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editorials
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NEW conditions
the presidents recommendation

the mormonscormons bobe deprived orpoof po-
liticalli rights until they abandon
polygamy does not appear to us to
ommeroffer a practical solution of that
problem congress can no doubt
do what he suggests but it is almost
ce-rtaincertain that it would be without ef-
fect the mormon church posses-
ses an organization fully capable of
governing the whole mormon body
and in such a case it would doubt-
less proceed to govern them in this
way of course the territorial gov-
ernmentterntornment could not carry out the pro-
cesses of the courts in the face ofor an
adverse community that has
been tried in the south and has
signally failed the truth is that
coercion and punitive legislation
will not reach this difficulty and it
is time that fact was recogniz-
ed the mormon leaders are per-
fectly aware of this and they do not
care what congress does in the pre-
mises whatever can be mademacle to
appear to mormon eyes in the light
of persecution for concodconsciencescience sake is
to their advantage and will onionlyy
strengthenagthea both ttheh0 church and
polygamy of course it is very much
easiereasler to find out the defects in
anyan given line of policy than
to proposeie a practicable solution
we confess that ivelvewe do not see
our way to any determination of this
question within the reach of con-
gress at present but we are disposed
to place much relreireliancelaneelande upon the
silentallent influence of contact with gen-
tile civilization jtit may not be sat-
isfactoryis mohaveto have to await tthehe slow
effects of that influence but it would

abebe stillstililesslIessless satisfactory to find after
adopting drastic measures that the
evils aimed at had only been en-
trenched by the attacks upon them

thetile above is from the sacramento
accord union and we believe it

aconiconconveysveVs the opinions of the most
thothoughtfulI1 ahatful portion of the people of
the united states on a question to
which much importance seems to be
attached inatoand to the prominence of
which its enemies contribute more
thanthin its friends we recognize the
hand of providence injn all the at-
tempts made to destroy or misrepre-
sentsent mormonism because it keeps
up public I1interest in the subject
givesgives the mormonscormonsMormons an opportunity
of telling the truth concerning
principles and results in bringingbridging
many honorable people after liinves-
tigating

aves
ti our doctrines to embraceembrabethethe
faith and aid in the work

in the same issueissued c the decord
umonunion in which the above article is
publishedpublished appears an article mainly
inn reference to railroadsroads as public
highways and from which we make
the annexed extracts

it sometimes happens that law
hinders progress and it does in at-
tempting to measure newfiew phenome-
na by the rules which were deviseddevisee
to measure old phenomena with

it is probably a veryamery common idea
that the dead are soon forgotten butbilt
ifit men reflected they would perceive7that the government of the world is
carried on far more by the dead
than by the living and that the sisi-
lent influence of those long gone to
their restrost molds not only opinions
but actions more more
stronglytron y ththann anyny contemporary
expeapexperienceryence andnd if we in bringing
to this eonconcontinentin t tthehe legal traditions
and doctrines of old england have
secured manymaily priceless benefits it
must also be admitted that we gavecavehave
entailed upon ourselves many serious
drawbacks and hindrances arising
out of the want of harmony with ac-
tual conditions too frequently exist-
ing in these venerable maxims and
theories

rules which were the result of an
experience long obsolete are adhered
to despite their applicability one
consequence of allalt this is a confu-
sion in the interpretation of funda-
mental concepts which leads to as-
tonishingtonishing results frequently

although the foregoing remarks
are intended to apply to another and
totally different subject they have
equal application to the law in rela-
tion itoiwoto mormon celestial mar-
riage which the astute writer in thethip
record union ought to perceive
when treating on the mormon
question the antiantl polygamyy act
of 1862 was aimed against
cereceremonymonandand institution pecpeculiarullaruliar to
the church of jesus christ of natlatter day saints but it was in its
construction a enactmentreenactmentre of an
old anglish statute framed against a
very different practice the very
wording of the first english civil

