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the power. They seek, to s weaken
the confidence of the people in him
by all manner of : slanders, and by
every sort of falsification, l it is the
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or my property as they may dictate.
They are mortal they are like I
am. and I do not know whether
they will do the right thing or not.
I have some doubts about that!! I
have not got confidence In their
management as business men. I do
not know but I have better business
qualities myself than they have, and
1 can manage my own attain to bet-
ter advantage than they can. I am
not willing, therefore, to do as my
fellow men dictate."

Now, let me aik Is not that the
secret thought of many xnladt? . I
am sure it is. And yet the same
men who entertain these thoughts,and the same women, will go Into
this temple when U is completedand will ask at the hands of the ser
vants of Uod blessings that are' far
beyond all price when measured by
earthly substance, by gold or silver.

that whL'h men consider valua
ble. It is a strange thins; It la a
strange feature in the human char
acter; it la exhibited everywhere: It

not oon fined to Latter-da- y Bainta
alone: that mankind are ' very
wining to trust men wita spir
itual thlngsl and 'to have
oonnjence in them cmcernlng
spiritual th'ngs. and have llttla or

confidence In them when it
affects their temporal Interests.
There are menana there may be
some in this congregation who
have been quite willing to submit

the ordinance of baptism and rely
upon It as a means of salvation, aa

means of remitting their Bins, and
have also been willing to submit to
have handa laid upon them by the
same individual for the reception of
the Holy Uhoat, who would not
listen to his counsel concerning
their property.! This want of confi
dence arises in same Instance from
selfishness or a lack of faith, and in
others from witnessing the unwise
conduct of Elders in the manage
ment of means. There have bean
Elders who have gone --out In i the
world for the purpose of bringing
souls to the truth who have abused
their privileges among the people
and have borrowed money and never
repaid It. Such occurrences Inspire
distrust. And Bach men have tran
scended the limits of their authority

taking this course. They were
not Bent out to meddle In this way

people's aflalrs, to borrov money
and do things of that character; but
were sent to preach the gospel, and

loDg as they confined themselves
their legitimate au ties, ana i uia

those things they were authorized to
do, they were biased, the ljora was
with, them and their laoore resulted

salvation to the people. Every man
who attends strictly to tne amies
aafeigned'to him and parUunlcg to
his Priesthood, and confines himself

them, U sustained ana upheld or
the Lord, ; The Elders who have
destroyed confidence by the meth-
ods I have alluded to transcended
their authority. That constituted
the difference between their action
and tbe action of the man whom
God places to preside over His
Church. Can you not see the dis
tinction? I can eee that a man that

e TTi s
eoea out as a missionary, as jiaers
have dene in tbe past, often acquires
ereat influence with the power of
God resting upon him, and through
the confidence that power nas in
spired in the midst of the Bain ts I
can understand that men have
taken advantage of that lofluence
and have abused the tru&t of, the
people and have done wrong, and
have leessned their influence with
God and with man. and have caused
the Spirit of Goi by that action to
be withdrawn from ihem.. There

a aare many sucn cases to wmcn 1

could, point yen, if it were
necessary this morning. No man,
however, bav done that In this
Church without losing that power
which God gave unto him,! and
there are men who have apostatized
from this Church who brought on
that apostacy because of such oon
duct as I allude to. They were not
warranted in doing what they did.
Ihf.y exceeded the bounds of their
Priesthood, and in doing bo they
committed ein. But there la an au
tboritv in the Church to whom God
has given the right to counsel in the
affairs of the children or men in re
card to temporal amirs. When
Joseph Smith lived upon the earth
it was his prerogative to do that.
He stood as God' ambassador not
clothed with tbe attributes of God,
for he was a mortal man; but he
stood as tbe representative of God
unon the earth, holding the keys of
the Kingdom of God upon the earth,
with the power to bind on earth
and it should be bound In heaven.
He occupied that position when he
lived, and. en his departure. another

