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to eat, and they cook up everything they have or
expect to have for a year to come, figuratively
speaking. I would rather have a piece of bread
and go into the kanyon with one or two of the

" brethren and talk about the things of God.

Last Monday the Congress of the United States
commienced its session and no doubt they will re-
member us. I want you should pray for them;
pray for the President of the United States; pray
for the Senate and the House of Representatives;
pray for the Speakers of each house and pray for
all men in authority, especially those who are
opposed to Israel und who ‘are planning for our

“destruelion . T want you to pray good prayers E power of darkness, you would at once learn that | arises, ¢ if God dictates all these affuirs, to whom

for them, that they may fall into the dilemma
they want to put us in.
thing more than that, for, I swear to you, they
will get a belly full.

The memberg of the Legislature here will as-
semble to-morrow morning at ten o’clock with
our Governor at our head. It is the best legizlative
body there is upon the face of the earth, becanse
they hold the Priesthood, and there isno person
there enly those who, bold it, the leading men of
Isracl. Pray forthat Assembly. There are forty
nine men of us—the representatives of this whole
Territory, to miake laws for tha Government
and ‘protection of the people, but when those men
have made a law our Governor can veto it in a

moment; he is the head of the department to make |

laws to protect, sustain and uphold the Kingdom
of Godioall the world. If alaw is made to pro-
tect me it eqnally proteets you and your wife and
children; now, I want to know if thereis a man
or woman here who is not interested in that? I
mention this that you may pray that they may
make laws such as the Lord would approve,if he
was here himself. Those who feel in favor that
our Governor continue, and to uphold and sustain
him, with the Legisluture and every thing else tha!
15 good, rise up on yonr fest,

[The whole congregation arose. ]

God bless you, and bless our Governor, with
everything connected to him: Amen,

DISCOURSE

By President Brlgham Young, Tabernacle, Dec.
27, 1857,

[REPORTED BY 6. D. WATT.]

It 13 a great privilege to know the way of life

and salvation, and to know how to walk theréin,-

yet we are still, more or less, nndee the traditions
of our fathers; they are woven around usasa
garment in which we are clothed, |

It would be a great blessing for a people fo be
brought to actnally realize that ll they can com-
prebend—all they can see with their eves, hear
with their ears, or understand with their hearts

Yﬂu_ need not pray any- |

THE DESERET NEWS.

wisdom displayed by the Almighty in eausing in-
telligentbeings to dwell in a sinful world.

Br. Woodraff, in his remarks, aliuded to the
priests of the so-called Christian world, Were
you fo summon the priests of the day, not only
those that consider themselves full of wisdom but
also those from the heathen nations, and there|
are hundreds of thonsands, and, probably, millions
that are performing the labor of officiating as
messengers from a superior or suprems Being to |
eplighten the minds of the children of men and
ingtruct them in things perfaining te eternity, to,
lead their minds, as they say, from sin and the!

!

there is not knowledge enough among them =l to ]
ive you the correel reason why God suffered sin

and blindness to enter into this world. That !
knowledge has not been vpon the earth for cen-
furies, until the Lord revealed it through the
Prophet Joseph Smith, atleast not to our know-
ledge, and we have a prelty good understanding
of this world and its inhabitants, There are but |
veéry few places in the rorth, south, easf, or west, |
on the islands or on tho continents, that are in-|
habited by intellizent beinigs, But what have been |

| penetrated. Missionariés have visited them and

‘and he is also the brightness of the sun.

passes upon the earth is under his eye, he dic-
tates in the affairs of nations. If a mighty king
and kingdom are raised up upon any portion of
the earth, the Lord has done it. And whena
mighty nation erambles in its power, the Lord
has touched their pride and strength, He raises
and casts down; he dictates in the lizht and in
the darkness, at his pleasure; he makes the thick
darkness his chariot and rides upon the c[mﬁa,

&
have the privilege of learning that God dictates,
confrals and manages all to his own glory.

