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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

A CRYING BUNINESS NEED.

For over twenty yesrs the mer-
chantes of this city hrve beepn etruc-
gllng in an uneven confest for the
trade of the jntermouniuin country
which geograpbieally belongs to them.
Al times there bave been slight ¢vi-
deoces thet relief would come from
the railroads which would bring about
the object so much desires. Hoper
kiave been engendered, lost and sagaln
evived, only again and agaln to be
darbed to [ieces, until many of our
old-time merchaols bave aliowed a
‘feeliug of desprir (0 Beize them,and it is
Bard to awagen jo them any confidence
thalt this city wili ever owe trested in
reilroad tariffe ue she deserves. Mabny
plane bave been advanced for the
amelioration of this coouwitlon, some
{eusible, others wild aod Impractle.
-able. Bat tbe resulia have al] been
~nbout the same In the end,

We oannot lose sight of the fact,
~however, that we did at one tlme in
‘our history have within our grasp the
means of a signal vietory whtch, il
allowed to progrees toa Boality, musl
buve proveld a permanent henefit to
the ctmmercial Joterests of this com-
munity. But aias, it strack a snug,
aod we lest not slone in
‘s pecuniary way, but the prestige
whiob could have beon ourr, We refer
to Lhe greal struggle of 1892, when the
‘Clhamber of Commercy took hold of
thess matters with & vigor and enthu-
-alasm never shown before or since 1o
the ayjustment of this frelght prohlem.
At first only & few «f the merchants
-~could be intereeted in the plane of
Colonel Dooaoellun and 8. W. Besars,
president and secrelary respeclively ol
‘the Chamber ot Commerge, bui as
developments went on, msaay rallted
around these tw', giving them morai
and i aneial suppori; and matters so
tar progreseed that even the most pessi-
mislic admittea thal much was to he
-expected from the work which the
Chamber was Bo vigorously pusbing
agalnst gortain ruilroads. Buddenly,
just before viclory seemed assured,
there wae & great change, Four some
reasron- the mercbanis coanged front
sod joined the forces to which they
bad been oppoeed; It was nol many
days before tbe Lwo gentlemen men.
tloned stood almosl alone; and though
they never wavered, they were de-
1feated in their plans by almostth
entire commerolal Inlerests of this
city.

Tbe rerults are too well known for us
to lmagine thot we need tn elaborare
-upon them. The NEws was wiil ng,
osy elad, to bope that all the mer-
cbants expected to gain by this sudden
cbange of front wouid be realized; a o
while never uttering a word Lo itie-
coursge them in their effyrts unuver the
new plan tben evolved, wa did eouno
tbe necessary note ol warnlug, and
sbowed Lhe danger which might cume.
We are not of the kind whoare aiwaye
saying %l told you so,” bul in jthis
cape we feel that we did our uty as
‘We saw il, and pow call attention t+
the fact that we bad wmot hesn mieled
in our judgment,though it would have
~been mucb more pleassnt to huve been

compelled to admit that the fears ex-
Inreneu inUoctober, 1892, were grouad-
ead.

lbe trouble all the way through this
buslpess has been tbal our mercbants
bhave alfowed thelr own seeming per-
snbal advantages (o oulweigh their

patriotiFm, snd Lthe general good
has beeu eacrifloed Jor some in-
sigpificant und at besl only tem:
porary gain—a tendeacy truly

and foreibly expressed by a merchan:
yeeterday wb , as reported iu a
m- roing  paper, 8ays 1n relerence tu
recent devel:pments 1n rates:

1t simply means a death-blow to job-
bing lo Salt Lake and Ogden, and unlesa
the merchanls get togewher 10 united re-
slslance, a year of it means a loss of $1,-
000,00¢ 10 us. The Lrouble is Lbat too
many of ue are tighting for the protection
of some personal rather than the general
loterest, - That has been the main weak-
nesa In our organization, and so long as
il 8x18t8, we may ook for the worst of it.