? .A JB

took hia Place upon tne earin ana
s'oad In precisely the same capacity
to us as a people that joeepn nmiin
did. That was Brigham 1 onng.
When he passed away another step
ped forward and took the same pis-- It

ion and holds the same keys and
exercises the same authority and
stands precisely in the same position
to us.. that. tne .rropnei josepuuiu.a era-s a jijor that tne Jrropaet .origaADft uif a a sea--. ktwnen ne jiveu upuu me ouiu
was not Joseph rJmitn a mortal
man? Yes. A fallible maD7 Yes.
Had he not weaknesses? ' Yea, he
acknowledged them himself, and
did not fall to put the revelations on
record in this book the Book of Doc
trine and Covenant J wherein uoa
reproved him. . uia weaknesses
wm no t concealed. . from. tbe

t.
people.. a

He was willing that people anonia
trtmw that he was mortal and had
failings. And bo with Brigham
YnmiA Was not he a mortal man,. 1 0 TT- -a man who had weainesseef 0.0
wax not a God. He was not an im
mortal being. He was net inrajuuie.
No, he waa fallible. And yet When
he spoke by the power of God It was

- s a a am- .-

the wcru or vca to wu peuru.
When he sealed a man np to eter
nal life, be beatowel upon him tee
blessings pertaining 10 eternity ana
tnthe Uod bead, oi wnen ueaeie- -

cated others to do It In hi) Stead.
Uod in the eternal world recorded
the act: the blessings that ! were
sealed upon that man or that
woman, tbev were sealed to be bind
ing In this life and in that life which
Is to come, tney cecame pari pi we
reflorda of eternity, and would be
fulfilled to the very letter upon the
heads of those upon whom they were
pronounced, provided they;, were
faithful before God and fulfilled their
part cf the covenant. There la no
doubt about it. And so It Is to day.
There Is but one man, (as yoa have
often heard), at a lime on the earin
who holds this authority, 'inere

itv also, and I thank God there are
many who hold this authority that
la the authority of the Apostieship;
bnt they hold it subordinate ta the
man who holda the keys, they cannot
exercise this authority only as ha

stands at the head and who is Presi-
dent and who hoi Is the keys by vir
tue of the , appointment of uod
God places him there. It is not
man's aot. It la God's prov!denc9.
God knows the hearts of the chil
dren cf men. By His overrating
providence He brings this man to
the front or He keepi him In the
rear Just as it pleases Him. I be-
lieve that His providence is over all
of us and He can kill or remove as
He pleases, or He can preserve In
life as seemeth good to 111m. And
he has done so. . When the Prophet
Joseph was slain God, by His overrul
ing providence, brought the man ta
the front who was His choice to suc
ceed His eervan t. David Patten
was slain at Crooked River, who was
tbe senior of Brlgbam , xoung.
Thomas B. Marsh lost the faith, alto
the senior of Brigham xouDg; bnt
Brigham Youne was preserved In
the providence cf God, and when
His Prophet was slain He stepped
forward clothed with, the eternal
Priesthood of God, full of the fire of
the Holy Ghost and the power of
God, and the whole people felt that
they stood in the presence of the
man wham God had chosen and
whom Uod bad endowed for the pos-
ition. God qualified him and made
him equal to eyeiy emergency from
that hour until the hoar of his
death. God was his unfailing friend
lie blessed every one who listened
to the counsel of His servant He
blessed this entire people, and He
blessed this land under hlefPresident
Young's) administration. And we
know Dy the outpouring of the pow-
er and gifts and graces of G)d upon
us individually as well as an entire
people that he was God's servant,
choeen by the Almighty to Btand a t
tne head or 113 unarcn. uouid 1
not trust that man with anything I
had V Why, I would have been an
unworthy servant of God if I could
not have done so; I would have been
recreant to every principle that I be-
lieve in if I could not have done so.

