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signature
- for Business Men,

8. 8. Packard, noted as a sKillful pen-
man, writes to the New York Mail con-
cerning ‘‘signature experts,’’ the occa-
sion being the late Taylor will case,’’
which turned in great mesasure on the
genuineness of the testators’ signature:
~'*More than twenty years ago, in
Cincinnalfi, 1 copied the Declaration o
Independence, appending fae simile
of the sigpners’ names. Mr. ThomaS
Btevenes, at that time editor of the Cin-
cinnati Atlas, took oceasion, in a pleas.

ant way, to doubt my assertion that I |

had copied the signatares with a pen,
To convinee him, I asked him to sign
his name on & sheet of paper, which
he did, I immediately wrote ten eopies
of his signature above and below the
original, and banded him the paper for
him to select his own. Afler a careful
examination he selected one for his
own, He was wrong. He tried again
and again, with the same result, and
finally, by mere guess work, he hit the
right one. And it was a remarkable
fact that, after he had really discovered
his own, he could see the most astonish-
ing absurdities in all the others.

Some six years ago I was speaking
with a well-known publisher of this
city, who sat at his desk signing some
checks that his book-keeper had pre-
pared for him. The signature was of
the firm, and was & peculiar one, as he
wrote it, I casunally remarked that
that was an excellent signature for a
forger. Fle Pmmptly responded that
there was no forger who could sizn that
name so a8 to deceive him.

““Oh, yes there is,” said 1.

“Where is he?”’

““He is standing at your eibow.”

“Do you mean to al?,” said he, ‘‘that
you can imitate that s gnntum 80 I can-
not detect the forgery.’

‘] mean to say,’”’ said I, ‘‘that I think
I can do it, and am willing to try it.”

“If you will write that signature,”
he replied, “‘so I cannot distinguish it
from my own, I will"—

““There, there,don’t berash. Ishould
dislike to take adw e of your pre-
sent excitement, If you will just write
the signatore at the top of that letter
sheet, we’ll see what a little impudence
e¢an do.”

He did as requested. I took thesheet
and went to the book-keeper’s desk.
Here I exchanged it for another of the
same relative position. 1 imitated the
signature in a very free, careless way,
not attempting a servile copy, but pre-
sexrving the characteristic strokes., I
then very carefully wrote underneath
it three faithful imitations, making four
signatures, all my own, These I took
to the proprietor and told him to select
his own signature. With surprisingly
little effort he pointed out the first sig-
nature, and at once began to crifecise
with severity my base imitations.

“Well,” said I, “I will confess they
are not as well done as I expected to do
them, or as I could do them if my
nerves were steady. But really,” said
I, **don’t you think that if one of these
signatures were placed at the bottom of

our ordinary ¢heck, your bank would
{mnur the cheeck.”

‘““Well, no,” said he, “I don’t think
it would.” S

T suppose,” said I, “there is no
doubt about the top. signature—that
would bring the ¢ash?”’

“Oh, yes. I thould like to see our
bank refuse that signature for an ordin-
ary sum.”’ '

fthan went to the book-keeper’s desk
snd produced the original signature.

‘“‘How about this?’’ said I.

He looked at the signature—then at
my ‘“base imitations”—then at the
crowd of interested speetators who had
quietly gathered around, and who were
beginning to take in the richness of
the joke, and finally he burst out in an
expression which was a mixture of ass
toniahment, chagrin, merriment, vexa-
tion, and perplexity, and holding out
his hand, with unceonditional surrender
written all over his face, he exclaimed,
“sold!”’

This was the only
ican language that could adequately
express the situation.

But the sell was a very easy one, and
required no skill at all. Tbe fact is
that when the original gignature was
compared with the forgeries, the dis-
crepancies were g0 palpable thata ““way-
faring man, though s fool,”” need not
be taken in; and yet, if my friend had
not been a deacon, which he was—and
is—and if I had been as most forgers, I
eould have won a very nice sum, had I
offered to stake it on the issue,

Finally, to convince the deacon that
he was notthe only fool in the firm, I
called up one of the other partners, and
showing him the three false pignatures,
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THE DESERET NEWS.

