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He was a tall, thin, s tarve.1
with a Utile jieid, the

!itvt of w liich erf t half way up
his nrmp, aud a hat that was iiulli-lu- g

but a brim, and when she saw
him liewuialniK ncrustoutof thepilttr. She was only a joor old
woman who kept a liltleshop fur
candy aud triraminx-'- aud poor
enoLgh llfelf, heaven Kue;hut,
Miesail, he looked a little like her
Tom might if he had grow u up and
been negl-te- and she couldn't
stand it. tjhe called to him:

'Come here, my soonv," she
said; and the 003-- obeyed.

Uefore the could 8eGk again, he
sid:
'I didn't do IL I'll Like my oath

011 an thing. I didn't do it. I
ain't so mean."

"Didn't do wha'?" said the pleas-
ant old woman.

JSreak your w iuder," said the
boy, noddlug his head toward a
shattered pane.

Why 1 broke that myself, with
my shutter hist night." said the old
woman, "I ain't strung enough to
'id them, that's the fact. I'm get-
ting old."

"If I'm around here when you
shut up I'll do it forou," said "the
tioy. ' I'd just as soon. What was
that you wanted me for?"

"I w ant to know what ou was
eating that dry cni't out of the gut-
ter for? watho reply.

"Hungryj" he sii.j. 1 laVe
tiled ttgetajuball day. I'm going
to skep 111 an area over there, after
Us too dark f..r a policeman to see,
and jou can't have a good night's
sleep without somesupur, if it Is a
little dirty "

"I'll give jou some fhat'i, clean,"
said tile old woman.

: " inatw hi ue begging," ho said.
"Xo," s!.e said, "you can sweep

the store and pavement, and put up
the shutters fur it,"

"Very well," hesild. "Thaulee,
tiien. If I sweep up flrat, I'll feel
better."

Accordingly she brought him a
broom, and he did the work will.
Afterwards he ate his cupper with a
relish. That night he slept, not In
the area, but under the old woman's
counter.

He had loll her his story. His
name was Dick; ho was 12 years
old, and his father, whom he had
necrseeu sober, was in prison for
life.

The antecedents wire not elevat-
ing, but tile boy seemed good. The
uext morning the old woman en-
caged a clerk for her sma'l estab-
lishment. The terms were simple
-- "his living and a bed under the
counter."

When the neighbors heard of It
they wire shocked. A street loy,
whom uo cue knew. Did 31m.
Hriggs really want to bo murdered I

111 hir But Mrs. Itrisrcs felt
quite saf. She had so much time
how that she was going to take in
sewing. Dick attended to the shop
altogether. He kept it in tine order,
and increased the business by intro-
ducing candies aim chewing gum.

. Penuiescsmcfnaslhey neerrame
in before, since lie iiad painted
signs iureil and blue ink to the if.
feet that the real okl moIas(n candy
was to be got there, and that this
was the place for Jieanuts.

And in the evening after the shop
was shut up she to take him
into her confidence.

Her great dream was to buy her-
self into a home for the aged! It
would cost her $100. She was sav-
ing for it. Sne ha been saving for
three years, and had $15 of it. Hut
it cot so much to live, with her 25
cents percpjarterauJ loavcusosmall;
and she had been sick, and there
was the doctor ami Mrs. Jones Maria
Jace to be paid for minding the
shop.

After this Dick took the greatest
interest in the savings, aud U10 win-
ter months increased them, as
though he had brought a blcfng.
One night in the spring she took the
bag from uuder the pilkw aud
cou nted w hat it had. It was $i0.

"And I'll begin lo rasLe kites to
morrow, .Mrs. jsrlggs," ild thetoy, "aud you will see the
itwlllbriug. If a little shaver sees
the kites he'll spend all he has for
'em, and then he'll coax hisuio'hcr
for mere to buy the stick darts and
chewing guci. Iknowboes."

"You're a ileer boy yoursilf,"
said the old weman, and pattod his
hand.

It was a plumper hand than It
had been win 11 it picked the trutt
out of the gutter, and he wore cleau
clothes, though they were made of
very coarse cloth.

"How wrong all the neighbors
were!" she said. "That by is the
comfort of my life."

So she went to bed with the trea'.
uro uuder her tiilow, aud slept.
Far on in the night she awoke.
The room was utterly dark; thtre
was not a ray of licht; but she
heard a step upon the 11 jor.