We have no fight with the raiiroads,
We wanl to see toeir businessincressey
by the gencral pruspsarity of the
cunotry and the fincreascd (reffic
which would resuit. We believe Lhat
their present policy is not even for their
own permanent good, aod that
Y mote Itheral policy would
more than double their buai-
wess during the next vecade. The
represpniatives ol tbe rallroaus are
sbhrewd business men, whoee whole
time and attention is giveo to making
muney for their respective roade. They
ure well orgapnized. ‘They bave their
associatiooe for the maintalping of
rater, and gettlng '‘all the traffic wili
bear,’”’ OQur merchante lack organizu-
tlon, at any rate the thorough urganiza.
tion of the other side; abd much as
wo may diglike to admit the fact, they
are overmatnhed, We peed in thie
city & thorough organjzstion with a
compelent executive, who would do for
the merchants wnal tbey bave ot
time to do for themsaelves, and it would
be money weli Invested to bave jus
suen a freight bureau as we hau ip
1892 with a govd anuy aggresalve com-
miezioner at itz bead, tbat the interests
ip thils Territory wpun treight mattiers
migbt be continuously watohed and
the rsilroads be made to asee that any
discriminatliou against us would not be
toferated, st least not wilthoul a vigor-
yus protesi,.
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WISDOM IN LaW MAKING.

The rearons Lbat are fiom time to
tiwe deemed adequate to justify the
calling of an extra session of tbhe state
legialature areé numerous and amusing.

Diapatehes have recently told of the
prompt conveni' g of the Illinois law.
makera hnmediately after the eloss of
tbeir regular cessln, and the grounds
given by Quveéranr Alt.eld for lesuing

his speclal call. Bl more lately local
‘reaiters have neard of the ruggestion
' that by reason nf o court decinioo af.
|lecting the validity of the collection
of the scbool tsx In certain cliles, the
Uish legislature should be ocalled
togetber agaln forthwith to remedy
the alleged defect in the law; asthbugh

a (echulcality and pslpable error in

the statute—even if it really existg—
could not be endured or temporarily
overgome by the public eplrit and good
pebee of the. communities affected,
And now comes the New York Hera/d
with the demand that the lawmakers
of the Empire stale be convened inp
special session i0 epacl n Dew exgige
iaw applicable io New Yorkcity before
August lst—the gomplaint being that
‘be exieting law forbivs lbe sale of
lHguor of any sort on Sunday, and
this terrible statute has of late
been recei ving rigid enforcement under
the reform administralion and the new
i olice commission now in control,
Qoe may readjiy believe tbat such a
law bonestly enforced would carry
giamsy into the very vitals of ihe
metropoli;; but inasmuoch as it s on
the »tafute bonks, most people will fail
to find muob rearon for its non-
wnforcement, and »till less for ealling
a speclal seseion, after al] there yeara,
to secure ita rapeal. .On gereral piip-
ciples the sooner the menning . of lawn
as enacted be direovered, the better for
all cuoncerned; and the more energet-
ically they are enforced, the more res-
s0n the people will bave forconfidence
lo the Intell'gence of their leglelatora.
[fthis Intter shonld transpira to have
been mlspiaced, why, that would be a
guud thiag, too; it would be s warning
to the voters againel electing noodles
lo do thuir law-maging for them.
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LOOKING FOR FARMS.

That the laboring clarees of the Iant
ars commencing to turn- their attenp-
tion to the vast poeslbilities this

country still « ffore for obtaining indi-
viguai independences by means pf
farmiog, is s bhealiby symptom, and
their etforls deserve enocouragemsent,
The products of the soil are undoubt-
edly the chlel resources ol a country,
the true basis of its wealth, the support
of fts instilations. The earninga ofthe
wage laborer are always uncertain and
the fortune-building speculator is pub-
ject lo mauy ups and downs, while
the emall bul generally sure treasures
of the earth are gathered year bY year
by the cateful and industrious tiljer ot
the ground, whonot onty, in tbls way,
has within hls reaob a means of sub-
sislence, but also auda continually to
the sum total of the nation’s resources,
and as o rule malutaine & sitrong body
and a cheerful dispvsition and enfoys
long life as & consequence.

Eastern people are eagerly looking
westwurd for favorable Jocations
and steps bave now been takeu by the
wo-called Westeru Society in Cbleago
to obtain rellable information about
Utah aud surrounding stutes and terri-
tories. A resolutlun bas been sdopted
to sppoint a com mittee of seven, repre.
aeniipg the various sections of the
Weet and entrusted with the duty of
preparing plans at ouce for the estab-
lishment in Chicago of a peimanent
Western exblbition. Among toe gen-
tiemen appointed on (his committes in
Hon. George @ Cauooa o! thie ocity,
a selection sbowting the wisdom of tne
lenvers of that movemewl «nd Lheir de-
sire for serugpulously correct informa-
tion for the benefit of bome seekers.
These are silgns indieating that agri-
oultural pursulte belore long will be
lvoked upon 2 something desirable,

Qge objection to farming has been