law aagainst bigamy tatothat off james
I1 is used in the act of 62

mormon plural marriage and
the crime of bigamy are as unlike in
essence and in deed as any two
things can be which both relate to
the intercourse of the sexes biga-
my implies the forsaking of a legal
wife for an illicit union with another
woman under a fraudulent form of
marriage mormon plural mar-
riageI1 does not repudiate the first
wife but confirms her in her mari-
tal position while it gives to the
husbushusbandhubbandand another by consent of all
the parties one is deceptive
throughout the whole transaction
the other is by agreement with the
knowledge and understanding of
both the wives in one case the
second or bogus wife imagines she
is the lawful spouse of the bigamist
in the other case the plural
wife understands that the
ceremony while binding ecclesi-
asticallyastically and bonabonafidenidefide in the eyes
of her people and church is not re-
cognized

7

as such by the civil law
in bigamy the man knows he is
perpetrating a wrong affecting each
of the deceived women whom he be-
trays in limormonformon plural marriage
the husband conscientiously believes
in fact declares hebe knows that he isis
doing right in the sight of heaven
his convictions being so strong that
to himothim it amounts to knowledge
one is under no restraint but is doadone
in defiance of restraint the other is
done under rules and I1 regulations
which the parties acceyacceptt as divine
and believe to be binding upon
them the religious element enters
into perm and controls
the latter while the former repudi-
ates all religious suggestions or sentbentsenti-
ments as well as the law of man

now take to an old law framed
against that which is generally
known as bigamy and try to make
it apply to mormon polygamy isis
unwise and incompatible legislation
it is not statesmanship it is in the
very nature of the old laws and
their application to modem and dif-
ferent circumstances against which
the record union declaims as we
think withavith reason the venerable
maxims a nd theories of anglican
ecclesiastical government are in this
case grafted into modem american
civil jurisprudencejfurisirisprudence with the object
of overcoming by the force of law a
different practice altogether from
that assailed by the ancient and in-
applicable edict

we agree with the sacramento
journal that the latest planpian propos-
ed evenia adopted which we have
no fears of seeing wouldatwould afford no
practical solution of the problem
all this hostility to a system which
its enemies can only assail with
falsehood and force but intensifies
the convictions of its abher
ants and the more undue and
antiantl republican measmeasurestires are con-
cocted in the spirit of malice and in-
tolerance against it the more diffi-
cult and complicated will the prob-
lem become As a leamedlearned jurist
who has visited this territory re-
marked to some of his friends inm the
east after investigating this subject
to some extent there is one thing
that the rabid opponents of the

not take into account
and that Iss that they are
as sinbinsincerecanecare and conscientious
in the marriage portion of their
religion as any members of any
christian sect areard in their destinedestina
tivefive beliefs this will have to be
taken into consideration by those
who undertake to efreceeffect any change
in the marital relations of the

mormonscormonsMormonsons and in leaving it out
of their deliberations those who
plan against it omit the most
important factor in the so called

problem the recordaccord union
seems to sense this to some extent
and we hope it will also apply the
argument on the inapplicabilitymapp11icaiea ability of
old laws to new conditions in refer-
ence to railroads in the same
inmannermannena and to the same effect
inin relation to the mormon ques-
tion atsits a poorpoon rule that will only
work one way

SCIENCE AND GENESIS

timtins sacred record called ttheha bible
opens with a brief account of the
creation it not only declares that
god made created or organized the
heavens and the earth the ananimalimalimai
and vegetable products and finally
male and female man but gives the
order of this creatcroatcreationionlon telling what
was done in the several days or
epochs until the globe wassufficient-
ly perfected to be a fit abode for
man the crowning works of deity
formed in liisills own image

until quite recently this biblical
account of the creation was received

among christian nations as the re-
vealed word of god and remained
undisputed as a relation of facts
to call it in question at one time
would have subjected the skeptic
not only to the scorn and
indignation of believers buteliut
to pains and penalties of the sevsessever-
est

