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THE DESERET INEWS.

law against bigamy-—that of James
I—is used in the Act of 62,

“Mormon” plural marriage and
the crime of bigamy are as unlike in
essence and in deed as any two
things can be which both relate to
the intercourse of the sexes, Biga-
my implies the forsaking of a legal
wife for an illicit union with another
woman under a fradulent form of
‘marriage. ‘“Mormon” plural mar-
riage does not repudiate the first
wife, but confirms her in her mari-
tal ﬂtjun, while it gives to the
husband another by consent of all
the rties. One is deceptive
throughout the whole transaction,

EDITORTIALS.

R TS

OLD LAWS. APPLIED TO
. NEW CONDITIONS.

“The President’s recommendation
that the Mormons be deprived of po-
litical rights wuntil they abandon
polygamy does not appear to us to
offer a practieal solution of that
problem. Congress ean no doubt
do what he suggests, but it is almost
cerfain that it would be without ef-
fect. The Mormon Church posses-
ses an t;;ga;:gmtignl fuil{y ca pala}aduf
governing the whole Mormon body :
and in such a case it would doubt- | the other is by agreement with the
Jess proceed to govern them in this | Kn0Wledge and understanding of
way. Of course the Territorial goy- [ Poth the wives. - n one case the
ernment could not carry out the pro-| $6cond or bogus wife imagines she
cesses of the courts in the face of an | 18 the lawful spouse of the bigamist,
adverse community. That has|in the other case ; the plural
been tried in the South, and *has|Wife understands _that the
signally failed.  The truth is that|ceremony, while binding eoclesi-
coercion and punitive legislation astically and bona fide in  the eyes

will not reach this difficulty, and it | °f her people and Church, is not re-
is time that fact was i'réct)gniz. cognized as such by - the civil law.

ed. The Mormon leaders are per- In bigamy the man knows he is
fectly aware of this, and they do not | Perpetrating a wrong afecting each

care what Congress does in the pre- | of the
mises. Whnt&gver can be macfa to | trays, in “Mormon™ plural marriage

: the husband conscientiously believes
:F maﬁfﬁ?%?ﬁa;%: l;:k‘“ifl;: in fact declares he knows, that he is
to their advantage, and will only
strengthen both the Church and

.. Of it 3 to him it amounts to knowledge.
%Lgram% Oﬂnﬁ“‘;’lff Etﬂv{fj{m”?ﬂ“ﬂiﬁ One is under no restraint butis done

any given line of licy than in deflance of restraint; the other is

his convictions being so strong that

deceived women whom he be- |

doing right in the sight of heaven, |

ticabl _|done under rules and regulations
89 e A g “ﬁ“ﬁ‘,}ﬁge which the parties accept as divine

our way to any determination of this|2nd believe to be binding upon
question with?n the reach of Con-|them. The religious element enters
permeates,governs and controls

into
%ﬂrﬁaﬁs pﬁgﬂ: ) Egm;mﬁﬂ the | the iatter, while the former repudi-
gilent influence of contact with Gen-
tile civilization. It may not be sat-
:ier.t'a.utbgr;;;rfttni:l htagéjto a.wsi.}it ttha slow
effects of tha uence, but it would
be still less satisfactory to find, after | KROWD as bigamy, and try to make
adopting drastic measures, that the | 1t 8pply to ““Mormon™ polygamy, is
evils aimed at had only been en-|UnWwise and incompatible legislation.

trenched by the attacks upon them. It is not statesmanship. It is in the

v nature of the old laws and
The above is from the Sacramento | their application to modern and dif-

