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one of which was signed with the
secretary’s autograph.

I learn that Bryan's book has made
a fortunme for both him and hls pub-
lishers. It was put out at the low rate
of $2 per copy, and more than 200,000
coples were sold,netting Bryan the neat
sum of $40,000.

General Lew Wallace has a  new
novel in hand, It |13 an American story,
and though he does not say sc, I have
an idea he hopes to make it the great
° American novel. I had a chat with
General Wallace not lonmg ago about
his work. He revises and rewrites some
of his npovels many times. He tells
me that he likes to keep his lterary
eflorts in cold storage at least
8lx months before completing the draft
whieh is submitted to the publishers.
By this method he ig able to judge of
hiz manuscripts coolly and to revise
them meore impartlally than when the
work ig all done at once. Gen. Wallace
made a great fortune out of “Ren Hur,”
but he did even hetter from the
“Prince of India.” He is very Indignant
at the pirates who have made a stere-
opticon lecture on the basis of '"Ben
Hur’® and who have been exhibiting
pletures of the scenes thereln described
all over the country. He told me once
that these people have made about fifty
thousand dollars out of their piracy
and that he hopes to be able to get
damages for thelr infringement of his
ecopyright. I see, however, that the lec-
tures are still being used.

The statement recently published that
Mrs. William Edgar Nye is in destitute
cireumstances, owing to the foreclosure
of mortgages which “Blll Nye¢” had
glven in mAaking certain'investments
in New York is, I am told, untrue. Mr.
Nye left a good eatate and hig books
are still selling. Mra. Eugene Field !s
alge doing well. When Eugene Field

services as a patrjot and as an icono-
clast.

What 1 would present §s the man.
Paine’s opinlons on religion were inei-
dental outbursts in the convietions of
the man against what he believed to be
earicatures of God and blasphemies
against the eternal calm and justice
that controlled the unjverae,

Paine pever outgrew the environment
of his Quaker parentage. In the clos-
ing years of his life he llved in New

York ecity, and his most intimate
companion was Ellas Hicks, founder of
what i3 Kknown as the "Hicksite”

branch of the Quaker church. That
suech a man was Paine's friend and
close associate at & time when the
whole orthodox Christian world was de-
nouncing him as an atheist end infidel,
is evidence that the charges were true
only in a very exaggerated sense. Palne
wias so much of & man that I hope the
“News” wlil give place to this brier
sketch of hia life:

He received only su¢h a common
education as poor parents could give
him, which was menager. He had no
dream of authorship. He came to
Ameriea in 1774, like all immigrants,
in hope of bettering his condition. He
found the American colonles in a state
of Intense excltement over the exact-
ments forced upon them by the RBritish
government. His guick sense of dis-
{cernment showed him that there was
only one way out of the diffleulty, and
that was in the Independence of the
colonies.

He made the acquaintance of Frank-
lin in England, and it waas by his ad-
|vice that Paine came to Amerloa.' He
became editor of the
Magazine, His first work of renown
was “Common Sense,” a' large pame
phlet in which, after elaborating the
condition of the colonles and their rela-

Penn'a |

died he left nothing but his copyrighta|tion to the king, he cut the knot by de-
and his lihrary. He had no business|elaring that the colonies should become
jnstinets and never was a money-saver. | free and independent states. This gues-
After Mr. Fileld’s death, however. one|tion had been agitated in New England
of Mrs, Field’'s friends gathered to-| by Sam Adams and his brother John,
gether his literary effects and put them | Otis, Hancock, and others for years,
in shape. New contracts were made but the fery Inpetuocsity of Paine
with the publishers, and the result, I|started the blaze that had been only
am told, iz that Mrs. Field is now get- | amoldering. Soon, from the Lakes to
ting more than twice a congressman’s{the Gulf, the ery for independence be-

every year out of her husghand's
%%glkrg Sh:ystlll holde Eugene Field’s
library, although it is sald ahe was
offered fifty thousand dollars for it by
the Tield Museum shortly after Mr.
‘s death.
FiIEIﬂnderstﬂnd that ex-President Har-
rimon's hook On "“"The Tnited ftates
overnment'’ la pelling very well. He
elved a thousand dollars a page for
the articles when they were publighed
in the Ladies® Home Journal. and his
royalties will probably double hls orlgi-
ompensation.
RS 3 FRANK G. CARPENTER.

THOMAS PAINE.

