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baa its character
of a bearer of light up to the pres-
ent time it is still a very valuable
periodical and well worthy to be
sustained by the saints

although it is published in liverp-

ool it is of worth to the people
here because the progress of the
work of god in europe and other
parts of the world abroad is chronic-
led upon its pages and argument-
ative articles are also published
therein which furnish good food for
thought and potent arguments in
favoredfavor of the right

A eRisuitabletahle present to many friends
from the old world during the pre-
sent festive season would be a re-
ceipt for a yearsyearIs subscription to the
millennial starmar we recommend
this excellent periodical to all who
take an interest in the dealings of
the lord with the nations of the
earth

THE BIRTH OPOF CHRIST

IT came to pass in those days that
a decree went out from casar angus-
tus that the whole land should be en-
rolled for taxation and this enrol-
ment took place before cyrenius was
governor over syria andana everybody
went to be enrolled each in his own
rityeity and joseph went up from gali
leefrom the city of nazareth to judea
to the city of david called bethlehem
Vebecauselecausecause he was from the house and
linelineagee of david in order to be en-
rolledgollu together with hishia wife maria
who waswaa with child and it happened
while they were there that the dadays
were accomplished that she should be
delivered and she brought forth her
first born son and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes and laid himinhim in a
Inmangerfinangeranger because there was no room
torfor them in the inn

in these words which the writer
hashag translated from the original
greek luke who had diligently
enquired about the things that are
most surely believed among us
describes the birth of our savior
giving the time place and circum-
stances of this event one of the
most important in the history of the
human race

the precise date it willbewill be ob-
served is not given by the inspired
author probably it was never
made known to him it is only in
later years that the attempts at dis-
covering the date of the birth of
jesus have been successful tote some
extent through minute researches

it hag been tolerably well estab-
lished that the year of his birth
was four years before the com-
mencementmen cement of our eraem or in the
year after the creation accord-
ing to the jewish chronology so
that the present year consequently
should be designated as 1894 A D
but the day has been more difficult

ascertain

demonsclemens a german author of
somewhat independent tendency in
his history of rabbi jesus saysbays

to celebrate christmas on the
of december was first instituted in
the fifth century after christ and evi-
dently for no other purpose than in
order to combine the christian festival
with the festival of the heathen ro-
mansmans the so called saturnalia
which were celebrated at that time
of the year as the new birth of the
sun p

the same author finds according
to genuine calculation founded on
the jewish chronology that the
date must necessarilyfly be fixed be-
tween the of march and the

of april but he does not pro-
fess to be able to designate the date
any nearerdearer than that

anybody acquainted with the
customs of the holy land will
understand that the of decem-
ber could not have been the birth-
day of our lord for we biographer
states that there were shepherds
abiding in the field keeping watch
over their herds by night the
nativity must have taken
place during a time of the year when
this was necessary or possible but
in the month of december when
the rain pours down in torrents al
most incessantly the shepherds
keep their flocks in the field only a
few hours during the daytime
sometimes not more than four or
five hours both the shepherds and
the animals are too gladafter several
hours exposure to the rainmin to find
some shelter before the night this
circumstance alone is sufficient
proof that the birth ofjesus occurred
at some more congenial time of the
year than december

greswell who has given this sub
attention fixes the date

as the day of the jewish month
niman which he says in the year
4 before our eraem or the year of
romeborne would be on saturday april
the ath at this time the pasturage
is abundant and the air is pleasant
the angels who heralded the coming
of the king of kings with celestial
melodies would find watching
shepherds in the field prepared to
receive the tidings of joy

greswell however seems to have
overlooked that the great event took
place in- the night the sabbath
expired at sunset and the night fol-
lowing was really sunday the ath
of april

that day and no other it seems
to us should be fixed upon as the
birtbirthdayfiday of our lord that day
Is the lordlordaa day for on a sun-
day

bun-
day he seems to have been born in
the flesh and on a sunday he arose
from the grave

the place of the nativity of jesus
bethlehem waa long time one of
comparative insignificance little
among the thousands of judah
but it WMwas the place of the nativity
of dadavidvid as well as some ofthe most
celebrated generals that led israel
on to victory

BehoReho beam had fortified the place
but it fell with the rest of judea
into the hands of thehe babylonians
after the return from the captivity
about souls started a new colony
at bethlehem which hasbaa since
then with the rest of the cities of
palestine had a varied experience

the city Isia built on two hills
about four hourshoura drive mouth of jeru-
salem it is surrounded by fertile
fields and gardens 0ona the northdorth side
a splendid view tois obtained over a
valley called ovad d which
with its vine fig trees almond trees
and olive trees present to the eye a
very pleasing landscape

there are at present about
inhabitants most of whom bebelonglongtoto
the catholic church

in the east part of the city there
is quite anatk extensive subterranean
cave over which a church of very
ancient date has been erected
according to a tradition which can
be traced hack to the second century
this cave isin the stable where the
savior was born the church has
often been destroyed and again re
toted and the venerable building
presents at present a rather bizarre
appearance with fractions of beauti-
ful sculptures mended with toughrough
additions of lime and mortar the
very entrance is a parody on archi-
tecturetec ture the space under the once
gramgracefullyfully arched portal being filled
out with rubbish till only a very
low and narrow opening remains
it is asserted that it hasban been feces
sarynary to so disfigure the ancient
building in order to prevent the
turks from riding into it on horse-
back

but whatever the cause odtheof the
disfiguring of the old building may
be it stands there a fit representa-
tion of the change which christian-
ity has suffered from the hands of
men during the centuries that have
elapsed since the birth of christ

the entrance to the cave is on
the east side of the church one
flight of stairs leading from each
side of the high altar the cave
itself has been covered with marble
and in a rather small half round
cavity is to be seen a silver star in-
laid I1inn the floor round which fifteen
silver lamps spread a magical glare
day and night the star is pureur
rounded with the following


