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within the arid regions unless the
carey act should be amended soBO as to
give the state power to pledge landeland
for their reclamation he says it would
bobe no better to place the lands under
the direction of the states only so
far as may be necessary to secure
their lorfor the benefit olof
actual settlers

the total amount paid by the gov-
ernment in pensions and the cost of

the same for the last
thirty one years tois the
present number otof pensionerspensioner which
Is is greater by than in
1893 when the maximum annual
costcoat was reached and isin greater
than ever before this is due to
the death of old soldiers and the
continued payment of allowances to
their heirs while the amount paid isin
decreased through the death of inva-
lid pensioners leaving no dependents

an increase of from 8 to 12 per
edthm oth is recommended lorfor all wholly
disabled and destitute mexican war
survivors

under the headbead of indian affairs the
secretary repeats the recommendation
of his predecessor for a commission oi0
three officers one of whom shall be
an army to take the place of
commissioner and assistant
elodea of indian affairs

the commission sentseat to negotiate
with the seems not tuto
have understoodstood the terms of the
agreement of 1890 as in its report it Isie
stated that the de-
clined to pay per acre for their
nownew landsalrude because they had sold their
former lands which were of better
quality to the government at 12 beote
per acre if the indiansindiana understood
thathat the per acre for new lauds

allotallottedteu them was to be taken out 0
their interest bearlingbearing trust fund they
were justified in declining to accept
such a proposition as the agreement
clearly stipulates watthat fund
is a permanent one from which
the indiansindiana shall receive

per annum forever therho recordsrecord s

of ahe jani office give colorado aalde
rel by the utes as containing

acres orof this mertacres8
have been sold realizing
the cost of removing anuand coming the
utes and providing agricultural ample
mente stock otoetc warwap

consequently
must be realized from abe sale of me
colorado lands before the Unoomoab
gre utes can be required to pay
perr acre lorfor lands allotted them inan
Uutahtah it the commission finddad ex-
plained this situationsit nation the utes wouldloulu
perhaps have consented to accept

allotted to them and to pay
when have

been realized on thehe sale of their colo-
rado lands to permit sucheuch payment
without interfering with their trusttrusi
fund

the commission segregated from
the utah reservation the northeast
portion thereof and reported it to90 the
department as all of the reservareservationtiou
thatthai could prudently be classed as DODcon
agricultural the last report of my
predecessor under the heading olof
the geological survey states that

an examination made by that
bureau has established the fact
that on slainbis reservation are large
deposits of gilsonitegilionite or aspdalphal
turngum of great commercial value

for paving and other plpurposesurposersep etwasit was
thought for some time that these de-
posits were confined to the section of
the reservation set aside by the com-
mission as unfit for agriculture but
later it hasbaa developed that other if notdot
more valuable deposits of gilsonite are
located on that portion of the reserva-
tion not desigadesignatedsted by the commission
as subject to restoration to the public
omain because not needed for allot

mootsments to the I

it toIs my judgment says the sec
detary that some legislation should
be enacted whereby the people of the
united states can at an early date
have the benefit of these valuable and
useful depositsdeposit

it is claimed a considerable portion
of the uncompahgre and res
ervationo known as the java beds
contain a substance called le 1

which with a solution recently dindie
covered makes a valuable paint and
an insulator of incomparable quality
such deposits olof gilsonite or
are of rare occurrence in fact I1 know
of nobo other within tuethe limits of the
public domain

1 11I recommend that congress author-
ize the appointment of another corncom
cittee to negotiate with the buncom

and explain to them bow the
landslanas allotted can be paid for without
depleting their trust lundfund bindand that
aauthorityat hority be given such commissioncem mission
to sell subject to thebe approval otof the
secretary of the interior the ning
portion of the lands otof the reservation
to the highest bidder to lease them or
to negotiate with responsible parties for
the working of the deposits in ordelcordei
that tiie government may be fairly
compensated and to thehe sadend that the

may enjoy the benefit of a
highlyhieply useful gitt of nature

it these lands were the property of
the indiansindiana there could be no question
asan to the above described method
being the proper one to adopt in

thereof in my opinion
however the indiansindian have no interco
in thesetheme utah lauds itif there is noi1101

