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RETORTED BY 1 V LONG

I1 this mlmorning brethrenelbrenbr and sisters
in havingbaving the privilege of assembling with
you under such favorable circumstances
while I1 have been sitting here listening to
the singing and looking around at the atten-
tion of the congregation the thought has
arlariarisenh in myray libart howbow is it possible for the
elders af israel who have partakenpartakerpar taken of the
spirit that emanates from and surrounds this
people to remain so long absent from the so-
cietyclety of the latter day saints I1 have never
returned without having similar feelings andland
now to contemplate antheranother mission and the
probability of being absent as longiong4 as I1 was
on that mission from which I1 hav ejust return-
edad the first view terrible

there is nothing but the spirit of god the
comforting and sustaining influences of that
spirit which is promised to be given untoanto the
elders that would enable a manuran to absent
himself from society that is so pleasing to go
out into the world and labor tpto proclaim 10thee

0sp e I1 unto the children of men
I1 I1leeleel to rejoice that I1 am here and when I1

look around me and see the comfortable circiri
cumstances of my brethren and sisters that

ibavethayo been gathered out from the nations to I1

worship god accordiaccordingDg to the dictates of their I1

own consciences and the revelations of jesus i

christ my soulsoui Is filled with joy and rejoicing
1 I1 feel this to be a glorious privilege that we
arjoAnjoenjoyyi and I1 do not think that the people gen-
erally appreciate it although there may be
some exceptions

it an elderbider should go forth after residingsidingri
chere and have for years to come to mingle
among the inhabitants of the earth itif he be

I1

kliiiianimated
1 cited and led by that spirit which preprevailsvallsvalisI1

here hehc will realize that holyholi influence to a
very great extent he will realize that god
has gatherergathele4 out a people whom he has filled
with lovolove suchbuch as he doegdoes not wit-
ness or experience amongamongotherother people orna
eions abroad this he will realize if filled
with the spirit that prevails here for where
exereyer you go throughout the length and breadth

afpf the earth you willviii find that there is a spirit
of hatred envy malice and everything that isis

lriirliriin opposition to the spirit of god of
this kind and feelings orthis character pre
vailivall throughout the length and breadth of the
landlani there are exceptions to this there are
men andalid women who are animated with a good
spirit and influence but it is not so with the
majority there is a contrary feeling and iffla

jencelence that will destroy and pullpoll dovdoldollanddowndoonnandand com-
pletely break up everything that is pleasing
in the sight of god it is a spirit and influ-
enceecce that will break down and destroy every
giftgif that is calculated to bind maninan to Dman
aridadd that would enable them to livelise in union
aad peace

thisis is notnoticethe worst feature in the cisecase
thea people theinthemselvesselves though filled with thisthia
spirspiritivandand surrounded by this influence dodonotnot

tseeiSeemito be aware of the dangers that threaten
their peace and the perpetuity of their institu-
tions or that threaten the blessings that they

likeikiehave received from their fatfalfathershers and that
athey hope to hand down to their children
athisthis is the worst feature of them all in my
estimation if they could only see mademadomae awawareare
of it and the powerower of the evileyll etheyonetheron would
give heed toleto the words of those bearing the

1

I1 everlastingever listing priesthood by faithfalth andandrildiligencedilirence
I1

those going forth holding this authority may
escape these threatening dangers

I1 know this from my ownawit observation and
so90 far as my own experience has gone these
are the feelings that have animated my own
bosom if I1 find people that are faithful to
keirleir own creed sand who arearc diligent in what
faey undertake to do I1 have then hope in my
bosom under these circumstances I1 have
had faith to lay down the ancient gospel as
taught in the bible and testament this
however is the difficulty under which the in-
habitants of the earth labor at the present
time they are not true tototham which they

rotespotesbip 8 and this causedcauses the hearts of the
galderagEidera to mourn I1 have been able many
timtimesei to account for the saying in the

V that the heavens weep over the children
otmenot mennen andlind the bosom of the almighty is filled

with sorrow because afpfp the condition of the
human tamifarni y

I1 believe that an elder who goes forth can
to0 extent realize the deplorable condition

kwofof fallen man anait fills himwichhim with compassion
an I1 instead of killing them off and destroying
them he feels willing to laymy down his own
life if by so doing he could bring theato the
knowledge of the truthtrai i

I1 have sometimes heard the brethren indulge
quin harsh expressions when they have been
ii tried but when we consider the condition of
the inhabitants of the earth as it really is
view them from the standing point which we
6occupycupy instead of having these feelings of
vengeance towards them we should feel that
their punishment has already commenced