Record-Union, and we believe it|ferent circumstances against which
conveys the opinions of the most|the Record-Union declaims, as we
thoughtful on of the people of | think with reason, The “venerable

ments as well as the law of man.
Now, take to an old law framed
against that which is, generally

ates all religious suggestions or senfi- |

| not fail to be subversive of that faith

r
the United Engatas, on a question to|maxims a nd theories” of Anglican
which much importance seems to be | ecclesiastical government, are in this

which its enemies contribute more | civil jurisprudence, with the object
than its friends. We ize the | of overcoming by the force of law a
hand of Providence in all the at-|different spractice altogether from
tempts made to destroy or misrepre- | that assailed by the ancient and in-
sent ‘“ Mormonism,” because it keeps [ applicable edict.
up public interest in the subject,| "We agree with the Sacramento
gives the ““Mormons™ an opportunity | journal that the latest plan propos-
uf telling the truth concerning their | ed, even_if adopted—which we have
principles, and results in bringing | no fears of seeing—‘would afford no
many honorable people after inves-|practical solution of the problem.”
tigating our doctrines to embrace the | All this hostility to a system which
faith and aid in the W?Ik- | its enemies can only assail with
In the same issue ¢° the ZRecord-|falsehood and force, but intensifies
Union, in which the above article is|the convictions of its adher
imblisﬁed, appears an article mainly | ents. And the more undue and
n reference to railroads as public anti-republican measures are con-
highways, and from which we make | cocted in the spirit of malice and in-
the an nexed extracts: tolerance against it, the more diffi-

It sometimes happens that law cult and mmplicateci will the prob-
hinders progress, - it does in at-|lem become. As a learned jurist

tempting to measure new phenome- | Who has visited this Terril:qr}' re-
na hl;rt fh‘i rules which werp; devised marked to some of his friends in the

to measure old phenomena with, * * | Fast, after investigating this subject

It is probably a very common idea | 10 S0me extent, “I'here is one thing
that the dead are soon forgotten, but | that the rabid opponents of the
if men reflected they would ive | “Mormons™do not take into account,
that the government of the world is[22d that is that they are
carried on far more by the dead |®S sincere and mnacmntiuqs
than by the living, and that the si-|iR the marriage portion of their
lent influence of those long gone to religion as any members of any
their rest molds not only opinions, | Christian sect are in their destinc-
but actions more generally and more tive beliefs. This will have to be

experience. And if we, in brgloging who undertake to effect any change
in the marital relations of the

to this continent the legal traditions
and doctrines of old. England, have
secured many priceless benefits, it
must also be itted that we have
entailed upon ourselves many serious
drawbacks and hindrances, arising
out of the want of harmony with ac-
tual conditions too frequently exist-
ing in these venerable maxims and
theories. » " ®
“Rules which were the resultof an
experience long obsolete are adhered
to despite their applicability. One
consequence of all this is a eonfu-
gsion in the interpretation of funda-
mental mnmrts, which leads to as-
tonishing results frequently.”

» Although the foregoing remarks ‘
are intended to apply to another and |
totally different subject, they have

“Mormons,” and in leaving it out
of their deliberations those who
plan against it omit the most
important factor in the so-called
“problem.” The Record-Union
seems to sense this to some extent,
and we hope it will also apply the

ment on the ina plicaﬁ)ility of
old lJaws to new conditions in refer-
ence to railroads, in fhe same
manner and fo the same effect
in relation to the ‘“Mormon” ques-
tion. “It’s a poor rulethat will only
work one way.”
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SCIENCE AND GENESIS

THesacred record called the Bible

N anolisation het " |opens with a brief account of the
fﬂ:ﬁ ,top 7 Mormon?*’ lé:],a]:gdn;fal?_ creation. It not only declares that
riage, which the astute writer in the | God made, created or organized the
Record-Union ought to rceive | heavens and the earth, the animal
when ftreating on the ‘““Mormon” | and vegetable products, and finally
question. The Anti-Polygamy Act| maleand female man, but gives the
of 1862 was aimed against a religious | order of this tion, telling what
ceremony and institution peculiar to [ was done in the several ‘“days™ or
the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-|epochs until the globe was sufficient-
ter-day Saints. But it was in its|ly perfected to be a fit abode for
construction a re-enactment of an | msn, the crowning work of Deity,
old English statute framed against a | formed in his own image.
very different practice. The v Until quite recently this Biblical
wording of the first English ecivil'account of the creation was received

among Christian nations as the re-
vealed word of God, and remained
undisputed as a relation of facts.
To call it in question at one time
would have subjected the skeptic

not only to the scorn and
indignation of Dbelievers, -but
to pains and penalties of the sever-

est character. But of late years the
first chapter of the Book of Genesis
has been assailed by scientists in
such a manner that even professing
Christians, and other devout be-
lievers in the Old Testament, hava
come to doubt the authenticity of
that chapter, while the eflorts of
some modern divines to interpret its
sayings so as to conform to the de-
clarations of so-called science, have
In many cases been pitiful and pain-
ful to beheold.