With many, even in this church, the question

shall sin be atiribuled ! Am [ to blame if God
always dictates and controls!”  You should keep
before you as Listter Day Saints, other principles
besides those you may be able to hear or reud
at any one time! no man can fell you everything
in one short discourse.  You understand that you
have organizations endowed with. a certain por-
tion of divine intellizence which issupreine, abso-
Iute and independent inits sphere. Yon are organ-
ised expressley for the puipose of being exalted, of

preserving your identity before the Lord and be- |

ing prepared to enter into celestial glory 1o be

| nen of learning and scientifie research, and they ; crowned to reeeive kingdoms, throwns and domin-
have not only learned the geography but have ac- iona;j to desien wnd act as do the Gods; these prin-
| thally sounded the intelligenea of the inhabitants | eiples vonare well acqnainted with,and theyshould
of the whole glohe, 8o far as we yet know, going | be continually. belore you. All intelligent beings
from west lo east, and in the south and north as|are ulso endowed with certain inalienable rights,
far as man can penetrate, and among them all,| privileges and powers inherent in them. When
aside from the revelations in our day, thereis not | God organised intelligent beings, He organised
knowledge enough to tell you why Gad suffered ‘them independent beings, to a certain exient, as

sin to'come into the world. “You have been told ' He is Himself. And whether we seean evil act

the reason why, thatall intelligence must prove
facts by their opposite. |

No organi#ed beings are prepared to become
associated with or crowned heirs in the celestial
Kingdom, until they have passed throneh these
ordeals and have drank of the bitter eup to the
dregs, co that they know and understand gocd
from evil. There was not knowledge enongh in
the whole world to fell even that, until it was
aguin revealed throygh Joseph the Prophet,
very best of them wonld marvel why God suf-
fered Lucifer or the serpent to tempt Mother Eva.
That slways has been a great mysfery to the

the knowledga that has gone forth from the Lord
throueh his Prophet Joseph, and then thranch the
Elders of Israel, who have plainly tanght many
(doctrines that were previousiv a perfect mystery
to the peaple, thongh they have now adopted

{many of them itito their faith, but they will not

give us credit for them.

Before the gospel revealed the introduction
of sin to this planet it was a great marvel even
to the most learned, and they wonld ask, ‘why
was it so7—is it nno! sfrange? and would rest with

is the creation of God, from the mizhty globes]the expression, ‘it was sufferad 1o be so.”  Whila
that roll in the immensity of epace to the smallest | reassnine or familiarly conversing with one an-

mote that helps to compose this world. It wonld
also be & great blessing for a paople to renlly na-
derstand that the eye of the Lord is upon all his
works, that nothine escanes his notice, and that
#ll is composed, organized and brourht forth for
the glory, benefit and use of intellizent heinzs.
There is no true enjovment in life, nothing that
can be a blessing to an individual or to a commnu-
pity, but what is ordained of God to bless his
people. If we could at all times strictly realize
this, do you not think that God would be continu-
ally in all our thoughts? Could we but behold and
realize the handy work of the Lord in 2l his
doings, and that he has created and orduined
everything for the benefit of his creatures, would
not that bring us to sense, realize and understand
the hand of the Lord in 2ll thines? In conse-

other, let the questipn be asked, ‘why was Eye
suffered fo partake of the forbidden fruit?’ and
the invariable reply was, ‘I eannot answer that

L questions it seems fthat it was so, and it appears

to be a great pity.” That is all the knowledge
there is in the world, on that point.  The start-
ing point they have not learned, that no intelli-
gent being conld be exalted with the Gods, with-
out beinz subjected to the temptation of sin, that
he mizht know and understand the power of the

adversary, the opposile to goodness, for it is!

wrilten that there niust needs be an opposition in

all things. The world have not yet learned that
simple truth.

I remember hearing a debata between br. Al-

fred Cordon, one of our Iilders, and a sectarian

priest, when I was in England, and I presume b

quenceof the darkness and traditions that have | there were a score or two of priests ready to put

Leen over us, many look upon things, aets and
blessings not knowing whether they flow from
the Lord or proceed from some other power.
Who would be deprived of the blessing of
gight, or of hearing? What amount of money
would hire an individuel to part with those
scuges? The light of the sun to cheer the face
of nature—to lizht up the path that we may walk

eafely therein without stumbling—who would be | Whispered to br. Cordon the answer.

