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pews, to the “Liberal?? organ of this
city. And the dispatch fiend of
the Associated Press here eends
senrational sentences {o the east and
west, to keep up the agitation that
seems to be speclally desired by the
Salt Lake anti-*Mormon?? cli-jue at
this juncture.

Among the most recent efforts of
this kind s l’apeclril to the Ban
Franegisco Chronicle, designed bo cast
doubt upon the Otficial Declaration
of President Wilford Woodruff.
We here copy the dispatch in full,
which nppears in the Chroniele un-
der a number of sengational head-

- hnes:

“#9ult Lake City, September 26.—
Governor Thomas wag interviewed Lo-
day in telation to President Wilford
WoodruiP’s proclamation, The Gov-
ernor said that it was impossible to
give a definite  opinion of tle purpose
or sffect of the proclamation. ‘If it
ig put forth and hereafter observed in
good faith it is an important step, and
will de much to remove one of the
political objections tn Mormonism,’ he
aaid.

#The general sentiment ia a hope it
is in good faith. Many things lead Lo
doubt among which may be named
the present political situation, the fact
that it does not come In the usual

ghannal and itsstudious and indeflnite |.

language. The last general proclama-
tion on the subject in 1885 came from
the general conferemce ratified by Lhe
Qiatas, and asserted that the Mormons
could not yield the doctrine of plural
marriage to legislatures or judicial
decisions. The whole proclamation
j8s based on the clause that bevause
certaln laws have been passed and de-
oided constitutional, therefore snbmis-
gion is advised.

v Attention has_been ealled to the
fact that 1t only udvises snbmission,
and for many years the Mormouns have
submitted, but refused to ever promise
to obey. That there is Do injunetion
to cbey the laws; that it 13 twelve
years Bince the decision affirming the
consgtitutionality was made; that noth-
ing is sai@ of the law against unlawful
cohabltation, which has also been
affirmed by the Supreme Court of the
United States,and under which most of
the convictlonts are made; that itin no
way Agserts that polygamy is wrong
or the law right, and as it is under-
stood that temples have been opened
alsewhere for the ceremonies which
formerly took place in the old En-
dowment House. the statement of the
spmmaty punishment of the bullding
ia rather dramatio.

“ Referring to tho last clanse of the
proclamation, theve are inquiries as to
what the author considers the law of
the land, and whether any opinion or
proclamation will be effective so long
as the Mormons believe polvgamy is
enjoined by divine law. The semi-
annual conference of the Church will
soon be held, which has the power to

tace the Church on record In pnam-

igrous language. For myself I pro-
pose to await developments, and inthe
mean ime hope it 8 a step taken in
good faith.”

It is well known that Governor
Thomas is fully in sympathy and
working union with the plotters
agaiust the “Mormon?®’ people, who
desire to deprive Jhose citizens of
Utah of the elective franchise that
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will pnot submit to their dictation
and join in their schemes for the
political eontrol of the Territory.
The course of the Governor in
Waghingto.: and his eflorts to obtaiu
power to appoint those local officers
who of right should be elected by
the people, are well known to the
Utah publie, und their estimation of
bis character and calibre ia well de-
fined, Whatever he might say on
the subject treated of in the dispatch
to the Chronicle would have no
weight with auy class or party lhefe.
But people and papers at a distance
may take some notice of his opinions
because of Lis oftigial position.

What he bas gaid has been ut-
tered for foreign dietribution and
effect. It is couched.in his usual
cunning style of pretended fairness
with covert misrepresentation and
thinly concealed bitterness. Of
course he hopes certain things
while easting a doubt upon them,
and in throwing out false insinua-
tions and direct untruths bhe makes
them appear to be the opinions of
others.

Anyone who calls the Ianguuge|
in President Woodru(f’s declaration
findefinite’” must be either exceed-
ingly dens+ or determined to find
fault. It is so dJefinite that iis
meaning canoot be mistaken by
any onpe who understands simple
English., The statement that ‘it
does not come in the usual chan-
nel?”’ ia a direct falsehood and prs-
claims either the Governor’s de-
plorable ignorance or his woeful
disregard of truth.

The revelation on celestial mar.
ringe, which has been the guide
t+ the Church on this subject, de-
olares that there is never but one
man on the earth at a time who
bolds the keys of the seallng
power, That power js vested inthe
President of the Church. He alone
cau give any authoritative utterance
to the Church for the regulating of
the marriage ordinance under the
“wyerlasting covenant.’?? The Of-
flcial Declaration of Preaident
Woodrufl' is the only one that could
properly have Leen made on this
matter, and that the Latter-day
Saints would recetve as ecclesinstical
autbority in reference to it.

The Govuernor’s attempt to con-
trast with this Official Declaration
the expression of the “Mormon”’
people five years ago that ' they
could not yield Lheir religious faith
or doctrines to legislatures or other
seculur powers, is characteristic of
his shifting and disingenuous meth-
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to faith, or doctrine, ortenets. But
it contains o volume in a few words
as to practices. It is only with these
that legislatures aor other earthly
powers have anything to do. Hean-
nounces his determination to refrain
from violating the Iaws whbich
forbid plural marriages, and he ad-
vises the Latter-day Baints not to
contract any marriage cuntrary to
thoee laws, in future. He alsgo de-
nles the statement that there have
been any such marriages in any
place In the Territory during the
time in which dispatches:from this
city falsely declare that forty or
more have been solemnized.

The Governor objects to the dec-
laration hecause it i8 ‘“‘based on the
clause that certain lawa have heen
passed and decided constitutional,
therefore suhmission is advised.”
[s pot this carping criticism and
puerile contrariety? Has not the
decision of the Supreme Courl that
these laws are constitutional been
held up to the ‘*Mormons*’ ag the
ent of controveray,snd the demand
been made upon them to accept the
situation? Amnd havethey uot heen
agsured thatthis would heallthatthe
country would require? ,And now
that the only officer of the Church
who ean authoritatively advise the
members on this matter points out
the supremacy of the civil lnw as to
conduct, is it,decent or sensible for
the Governor to find fault with such
advice?

The truth is, this declaration Is a
little too *defipite” for the Governor.
It interferes with his schemes apd
bthose of his confederates. It is ali
that they have pretended to want
for years. They never did desire it.
He doean’t like It now. Therefore
his attempt to east doubt upon it, to
misinterpret it, and to ald the m~nip-
ulators of the wires in misleading
the press aud the public as te its
meaning and effect.

His assertinn that ‘‘teraples have
been opened elsewhere for the cere-
monies which fyrmerly took placein
the Endowment House? is a mean
and contemptible insinuation; in
view of President Woodrufis posi-
tive statement that the leaders of
the Church are not teaching polyg:
Amy vor permitting its practice, and
his denial that any plural warringes
have been eolemnized during the
period named in the Temples or in
any other place in the Territory.

‘The point put prominently for-
| ward in the Governor’s palfry effort
is, that the declaration *in no wire
asserts that polygamy fis wrong or

ods. There is nothing in President
Woodruft’s declaration in regm'q

the law righl.,” and he flings an-
other doybt a8 te what will be done