Many religious teachers claim that
the portion of Scripture referred to is
merely a poem, containing allegori-
cal and metaphorical language not
to be received in any literal sense.
(Geology has set up dogmas in such
direct opposition to the common un-
derstanding of (Genesis, and the ten-
dency of modern thought is
s0 strongly turned in the di-
rection of human  deductions
rather than divine revelation,
that former orthodox theology is
pushed aside, and the authority of
that portion of the Bible at least is
as nothing compared to the enuncia-
tions of thejgeologists and secularists.

The mischief of this lies in the
disposition to doubt which it fos
ters and increases, driving faith out
of the heart and closing up theaven-
ues of divine illumination to the
soul. The tiuth of the very begin-
ning of Holy Writ, once a matter of
uncertainty or the subject of ridicule,
it is easy to proceed in the same di-
rection until the whole volume is
viewed as fiction, or at least as un-
worthy of trusting reliance. And
when those who profess to be called
as teachers of the people join in the
growing skepticism, the result can-

which is the key to divine commu-

| nion, and the great essential to pre-

attached, and to the prominence of|case grafted into modern American §

sent and eternal salvation.

The Latter-day Saints have faith
in the opening chapters of the Bible
as a relation of actual occurrences,
which is econfirmed by direct revela-
tion in our own times. That great
Prophet and Seer, Joseph Smith, re-
ceived a divine communication
making known the word of the Lord
as revealed to Moses, who wrote
the account of the creation in Gen-
esis. This not only establishes the
fact of the authorship of that book,
but the fact that what Moses wrote
was revealed to him from heaven.
It was not the result of his cogita-
tions, or a mere expression of his
own philosophy or theories,
very word of the Creater himself,
This communication is published in
the Pearl of Great Price. So is the
Book of Abraham, in which the ac-
count of the creation, as revealed to
that great Patriarch,is made known,
corroborating the statements of Mo-
ses and putting beyond guestion the
literal character of the Biblical nar-
ration of primal events.

There are some things connected
with this, however, which need to
be explained in order fo form a cor-
rect understanding of the subject.

One is in relation to the ‘““days’ |

spoken of in which the process of or-
anization was accomplished. These
ays are shown in the Book of Abra-
ham to be according to celestial and
not earth time. One revolutien of
this globe, taking about twenty-feur
hours, measures our day, including
the darkness and the lfght. But
celestial time is measured by the
revolutions of .a governing world
set far above our sun in astral power
and glory, as it is in itude, one
revolution taking a thousand years
of our time. This makes one ¢f the
days of the Lord, who e to
Moses of celestial time in reference
to the periods of the earth’s evolu-
tion and not to our diurnal reckon-
ing.
inuther thing to be noted is that
no period is defined as intervening
between the time when the earth
was first formed out of chaos, and
the time when light was called by
the divine fiat out of the midst of
the darkness, and the emerging of
which and its division from its op-
posite, took place in the first “time”
or celestial ‘‘day.” How long the
forming globe remained in the outer
darkness of its embryotic state is not
revealed.
ed between the ‘“beginning’

