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GEORGE Q. CANNON, Bowery, Sun.
morning, Sep, ﬂ,&ﬂ..m- .’ :

[REPORTED BY J. v, LONG.]

I rejrice this morning, brethren and sisters,

in baving the privilege of assembling with
ou, under such favorable circumstances.
hile I have been sitting here listening to
'thu'alnFn » andJooking around atthe atten-
tion of the congregation, the thought has
arisen in my heart, how is it poss:ble for the
Elders of Israel, who have partaken of the
spirit that emanates from surrounds this
people, to remain so long absent from the so-
ciety of the Latter-day Saints? I have never
returned without having similar feelings; and
now, to contemplate another mission and the

probability of being absent as long as I was .

on that mission from which T have just return-
ed, seeems, at the first view, terrible.

There is nothing but the Spirit of God, the
comforting and sustaining influences of that
Spirit which is promised to be given unto the
Elders, that would enable a man to absent
himself from society that is so pleasing, to go
-out info the world and labor to proclaim the
gospel unto the children of men.

1 feel to rejoice that I am here, and when I
‘look around me and see the comfortable cir-
cumstances of my brethren and sisters, that
‘have been gathered out from the nations to
worship God aceording to the dictates of their
own consclences and the revelations of Jesus
Christ, my soul isfilled with joy and rejoicing.
‘I'feel this to be a glorious privilege that we
enjoy, and I do not think that the people gen-
erally appreciate it, although there may be
some exceptions.

It an Elder should go forth, after residing
here, and have for years to come to mingle
amopg the ivhabitants of the earth, if he be
animated and led by that spirit which prevails
hiere, he will realize that holy influence to a
very great extent. - He will realize that God
has gathered out a people whom he has filled
with union‘and-love, such as he does not wit-
ness or experience among other people or na-
‘tions abroad. This he will realize, if filled
with the sprit that prevails here; for where-
ever you go throughout the length and breadth
of the earth, you will find that there is a spirit
of hatred, envy, malice and everything that is
in opposition to the Spirit of God. Spirits of
this kind, and feelings of this character, pre-
‘vail throughout the length and breadth of the
land. There are exceptions to this; there are
men and women who are animated with a good
spirit and influence, but it is not so with the
majority; there is a contrary feeling and influ-
ence that will destroy and pull down and com-
pletely break up everything that is pleasing
in the sight of God. It is a spirit and influ-
ence that will break down and destroy every
gift that is ealculated to bind man to man,
and that would enable them to live in unien
and peace.

This is not the worst f2ature in the case.
The people themselves, though filled with this
spirit and surrounded by this influence, donot
seem to be aware of the dangers that threaten
their peace and the perpetuity of their institu-
tions, or that threaten the blessings that they
have received from their ‘fathers, and that
they hope to hand down to their children.
‘This is the worst feature of them all, in my
estimation, if they counld only bde made aware
of it, and the power of the evil one, they would
give heed to the words of those bearing the
everlasting priesthood. By faith and diligence

escape these threatening dangers,

I know this from my own observation, and
80 far as my own experience has gone, these
-are the feelings that have animated my own

bosom. If I find people that are faithful to
f1eir own creeds,and who are diligent in what
taey undertake to do, I have then hope in my
bosom. * Under these circumstances [ have
had faith to lay down the ancient gospel as
taught in the Bible and Testament. This,
‘however, is the difficulty under which the in-
habitants of the earth labor at the present
“time; they are not true to ‘that which they

‘ofess, and this causes the hearts of the
,Eiders to mourn. I have been able many
times to account for the saying in the revela-

tions, that the heavens weep over the children

“of ‘men, and the bosom of the Almighty is filled

. 'with sorrow, because of the condition of the
buman, fami y.

I believe that an Elder who goes forth can

to some extent realize the deplorable condition

of fallen man, and it fills him with compassion,

.an | instead of killing them off and destroying
down his own |

them, he feels willing to la _
life, if by so doing he could bring themto the
knowledge of the truth.

