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the length and breadth of Zion, and
everybody is brought within their com-
pass. These ward organizations bave
become quite perfect How fhias this
been done? Has it been done by writ-
ten revelation to the Church? Has it
been done by anything that is recorded
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants?
No; there is scarcely anything in that
book that gives anv clear idea of the
ward organizations that at present exist.
How have they been organized? Bythe
spirit of revelation in and through the
man whom God chose to hold the keys.
And so there are constanily arising
reasons why there should be revelation
from God. Does it come? Certainly it
comes, and at the time it is needed. In
this way the organization of the Cburch
is kept perfect; and it will contlnue to
be so until Christ comes. The books
would not do it; the knowledge in the
books would not do it. It is not de:
signed that they sbould. Changes are
necessary from time to time, and it re-
guires supreme and divine wisdom to
make these changes in accordance with
the plans of Jehovah. Therelfore, there
is in the Church this spirit and gift of re-
velation. God gives to every man ac-
cording to his office and calling. 1tis
not given 1o one man alone, (only so
far as the guidance and control ot the
Church is concerned); but every man
that has the Priesthood, from the Prest
dent of the Church down to the Deacon
in his office and calling, has the right
to revelation, and also has the spint ot
revelalion if he is living as he should
do. You Elders who have had exper:
ience in the misslonary field and at
home, how often has it been the case
that you have received knowledge for
yourselves from God and you have been
guided by Hun in relation to_the orga-
nization of branches of the Church and
the men to select for the various offices
that were to be filled? You have re-
ceived this just as mucb in your sphere
as the President of the Church has in
his spbere. Men go out and baptize
people, and after awhile they get a soffi-
cient number to form a branch of the
Church. Now, if they are living as they
should do, they bave the spirit of revela-
tion resting upon them, aad they know
what 10 do; they kmow whom to select
as the president of the branch, and
whom to ordain as Eiders, as Priests
as Teachers, or a Deacons. The
Spirit of Got. reveals this unto them,
and by its revelations they are guided
in organizing tbe branches of the
Church. There is no man that ever
went out as a minister of the Lord
esus that ever lacked anything in his
ministry, il he lived tfor i, whetber bhe
went out. as a traveling Elder or as a
president.

Now. there are many men who go
around at one time and another, pre-
tending to have revelation, and pre-
tending that power is lacking inthe
miidst of the Saints. Let me say to you
—and | say it in the presence of the
Great Eternal, before whom we shall
all have to appear toanswer [or the deeds
done in the bcdy—that God has be-
stowed upon the First Presidency of
this Cbhurch and upon the Apostles
everything necessary to guide tiis ceo-
ple and to lead them back into the
ptesence of God. I know that as I
know that I live, and it is my testimony
in your hearing today. There is no key,
there is no authority, there is no revela-
tion, there is no prophecy, there is

nothing lacking. And though these
men are eartben vessels, weak and
fallible, yet God is with them, for He
has chosen them. He has a right to
cboose whom Ha pleases, and when
He chooses men He will sustain them
and He will carry them off victorious
over everything that may oppose, if
they will only do His will. I wantto
say that to you all. God has not left
His Church; He has not deserted it
There has been no interregnum during
which the authority of the Priesthood
has not been exercised, from the days
of josepb until this present hour. The
work of God as we see it is a testimony
of this. The prosperity that has at-
tended it, the blessing of God that has
rested upon those who have listened to
the counsel of God’s servants, is an
evidence of it. Can any man stand up
today and sav, “‘] have obeyed counsel
and I bhave been cursed in doing it?”
There is not a man that can truthfully
say that. But all who bear testimony
on this point will say, “I bave been
blessed in r beying counsel. When |
have followed the counsel of God's ser-
vants whom He bas placed to preside
over His Church, blessing has attended
me and my house.”” And let me say
1o you, my brethren and sisters, we are
living at a time when God will hold us
10 a strict accountability tor that which
He teaches us. Somne people think they
can treat lightly the counsels that are
given. Do not allow youselves to be
deceived by the adversary. Do not
allow your minds to be darkened and the
teeling to creep in thatthis is a matter
of small importance. For I tell vou the
consequences may be most grave, not
only 10 us individually, but to our
children after us. God is doing a great
work in the earth. and He has chosen
us to be His people. He has placed His
name upon us, and He has given unto
us all the evidences that we can ask
concerning it being His work. He has
oot left us to grope in the dark ;
but He has borne constant and unceas-
ing testimony to us that this is His work.
God has placed this Priesthood in His
Church for the express purpose ot teach-
ing the Church, and the Church should
listen to the teacbings of the servants
of God. They should give heedto those
teachings strictly, and if they do not
they incur a grave responsihility. The
councils of the servants of God may not
be written; nevertheless they are bind-
ing; and there will be a day come, a
solemn day for all mankind, and one
which we ought to think about occasion-
ally, when everyone will have to ans-
wer for the deeds done in the body.
We will have to stand at the bar of the
Great Judge to be judged. All the
writings of the men of God testily to
this fact. And if we have disobeyed the
Lord, and if we have not listened to His
counsels, those who gave those counsels
will stand as swilt witnesses against this
generation. Of course, it is the pnvi-
lege of all the members of this Church
to obtain (rotn day to day the for
giveness of our sins, so that they will be
biotted out and not appear against us;
and no Latter-day Saint should allow
one day to pass with his sins unforgiven.
If we have done wrong, we should re-
pent of that wrong. !f it be a wrong
done to God, we should ohtain tor-
giveness trom God, by coniession and
hearifeit repentance. [f it bea wrong
done 10 men, we should confess that
wrong and make it right, and thus ob-
tain forgiveness. We should live this