Now, watch the providence of
God in the selection of our present
President. At the time Joseph and
Hyrant were slain, according to all
human appearances he was as un-
likely to live almost as they wer4
who were already dead. In tbe
hotest of summer he was shot to
pieces. The men who waited upon
him had no idea that he would live.
But be did. God .brought him
through. But who thought then
that he would. betbe senior Apostle
who would preside over this
Churoh? There were a number his
seniors. In consequence of a mis
understanding and his being senior
In age Brother Woodrnfl's name
stood above Brother Taylor's.
Brother Woodruff . recognized all the
time that he and Willard Richards
were not his seniors in ordination.
President Taylor had been ordained
to the Apostieship before them, and
when this matter was brought be-
fore the President of the Church
(Peaident Young) the names were
pat in proper order. - Brother Wood--
run: recognized this as being correct,
and if Willard Richards had lived
doubtlees he would have had the
the same feeling. But then there
stood Orscn Hyde aud Orson Pratt
as seniors in the quorum. Their
names preceded his. But had
their names the right to stand in
that position? No, they had not, for
reasons I need not dwell upon here.
which ought to be familiar to every
Jider in this Church. Therefore, 1
will merely Bay this:: that President
John Taylor, Wllford Woodruff,
and Ueorge'A. Smith were bearers
of the apostieship at a time when
Orson Hyde and OrpnnPiatt did not
hold that power. Therefore they
were by right .their senior; and
President Young providentially
prompted by the- - Bplrit of God,
made ruling which the Twelve ac
ceptedevery, man snowing the
true state or the. case as correct,
and placed the names in their order
some time before his death, making
John Taylor, Wllford Woodruff, and
George A. Bmlth seniors of Orson
Hyde and Of Orson Pratt. In this
manner God has brought forward to
the front the man whom Me chose
to be President of the Church. It
is His privilege to ; chose whom He
please?. The man whom He waota
preserved Ja preserved. When the
Prophets of God were slain, Brother
Taylor's life, by the wonderful provi-
dence tf God. , was preserved, and
he has lived among us until this
day. He now stands in his place as
the President cr the Church, hold-
ing the kejs and the authority as
sach to manage a!l the affairs of the
Churoh according to God's mind
and will. , And shall one who
knows thi,! who knows that God!
haa honored him, that God has
chosen him, that Uod has endowed
him, that Uod has bie9ed him
shall such a one raise his voice
against him and say that it is not
the will of God that be shall control
the affairs or this Church? God for-
bid I God foibid that I or any other
man in this Church should do any-
thing of the kind! On the contrary
7et us be obedient to the voice of God,
and to tbe will or uod. ir Uod
through him esys nnto us we must
consecrate our property, we must
hold everything we have subject to
tbe will of Uod, if He through him
dictates any ccurse of policy, I aay
it is my duty as ajeervant of Uod to
submit, it is my duty to cany out
raitbTully acsordin; to the win or
God that Which He counsels and
that . Which He dictates. If God
has oinfldence In him, shall not I,
Wh3 am God's servant and God's
otilid, have similar confidence? 1

believe in Uod. 1 believe uod man
ages all the aflalrs of this Church. I
know if I do my duty He will save
ma, He will exalt me, and I know If
yoa will Q9 your duty. He will do
the same for you. And If men
whom he chooses are fallible, that is
xi is nusineea. tie requires on our
part obedience to His will as it is
maae manifest through the mn
whom He haa chosen.

Now, this ia a great point. I look
upon it as one of the mo3t vital

oannected with our existenceKints mountains. I look upon it
as a test It may be said that it will
test the Latter-da- v Saints as they
never have been tested this vital
doctrine of obedience to the Priest
hood of tbe Bon of God. There la
no Point to-da- v against which so
many aaaaulta am directed by the
wicked. Thv make it the mam
object of their attacks. They would
like to destroy confidence in your
hearts In the Priesthood of the Son
of God. If thev could weaken your
confidence:... ' If they. .

could .undermine
.1your iaim: ir tney couju vjDover or maim in tneir TJOsaebBiuu

wean you from the Church and bow
the seeds of distrust and suspicion
la your minds concerning the Priest-
hood or those who bear it, thty
would attain tbe object that they
havA tn viw. The man wno noia

l?7 TrcalJ X WSJ

main orj sot or our enemies to sow
the seeds of distrust and ? suspicion
in the midst of the Latter-da- y

Bain te, and to accomplish' this they
relate all manner of falsehooos con-
cerning those who bear the Priest-
hood of the Bon of God. They con
tort every aot. . They mlarepre-en- t
every word and every counsel that
is given. They endeavor to put
everything In a fake i light. Aud
those who read those things contin
ually, begin to believe by i degrees
that there Is foundation' for them.
that there Is seme thing wrong, that
this man or the other man ia not to
be trusted, and that they are doing
wrong In yielding obedience to the
counsels of the Priesthood, and In
submitting to its control. lYou are
aware these attacks are constantly
directed against tbe Priesthood, and
it Is, as I aay, the .vital point to-da-y.