I have sometimes heard the brethren indulge
in harsh expressions when they have been
tried, but when we consider the condition of
the inhabitants of the earth as it really is

view them from the standing point which we |

occupy, instead of baving these feelings of
vengeance towards them, we should feel that
their punishment has already commenced,
and that that which they auger while they
tabernacle in the flesh would be sufficient for
many things that they have done.

BDuring my absence on my recent mission
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those going forth holding this authority mayib'“ the time when the system of fanaticism
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which has taken possession of the people
throughout the United States. There were
some few who were_disposed to investigate
an&:l ir;quira into our principles, to reason and
reflect,

There is sometl connected with this
system, and with the power that is exercised

by the Presidency of this church that the

]hurldcannﬂt understand. I found manéy men
[ if pos-

who were anxious to investigate, and

‘8ible ascertain what produced this oneness of
feeling, and what enabled President Young to
sway such infiuence over the people during
our times of difficulty,

‘however much thez may be led to believe that
we are a corrupted people, consider this one
of the great mysteries,

apt to be read with avidity. There is some-
\thing which I do not suppose they can account
for; we have gone forth, from the time of the
inception of this gospel, and so signally tri-
umphed over our enewies, that in the minds of
many men who are posted in regard to the
eve.ts of the age, there is an anxiety to form

‘are anxious to know whether it is” going to be

'a permanent power in the United States, or
' whether it is going to erumble to pieces, as
'L has been talked of by our enemies.

There is one thing they will give us credit
for, viz: that we are united, that we will give
‘heed to authority, and that we are in posses-
'sion. of some of the best modes of getting
‘along that are known in the world, but there
‘is a difference of opinion about the origin of
'this union; what is the cause of it? Some at-
‘tribute it to a. wonderful power which the
| President exercises over the whole people,
‘and which the Elders exercise when they go

forth into the world to preach the gospel;
‘others ay there are inducements held out by
which the people are co npletely blinded, and
this grows so strong, that the people become
\willing to beled by the Elders, and then when
they get here they are so surrounded by the
Danites, that they cannot go away if they
want to. Others entertain a different idea,
and have a better opinion than to suppose that
illiterate, unlearned men like many of our
| Elders, can go forth and exercise such power.
I have had men admit to me that the ad-
(vance of the age demanded a new reyelation,
that the old fogyism of the past age was not
suited to the wants of this generation that the
people required a new revelation, a ne «+ influ-
ence, that there was nothing to bind the peo-
ple together, or cduse them to believe in their
leaders. And some are willing to believe that
| “Mormonism”is the religion that is best calcu-
lated to take the place required to be filled,
and become the dominant religion. But like
other religions it has to fizht its way; all sys-
tems of religion had to do this in early days,
butto ackuowledge there is anything revealed
from heayen, that is inspiring the bearts of
the people would be the first step towards as-
sociating religion with fanaticism.

It is singular to_ go out into the world and
converse with_penxle with regard to the opin-
ions of men of influence, respecting the Lat-
'ter-Day Saints. Some suppose that the power
'that is exercised by the leaders of this people,
will be shortlived, and many of them supposed
when the army came in here that that would
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would be crushed. They hoped that the long

wer

pwiv th they had - an
heard, but they wio ing to say pret | »dee of the |
a ing about ouF faith, ... . .07 ] *’ signs.of the times, were at a loss to compte- |
is originates through a vitiated appetite hend what the future of the United States
{wuuld be, if these difficulties continue

far off the da
' this.ehurech have

~some idea of the ‘eatures of the system; they |

I . k
o %L d, ad
nce hatewer ’

looked upon it superficially, and supposed that

_the panic of those times was only temporary.