I1

and thatmat that which they buffersuffer while they I1

in the flesh would be sufficient for
many things that they have done

A Dduring inymy absence on my recent mission
to the eastern states I1 foundibut few willing

the truths I1 had to proclaim to
luem there werewera howeverho wever a few who were
anxiousamura to learn what we believed in what
ouroar vviews were but the great majority of the

so completely filled with news
paper storiestories which go forth week after weekwee
and dyday after dayaay that they were not disposed

stottoto listen to what a mormon hidhad to say and if
threthore ave any who were willing to converse
all air jktalk bouy bt aboudi bibr Brigharnhain ai

I1 1 rirw IV
t

3 or some
I1 41miracle

I1

lof rwahW thee ad

ilealiewheardbeardd but they would do ve willing to baysaysajisari
a x about ourfaithlaith T 1

this originates through a vitiated appetite
which has taken possessionsession of the people
throughout the uniunited states there were
some few who were disposed to investigate
and inquire into our principles loretorelo10 reasonreabonasoh and
reflect

there is something connected with this
system and with the power that is exercised
byy the presidency ot this church that the
world cannot understand I1 found many men
who were anxious to investigate and if pos-
sible ascertain what produced this oneness of
feeling and what enabled president young to
sway such over the people during
our times of difficulty

1

the reflecting mmenn over the whole land
however much they may be led to believe that
we areaare a corrupted people consider this one
odtheof the great mysteries if there is anything1
in newspapers about the mormonscormonsMormons it is very
apt tobeto be read with avidity there is some-
thing which I1 do not suppose they can account
fotfoxforwe have goneono forth from the time of the
inceptioninception of tthisf is gospel and so signally tri-
umphedutha ed over ouroar enemiesbenemio that in the minds of
many menthomen whokho are posted in regard to the
eveitaeveeye its of the age there is an anxiety to form
some idea of thehe featuresea tures ofor thehe system ahbythey
are anxious to know whether it is going to bee
a permanent power in the united states or
whether

I1 it is doinggoing to crumble to piecespieced as
hahasaberbeen tatalkedI1ke of by our enemenemieslegles

Tthereh ee is one thing they will give us credit
for viz that we araree united that we will give
heed to authority and that we are in posses-
sion afpf bomesome of the best modes of getting
along that aiealeare known in the world b t ihrethere
is a difference of opinion about the origin of
this union what is the cause of it some at-
tribute it to a wonderful power whichwhick the
president exercises over the whole people
and which the elders exercise when they go
forth into the world to preach the gospel I1others baysaytay there are inducements held out by
which the people aieareare co blinded and
this grawigrows so strong that the people become
willing to baled by faelaehe Elder

i Standexand then when
they get here they are iiso0 surroundeds bybk the
canitesDa that they cannot go aayaway if they
want to oth ers entertain a differentdiffer tnt idea
and have aa better opiopinionplon than to suppose that
illiterate unlearned mennien like many of our
eiderselders can go forth andond exercise such power

I1 have had men admit
J to nieme that oiepie ad-

vance of the age demanded 61a new revelation
that the oldoid of thethapa at apeage wswas not
suited to the wants of thithis generation that the
peoplepopie required aanewpow revelation a nenevdevv influ-
ence that thera yas nothing to bind the peo
pledetleele together0 gg or capscays e them 1to0 believe in their
badersrs APAapd posomebomee are willing to believe that

religion that is best chilcucalcu-
lated to take tthe place required to be bliedfilled
and becomebecame the dpdinant religion fumike
other religions it hahas totonightfeht its vawaywas

I1 alaby s
of relireilceligoigiorglor had to Zdo this in jearly s

but to acknowledge there is anything reviarevealedpd
from hea deojeo that jsiq inspiring the hearts of
the people would be tbthe first step towards as-
sociatingsocia ting religion with fanaticism

it Is singular to go outdut into thelthe world and
colvconverseconversabetse with people with regard to the opin-
ions of men of influence respecting the lat
ter day saints some suppose hatatthethe powerpow er
that is exercised by the leaders 0of this people
will be short lived and many of them supposed
when the army came in here that that would
bbe ththetha1bltimein vaen the system of fanaticism
would bee crushed they hoped that thehe long
expected perioperiod Ahadhad arrived when we should
beliet obliged to succumb and no lorgerlor ger have au
existence as a distinct people upon the earth
the failure of that expedition and of every
other expedition to bring upon us the trouble
designed has changed theme opinion or many
and they are now to some extent inin doubt
the adversary who influences them is willirm
to lend a listening ear and it is riotnot now
known what course to pursuearsue this is the
feeling that is possessed by many howlongdowlonghow longiong
this feeling may last I1 cannot tell butbia that
the fire of perse cutcul ionlon that is now shoulderinging
will again arise there cancah be do doubt if
we suppose that the future is peacefulit isaisal
delusion the efforts of our enemies will be
continued they are encouraging their hatred
and increasing11 theirameir mon I1to0 bring
destruction upon us allfand theado knoenowknow hemhemii
aetie ves that theyibey aarere wicked inin this respect t
but they havohave ahali idea that we are a blotch
upon the civilization of the nineteenth centuryy
butbat they do not know the influence that guides
them and that directs their determination