deprived of? Who gave it to us? Who gave us
effection? Who has orddined the passions of the
mind and the body, which constitute the sou!?
Who should control them? To whom should
they be devoted? If the vail of the covering that
I3 over us and the nations of the earth were so
removed that we could behold the glory, the ex-
cellency, the beauly of the atiributes that are
cispensed to the cnildren of men, for they are ap-
pointed by the Lord who has ordained &ll these
things, would not God be in all our thoughts?
We,are now blessed with the privilege of com-

questions and unswers into the mouth of their
speaker, They expected to be able to use up the
Book of Mormon upon the point of Adam’s par-
taking of the forbidden fruit from the hand of
Eve, but the answer that the woman was found
in the transgression and not the man came so
quickly that i1t hushed them up at once so that
they could not argne further, Br. Orson Pratt
Many of
even these my sisters, who are before me to-day,
have seen the wisdom that is in the Christinn
worid, while they have been conversinge with
their former priests and have answerad some little
question that was a perfect mystery to a priest—
a little question which they understood and the
priest did not, and have seen the priests thrown
completely off their guard, become dizzy in their
heads and unable to confinue the conversation.
It is wriften in this Bible that the woman was
found in the tranegression. and not the man; and
that plain doctrine has bafiled all the learning of

ing to that understanding, of beins tanght and of | the priests.

teaching ourselves to come into subjection to the
celestial law of Christ, so that every passion,
every sensation and faenlty that God has bestow-
el upon us may be devoted to bis glory, to our
edvancement in knowledge, to our perfection in
this probation and to a preparation for peifection
in his celestial kingdom. This is a blesstug in-
deed. In the course of life there are many of our
thoughts, words and aets that appear to be of
minor consequence, so much sn that we wonld
bardly consider that the Lord would notice them,
and are apt to forgef that he watches every move-
ment of his creatures to kuow whether they ap-

reciute their gifts and blessings whica flow from

im, or whether they treat them asa thing of
nought.

We have the privilege, while the majorily of
the inhabitants of the earth are deprived of it,
of learning the ways of God. He is in the scts
and directs and guoidesall the affairs of this world,
end we have the privilege of understanding his

ways in so doing. We have the privilegs of!

learning the yrinciples that pertain to God and
godliness.  We have the priviiege of learning the
wealiness, iznorance, blindness and 21l the evils
tbat sin hus brought upon the children of men, of
so understanding correct principles that we.can
discern the thines that are of Grod and the things

that are uot of him, aud of leurning the great\

We have the privilege of coming to understand-
ing, of knowing that everything in heaven, on
earth and in lell is ordained for the benefit, ad-
vantage and exaltation of intelligent beings, there-
fore there is nothing that is ont of the pale of our
faith. There is nothing, I may sav, good or bad,
light or darkness, truth or error, but what is io
he controlled by intelligent heings, and we should
learn how to take into our possession every bless-
ing and every privilege that God has put  within
our reach, and know hew to use our time, our
talents and all our acts for the advancement of
his kingdom upon {he earfh. These principles
are hid from all other peovle in the world, but
we have the privilege of learning them. We
should apply our hearts to wisdom and learn the
thines of God.

The Lord asks a question, through the prophet
Amos, ‘shall there be ¥il in a city, and the Lord
hath not done it?’ Ts there anything that passes
with the ehildren of men that the Lord does not
conirol to his glory? That is what the Lord wants
every man and woman to understand. If there
is good, the Lord is there to dietateit. If there
.is power, has he not power over all the power
(there is upon the face of the earth? If there is
‘evil, if there is sorrow, if there is trouble, if
 there are trials for his people, is he not there to
dictate those sorrows and troubles? All that

The |

world, and is to this day, with the exeeption of

or a good one performed by an intellizent being,
that being has performed the act by his will, by
 his own independenl organization, which is ca-
!puhle of doing good or evil, of chosing light or
'darknesa, of performing that which will promote
life or that which will promote death or a dissolu-
tion of his organization.  Then, without the evils
| being placed before us, we should not be capable
Cof refusing it 5 without darkness had come into
the earth, we should never have learned how to
apreciate the light. Then all the family of Adsam
and Eve would have been mere machines as a
| portion of the inhabitants of the earth profess fo
believe that God has foreordained all the aets of
 the children of men from all eternity and that
| they ara oblired to aet as they do. . Bu! we have
learned that in our organization we are as indepen-
\uent as the Angels are in theirs, or as any heaven-
 ly being that dwells in eternity,

| If a nation transgresses wholesome laws and
| oppresses any of its citizens or another nation un-
' til the eup of its iniquity is full through acls that
are perfectly under its own control, God will
hurl those who are in authoerity from their power
and they will be forgotten, end he will take an-
‘other people, thongh poor and despised, a hLiss
and a by word amoong the popular natiens, and
Linstill into them power anulp wisdom, and they
 will increase and prosper until thev in turn bhe-
‘come a great nation on the earth. God does that,
and all within our power, that we have any un-
derstanding of, is ordained for the use, benefit and
control of His iutellizent creatures,