We have this Temple (Logan)
nearly completed That at Bait
Lia&e ii progress hg very rapid lythat at Ban pete also. iAnd the
building of these Temples will bring
about, to a certain extent, a change
among this people, lileaslnga are
to be bestowed and power Is to be
manifested In these buildings in my
opinion such v as has never been
manifested .among us as a people
before. The question, therefore, will
press Itself upon our attention who
are going to be worthy to receive
these bJeaslnga; Who are goinz to
be worthy to enter into these btilJd
Inge? j With my j feelings to-da-y I
never can consent for any; man to
go in and receive a fulness of the
blessings of the everlasting Gospel
in that building or those, buildingsunless I know him to be a man who
Is willing to yield; implicit obedience
to tne Prieatnoodof the on of Uod.
And, further, I am not willing, with
my present feellngs-j-- Ii do not pre
tend to dictate lnjthU matter, I am
merelyj stating my i own personal
feelingsfor any man toi go into
these buildings who la not willing to
hold all he has got subject to the
Priesthood of the Bon of God. and
be willing to do! with it las that
Priesthood shall dictate. I j

.Now, these are two vital points In
our faith, and in the re quirements
of the Gospel, that I believe are ob-

ligatory upon ns, I and win may a
well understand our position to-da-y

as to postpone the understanding of
in is matter ror months, or for years.
or until it is too: e late. This may
sound like strong! doctrine to acme
of you; but I look upon these things
as essentially necessary ,to make us
the people that God designs we shall
be. Already thlnea are in contem
plation and aref being : counselled
about that may bring this matter
home to us Individually outside of
the Temples of the Bon tf Go J. I
desire to see ithe Urns j 00m e when
unworthy persons cannot get their
endowments and a fulness of the
blessings of the taverlastlne Priest
hood. desire to eee some, test of
faithfulness, eonje teat of growth,and some degree of reward,eo that all
wiii not ne reuucea to i one common
level, the faithful and the unfaith-
ful, those that arj. willing to do all
that God requires: and those that
are not willing l iSo not! deVre to
fee all endowed with the same bls.
sings. I do not! believe j that Gcd
ever intended this. Ho has toM us
there are different degrees! af glory

--"one glory! of the sun, and an-
other glory of tub moon, and an
other glory of the stare: for one star
dlffereth from another star; in glory.
Bo also la the lesurreotlon of the
dead." I would like to eee some
difference here, f

' I , believe it will
come. I believe God will move upon
His servant: in Hs own dne time
to make the necessary reguiatiocsto effect this There are men who
have been faithful all their 11 Yep,
who have done j everything that it,
is possible for men to do, and there
are others who have been indifferent
and wno nave had their own way
and carried out their own mind, yet
Mil H'UIH SUU11K HUU KC IU0 VSIOS
blessings without any distinction
whatever. There la not much en-
couragement it Would eeem under
those circumstances for the faithful.!
And yet there is, for there are de
grees of reward in heaven, but then
we msy as well begin to have some
of them here. ! 1 !

Now. my brethren arid sisters, I
feel that it Is a matter, as I have
said, of vital Importance ; that we
should have thla that I have Epcken
of faith and .'confidence Jn the
Priesthood of the Bon of God, and
we cannot build bp Z!on without we
have it, and we cannot build up Zlon
without we are willing to do all: we
have been taught by the: Inspiration
of God I know; that as well as I do
that I live. !; rv.ilv :h- Mi- H

I pray Godthat we may have thh
con ndecce, which I ask in the name
of Jesus Christ.) Amen ; j
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lbs Latter day falnta aspire to celestial
our posseailona placed in our hands

mereiy as stewards is appropriate to
aake sacrifices la view of tory and exalta
tion we tjplte to,acd to ha'd all thlnsi sub--

iot to tiw dictation of th servants of God'
Obedience to thePrlesthocd.and thareeulU

fiowlrg tterefrorn The prOTWenoe of God
seen In the select ton of aw 1 HI servants
Tsmples.tbeir objtot.acd thosa who are sn--
tltled to tb tktlog9 to bo mantftiSted
tbereln ObdleEca to the l'riasihood a
vital test. , - or
I have liatenedaa no doubt all

nave wlth great Interest, to the
remarks which have been made by Is
jsromer josepn h Hmiib, ana 1
can bear testimony to their truth,that they are protltabJe to us, and
should be treaaured up in our hearts
ana maae praoucai in our Jives.