A man who goes forthfortl at the present time
ifit he be filled with the spirit ofbf zionscion he will
find continually evidences upon the right hand
and upon the left to strengthen him in the
work in which hebe is enragedengaged thisthid is not
confined to the religions abroada road but it is to be
found among the saintspaintssherehere and we see it
everydayevery daxaayday A man whose heart is open and
who is clear to behold the evidences that are
to be gleaned duningduring our experience will havelave
abundant cause of gl fo r haying ex-
tended antous the helpheldhelpinging hhandbanda X litiin timelime9 of
neeueeneedd

A man who boeagoei adiongamong the people of the
world isis soon addemade to realize the confusion
that exists the spirit that controls them and
the doubt and uncertainty that they are in
experience of this kind gives strength to the
latter day saints to the elder who nayway be
laboring among the people during the diffi-
culties that arose here some years ago atreI1 fre-
quently heard the saints expressespress themselves
thankful that god hadbad given them a knowl-
edge of the future thethi whole of theflip united
states are now in trouble they were then
excited about the latter day saints editors

were tgooyoo55
Saledbled amalfiawiloll meninen who5 ny

pretencepredencepretprewerlweritencetincencenee whateJr1
totatolatoa killmeknowledgeanadge5 he

the timptime s at a lossitt tompieet
bhendhendbend what the future of the united states
would be if these difficulties continued they

1 looked upon it superficially anaana supposed that
the panic of those times was only temporary
Theyiewview thibthihthingssinthejin the samebame light now thethey

lbbelieveelleve that thithethe obstacles willhill be removerremoved
that the government will go on and press for

I11 ward to that position which they believe it
wil attain to but ththeretheroe re were many creyiprevi-
ousdustoto that time of difficulty to which I1 allude
maintained that there was no such thing as
dissolution to the united states but now
after alltailtallail theirheig hopes in relation to the great
ness of this government they are wil ining1 to
admit that pooo sibly it may be dissolved and
that the difficultiesat present in the nationbationiation
between the two extreme sections will pro-
duce the dissolution

there has been ariatian attempt during the last
session to remove this feelingf and to some ex-
tent it has been done bienmenblen are so ready and
willing tobeto be deceived in legardregard1 to that which
will produce heinhelnheirtheir destructdestructiongiop that they put
far off the day of dreaddredd

although josephJos epliepil smith and the elders of
this church have proclaimed buthboth by their
own voice and by publicationsibethe downfall of
thishis government andaud set forth things so plain-
yly to those thauthai would look at them etche
people close their eese es and have presseded for-
ward in their own way and ththeyey willil I1 so con-
tinue until every boydbori shall bp julfliidi

bretherdBr ethern and sisters if there were updo other
cause of thankfulness and of gratitude within
us to god gurour heavenly father for the bless-
ings that liehe has bestowedbest owea gonarpon us we should
be thankful for this blebieblessing thealejalelbessingblessing of
foreknowledge that he has reeerevealedrepealed unto u
by his own voice and thathatthaiat bf the bioly angels
those thingsthing that are coming upon the nations
of the earth and that while uncertaintyI1 talataltdoubt and prevails from one endnd of tthee
land to the other we are in th possession of
a fefeelingelint and of knowledgknowledgee which enables us
to bear up while the heartsbearis of othe isare filled
with fear aandd dread ours are filladfigidfid wA ith hopebopf
and bright antiantlanticipationsci tbthatat we are privil-
eged to live in a ddayy and aigeage likilkkd this

if there were no other cause oeof thankful-
ness this furnishes us abundant reareasonssops we
can read in the newspapers if we cannot as-
certain it ailyanyady other way that they are filled
mithwith these influences and that these feelings
otof fear pervades the mind you know thehe
feelings that now prevail and that instead of
dread and sorrow controllingcontroling the minds of the
saints there is on the contraryaryark a feeling of
thanksgiving and joy ththatatourour lot liasbas been
cast in this day and ageaab of the world where
calamity and sorrow was there is thanksgiv-
ing and joy and when we bow our kneesknee be-
fore