’ and

the time of the “first
d?." Whether smaller and
older orbs, or fragments of others

that had away by the word
of God’s power because they had not
filled the measure of their creation,
were involved and incorporated in
the new-started nucleus,

but the |

not ex-|

|

have interven- | tree

plained in the divine words to Mos-
es and Abraham, And in the
?Esenceinnf definite revelation on
is point, we will not interpose
conclusions that , however, be
consistently deduced from other in-
spired communications, But we
merely draw attention to these two
points in relation to the periods of
the divine work, which are not gen-
erally considered in reading the
Biblical account of the creation.
The question that will arise in
some minds is, how does all this
tally with the declarations of
science? We answer, what is called
science is not infallible. It makes
many mistakes, True science is in-
disputable, but much that is called
science is only philosophy, some of
it very wvain philosophy. There is
quite a mixture of theory and guess-
work with demonstrated principles
and facts,in the assertions of learned
men concerning the formation of
worlds and geologic processes and
periods. They cannot be accepted
as the end of controversy, and if the
revelations to which we have re-
ferred came info direct contact with
the dogmas of scientists, we should
prefer to depend on the former no
matter how much they might con-
tradict the latter. But we think
that there is no real conflict
between the Mosaic account of
the creation and the nebular
theory which is the most widely ac-
cepted among the most prominent
scientists. And we will close this
rather lengthy article, which is writ-
ten for the pur
thought on this subject among our
young people, with an extract from

a cuntr!butinn to a late number of ' %Fil‘-h anti-““Mormon” malice.

the Christian Union, placing side
by side the sayings in Genesis,
slightly altered by Dr. Warring, the
writer, with the assertions and ad-
missions of science on this important
subject:

of ' arousing 1

THE DELEGATE AND THE
MESSAGE.

WE copy, to-day, from the Chicago
T'imes, the full aceount of an inter-
view with Hon. George Q. Cannon,
a few particulars of which reached
us Jast week by telegraph. The ave-
rage press ‘“‘interview’ should be
taken with a good degree of allow-
ance for the disposition of the re-

porter to exaggerate, to sandwich in
between slices of actual conversa-

tion occasional layers of the writer’s
personal views, and to substitute

phrases of his own for the real
words of his vietim’s, which,if more
eaphonious, are not always distin-
guished for ;

In this case we thiuk our Dele-
gate’s remarks are in the main cor-
rectly reported, although some
expressions are evidently not verba-
tim. Weare pleased to note that
his views are identical with our own
on the subject of military govern-
ment for Utah in preference to that
of an appointed ring of politicians.
We are not under any apprehen-
sions of either anti-republican
method of coercing an organiz-
ed Territory, or incipient State,
into submission to arbitrary rules or
Into violence and dissolution. But
if either mode is an alternative,
commend us to the mili method.
Let gentlemen of honor and valor be
entrusted with the lives, fortunes
and fate of this people, rather than a
little knot of plofting politicians,
for plunder and thirsty

There is one thing that ought to
Iba considered in connection with
the violent and unstatesmanlike

| suggestions which President Hayes

was induced to recommend,and that
is, the danger of introducing such an

GEN. L, ACCORDING SOTENCE- extreme anti-American experiment
R AN :‘Ento our n?if-flmi:aﬂﬂtem. t Wﬂlll(il;
orm an entrely incongruous elemen

In the beginning Theﬁ“ﬂ % begin-{in a popular form of government,

God is a First|and once incorporated might lead to

Cause.
created the heavens The universe had its
and the earth. origin in theUnknown

of things.—
(Hﬁrh&rtﬂ[:ﬂnnegf&

The earth was with- It was once part ofa
out form and void. nebuloeus mass.

Darkness was upon Before motion there
the face of the deep. 'was no light.

The Spirit of God Motion as much as
moved upon the face matter I8 due to God.
of the im (1teral- The earth was then a
ly, a flo , non-sol-non -solid, Aowing,
id, fluid substance.) m;ﬂhla gubstance or
"And Ged said, Let The first vigible ef-
there be ht, and fect of motion in the
there was light. fluid mass was the giv-

mimrtnfﬂght.

And Ged saw the Light on our planet
light that it was good. became good, like that

of the sun, before the
cooled earth divided as
now between day. and

ni

And God divided be- he does now by
tween the light and the opague, non-lumi-
the darkness. nous earth.