sufficient agricultural lands within the
limits of4 the utah reservation to pro-
vide for their allotments under thetbt
akre11 momentement of 1880 the Sgovernmentvern ment
would be under obligation to
agricultural lands elsewhere torfor allot-
mentment to ababes 11

the secretary makes noBO comment on
the work oiof too dawes ousacum
mission but includes iuin the report ata
partial report otof the commission

under the bead of bond aided rail
roads the secretary may hebe hasha cumcom
piled with the joint resolution of june
10 1896 requiring aim to continue tbt
issue ul panelas to boua fideado purchasers
otof land soldsola by bond aidedaidau
butbuthehe says he declined to issue patents
to allail surveyed lands on theabe applica-
tion of the central Pacpacificifie he says
the representatives orof the central

pacific further contended their road itir
not in default to wethe government and
mat itir it were the lands are nothot cov
ered by the government mortgages
and cannot be heldbeld to secure the same

1 I do not agree with either of these
statements the tables
clearly show that the central pacific
railroad Is in default to vietiie govern
ment but whether so or not it unques-
tionablytion ably will be on january lutiet nextlext
or thirty days hence otien

otof its indebtedness tobtgoge ner

with thirty years interest thereon will
fallall due and must be redeemed bytheby the

government
in answer to the contention that

the governmentgove lien Is not secured by
the lands granted the central and
union pacific companies section 5 of
me act of 18621802 provides that on thehe
refusal or failure of a company to re-
deem its bonosbonds or any part thereof the
secretary of the treasury mamaymavv take
possession of all lands which at the
time of said default snail remain in the
ownership of the campat y for the
above reasons I1 have declined to patent
lauda to the union pacific railroad or
the central pacific raier ad except in
cases where it can be shown that theabe
lands for are asked have
bestbeen sold to bbuy fide purchasers inas-
much as the letady bonds issued by
the governgovernmentme to aid toin ane construe
tionlion of these roadsroaasareare falling due from
time to time and must be redeemed by
the government asaa they mature while
the r ndeads are unable to reimburse the
tretreasuryabury for the amount so paid and
thehe further reason that a bill isili now
pending in Coucongressgreas providing torfor a
funding of this indebtednessindebted nees I1 deem it
theibe part of prudence for this govern
mentmeat to retain whatever property of
the roads it waymay have toin its po session
or in its control until there shall be
adn adjustment of we amounts due the
government

thetao secretary says hebe has requested
an opinion iromfrom the secretary of the
treasury as to whether the ventralcentral
pacific Is in default and from thehe at
torneylorney general aasas to whetherwb elber if lain
default be is authorized to patent landsland
grantedcrati ted to bond aided railroads even
when toey have bee a sold itoto bonsbonafideads
purchasers it will be noticed here tast
meitie seeresecretarytary by implication questionsqueeblons
the authority of the concurrentcoocurrent resolu-
tion directing him to continue the issue
of patents

referring to the railroad commis
recommendation torfor a com-

mission to settle the indebtedness of
be abondibond aided roads we secretary

saye
congress tois not likely to delegate toso

anyny commission the power to settlemettle
hishl 11 indebtedness without making such
ett lement subject to its appapprovalruval but
whether congress would do soao or anot
thebe delay consequent upon the ap

of a commile and itsif
work would be so great that most or allail
of tue bonds issued in aid of thesethem
roads would mature audabd the govern
ment beba called upon to redeem the
same in the memeantimeantim other bills
would be introduced at eking to effect
atner and in the end thehe

government would receive jession for itsita
claim than it19 would it a compromise
by we cash payment of a lump should
be effeffectedeclea in thehe immediate future
and the governmentg vern ment become relieved
thereby from all connections with
these roads

this indebtedness has been a sub
lootfeet of attempted legislation torfor matoymany
yearsjears past hadnd it impossible to
rame sayany renewal or extension of the
loan chion will be acceptable to both
the legislators and the indebted com-
panies A funding of the debt which
contemplates abe government accept-
ing longtime bonds fur itsif advances
will not remove this troubietroublesomesome subsab
factact rm mebe consideration of coocon
gress and would probably recalljesuis in re


