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seminaries, colleges, and unlversities;
and we train our young men In the
principles of theology, and they are
thoroughly equipped and Instructed,
and there is no need of revelatloh. We
have the Bible,and we Qo not need any
more Bible, any more seripture, any
more revelation, any more communi-
cation from God te man; we have
enough.”! Now, that is a very strange
notion to me; Yet it is so prevalent,
s0 common. As I have shown, with-

out that light which is the spirit of
revelation, there can be no true
Church of Christ. There must be
communlcation - between God and
man to have a Church of
Christ on earth. Those that

are baptized into Christ an@ have put
on Christ, and have received@ of His
Spirit, have recelved that Holy Ghost,
which is the light of God, the splirit of
revelation. It is promised unto ail
who will receive the Gospel. Read the
2nd chapter of Acts, which I referred
to just now; when you go home, read
the whole chapter, and learn how the
Apostles came together with one ac-
cord on a certain day, and God poured
out upon them this Holy Spirit, and
they spoke with tongues and prophe-
sied, and rejoiced in the Lord, and testl-
fled to the mission of Jesus Christ.
People who had come from varlous
parts of the world to worshlp at Jeru-
salem, were gathered together to hear
this wonderful thing—these men
speaking in various tongues; and after
Peter had explalned the whole cir-
cumstances, they were ‘pricked in
their hearts.” They began to see that
the nation to which they belonged
had actually crucified the Messiah
who was to come and redeem them,
and they cried out, “'Men and brethren,
what shall we do?” In the 37th and
38th verses of that chapter you will
read these words:

'ncknowledged in heaven. A man may

rwas In it

“Then Peter said@ unto them, Repent, '

ang be baptized every one of you In
the name of Jesus Christ for the re-
mission of sins, and ye shall recelive
the gift of the Holy Ghost,

“For the promise i3 unto you, and to
wour children, and to all that are afar
off. even as many as the Lord our
God shall ecall.”’

The promlise is to every one that the
Lord shall call. What Is the promise?
Why. that they shall have the Holy
Ghost, the spirit of revelation, the light
of God, that bears witness of the
truth, that manifests the Father and
the Bon, and that bears witness that
Jesus of WNWazareth fs the Christ the
Son of the living God. That is the
privilege of every soul on earth who
will repent and be baptized for the
remissjon of sins. And the Church of
Christ {8 made up of people who be-
lieve, who have repented, who have
been baptized and have had thelr sins
remitted, and have had the Holy
Ghost conferred upon them by the
laving on of hands, as you can read In
the 8th chapter of the Acts of the
Aposties, and many other places that
I have not time to refer to.
that Spirit there c¢an be no
Chureh! for Christ declared, “Except
a man be born of water and of the
Spirt, he cannot enter iInto the king-
dom of God." (Jnhn iil: 5.)

This ls Christ’s religion.
what He taught. This is what He
sent Hia Apostles to preach; and they
Wwere to preach nothing else but that
which He had delivered to them, and
He had received it from His Father.
Andthe baptism that He taught, and
that they taught. had to be adminis-
terea hv those who hed autherity to
administer it., They must administer
In the name of the Tather, and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost; and they
muet have received that autherity
from the Tather, and the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, or every such baptism
would be valn—it would not be
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teke an Infant and sprinkle it in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghosts Of what effect
is it? None at all, except, perhaps,
make the chlld cry. It has no force in
heaven; for God never instituted it.
There is not a passage of scripture
that warrants jt. God never told any
man on earth to do that. A Man may
take a person down into the water,
and Immerse him according to the
form of Christ's baptism and as the
Apostles baptlized people In ancient
times; but If that man has not re-
celved authority from God by revela-
tlon from heaven, that baptism will
be void, and not acknowledged in hea-
ven. It may do the believer some
good. He may think it {s all right
and he may pacify his soul with It.
All persons who are sincere in thelr
hearts, and who worship God -accord-

ing to the best light and knowledge
they have, are to that extent
accepted of Him. God 13 merci-
tul, kind and longsuffering,

and he will not ciose His earg against
the cry of anyone who calls upon Him
whether Christian or Pagan, whether
white, black or copper-colored, no mat-
ter of what nation, tribe or tongue.
They who bow down before God and
worship Him an@ strive to serve Him
to some extent are accepted of Hlm',
and are blessed according to their
falth and their desires and their en-
deavors to put into practice that which
they belleve to be right. At the same
time there ean be no Chureh of Christ
unless Christ {s with it and In com-
munication with it. Christ will not ac-
knowledge the systems that men buijld
up. He will only acknowledze that
which He Himself has established.
He established the Church anciently,
and acknowledged it and His power
The Aposties administered
by the authority that Peter received
from Christ, as I have read to you in
this chapter; and what they bound on
earth was bound In heaven, and what
they loosed o earth was loosed i
heaven. But for a long time the world
has been destitute of that authority
and power, and that !s why there is
20 much distur-
bance, 80 many conflicts in the schools
of theology, and men are "ever learn-