They view things in the same light now; the
believe that the obstacles will be removed,

that the government will go on and press for-
‘ward to that
‘wil attain to. - Bat there, were many,
~ous to that time of difflculty to which Iallude,
‘maintained that there was no such thing as
'dissolution to the United States.

l

. | admit that po sibly it may
The reflecting men over the whole land, 'that the difficulties at present in the nation,

position which they believe it
previ-

But now
after all their hopes in relation to the great-
ness of this government they are wil ing to
be dissolved, and

between the two extreme sectiong, will pro-

L duce the dissolution.

If there is anything |

There has been an attempt during the last

tent it has been done. Men are so ready and
willing to be deceived in'regard to that which
will produce (heir destruetior, that they put
of dread.
Although Joeseplt Smith and the Elders of
proclaimed, both by their
own voice and by publications,the downfall of
this government and set forth things so plain-
ly to those that would look at them; yet the
people elose their eyes and have pressed for-
ward in their own way, and they will so con-
tinue until every word shall be fulfilled.

Brethern and sisters, if there were no other
cause of thankfulness and of gratitude within
us, t5 God our Heavenly Father for the bless-
'ings that he has bestowed upon us, we should
be thankful for this blessing, the blessing of
foreknowledge, that he has revealed unto us
by his own voice and that of the holy angels
those things that are coming upon the nations
of the earth, and that, wkile uncertainty,
doubt, and gloom prevails from one end of the
land to the other, we are in thé possession of
‘a feeling and of knowledze which enables us
to bear up; while the hearts of othersare filled
with fear and dread, ours are filled with hope
and bright anticipations that we are privil-
eged to live in a day and age like this.

If there weie no other cause of thankful-
ness, Lthis furnishes us abundant reasous.

|

with these influences and that these feelings

feelings that new prevail, and that instead of
dread and sorrow controling the minds of the
Saints there is on the contrary a feeling of
thanksgiving and joy that our lot has been
cast in this day and age of the world, where
calamity and sorrow ‘was there is thanksgiv-
ing and joy, and when we bow our knees be-
fore our Father in heaven we thank him for
these blessings..

If the nations of the earth could realize that
there were such feelings prevailing here, there
would be hundreds and thousands that would
associate themselves with us, especially, if
they could believe it possible for them to at-
tain to the same privileges; but lies have pre-
vailed to such an extent, and have been so
industriously circulated that thousands of men
and women now believe us to be the worst
people upon the face of the earth. If they
come here, although they may not profess our
faith, but will submit to the regulations that
are established here, they can be comfortable
and enjoy themselves.

gently
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about our destruction, to lay.the fmﬁhatiun
'or their own da r

_ | tion, - i £
| Fear is taking hold of the hearts of men,
and it will doubtless increase until that will

d. They | be fulfilled which was spoken by the Prophet,

““I.et us not go up agaiust Zion, for the people
thereof are terrible.”” Men do not realize
that they are fulfilling the words of the Proph-
et of God; no, they are blind; thetlr labor dili-

and assidnously, as they think to pre-
vent that. Therefore not only are the good
brethren and sisters and the pure and holy la-
boring for the fulfilment of the word of God,
and the spreading abroad of the truths of
heaveén, but the wicked who are laboring for
the overthrow-of the kingdom of God,have all
their efforts turned to good account, and the
fruits thereof are beginning to be apparent,—
This, as [ belfore observed, will increase and
be more app rent every year that we live upon
the earth., Th's is not a dead letter which I

: | am- speaking to you, but it isa truth which
'in newspapers about the Mormons, it is very session to remove this feeling, and tosome ex- ' has been uttered by the inspiration of the

Holy Ghost many years ago. Remember the
saying, “We cannot do anything against the
kingdom of God, but for it,”” for God himself
will control the result. It is not only true so
far as we are concerned, but the nations that
undertake to send their armies tofight against
Zion, will find everything turned in favor of
the Saints, give them success, and erable them
to overcome the difficulties with which they
are surrounded, and they will continue to over-
come until they attain that position which
our Heavenly Father intends all his faithful
people shall occupy.