"Who is that?" she tried.
There was no ansa tr, but she felt

that some one leaned over the btd;
then a hand clasped her throat and
held her down, and dragged out the
bag. nnd she was release.. Hall
suffdcated, she fir a moment found
IieKelf rmlioiihg aud bewildered,
conscious only or a draught of air
from the ojen door and some con-
futed Tiien she sprang to
the door, nnd hurried into the little
shop.

"Dick J" 'Dick!" sho cried.
"Diik! Dick! heli! wiAeuj! I'm
robbid."

Thirc was no aruwer; the door in-
to tho street was v. ide open, and by
the moonlight that poured through
it she quick y s iw, as she peeped un-
der the counter, that Dick's bed was
empty. The ly was gone.

fioni!Gon! Oh, that was worse
to Granny llriggs than ever the loss
of tier money, for she hai trusted
him, and l.ehod dicxived her. She
had loved him, nnd he lmd abused
her love. The refghbors were right;
sho w cs a fool to trust a strange
street boy, and had been served I

rljrhtly when he robbed her. I

When the dawn had broken, the I

wise neighbors came Into granDy's

shop to find her crying and rockln,
to and fro, and said they Ind tok

. her so, she only shook her head,
Life Ind lost Its interest for her,
Her occupation was gone, but iiol
with her savings. Money was bul
money, after all; lie ha come to
the only thing she loved, nnd Dick
Imd robbed her.

It was ten o'clock. Granny sat
mourning by tho kitchen hearth.

Mrs. Jones, from up
I stair, was "seeing to thing-,- " am!
trj ing to cheer her, w hen suddeiil v
there camen rap on the door, and a
pollitman b.okeii in.

"Mrs. Hriggs?" tin Mid.
"Here she K" said Mrs J. me".
"Ye, I'm the n retched crlltur,"

said Mts. I!rii:g- -.

"nouie one nants to see vou at
headquarter!"," said the officer.
'There's a boy there and some
money.''

"D.ck!" cried Mrs. Ilrlggs. "Oh,
I cau't beurto look at him!"

But Mrs. Jones had alreaJy tied
on her bonnet, and wrapied tier in
a siian 1, aud taken her 011 her arm.

"The wretch!" she said. "I'm -

glad he's caught; you'll get your I

money back." I

And she led Sirs. Brlggs along-p- oor

Mrs. Briggs, who cried all the I

way and cared nothing fur tiiel
money. And toon they were atl
their destination. Then, not lefore, I

the policeman turned to tile twol
women.

"It's pretty lad," he said.
"They'll take him to the
in an hour. I sapposs you are pre-
pared for that. He's nearly bsateu
to delh!"

"Did j 011 beat him, you cruel
wretch?" cried Mr. Briggs. "I
wouldn't have had it done for half
tho money. .Let hlai go ith it, if
it's any comfort to him."

"I beat him!" said the man.
"Well, women have the stablestheads. Why it I haJu't got up
when I did he'd have been dead.
He held the bag of money tight,
and the thief was pummcling him I

with a loaded slick; and the pluck
lie had for a little shaver. I tell cu.

never sail the like."
II "You shan't take tho granny's

from her," says he, aud he
.fought like a tiger. If its 3 our
money, old lady, he's given his life

Ifuritfuralllkiiow."
"Oh, Dick, Dick I knew you were

good. I must have been craiy to
doubt you." and then she' wrung
her hands and cried: "Oh, Dick, for
just a paltry bit of money."

And so she knelt beside the still,
nle face upon tho pillow, aud

kls-e- It and called it teuder names.
And Dick, never guessing her

suj lelonsof him, whi-re-

"I was so afraid he'd getofTwith
it, granny, if he killed me, and you I

In sucli high hopes last night."
He did not know what she meant

bybegglugtiim lo forgive litr. It
woulJ have killed him if he had,
for lie was very near to death.

Dick did not die. He got well at
last, aud w ent back to the htlleshop.
And, though Granny Briggs had
her taxings, sho novor went back
to the old ladies' home; for long
before lie died Dick was one of the
most merchants In the
city, aud his handsome house was
hers, aud she was hapjiy. H'urery.

UILLIOI AS A STIlATEGIsT.

TfK YOUSU EJIl'HKOKOK GFRMANY

AS A MASTEn OP TUB K0IE.-.U-

OF BATTLES

The imperial maueuvers of the
5th and Otii army corp, and with
them the Imperial meeting, recent-
ly came to a dramatic and interest-
ing clo-- e Llemtz. This g

act of treaty ratification
formed the last scene In the

drama of mimic warfare
niiie-- hasbevu In progns for the
last four days, and ou each succes-
sive day the German I'mperor him-
self played a dilTlreiit part. On
Wcdms lay he had taken theleader-shi- p

of si huge and uniejy a
niazs of horses as to cavalry divis-
ions or fourteen regiments, nnd
these, in tho opinion of competent
critics, were handled with n skill
and effectiveness which were the
ei,vy of many an older soldier.