er
character but of late years the

first chapter of the book ot genesis
has been assailed by scientists in
such a mannermannen that even professing
christians and other devout be-
lievers in the old testament hava
come to doubt the authenticity ofbf
that chapter while the efforts of
some modern divines to interpret its16
sayings so80 as to conform to filafiletheilia de-
clarationsclarations of so called science have
inmanyin many cases been pitiful aniandand pain-
ful to behold

manylitany religious teachers claim that
the portion of serlseriscriptureiture referred to is
merely a poem containing allegori-
cal antiand metaphorical langualanguagegd not
to be received in any literal seasesense
geology has set up dogdogmasmas in susuchsuehclicil
direct opposition to the
derstandingferstanding of genesis and the ten-
dency of modemmodern thought is
so strongly turned in the di-
rection of human deductions
rather than divine revelation
that former orthodox theology is
pushed aside and the authority of
that portion of the bible at leastleastle isls
as nothing compared to the enuncio
eions of thelgeologists and secularists

the mimischief of this lies in tbthea
disposition to doubt which it fosfog

and increases driving faltfaithhoutout
of the heart and closing up the aven-
ues of divine illumination to the
soul the of the very begin-
ning of holy writ once a matter of
uncertainty or the subject of ridiridiculeculecuie
it is easy to proceed in the iamegamesame di-
rection until the whole volume is
viewed as fiction lror at least munaa un-
worthy of trusting reliance almarid
when those who profess to be called
as teachers of the people join in the
growing skepticism the resultresult can-
not failfall to be subversive of thaotha althaith
which is the kckeyy to divine commu-
nion

I1
and the great essential to pre-

sent and eternal salvation
the latter day saints havefaithfalthfaith

in the opening chapters of the bible
as a relation of actual occurrences
which is confirmed by direct revela-
tion in our own times that great
prophet and seer joseph smith re-
ceived a divine communication
making known the word of the lord
as revealed to moses who wrowroteto
the account of the creation in gen-
esisasissig this not only establishes the
fact of the authorship of that book
buttbut theha fact that what moses wrote
was revealed to him from heaven
it was not the result of his 1

tioneions or a mere expression of bisbin
owownn philosophyhril or theories but the
very word of the creator himself
this communication is published in
the pearl of great price so is the
book of abrahamAbrahaminin wech the ac-
count of the creation as feverevealedaled to
that great patriarchicPatriarchis made known
corroborating the statements of mo-
ses

mo-
gas and putting beyond question the
literal character of the biblical nar-
ration of primal events

there are some things connected
with this however which need to
be explained in order to form a cor-
rect understanding of the subject
oncasone is in relation to thethem days Y

spoken of in which the process of or-
ganization was accomplished these
days are shown in the book of abra-
ham to be according to celestcelestialiidlid and
not earth time one revolution of
this globeglow taking about twenty four
hours measures oterouroun day including
the darkness and the ightlight but
celestial time is measured by the
revolutions of a governing world
set far above our sun in astral power
and glory as it is in magnitude one
revolution taking a thousand years
of our time this makes one of the
days of the lord who to
moses of celestial time in rereferenceMience
to the periods of the earths evolu-
tion and not totd our diurnal reckon-
ing

another thing to be noted is that
no period is defined as intervening
between the time when the earth
was first formed out of chaos and
the time when light was called by
the divine flatfiat out of the midmidst of
the darkness and the emerging of
which and its division from insopits op-
posite took place in the first yeimeitime
or celestial day how long the
forming globe remained in the outer
darkness of its state is not
revealed Agagesesmaymay have interven-
ed between the beginning and
the time of the first
day whether smaller and
older orbsarbs or fragments of others
that had passed away by the word
of godsgodys power becausebemuse they had not
filled the measure of their creation
were involved and incorporated in
the newnow started nucleus is not ex

planned in the divine wordsworm to mos-
es and abraham and in the
absence of definite revelation on
this point we will not interpose
conclusions thathat may howeverr be
consistently deduced from otherother I1in-
spired