And God called the Day and night were
light Day, and the possible only after the
darkness called he division between light
Night. and darkness.

the evening The first alternation

and the morning were after the opaque earth
the first day. divided between the
fight and darkness

(just as it does now)

was actually the first

day.

And "God made an Xftardayand night
expanse in the midst had begun the still hot
of the waters, etc. earth was surrounded

by the oceans in state
of vapor, and the next
step necessary to fit
our world for life was

to clear away those |

dense vapors until, as

lear.

Although the
was clear, vet until
began

Note. — The flrma-
ment or expanse is not
Prono good;
why? vegetation
bonic acid and other
poisonous gases, and
was im le to
breathe. It therefore
wias not "

The clearing away
of the dense clouds

made the heavens vis-

And the eveningand ¢

the morning were the
second day.

And God said, ILet The land
the waters under the g]| under water.
i Son A o s e

;] ﬂ s
let the dry land ap- it

God called the ex
panse heaven.

ﬂtﬂﬁtﬂ%

imrr
Unto one place. The oceans and seas
Are names for parts of
one place or basin.
And God saw that it The presnt arra
was good. m&ntnflﬂndﬂ.ndnﬁ‘l:-l

the overthrow of principles formerly
considered essential to American in-
stitutions, as they certainly are to
human liberty. If such measures
as recommended can be foreced upon
one section of the country under a

certain pretext, they can be repeated

was loaded with car- | appears a strange

in another under a different pretext
of similar alleged necessity. What
is ““sauce for the goose” mayr,”
considered *‘sauce for the gande of
and the insertion of the thin endin
the wedge into Utah, may result in
its being driven home to the butt in
the body of the Federal Union. If
the country can stand such a monar-
chial exercise of wunconstitutional
power, we think the ¢‘“Mormons”
can, and those who eonsent to such
revolutionary proceedings will find
out the truth of the Messiah’s say-
ing, “The measure ye mete out to
| others shall be measured to you
| a.ga.itg pressed down and running
over.

+> 0+

The Sacramento Record-Union
| has the following on the interview
with Mr. Cannon:

“Delegate Cannon finds fault with
| the President’s remarks on the Mor-
mon question in his recent message,
but it is not easy to understand what
views he wishes to substitute for
those of Mr. Hayes. He says that
the Mormons will never abandon
gfaural marriages, but that they can

trusted to condemn polygamy

it | when placed in the jury box. That

statement, but it
is what Mr. Cannon is represented
as advancing. He further denies
that the Federal authorities have
| made faithful and zealous effeorts
to enforce the law against Mor-
monism. Whether he means to
imply that if the Federal author-
iﬂjﬂﬂhzlﬁd been d1:1:1«:»r«5'zn zealous they
m ave put down polygamy, we
do %mt underl?stand, bu%mlf;a yitiun
seems altogether inconsistent with
that of a pillar of the Mormon
Church and an 'ex;ionent and defen-
der of polygamy. If anything prac-
tical can be gathered from wﬁat he
says, we must conclude that Mor-
monism has not yet been attacked

with’sufficient en bylthe govern-

ter 15 surpassingly | ment, and that if it is so attacked,

And God said, mgnﬂnd‘m with  the | i the opinion of Delegate Cannon,

mﬂﬁﬂlﬁd m ge:;mpmem of the ]I: canfb:i] m%de tetg téunfnrm to the

. vﬁetaﬂon pro- | laws of the Uni tates. This is

o i et soaed e by Side | quite a new view of the Mormon sit-
whose seed is of were completed essen- uation, but it is not our view.”

it. [The reader will tially as
note that Moses puts the same
the elevating of the Plocene.
land and the produc-

present in
period—the

tion of ve in
the same —that
between second
and third day.]

And the evening
and the morning were
the third day.

In reply to this, we have to say,
that the Delegate was not attempt-
ing to substitute thing for Mr.
Hayes’ views on Utah, nor to make
any recommendations to Congress.
He merely answered questions as to
his opinion of the President’s asser-
tions and suggestions, That the