Ou Thursday, the second day, tho
Emneror contuntnl li!mulf
Joining thuSllesian corps, and wit!
following all the Incidents of lb
successful resistance against the at.
tack of the i'osen corps, In oom
pany . ltli his imperial ally ol
Austria, tho King of Saxony, and
ail his other Illustrious guests.
Wearying, however, of inaction
(for luiction Is a thing which the
Kmperor William can least of all
tolerate) the next day he .vsuraed
personal command of the Oth corps,
joining it about n a. m., and con.
ducting its operations against the
5th corps for about seven long houra
with singular strategical abiiltv.
Tills Is not mere llattery, bit the
clear and delicate opinion of thoe
who aro best entitled to Judge, and
who maintain thai, ltti as qctive
commander and as critic of tho con-
duct of others in the Del 1, the pres-
ent occupant of the throne of
Prussia, among hi- - other sterling
gifts, shows Indications of military
ge.niu of the very highest promise.

Thl! genius ttie emperor had
another opportunity of exhlbitlug to
his fellow sovereigns by command-
ing tho two combined army

as one whole army In its
attack against n masked enemy.
As Count Waldersee, phiff of the
staff", afterward pointed out In Ids
critique, the next war will be

by the enormous number
of men that aro brought Into the
field, and It was to practice Iijmself
In the maneuvering of such an im-
mense boJy of troops that Hie
emperor yesterday undertook to
concentrate along one lineaud place
close upon S0.003 men of all arms In
a position to make an effective
attack. This was naturally a very
extended line, but with the aid of
several heliographs that had been
posted on commanding heights in
the rear his majesty did his work
admirably, although the ground
was difficult and n river had to lie
crossed; and In such a manner did
be contrive his advance that by the
time his Infantry had thoroughly
engaged the attention of the enemy
bis cavalry, by a swift circuitous
march, had got to their rear and

' prepared to march In mass, it belni
I a favorite tenet of his msjesty thai
. the mounted arm must Ui taught tc

da much mire execution on in.
fantry than It has hitherto cntured.

.

THE I'UilLIC AM) THE STAGE.

OUR SATIVB bltAMAS Ml EETTWl
OUIt I'UCLIC ISIIlKClUSg

the profession bv the(Judging its mtMutn-- p, the fact
and ctitics mid

novrli.N nuKt ie money Ihun
pliyrUht!.;.iud y.t uu havenure
Kikh .einsiiii. more goudc:ays
and more go.nl iiowl than uehave
good play, utiles lviunnl Fuller III
UppuioM't Maguzmc for OdoUr.
It is obvious, then, that the question
of money is not the reason for the
failure of our drams as a vital force
of art. rs'oris the failure duo to any
Lack of material. The Society of
American Dramatic Authors, as I
hive said, will have no difficulty hi
finding pemras eligible for mem-
bership, although their names aro
unfamiliar to the general public.
Furthermore, the plaj s that have
never been produced are probably
as many as the novels that haveneer lieen published.

One Jfew York manager confesses
to having read and rrietHl 7.H.1
manuscripts. Ills Impossible to be-- iIleve that all of the 70UO w ere worse
thau some of the p cces hleh have
run hundreds of nights, and still re-
tain one's resrect fur the human in-
tellect. That condition of mind in
which a writer can get below the
level of "Natural Gas' or "We-- , Us

. Co." nouIdoITcra curious opior-tunit-y

foriathological Investigation.
I do cot know how mauy new 1 lays
are produced nt Kuglhdi aud Ameri-
can theatres iu a year. To facts,
however, will help us lo make a
rough estimate. The most iniiortaut
of ttiee is that the theatrical busi-
ness has grown to enormous iironor-tfo-