The warning of the nations of the eartl,
and the labors of all the faithful Elders
among the nations, all contributes to the ac-
complishment of this work, and the preparing
of the Saints for a high and exalled position
in the kingdom of God, to reign as kings and
priests of the Most High, according to the
promises of the Father, .

I have felt during my absence this time, as
well as upon other missions, that it did not
matter much where I labored, but I felt to
mourn that I could not do more than I did for
the kingdom of Goed. 1 was ambitious and
felt a desire to hasten forwasd the purposes
of our Father in heaven, but when I looked

of fear pervades the mind. You know the

We |
can read in the newspapers, if we cannot as- |litle, if L and all my brethren and sisters
certain it any other way, that they are filled

Our enemics, by the eunﬁlm they are taking,

upon it in another light, I eonsidered that
whether the fruits of my labor were muth or

would only labor where we were wanted, we
would be sure to accomplish that which our
Father wished us to do.

It does not matter what we are doing or
where we are laboring; in the adobie yard, in
the kanyons, preaching the gospel, or doing
anything else that God through his servants
directs us to perform; if we labor f-ithfully
we are contributing to the accomplishment of
a great and good work, and are really doing
much more than we think, and laboring to
bring to pass all those predictions that have
been del'vered respecting the generation in
in which we live. jyr. 3

1 know, however, that this is.a difficult
lesson for us to learn,that it is difficult to get
the idea into our hearts. It is so natural for
a'man to be desirous to do something, to have
the name, to have the credit of having done
something uwpon the earth., And it is the de-
sire of an Elder to de something in preaching
the gospel, and it is very difficult to curb the
inclination that many bave for preaching, but
if we labor in the way and in the pesition
that the authorities have put us and directed
us, we may rest assured th-t we are laboring
for the accomplishment of all that which is

are bound to remove the stigmas they have éreqnired to be done by our heavenly Father,

expected period had arrived when we should |tried heretofore to place upon us, for they have | and we are laying up treasures in heaven, and

(existence as a distinet people upon the earth.
The failure of that expedition and of every
other expedition to bring upon us the trouble
designed, has changed the opinion or many,
and they are now to some exfent in doubt.—
The adversary who influences them is willirg
to lend a listening ear; and it is not now
known what course to pursue. This is the
feeling that is possessed by many. Howlong
this feeling may last, I cannot tell, but that
the fire nf persecu'ionthat is now smouldering
will again arise, there can be do doubt. If
'we suppose that the future is peaceful, it is a
idelusion; the efforts of our enemies will be
continued; they are encouraging their hatred
rand increasing their determination. to bring
destruction upon us, and they do know them-
se ves that they are wicked in this respect,
but they have an idea that we are a blotch
upon the civilizationof the nineteenth century,
'but they do not know the influence that guides
them, and that directs their determination.

A man who goes forth at the present time,
if he be filled with the spirit of zion, he will
find continually, evidences upon the right hand
and upon the left, to strengthen him in the
wotk in which he is engaged. This is not
~confined tothe religions abroad, but it isto be
found among the Saints here, and we see it

everyday. A man whose heart is open, and
iwho is clear to behold the evidences that are
to be gleaned during our experience, will have
abundant cause of thanksgiving for having ex-
;tendied unto us the helping band in Ume of
need. _

A man who goes among the people of the
world is soon made to realize the confusion

tothe Eastern States, I found; but few willing"that exists, the spirit that controls them, and
+to listen to the truths I had to proclaim to the doubt and uncertainty that they are in.
them. There were, however. a few who were ' Experience of this kind gives strength to the
anxions to learn what we believed in, what  Latter Day Saints, to the Elder who may be
our views were, but the great majority of the laboring among the people, - During the diffi-
prople were so completely filled with nawn—!:.ultinu that arose here some years ago, I fre-
paper stories which go forth week after week quently heard the Saints express themselves
and day after day, that they were not disposed thankful that God had given them a knowl-
to listen to what a Mormon had to say; and if edge of the future. The whole of the United
there ware any who were willing to converse, States are now in trouble, they were then
all gheir @lk would be about br. Brigham’s excited about the Latter Day Saints, editors