You yremember that a year ago this people
were in the heighth of what they called a refor-
mation ; you also well recolleet my teachings
and my feelings upon the subject, and that to iy
' mind the necessity fora reformation among Lat-
ter Day Saints was a disprace and beneaths our

and not to Saints, 1o be getting up a reformation,
though eontinnally improving belongs to the eall-
ing of every Samt. Suffice it to sav, there hos
een a great improvement in the midst of 1his
eaple. - A great many have confessed their sins,
Eut much fewer have forsaken them, I would
that all had forsaken their sivs, their transgres-
sions, their wickednessin every partieular, and
followed their iniquitous ways no longer, but
such is not the fact ; there has heen more con-
fessing than forsaking. ' This winter brings a new
scene before us, DMany of the brethren have
been deprived of the privilege of laboring at howme
during the past fall, they have been in the eold
and storms and have but lately returned. Tor
about two weeks past it has been, ‘brother Brio-
ham, may we have a dance in our Ward? Br. Brig-
ham,may I getnp a perty for my Quoram?’ Bishop
Hunter will come and say, ¢ several Bishops have
written to me to ask you whether their Wards
may have a dance, ora few parties ? But I do
not believe that there is a single Bishop, or Presi-
\dent of a Stake, or President of any of the Seven-
ties, or ol the Hiph Priests, or any officerof this
| Church and Kingdom, who has, during that time,
(asked me whether they could have the privilege
of serving God with all their hearts. -

In a word bere is the difficulty, many of my
brethren and sisters who are now before me be-
lieve, to this day, if they were to go into a room
prepared for music and daneing they have stepped
aside from serving God and are serving somebody
else. Ihave answered ail Bishops and all Presi-
dents and all this people, with regard to their
daveing, that I am willing that .thoce who live
their religion every day, hour and minute of their
lives to the glory of God shall dance all they wish
| to, but T have not yet given my consent for any
(other class to do so, and I want you &ll to un-

derstand if. 1f yonr minds bhave .been wrought
‘up by too mneh anxety, if you have had wake-

—r

i[‘ul hours when you ought te have been asleep, in

consequence of the threatened danger and trou-
(bles 5 if vou have been afilicted in spirit and
| your minds are word down, which they can be,
(80 long as they are conneeted with the body which
is apt 10 wear out, reasonable recreation may be
‘bewedicial. The mind, being inseparably “con-
nected with this body, becomes tired 3 I acknow-
ledge that mine does. [ sometimes feel that I
have not o pound of strength left, just fi om sittin
tand thinking. You may judge Whether there
ihas been a labor wpon me, when vou reflact
that I realize that God holds me responsible
for the salvation and safety of this people.
You hold me responsible, every one of you, as

caliing, for it belongs to ginners and the ungodly, |

1
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standing between you and God, to guide yon
safely—to dictate and direet the affairs of this
church and kingdom, and then you may judgs
whether iny mind labors, or not. = My mins be~
cownes tired, and so do your mings, if you are
Saints, Pieig Hew i T L

The mind of a man who is wholly devoted to
the chureh and kingdom of God on the earth is
powerfully exercised, and he feels all that I can,
in proportion to his standing and ealling. The
minds of such men are exercised from morping
antil morning again, and they labor more up~-
healthily than a person does at mowing or chop-
ping wood, and their minds become weary.
Whal do they need? A little relaxation. If you
want to dance and'rest your minds, dance. But
a man or woman that intends, when they go into
a room prapared for music and canecing, to serve

{ the devil a little while, 1 would to God that they

would goto Californin, where they may serve
the cevil all they dezire jo.

I would rather have 8 bundred righteous men
with whom to face all hell and the world at its
back, than to have all this great commupity, un~
legs they serve the Lord.