111 tilt, fTlltr.i.l ,,. nln..u
there aro probably samething like
three hundred traveling companies.
The other fact -, that thugreat majority of these com alliesgive employment to modern play-
wrights. It might naturally I
Imagined that under such condi
tiuns as thcM) the drama would Lo
in a statu of grou th rather than ina state of decay. But few of the
plays which are thus written and
produced have any serious value,
riiey are lolboilers, pure and sim-
ple, and they smell vilely of the
pot. Moreover, such of them as
may have been Intelligently

aud eleflly constructed in the
first place have been sacrificed tu
the exigencies of the moiueuLThere may bu n suspension bridge,ora steam engine, or a yacht, orother mechanical device, about
w hich some scene must be written;there may be an actor whose

eccentricities must be takenInto AH this is
merely writing to order, nnd Is
more a commercial than na arti-tl-

matter.
Tills Inferiority iu our moieri

Engll-- h plays does not necessarily
imply an inferiority in natural abil-
ity on the part of tho playwrights
Iu originality, Iu freshness of treat,
mint, iu literary skill, and, nbave
all, iu stage technique, they are, It
Is true, Immensely inferior to the
J reneh writers; but yet in those
w ho show the least amount of train-
ing, there am Hashes of genuine
tower. Our drama, indeed, atlords
in the main a painful example of
wssted energy, of talent in the
rough, so to siieafc, which tho for-
tunate possessor does not kuow howrightly to cultivate. The lack of
training of which I have spoken is
ouo re iso n for this But a moreiniiortant fin my mind an over-
shadowing) coiiitueration in thestate of the public taste. Water
eaunot rise higher thau its source,nnd the drama ciiinol lie sustainedilKive (he hea Is of iIium, t. who.
it make-- up,nl. W. Aineri.-m-hk- e

slang and vulgarity nnd
iy; an I this Is what uu grtuii Hitstage. Wesymiathlzewithtawdrv

'entimeiitnud cheap pathos; and si
we have It served to us, with a na-
tive or a foreign label. I do notknow that our playwrights are alto-
gether to blrme. It Is well eunush
10 remember the demands of art;
but the demaudsof bread nud butter

such Is our human weakness-ha- ve
the first claim. Only the for-- Itunatefewcau livo to write; otlursmut write to live. Thus It Is thatliterature In any form Is In thu maina reflection of the public taste. Ifthen, our dramatic literature is poor

and bad and mauy iwrsons think.
It la so poor and bad that II docs not

if .f0 considered as literaturestall the primary explanation is
found in the Intellectual apathy o'theatrical audiences. I'eorla Jour-
nal.

Jlodrra hnn Worshiperj.
A recent iuo of a medical

Journal rublUhed at Viemn con-
tains an account of a curlousdlsease
now prevailing toaiimlted extent atthe Austrian capital. The victim
w bile within tbo house shows

symptoms, but once out ofdoors fixes his eyes upon tho sun,and Instead of liclngdau'cd UnbletosUreste-illlyatta- o fierce Illit.Hespreadshisiigssoastoacuulrea
firm footing, hljlimlm become para-ly- x

d, and for the time he hears noone yeak to him, sees nothing but
the. ",". ,anJ "Pi-r- dead to therest of his sarroundlngs. After
abQuttenminutes, when tho rttinnhas become wearied, he falls power-
less to the ground, where he renulnsa few mltiutcs. Then heraheshlm-tel- ft!owiy. walks about, mid pres,entlyhe is tuljt-e- t to tho same at-
traction again, an tho phenomena
above described are gone through ntecoud lime. Ex.

The trunk of a rose bush growingat entura, California, Is said to ha
three feet In circumference, and the
first branch It throws out Is twenty,
one Inches In clrcuniferenee.'It runsover a latUco work, nnd though
moie tuau a wagonload of boughs
have been removed.ltcoversaspaco
pf about 1200 square feet. It yields
tbonsands of flowers, and Is fourteenyears old.

; ACCIDKYTN VM THIFI.KS.

Some aery wimj men hold thai
there Is ii'j such thing as an

aud no t uch thipg as a trille,
tint what looks to us as the merest
chance is inevitable and mul have
liapfieneil, as n part of the great fore
oidaluedlihtoryof the world, nnd
that there Is no great and no small
in the sight of Jllni '

sees with l eje. as Lard of sdl,
A bero pert.h or a parroir fall.
Sometliiiig of the same thought

was given expression by Michael
Angelo. A at his studio

that he should snd the
whole day Iu adjusting some

bitof clay on h statue.' Gentlemen," said .Michael Angelo,
"this may seem to you a trifle, but
it is trifles that make irfcct; and
perfection Is no trille."

