 tuto the
depth of several feet

the appearance of the grasshopper
plague is of such utiuncertaincertain character
that from the experience of one year
there can be formed no definite idea of
what will followfollo the next season
sometimes there will be a visitation of
moderately large dimensions such as
now is reported in the dispatches doing
damage only over a limited area and
then forforaa number of years there will
be no sign of the pestpeat at other times
the coming as on this occasion tois the
precursor of a more general visitation
the succeeding year when the plant-
ing season is followed by wholesale
destruction of crops that never come to
a harvest

the immunity which this region has
enjoyed from grasshoppers for the pstasat
twenty years has brought a feeling of
security from that source of danger
and it is not probable that either this
seasonbeason or next itif at all there will be a
repetition of the experience of grasserase
hopper yearsyearn 1I certainly theretheia is
no indication of danger this season
and only a bare possibility for the
next at the same time it hard-
ly would be wisdom to ignore
possibilities in view of a warning
given by the proximity of the postpest
this year as to what waymay ensue in 1896
utah waymay not receive a visit next
year she may not even have a scarcity
of water lorfor irrigation purposes such
as some people are now inclined to re-
gard as probable but there is reason

able certainty that between drouth
and grasshoppers the wheat regions of
thePJalanlalan cany not bring fortl a full
measure of grain and that itif utah
farmers are able to retailbretali their boublounteante
oua until the cheap wheat sea
sonon after harvest passes away they
will bea bleto secure fairly remunerative
prices through the better market
which necessarilynece Marily attendsattendfl the dimin-
ished supplycupply A laree at okck of borei
wheat in the spring of 1898 would be
good thing for utopiansUton ianslans to be in poppoo
session of there will be sufficient
need to make it a good investment

appreciative orOF THErhe PIONEERS

the following letter the original of
which inIB in the possession of treasurer
H M wells orof trie brigham young
Mememorialmurial association IB18 deserving otof
publicity and will be reid with lcin
berest

united states department of agricul-
ture office of irrigation inquiry wash-
ington D C

OGDEN june 1895
wilford woodruff esq president of theth

church of jesus christ of latter day
saints salt lake city utah

dear sir 1 desire to subscribe through
the hand of mrs F yS richards five
dollars to the ffundand for the erection of a
monumenteDt to the memory of the pio-
neers of utah in this I1 am joined by
my daughter missmias elizabe h irish who
also through the kindness of mrs rich-
ards hands you a like sum

ourselves pioneers of the valley of the
mississippi and wewestwardatward of it deeliideemii
a clrpleas w honor the memory of those
who overcoming the wilderness of utah
and the savagery of itsita natives set up in
that wilderness the dominion otof civiliza-
tion inaugurated prosperity and filled itii
with a thriving and happy people

very truly yours
CHAS W IRISH

GLADS TOSES CHANGE OF FROSTFRONT

the announcement that mr glad-
stone hasbaa changed front on the welsh
disestablish ment bill and thereby has
alarmed the British liberals and brought
a feeling of jubilation to the hearts of0
the conservatives will occasion no
surprise to those who are acquainted
with the politicalDolit loal careercareer of the grand
old man at each recurring elec-
tiontion in great britain for many years
past one of the stroner points hisbis
political enemies have sought to make
against him Isin that be changes hisbis
mind on leading questions and where
at one general election hebe may
be found on the affirmative side
the next is liable to discover him
taking the negative view the response
of mr Glad stones friends is that this
is an evidence of hisbis being alive to thebe
necessity of the hour far while the
progressivenon man will not change
the progressive one does so when he
receives additional light leading there-
to or when changed circumstances
require it and while admitting the
liability of mr gladstone to shift asan
occasion requires his supporters point

outoui that be boab never returned to a
positionpoaltion abandoned by him what-
ever of force theremore isin isiin the rareasoningmoning
I1it hasha rendered ineffectual thehe efforts
to show inconsistency because of
change of mind and mr Gladgladstonestones
friends have been unswerving in their
fidelity

As matters were in the last general
election if the liberal party in great
britain hadbad not been pledged to the
disestablish wentment of the welshwelch church
it could not have pained the successes
it achieved litin wales and probably
would not have been returned to
power but while success in the
weigh was essential to the
generalgenera victory it was notdot gained
without losses elsewhere
liah ment was then a very live issue in
wales nude sogo by the arbitrary and
harsh attempts of church officials
to enforce the collection of tithes from
non under an english
statute permitting such procedure the
lessoneaon of that timestime howhowevereverl conveyed
to the church dignitaries an under-
standing that continued assaults of
that character upon uon
meant the reduction of the church to
the same condition as the nonnod ooncon
formost denominationsdenominationes not only inID
ralpgcalep but probably in england asaa
well supporters of the dominant
church generally did not approve of
thin enforced collection of tithes from
nonconformistsconformistsnoncoin and declareddeolared that itif
nothing abort of disestablishment
would stopatop it then that must come

in the past the three yearsyeara the state
church hasbag come to realize the danger
which from its own injus-
tice oveneven when approved by form of
law Asan a consequence the policy
of eoenforceforcel collection of tithes
from noo members has been avow
adly abandoned at least for the
time being this being the case the
reason for the churchechurchss members giv-
ing support to the
policy has ceased to exist and with it
much of the antagonism of the non-
conformists there can be no doubt
that mr gladstone hillyfully comprehendsoom
the situation in this respect and being
a churchman himselfbe cannot longer
support a policy against his own
church when it hasboa removed the cause
of offense to pursue it farther would
not be only not muffmagnanimous but
neooesessarysary and unjust hence mr
gladstoneGlada change is entirely con-
sistent with a peace loving and states-
manlike career

there waymay be also another reason for
the ex premiers action at this time
As the retired leader otof the party in
power mr gladstone is a person of
considerable importance with the
party out of control be would become
comparatively insignificant in political
affairs and might be easily laidaid on the
shelf under a continuance of the
present regime the liberal party soon
must lose its narrow margin of advan-
tage but with a movement from
within to effect the charge which pub-
lic opinion seems to demand and the
gain that would come from having the
disestablishment question quietly re-
moved from the controversy the glad
stoniane could go before the country
with renewed courage and brighter
prospects than on the old linesline it
might cost the sweeping away of the
present ministry but tuatthat wouldwoul be atakingsmall price for another victory taking