e
our father in heaven we thank him for

these blessings
if the nations of the earth could realize hatthat

there were such feelings prevailing here there
would be hundreds and thousands thatwould
associate themselves with us especially if
they could beliebellebelieveveitveltit possible for them to at-
tain to the same privilegest but lies hahave pre-
vailed

re
to suchbuch an efteextentnt and have beebeen so0

industriously circulated that thousands of
and women now believe Msils to be thew
people upon the facion the earth if they
come here altaitalthoughboughhough they may not profess our
faith but will submit to the regulations that
are established here theyahey can be comfortable
and enjoy themselves

our enemies bybythethetho course they are taking
are bound to removeremote the stigmas they have
tried heretofore to place upon us for they have
Blansianslandereddered usits told liehe atterafter liehe abouabout isi s and
predicted what would become of us and many
who believe in the stories published in news-
papers will ere longiong be convinced that we
are an injured people many of their storiesstones
have already been proven to be falsefaise this re-
sult will produce its own fruits and the re-
action produced will be the overthrow of
gods enemies and when the time of diffi-
cult

diffi-
cultyculty and sorrow overtakes them because of
their iniquities and they willbewiilwill be to a certaininiquitiesextent ffearful of the contonsequencesconsequences the waway
will be prepared for the fulfillment of the
words of the prophet that those who will
pottagenot take up their sword alaiagainstast their neigh-
bors willwiilwilwll havehaie nedneed to fleeea to zion this
will be the result of the actions of those who0
are now our enemies those who be our
neighborsneighbor6 abdadd who are nowlow operating0 to
bangbr 9 about ourouy downfall

Bbutt let me say tintounto youcumy my bbrethrenrethre and
sisters that all their efeffortslorts and ailallallibethe moves
that they have made have produced a contrary
effect to what they intended and all they do
in ffutureliture will be fartar more strikingkimg in its ef-
fects than anything that has previously tran-
spired they began in the first organization
of this church to te I1 so many falsehoods
and they have told them so long and circulated
them BO widely andioand po very rapidly with a
design to destroy our character and with a
design to make the world believe that we
were a bloodthirstyblood thirsty people a people guilty
of every species of0 crime that they think cre-
dence must still be given to all they do and
sa those who have circulated these un-
founded stories brgargare filled with the very spirit
which they of possessing andani they
do this for thebe purpose of creating difficulty

1

and bringing trouble upon us I1

chaveI1 have seen this myself I1 have seen men
who knew when they were writingwilting that they
were writing statementsstatements that were riot true
some ofox these were inenmaeh that have beenbean as

with us in the bonds of fellowship
and tha sejaspirit which theyey sought toinato infuseuse into
others ttheyey hadfiad received bvb transgression
this spirit has catiscaused1ea editors and otherother inmenn
whowib bavehave laboredlabored in this mahmalmannerhberhuer to brina

bounourt our toil ay the ffoundation0ounlatidattatlon
learor theirthe ir ownOH n aamnadamrationbationHa ttionio ft waawaw

fo
1

elfear is taking liolamiduld parti f men
and it will doubtless increase until that will
be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet
Is ietletret us not go up against zion for the people
thereof are terrible 12 menblen do not realize
that they are fulfilling the words of the proph-
et of god nopno they are blind they labor dili-
gently and assiduously as they thiniethink to pre-
vent that therefore not only are tihe good
brethren and sistersbisters and the pure and holy la-
boring for the fulfillmentfulfilment of the wordaword oflof god
and the bpreading abroad of the truths of
heaven but the wicked who are laboilabelinging for
the overthrow of the kingdom of god have all
their efforts turned to good account and the
fruits thereof are beginning to be apparent
this as I1 before observed ivillwill increase and
be more app rent every year that we live upon
the earth th a is not a leaddead letter which I1
ainam peakingspeaking to you but it is a truth wlwhichwilchj ich
has been uttered by the inspiration ofodthetheibe
holy ghost many years ago remember the
saying we cannot do anything against the
kingdomkingdorn of god bufforbufferbutbul far it 2 for god3 od himself
will concontroltroi the result it is not only true so
far aass we are concerned but the nationsnotions thatihliti

undertake to send their armies to fight against
zion will find everything turned in favor ofot
the saints give them success and enable themtheo
to overcolnecorpe the difficultiesdifficultie with which they
are surrounded and they will continue to over-
come until they attain that position which
our heavenly father intends all his faithful
people shall occupy

the warning ol01of the nations of the cartream
and the labors of all the faithful elderseiders
among the nations all contributes to the ac-
complishment of thisthia work and the preparing
of the saints for a bigahighlandand exalexaltedL position1011

in the kingkingdomd 014 ad 1 to reign as kingsa andind
priests ofr tthe11 31most11 highith according0 tito ithe
promises otocthathe father iiI1 have felt during my absence apis timetimp psa
well as upon other missionsmissions that it adnot
matter much where I1 labored but fett
mourn that I1 could not do more than I1 did for
the kingdom of ged I1 waswaa
felt a desire to hasten forwald
orf our father inID heaven bubuchenA heihel