n
communications but wewo

merely draw attention to these two
points in relation to the periods of
the divine work whichwhichardchareare not gen-
erally considered in reading the
biblical account of the creation

the question that will arise in
some minds jis how does all this
tally with the declarations of
sciencoscience we answer what is calledcallad
science is not infallibleluielUle it makes
many mistakes true science is in-
disputable but much that is called
science is only philosophy some of
it very vain philosophy there is
quite a mixture of theory and gudasguess-
work with demonstrated principles
and factSjin the assertionsa niongalong of learned
men coneonconcertincernin the formation of
worlds and geogecgeologicblogic processes and
periods they cannot be accepted
as the end of controversy and if the
revelations to which we have re-
ferred came into direct contact with
the dogmas of scientists we should
prefer to depend on the former no
matter how much they might con-
tradict the latter but we think
that there is no real conflict
between the mosaic account of
the crcreationedtion andind the nebular
theory which is the most widely ac-
cepted among the most prominent
scientists andamdeewe will close this
rather lengthy article which isLs writ-
ten for the purpose ofcf arousing
thought1 on this subject among our
young people with an extract from
a contribution to a late number of
the christiancarfChrialandlan union placing side
by side the sayings in genesisgensis
slightly altealteredreilreel badrby dr warningWarring the
writer with the assertions and ad-
missions ofscience on this important
subject
gen Li mccamm SCIENCE
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in thetho beginning there was a begin-
ning

god there Is a firstcause
created thothe heavens the universe had its
and the earth origin in theUnknown

source of thingsthin
herbert spence

the earth waswag with itat was once part ofa
out form and void nebulous mass

darkness waswag upon before motion there
the face of the deep was no light

the spirit of god motion as much as
moved upon the face matter Is due to god
of the teraliberalterai the earth was thenathen a
lyY a flowingfaehlgaehlg non solsoi non solid flowing
id 11fluidd substancexi movable substance or

fluid
andwand god said let the first visible ef

there be light and feet of motion in the
there was light fluid mass was the giv-

ing outgut of light
and ged saw the light on our planet

light that it was good became good like that
of the sun before the
cooled earth divided as
now between day and
night

and god divided be- sobe- gobosobogo he does now by
tween thothe light11 and the opaque non lumi
the darkness earth

and god called the davdaybavandand night were
light day and the possible only after the
darkness called he division between light
night and darkness

and the evening the first alternation
and the morning were after the opaque earth
the first day divided between the

light and darknessjustoust as it ddoes now
was actually the first
day

and god made an after day and night
expansepa in thothe midst hadhm begun the still hot
of thothe waters eteetc earth was surrounded

by the oceans in state
of vapor and the next

V r step necessary to fit
ouroud world for life was
to clear away those
denseami

vaporsp I1until as
nnow0vr the iurair becameecame
clearnoteThe farman

althoughAltaithoughbough the airmmentor expanse ignotis not wilviicasyag clear vetyet untilppronounced roodgood vegetation began itwhy was loaded with car-
bonic acid and other
poisonous gases and
was impossible to
breathe it therefore

god called thethy exer 0trear
a
16 awayawatheaven of the dense cloudsiudlud

made the heavens vis-
ibleand the evening and

tho morning wemewere the
second day

and god said let the land at first was
thethel waters under the aallailI1 underwaterunder wamenwater I1

heaven be gathered then the dry I1land
unto one filiceplace and begaiibegan to appear
let the dry land ap-
pear

unto one place the oceans and seassmare names for parts of
one place or basin

and god sawbaw that it the arrange
was good ment of land and wa-

ter laIs surpassingly
good

and god said let along with thethe earth bring forth development of thegrass and the herb land vegetation pro
yielding seed aadaudid side by tlgidesidede
froetree beaningbearing fruit and both0t
whose seed is inside of were 0completed0 eessen
it amethe reader will bialiy as at present innote that moses puts the same period the
the elevating of
land and the produc-
tion of vegetation in
the same nenod that
between thetile second
and thirdthud day