‘Those who ean vot serve God with a pure heart
in the dance, should not danee. Though dancing
18 not an ordinance, except we say 1t is an ordin~
ance of folly and weakness, I have not the priv-
ilege of gcing to the kanyen to chop and load wood
and logs. 1 donoet go to the joiner’s bench, as I
used to, and toil vntil my body is nearly wearied
to death. Butmy mind is from efernity to efer-
nity—irom the beginning of the creation to the
end thereof—it is not confined to the length of &
{welve foot board.

My mind becomes tired, and perhaps some of
yours do, if so, go and exercise your bodies and
thank  God, and say that it js a blessing and a

"privilege that he has given you for his names®

glory aud for your benefit and the advancement of
the righteous, the holy, the godly, those who have
kept their covenants with their God and with one
ano'her.

If yon wish to dance, danee; and you are jnss
as much prepared for a prayer meeting after danc-
ing n3 ever you were, if yon rre Saints.  If you
degirs to ask God for any thing, wyou are as well
prepared to do soin the dapee as in any other
place, if vou are Saints. |

Are your eyes open to know that everything in
the earth, in hell, or in heaven, is ordeined for the
use of intellizent beinps? It is like words in the
wind, to talk about the sweeiness of the honey
comb to those who have not tasted the opposite.
You may talk about the glory and comfort of the
lizht to those who never knew darkness, und what
do they know about it? Nothing; you might »s
well preach to those lamps. If we can realize that
every thing 'in all the elernities that ever were
and ever wiil be is ordaived of God for the benefit
and glory of intellizent beings, we can understand
why he said to Joseph, fagaivst none is my anger
kindled, only thosa who do not acknowledge m
band in all things.? Do I ackiowledge his hand
Yes. 11old you in your afllictions, diivings, per-
secutions and all thut has been prievous to be
borue, that the hand of God was in that as much
as it was in bringing forth his revelations and the
Priesthood through Joseph. ,

I will ncknowledge the band of God. not only
when our Government is arrayed aguinst this lit-
tle hanaful of people, but also when the whols
world take the same stand. I awn going to ag~
knowledge the hand of God every time,

The wicked kick at ‘Mormonism,? but they
will find it somewhat like the old man’s stone
wall that he built five. feet high and six feet thick
to prevent the boys from stealing his apples, and
when the boys, in their anger, tipped it over, be-
hold it was higher than it was before.: So with
‘Mormonism,’ every time they hit it a kick i rises
in the scale of power and influence in the world.
I am also going to acknowledge the hand of the
Lord when I see the day, and I pray that I may,
when I can say, let our Elders pass and repass
peaceably,or I will attend to you; let them preach
the gospel, as'you do others, and if you can put
them down by the scriptures, by goed, sound phil=
osopiny and argument, then give no heed to their
teachings; but do not mob them, or I will attend
to your injustice. I want to see that day, (mary
voices, Amen ) ond T will acknowledge the hand
of God the sameas I do'in the way he has hand-
led the crowd that has lately come into our Terri~
tory.

. We here enjoy a goodly share of {he common

blegsings of life, and you see a body of men and
women fillel with infelligence, and yet you see
and - heer of some persons who can not econtrol
themselves. God bas so ordained that you may
learn to control yourselves and work righteons-
nese. It is ordained that you may prove your

selves worihy of every principle and power that
are in the Gods to contrel in eternity.

The principle of pure affection is the gift of God
and it is for us to learn to control it and exercize
proper dominion over it, and if we are faithful we

shall see the time when we can say, as cur Father

in_heaven says, I am angry with the wicked; I
hate their works, and my anger is kindled against
them. Isthere any malice or wrath there? No,
forit is written that the Lord is angry, but sins
not. And one of his servants, learning something
about this prineiple, writes to bis brethren, ‘be ve
angry, and sin not,’ but it would be a sin to take
a course to destroy that ‘i:'hi[:h is caleculated for
good.  If you sin not, it i¢'in destroying the evil
woiks und saving that portion that isordained for
exaltation; that is being angry and sinning not.

We ought to confrol our passions. God has
givenus judgment and diseretion. Every qualifi-
cation of man is ordained of God, as well as good
and evil. Light and darkness are here; the power
of God and the power of the enemy are here. 1t

g {is for us te bring into right subjection every act

of onr lives, and all around us. It is for us to see
the hand of God and acknowledge it in all things.
If you want to dance, run a foot race, pitch

quoits, or play ball, do it and exercise your bod-
ies and let your minds rest. _ - |