1Tl looked
upon it iditi another light I1 bonsiconsideredred anamstaltt
whetwhetherherthethe fruits of mylamyiamy labarbar weremere
lithelit le 1it I1 and all moyroy brethren and biter
would only labor where we were wanted vyenyewe
would be sure to accomplish that which arour
fatherfathel wished us to do I1 I1 11 a

it does not matter what we are doing or
where we arearo laboring in the anoble yardjard api
the kancanonska preaching0 the gospel or dorig
anything else that god through bihisbis servants
directs uius to perform if we labor faithfully
we are contributing to the accomplishment of
a great and good work and are really doing
much more thanthin we think and laboringisoji tto
bring to pass all thosethoe predictions that aveydehave
been delivereddel vered respecting the generalaogeneralio 61n

1

in
in which belivewe live is i rt

I1 know hohowevervever that thithis isaajsa difficult
Alessonlebsonesson for us to learn thatthai it iis ddifficulti feutfiut 0fao get
the idea into our hearts it is sasoria turaltt ralrai for
aman to be desirousae sirous to do somethingfitolito havehav1

e
the namedame to have the credit of havinkhaving donetone
something uponon the earth and it is theoethaoe
sire of aan eldereiderier to do something in preachingreaching
the gospel and itisit is very to burh the
inclination that many havebave for preaching bvatut
ifit we laborjabor in the way aandnd in tbtheP poipolpositiontion
that the authorities have put usPs andana directedlibktec
usits we may rest assured tbthatthitt we aiealeare laboring
for the accomplishment ofor all that
required to be done by our heavenly father
and we are laying up treasures in heaTenheavenjandand
although we may not do as mich asrehere asP IVwee
suppose we ought there isis an eternitye before5 fope
us in which we can labor there is nnoi endirid tatob
our opportunities for dodoinglaggoodflood anaice are
not goinging to labor here for the
althoughughr we are making laboring inint
the kakenyonskanD sawing lumber yet ififfewe labor
as our father in heaven us we havhavee
before us a destiny far greater thanthanie can at
present imagine we have betbeforeorr us a fi I1 d of
usefulusefulnessneSs much more extenextendedM thalthan j has
ever 3yetyetet enteredcatered into ourourcur hearts to conceive
there is8 yetet a vast eternity in ahelfthe futureuthie in
which we can labor and we arearea to press for-
ward until we attain the falness of ounour ddesiregire V

it isis so with 1 heflie wicked in one aesense ath
the enemies of the truth all that we
tributes 16 the rolling forth of this greatgreab and
mighty work in our expulsion from Illinois

u JO 11 across the plainplains our jettiametmeat in this valley all has chiltcontributed1 ia fa0
mabeusmake what we nowdow are our enemies iseebeeeee
this and thothey regret that they did
to be mixed up with the world so thatthe
surges of civilization might have surroundedld
us and eventually have destroyed 0oviur aigorgan-
ization

an
iza tion but we are here and it is now too
late welve

1 are now established and behavewe have
become a4 fixed power we are growing here in
the mountains and are beginningto be ac

and called as nationnat ioninloninin rhothe middmidst
of the earth andrand everything that the wickerdwicked
have done and will

everything
do will bee a sourcesource afiof re-

gret
e-

retf to them because the will seebee aass they
haveave already seen that they have worked
unto our handshand then fto0 use a familiafamiliarr ex-
pression we will say let it blow hohoomold
let themthom do just as they please perse u AP us
send armies here or keep tthem11 e 41 at naznafam it will
makematema ke no difference as to the final result it
mayinay enable us to progress the fasteria tbthe
good work inia chicwhicht we are engaged butbue all
that hiirour enemies do with a design to thwart
the opera ions of tthee pepeople0 of god e

I1 bahavee ffeltfeitel t ggratefulpihateful many timetimes
for the possession bofcynthisI1 this knowledge ZAaddaadpd
when I1 have walked among the people anaddand I1

seen howbow determined they were to takealsteps
to overcome hislis and then have 4