While he was speaking, this re noflection forced Itself upon me: What
other people upon the face of the
earth applre to the earns glory and
the same exaltation that the Latter.
dayHaintado? What other people tohave the same hopes respecting
eternity and their condition in eter a
nity, and the glory they . are to re-
ceive If faithful In keeping the com-
mandments of God that the Latter--

?"h mantma, eo far aaj u goe,
teaenca me mai or a:i peopie now liv-
ing, either In Christendom; or hea
thendom, the Latter-da- y Bainta
excel them all in their hopes, in
their anticipations, in the charac
ter tf the glory that they are to
receive, and in the promises which
are Eealed upon them. There ia not

man In this room who has a proper
conception or the Uoapel, and or the
rewards at tacnea to obedience to it.
who does not at least hope that he
win attain unto cejeanni giory,
(which means tue uoaneaa.to be an

Ibdr of Uodand a Joint heir with in
Jemfl enrun; that he win enter up
on a career or exaltation that ehall innot terminate thiooghout the end
less ages of eternity, and that will
nlaco him In the company of Him go
concerning whom It la said "of the to
increase of ilia Kingdom in ere shall
be no end'" And there la not a
vnm&n in this eon i? re cat Inn rho-

proper conception or inknowledffaof therjromiieaaaaoolated
with the Gospel and with obedience
tnereto, wno uoes not inaaige,wnen
she thinks upon thtsa matters, In to
glmilar hoces, and would be very
unhappy if she thought she should
be derrived of that which she an
tiolnatefl I mean of being one with
her hnsband as a wife and as a queen
and as a priestess tnrougnonl eter-
nity, and stand with him at the
head of their mutual posterity.

This being the case, is It atfy
wonder that Uod makes require
menttj of us and expects a perfeo
tion on oar cart that is not looked
for nor expected of the rest of the
world? We were toli this morning

and the truth cannot be too often
repeated in our hoaring that God,
our Eternal Father, has placed all
these Tjosaeeslona and blesamsra
that is, the possessions of the earth
and the blessings connected with
the earth that He has placed them
In our hands merely rs stewards,
and that we hold them subject to
Him, In other words, in trust for
Him. and that, it He calls upon us
to nee them in any given direction
He may indicate, it is our duly aa
His children, occupying the , rela-tloneh- lp

that we do to Him. and
with the hopes in our breasts that
we have, to hold them entirely sub
ject to Him. There is not another
people unon the face of the earth
that know anything about who
are tauttht such ideas and doctrines
as the? e. I do not think that any
other denomination of pedple,either
religions or secular, have .such
doctrines C3 we have heard: this
morning taught to them respecting
their duties and their obligations to
God. Of coarse yoa will very rre- -

auentlv bear in sectarian churches
many things connected with this
subject : that it Is the duty of
the rich to help the poor and
to be benevolent nd to hold al
things in a way that will pleaee
God; but to bring thl down to
what we would call practical conse
cration, to nractically consecrate
their wealth and hold it as though
they would have to practical! con
secra'e it at any lime, is ia doctrine
that I do not think Js taught in any
other church, or so-call- ed church,
nor is it believed in by any other
ceorjle. There are, it is true, people
who indulge in very wild vagaries
about property, each as communists
and others, but they have no bjb
tern of religion, they do hot believe
In Uod. they da not believe in the
mlnrinie that He teaohes and
which we accept. They jwould not
carry them out on any 8uch basl.
nLet me ask you, my brethren and
sisters, is it not appropriate that we
ahould be rcaaired to make I .was
coin? to tav sacrifice. Well, that is
a word that is so commonly used
that I suPDose I could not use any
other that would senvty the idea to
vnnr minds clear eno gu. i win
use it, therefore. Is it not approprl

ta tn mika sacrifices of this char- -

enter ponaiderlm! who we are and
what we are? If we ate expecting
to reach a glory and an exaltation
such as we think about and talk
ohnnt and mav for. it seems ti me
that there should be something to
hn done on our part1" comnfensurate
with the expectallcns and hopes and
rioairaa that e entertain, and I do
not know mveelf any! better test
that can be brought to bear upon
hnmin belnes than this test to
which allusion has been made this
morning, the test cf bowing our-erv- es

that la our individual per
sons, with or time and the ability
tfeat Gcd has given onto us, oar
wives our children, snd the posses
sions that Goi had placed in our
hands to control to hold all these
subject to His dictation and to His
approval.

"Now," sy cne, tll am

quite Willing for uw, I would
be quite vlMnZ to, receive
aU that doctrine and to te
ll.ra ft U UOa ,UUUBSU were to
liBlo mm

mm and mass the require- -
1 nr me I am quite wil

about my , -
i 11 n wants me to nee my talents" T two nn my life or to yield up
rnyfroperty--I am quite wi ling to
fSrail theee things if He will come
JSd tell rne himself, or; If He will

aneel to tell me. But I
my brethren who presidelook uponItii Church and I see that

Z cr, r-r.-rtal men and I see that
thlss that crtal'
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