way every day. K wvery man should live
in barmony with his family— with his wife
and children. There should be perlect
harmony and love existing in the midst
of the lamily. Then this should be ex-
tended throughout the Church, every
household living in harmony with every
other household, and the whole Church
living in this way, with their sins for-

iven. What a blessed condition to be
in!  No sins held against us by our
brethren and sisters! If we live in this
manner we shall not dread the judg-
ment, we shall not be afraid to meet the
face of our Great Judge. Butif we have
been disobedient and rebellious; if we
have continually set at naught the couns
sels that He has given tous, those coun-
sels and those wbo gave them will stand
as witnesses against us, and condemna-
tion will tollow. It is said that the saints
shall judge the world, and the Elders of
this Church will be as judges in that
sense. We whobave carried the Gospe!
to the nations, who bave lifted up cur
voices in solemn warning to the peo-
ple concerning thegudgments that were
about to come. and have cried repen-
tance unto them. we shali stand as
their judges and as witnesses against
them, and by our testimony they wili be
either approved or condemned. To me
this is a solemn thought.

These Laiter-day Saints are receiving
constantly the outpouring of the Spint
of God and the teachings of the Eliders.
Of course, we have notall the particu-
lars ot the labors of the ten of God in
the various dispensations; but | have
questioned very much whetherthere‘ev:ar
was a generation that hved upon the
earth that had the amount of teaching
and persuasion and every kind of in-
ducement held out to them to serve God
and to be true and faitbtul to their cou-
epnants as bave these Latter-day Saints.
It bas been, so to speak, a constant
stream flowing {rom d through His.
servants, who have risen early and tab-
ored late and have worn themselves out
in teaching theJ’eODIE. telling them the-
counsels ol God, and giving unto them:
the word of God in the greatest simpli-
city and plainness, Think of the labors.
of President Young, and of the Prophet:

Joseph Smith before him. Afiter we
came to these mountains, President
Young and the brethren with. bim

traveled constantly and labored incess-
antly, to benefit and to save the pegple.
What will be the effect it these counsels.
that have been given in such profusion
are rejected? The consequences will be
most serious to those who reject them
Already we see the operation of the
judgments of God in this respect. Many
men whom | knew in bovhood in the
Church have goneinto oblivion. Whole
families bave disappeared. and their
names are no longer numbered among
the saints of God. Instead of having a
posterity that shall be numhbered with
the righteous, their children are un-
known among us. What z dread{ul fate!
\Vhy is this? The cause is easily ascer-
tained. [t is because they have not lis-
tened to the counséls which God has
given; they have rejected His word,

Ahey have departed trom the path of

righteousness, and they no longer are
numbered with the saints of God, and
thev and their children will perish. And
it will be so with us, my brethren and
sisters, if we do not keep the command-
ments of God; for God has prophesied
through His servants that there shall be
great calanities and great destructions
among the children of men. [ say we