ing,” as the Apostle sald they would |

be, “but never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth.”” Why? Be-
cause the Spirit that gives lknowledge
has not been with them to the extent
that they might receive that glft and
power. They may belleve, and, as I
have said, they may be hilessed of the
Lord to some extent, according to their
faith, sincerity and falthfulness; and
the Lord has a plan prepared by which
every soul at some time, in this world
or the world behind the vell, will hear
the truth as it is in Hirm and have an
opportunity of receiving it. God's ten-
der mercies are ‘‘over all His works,”
those that are living in the flesh and
those that have departed therefrom.

The modern notion that the Gospel
only be preached In this
world, there 1z nd chance
of hearing It in world to come, I8 g
notion and an {dea of men. This
acripture that I have read to yvou con-
veys @ very opposite idea. Christ safd

that not only should His servants bind,

ard loose on earth and it should he
hound or loosed In heaven, hut He
told them the very gates of hell should
not prevall against them, YWhat {s the
meaning of that? Bome people have
held the idem that the Church must
continue on the earth from the days
of the Apostles right down to the end

!

to | the

—

of hell should not prevall against thia
spirit of revelation. Others hold..the
view that He meant the Churech. “On
this rock will I bulld my Church, and
gutes of hell shall not prevall
against it.”" In either crse—whether it
refers to the spirit of revelation, on
which the Chureh is founded, or
whether It refers to the Church itself—
it is very clear that the gates of hell
should be no bar against the power of
His Spirit and the power of His
Church. Where are the gates of hell?
Not on earth. We have to depart from
the body Iin order to learn something
about the gates of hell—and I'am
afrai@ a great many of us will learn
something about them unless we alter
our lives. The gates of hgll shall not
prevall agalnst the Church. Then the
Church, or this spirit of revelatlon,
(or both) was to have an action over
and above the power of the gates of
hell. Let us see how this was:

Jesus preached the Gospel {n  the
flesh while He remalned on earth, He
wag crucified on the cross, His body
was taken down and lald in a new
tomb hewn out of the rock, in which
no man had lald; and a stone was
rolled to the door of that sepulchre,
and Roman soldlers were placed there
to guard it. On the third day that stone
was rolled away, and the body that
had lain in that tomb came forth,
That same person who was lifted up on
the cross, and who cried, “It is fin-
ished,”” and gave up the ghost—that
same Individual walked in the garden
and met Mary, one of HIis disciples,
She at first supposed it was the gar-
dener, and learning that the body had
gone from the tomb, she sald: ''Tell
me where thou hast laid Him.” Then
Jesus called her by name, and she
recognized Him, and sprang forward
as If to embrace Him, and He sald:
“Touch me not; for I am not yet
ascended to my Father: but go to my

brethren, and say unto them, I
ascend unto my Father, and your
Father; and to my God, and your

God"” (John xx: 13—17.) Now, If Jesus
had not ascended to the Father, where
was He during the time that had
elapsed from the hour when He save
up the ghost on the eross and His
body was lald in the sepulchre, to
the time of His resurrectlon? Where
was the gpirit that had inhabited that
body, the real Jesus? You wlill find out
by referring to- the third chapter of
the first epistle of Peter, 18th to 21st
verses. which read thus:

“For Christ also hath once suffered
for aing, the just for the unjust. that
He might bring us to God, belng put
te death in the flesh, but quickencd
by the spirit:

"By which alse He went and
preached unto the spirits in prison:

“Which sometime were dlsobedient,
when once the long suffering of God
waited In the days of Noah, while the
ark was a preparing. wherein few, that
i8. elght souls were aaved by water,

"The 1lke figure whereunto even
baptism deoth also now save us.” ete,

Here we having an understanding of
what happened with Jesus after His
body was laid In the tomb. He went
and preached to the spirits who were
in prison, What spirita? Those that
were (disobedient In the cdays of Neah,
while the ark was preparing, when the
flood eame and destroyved them all,
Their spirits had been shut up In pris-

| on. The gates of hell prevalled against

them, But Christ *went” and preached
to “the apirits In prison.” What did
He preach? Tn the next chapter you
will learn. The 6th verse of the 4th
chanter reads thus:

“For for this cause was the Gospel

of time, hecause Christ sald the gates!preached also to them that are dead,
of hell should not prevall against Hijs that they might be judeed according
Church, or against this spirit of reve-!to men in the flesh, but live according
lation, which ever you please to under-|to God In the Soirit.”

stand from this text. Bome hold the

Here were people in the spirit worid,

view that Christ meant’that the gatesjand Christ went and preached to