be obliged to succumb, and no longer have au |slandered us, told lie after lie about us, and

predicted what would become of usy and many
who believe in the stories published in news-
papers, will, ere long, be convinced that we
are an /njured people; many of their stories
have already been proven to be false; this re-
sult will produce its own fruits, and the re-
action produeed will be the overthrow of
God’s enemies. And when the time of diffi-
culty and sorrow overtakes them because of
their iniguities, and they will be, to a certain
extent, fearful of the consequences, the wa
will be prepared for the fulfillment of the
words of the Prophet—that those who will
not take up their sword against their neigh-
bors, will have need to R&é to Zion, This
will be the result of the actions of those who
are now our enemies, those who shonld be our
-neighbors, and who are now operating to
bring abouf our downfall. _

But let me say unto you, my brethren and
sisters, that all their efforts, and all the moves
that they have made have produced a contrar
efiect to what they intended, and all they do
in future will be far more striking in its ef-
few.:.tadtha.n anything that bas rreviously tran-
spired.
of this Church, to te ] =0 many falsehoods,
and they have told them so long and circulated
them so widely, and so very rapidly, with a
design to destroy our character, and with a
design t;::;ke the world believe that Ira‘
were a blood-thirsty people, a people guilty
of every species of crime; thattbey think cre-
dence must still be given to all they do and
say. Those who have circulated these un-
founded stories, are filled with the very spirit
which they Jaccuse us of possessing, and they
do this for the purpose of creating diffieulty
and bringing trouble upon us.

I'have seen this myself; I have seen men
who knew when they were writing that they
‘were writing statementy that were not true.
Some of these were meh that have been as-
sociated with us in the bonds of fellowship,
'and the spirit which they sought toinfuse into
others, they had received by transgression.
This spirit has caused editors and other men

They began in the first organization |

who bave labored in this manuer to bring

]
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although we may not do as much here as we
suppose we onght, there is an eternity before
us in which we can labor. There is no end to
our opportunities for doing good, and we are
not going to labor here for the last time, and
although we are making adobies, laboring in
the kanyens, sawing lumber, yet if we labor
as our Fatber in heaven wan's us, we have
before us a destiny far greater than we can at
present imagine; we have before us a field of
usefulness much more extemded than it has

Y {ever yel entered into sur hearts to conceive.

There is yet a vast eternity in the future in
which we ean labor, and we are te press for-
ward until we attain the fulness of our desire,

It is so with the wicked, in one sense, with
the enemies of the truth., All that we do eon-
tributes to the rolling forth of this great and
mighty work. = In our expulsion from lllinois,
our joqrneiinga across the plains, our settle-
meat in this valley, all has contributed to.
make us what we now are. Our enemies gee

¥ | this and they regret that they did not leave us

to be mixed up with the world, so that the
surges of civilization might have surrounded
us, and eventually have destroyed our organ-
ization, But we are here, and it is now too
late. We are now established and we have
become a fixed power; we are growing here in
the mountains, and are beginning to be ac-
knowledged and called as nationin the midst
of the earth, and everything that the wicked
have done and will do, will be a source of re-
ret to them because they will see, as they
ave already seen, that they have worked
unto our hands. Then, to use a familiar ex-
ression we will say, let it blow hot or eold,
et them do just as they please, persecule us,
send armies here or keep them at home, it will
make no difference as to the final result. It
may enable us to Erngreaa the faster in the
ood, work in which we are engaged, but all
that our enemies do with a design to thwart
the opera ions of the people of God, will be
unsuc il. "I have felt grateful many times
for the possession of this knowledge, and
when I bhave walked among the people and
seen how determined they were to take steps
to overcome us and then have considered that