The subject of this letter was born
in Thetford, England, 161 years ago.
He was endowed with gifts that made
him one of the mpst noted and alto-
gether the most hated man of his time.
Indeed,the hatred was not interred wlth
hizs bones, but Hved long after him,
For half a century after his death he

wasg, '‘amang the unco guid,” a bogy
ralsed to frighten unruly children.
"Tom Paine” and “the devil” were

synonyms. He was a firm believer in
God and immnrtality and yet he has al-
. ways been denounced as an atheist.
The infidels have made him thelr hero
because the church denounced him.
He was bitterly hostlle to sham and
pretense and all forms of despotism.
He was not learned, yet he shook erys-
tailized conservatism worse than any
man who ever lald hands upon it.
The ‘‘ultra ungodly” of Salt Lake
held a meeting recently to commem-

orate Paine’s birthday anniversary,.It' France,

was of the usual kind, culogistie c:r hls

came general, and on the Fourth of
July, 1776, independence was declared.
In the seven years’ war that ensued
Palne was a private soldier under
Washington. On a drum head he wrote
sixteen numbers of pamphlets called
“The Crinsis,” through all of which he
denounced the crown and urged the
| Americans to patriotism. When Wash-
ihgton’s army was on the point of sur-
render he went to France and was
largely instrumental inp securing a loan
which put the Amerlean army on its
feet with new life and enabled it to se-

and the triumph of the colonista.

The Revolution over. Palne went back
fo England.
published a book against the efforts of
the French to secure a republican gov-
ernment. Paine replled to Burke in his!
“Rights of Man,” first part. His reply
created such an excitement in England
that republican clubs were formed In
every manufacturing city, and a pop-
ular song had for a refrain:

"God save great Thomas Paine.

His ‘Rights of Man’ proclaim
From pole 10 pole.”
This was sung to the air of 7""God Save
the King't—the original of our "Ameri-
ca’” The government was 80 alarmed

and ordered the arrest of the nuthor
and publigher. .

The popularity of Paine fn France
caused his etection to the French As-
sembly, as a delegate from Calais, and,
knowing that he was under orders of

cure the surrender of Lord Cornwallis|

to us.

{Elders here at present.

ficer of the crown reached Dover with
an order for his arrest. Palne took his
seat in the Freneh Assembiy at Parfs.
‘When the guestion of killlng the king
came up,Paine insisted that they should
ki1l monarehy, hut spare the man. For

this he was thrown into prison and
only by merest accident did he escape
death under the guiliotine. That is, he
was condemned to death, but eseaped.

The next day Rcbespierre, the tyrant,
| was himself deposed and Palne soon
after regalned freedom.

It was in Paris that Paine wrote his
“Age of Reason,” and, know!ng that
he was to be imprisoned, he hastened

, the completion of the first part, leav-
ing the manuseript with a friend with
instructions to publish it after his

(Paine's) death, for he wnas convineed
that Robesplerre would send him to the
guillotine.

If Paine had not written that work
he would stand today wvery close to

the head of the class of thossa men
who mnade “‘the Unit:d States.” He was
honored by Washington, Jefferson,
Madison, Mohroe and ail the '‘fathers’
whom the American people delight tp
honor now,

But, with death staring him in the
face as a prisoner under the implaca-
ble Robesplerre, he wrote his last words
to mankind on the subjer* of religion,
his purpose ,being to overthrow the
power of ecclesiasticism in human af-
| fairs. He dipped his pen in lightning
and wrote, in lines of fire, words that
burned to the heart of every frandulent
pretense of religion in his time, words
that are still burning, .and the whole
so-called Christlan world rose In its
might to denounce and destroy him!

I could string the story of his perse-
cutions out to interminable length, if
your Bpace and patience permitted. But
thls I ,must say—If there is any truth
in Mormonism, Paine was a' John-the-
Baptist of the new unfoldment of the
everlasting mind. No peonle on earth
should be less disposed to cast odium
upon the great *'infidels,” so-called, of
the latter days, than the Mormona?
For, if Mormonism has foundation in

faet, every "kleker” againat the {diotle
theotogy of the “church' has heen a
ploneer, in the mame of God, blazing
the way for ''the fullness of times.”
CHARLES ELLIS,

THE WORK IN WASHINGTON.

Walla Walla, Washington,
’ Jan. 17, 1898,

I left my home in July, 1897, to fill a
misslon In the state of Washington. I
was appointed to preside over what
was to be the Washington conference.
A3 there were no Elders laboring here
at that time, I spent a short time In
Oregon. On August 13th, in company
with ¥lder James R. Smurthwailte, I
reached this city, Walla Walla, and

Edmund Burke had just|immediately we begart our labors

The people in general are very kind
We méet a great many people

who have been in Utah and quite a
'number of so-called Mo ites  who
generally receive us well,

Elders Amos Hatch and Joel Lewlis.
reached here In November. Elders
Lewis and Smurthwalte were assigned
to labor in Whitman county, Elder
Hateh remalning in the Walla Walla
district.

The weather here has heen very bad
for the past two months. We have not
had ten days of sunshine during that
time, KElders B, A Hendricks and

that it suppressed the “Rights of Man” | pawiy Pond have recently arrived in

‘this conference and begun thelir lahors
in the cliy of Spokane. We have alx
They are all In
grood health and good spirite and have
bright proapects before them

If any of the 8aints have friendsa or

Aarrest, he secretly made his way to'pgjatives {n this state, pleaze send their

and immediately set sall for
He had not left the shores
'of England half an hour before apn of-

Dover

names and address,
G. L. BRALEY,
AMOS HATCH.