and the evening
and the morning were
thetho third day

THETSE DELEGATE AND THET E
MESSAGE

WE copy todayto day from thetho chicago
timestimm the fullfuli account of an inter-
view with Hon george Q cannon
a few particulars of which reached
us jastlast week telegraphby the ave-
rage press interview should be
taken withwiga a good degree of allow-
ance for the disposition of the re-
porter to exaggerate lo10 sandwich in
between slices of actual conversa-
tion occasional layers of the writers
personal views and to substitute
phphrasesrases of bisbig own for the real
words of hishig victims moromore
euphonious are not always distin-
guished for accuracy

in thisthia case wwea think our dele-
gates remarks aareinare in the main cor-
rectly reported although some
expressions preare evidently not verba-
tim wearewe are pleased to note that
his views are identical with our own
on the subject of military govern-
ment for utah in preference to that
of an appointed ring of politicians
we are not under any apprehen-
sions of either antiant republican
method of coercing an organiz-
ed territory or incipient state
into submission to arbitrary rules or
into violence and dissolution but
if either mode is an alternative
commend us to the military methodilet gentlemen of lionohonorr and valor be
entrusted with the lives fortunes
and fatetate of this people rather than a
1littleitt a knot of plotting politicianspolitician
greedy for plunder and thirsty
with antlanti ifmormon malice

there isonebisoneis one thing that ought to
be considered jnin connection with
the violent and
suggestions which presidentPreildent hayes
was induced to recommendand that
is the danger of introducing Puchsuch an
extreme antiantl americanamerlean experiment
into our natmatnationalionallonal system it would
form an entirely incongruous element
in a popular form of government
and once incorporated might lead to
the overthrow of principles formerly
considered essential to american inin-
stitutions aaas they certainly are to
human liberty jf such measures
as recommended can be forced upon
oneoue seiselsectiontiow of the country under a
certain pretext they can be repeated
in itnotheranother under a different pretext
of similar alleged necessity what
is sauce for the goose may r 21

considered sauce for the gande of
and the insertion of ththea thin andin
the wedge into utah may result in
its being driven home to the butt in
the body of the federal union if
the country can stand such a monar-
chial exercise ofbf unconstitutional
power wawet think the mormonscormonsMorIformons
can and those who consent to such
revolutionary proceedings will nindfind
out the truth of the mesWesmessiahssiahs say-
ing the measure ye mete out to
others shall be measured to you
again pressed down and running

apover

the sacramento decordrecord union
has the following on the interview
with mr cannon

delegate cannon finds fault with
the presidents remarks on the mor-
mon question in his recent message
but it is not easyeasy tounderstand what
views he wishes to substitute for
those otof mr hayes he says that
the mormonscormons will never abandon
eqpluraliurajura marriages but that they can
be trusted to condemn polygamy
when placed in the jury box that
appears a strange statementstatementimenty but it
is what mr canncannonon isis represented
as addanadvancingciecle he further denies
that thethel federalF ralrai authorities have
made faithful and zealous efferts
to enforce the law against mor-
monism whether he means to
imply that if the federal author-
ities had been more zealous they
might have put down polygamy we
donotdo not understand but his position
seems altogether inconsistent with
that ofbf a pillpillarr of the mormon
church and an exponent and defen-
der of polygamy if anything prac-
tical can be galnergatnergathereded from what he
says we must conclude that mor-
monism has notn yet been attacked

energy govern-
mentm and thatthab if it 1is so attacked
in thea opinion of delegate cannon
it gancancan be made to conform to the
laws of the united stastatestas thisthis I1iss
quite a newanew view of the mormon sit-
uationiiatiation but it is not our view

in reply totd this weve have to say
that the delegate was not attempt-
ing to substitute anything for mr
hayes views on utah nor to make
any recommendations to congress
he merely answered questions as to
his opinion of the presidents asser-
tions and suggestions that the