Kevertheiess, there Is a certain
amount of amusement and even In-
formation to be gained In speculat-
ing on what might have occurred
butforsomu more or less trilling
circumstances. "If the nose of
Cleopatra had been shorter," gays
Pascal, boldly, the whole face of
the earth would have been differ-
ent." "A common soldier," says
Edmund Burke, "a child, a girl at
the door of an lun, have changed
the face of fortune, and iilmot of I

A nl.M nfTrinn Iu. m.i.l. I

Is said to have turned the cour-- e of
French history. Thu son and heir
of Louis Philippe always confined
himself to a cert number of
glasses, because he knew that be-
yond that number he was sure toget drunk. On a certain morning
he forgot to count the glasses, anddrank one more than linter-ingh-

carriage he stumbled; thefrightened horses ran away; the
oungrrince leaped out of the car-

riage, struck ills head against thepavement, aud was killed. Thatextra g'ass of wlw overthrew theOrleans rule, ivnflfcated the prop-
erly of thu family, and scut them

If Mary had lived a little longer
orKlizabeth had died a little sooner.John Stuart Mill think", the

would have been c.U'hedIn England, ir Napoleon had been
well at the battle of Waterloo, the
result might have been dlilerent.
His indl'position, so some historianstell u- -, made It impossible for himto sit iu tho saddle without discom-
fort. Xay. when Noah was in theark, would not the mest ttitilng
error in steering have shipwrecked
the whole human race?

It was a chapter of nccidents thatgave to. Spain for many generations
the leadership in the New Worldand the consequent wealth whichmade her at ouo fieriod the mo.t

of i:urux-a- mtious.
Columbus, it will be remembered,
after applying in valu to a number
bf other courts, dij.atchid hi,
brother Bartulommen to ssk aid from
Henry the Seventh or Knglaud
Now, it happened that liartofom-nip-

fell Into the hands of pirates,
and landed In England so destitutu
that he was not nresentalile nt niiBut by the time he had earneda little money he was too Late.
Columbus had had his memorableInterview with Isabella of Spain.
L"cn that interview was the result
of accident. If Juan I'erez de
Mareaua, the queen's confessor, hadnot hapicesl to tie the
door of the La Ilablda monastery at
the very moment wheu the weary
mariner was asking nlms thcrc.niid
irtheievercurf gentleman had not
possessed the peiittratlou to lie
struck by the noble lineaments ofthe raggfd nud dusty

might never have teen ires .
ented to the queen. Therefore, IfItartolommeo had reached Landon
In time, orlf Columbus had Leena
moment earlier or n moment later 'In applying at the monastery door --

indeed, if Columbus, like many "
other great men, lia been of itw
slgiilfl nut fare nnd stature, the factor the New World iulhthavu lmiiirly iliOere !. Iliffim Sicr 'ard in Oppinoutr.

V Itapld Hide ror Life.

pie blto of Hie Gila monster, ahWeoiis reptile that thrives in" thedeserts of Aritona, is said to I
ratal. An exception to the rulesurvve- -, however, In the perron ofW alter L. all, a cattle dealer, whowas nlppil on tho hand by one of 'the hideout things not long ago. Ofhfc experience after
sald recently:

"Some one In the party lied nstring around my finger andanother around my wrist to stop thecirculation of the joisoned blood
and I took a big swallow of whisky'
not as an antidote, but as a Hiruii.Iant. Everybody expected to
see me die right there, but I
made up my mini to live-- , Ifpossible. I mounted mr lmr.n .

started on a twenty-'.hre- e mile rideto raneteilastttlon. and I tell you Itwas a ride for life. I made those
twenty-thre- e miles in Jmt one hourand twenty-fiv- e minutes. By t,time I reached Rinetelli my back
and my legs began to palu. I felt
like a man who was under the In-
fluence of a strong current of elec-
tricity, an! suffered greatly. 'Anengine for which I had telegraphed
on my arrival arrived at thu stationabout ail hour after I had reachedit, and I was conveyed toTuwon, adistance of twentyelght mlies.Medical science saved my lire, butnot until IhaJ d tbnujli tendays of Intense suffering. Ex.

Fmdiogora Bare Coin.

In TepcKermeiie, nn ancienttown In Crimea, a platinum coinhas been found bearing thev Imageor Antiochos or Syria, who diedB.C. 181. Tho coin lswhatnrch-rcologit- s
call a unicus, the only

oneof lis kind known to exist, andwr this Its value Is Inestima-
ble. In the same place a'coln was
round with the Image or a raw audthree cubs, over the significance ofwhich the students of archicalogv
are breaking their heads.

Old Qnimp iWliy don."); ,you fry
to save some money? ,

I

Young Faslboy Afraid some one
would want to borrow lb Texas