Experts—Interesting Facts | agsked him to decide which was the |

génuine. With great show of real dis-
cernment he selected the top one, and
began at once to point out the weak
points in the others simply by compar-
ing with what he considered the gen-
uine. ‘‘Yes,” said he, ''they are pretty
fair imitations; but don’t you see the
length of this g and the torn of this n?

|

Now look at the ariginal, and see where
this capital J sweeps around.. There is
an attempt at it in the imitations, but
it is a very weauk one,”’ _ |

“Then you couldn’t be imposed upon |

Iisy ove of these lower signatures?"’ said |

‘*No, not 1. They bear forgery upon
their very face,”’

“Well, how about the first one? No
mistake about that? - You would readily
cash a check with that signature?”

“Oh! yes; that is all right, Anybody
who ever saw the deacon’s sign-manual
could tell that at & glance.”’

So the deacon divided up his chagrin
with the junior partner, and felt better
—or worse, I've forgotten which.

The fact i3, no maAan is safe in swear-
ing to his own signature—nolt even
Horace Greeley to his own--for no man
writes his signature twice alike, al-
though he may preserve the character-
isties. And I would give very little for
the testimony of ‘“‘experts’’ nanless back-
ed by pretty strong collateral evidence.
It would not be difficult ordinarily to
identify a nody of writing, such as a
page, or even a dozen lines, but to de-
cide as to the genuineness of a single
word or signature is more than I should
like to do if either life or happiness de-
pended upon it.

SUMMONSES.—We are now prepared to sup-
ply Justices of the Peace with Blank forms of
unmmonses. Otber Blank forms also for sale at

this Office. d58sld&w-1t1

HIGHLY INMPORTANT

TO

Bankers and ©Ofthers!

HALL'S SAFE

Strictly Pare !

LOCK - COMPANY.

Sole Manufacturers of

HALL’S PATENT IMPROVED

DOVETAILand TENOR and
GROVE BURGLAR
PROOF SAVES,

HALL’S PATENTS :

Conerete Fire and Fire and Burglar
Proof BSafes, and Eleven Different
Varieties of HALL’S Patent.

{NO-KEY-HOLE COMBINATION
BANK LOCK,

5% ESTABLISHED OVER 25  YEARS.

50,000 Safes Now in use—2,500
}lnﬁ been tested by FIRE and BUﬁG-
LARS .

s Not an Instance on Record
where ONE of these SAVES was
ever Destroyed by Fire or Rob-
bed by Burglars.,

.. OUR IMPROVED
BURGLAR-PROOF SAKES

Are constructed on HALI’S PATENTS,
which arsentirely new, and different from any
otbhers manutacturedi—All old and Worth-
less Methods having beemn discharged,
and our Improvements make it Impossible to:
“Wedge,” “Drill,” “Strip,” or “Force the Bafe
by any of the many appliances used by expert
Burglars,

An examination will convinee the most
skeptical.

pas~ Our Safes have Always Ta-
ken the GOLD MEDAL!

Our Locks are simple in Construction and
Operation, and are SUPERIOR to any in use

| Toey bave never been picked by any Expert
or Burglar, and we will puat from

- 81,000 to $10,000 <@a)
Behind them at any time,

par-Prices as low as any Man-
ufacturer.

2%-Send for Cirecanlars, ete., ete,, (o

HALL'S SAFE AND LOCK CO.,

69 West Fourth Street, CINCINNATI.
147 ana 149 Dearborn Street, CHICAGO.

302 North Fourth Street, ST, LOUIS, MO
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| DOBBINS’ _ A. 8 Petticrew. Wi, B. Ferguson.
A.8. PETTICREW & Co..

General Western Agents for

Ames’ Iron Works

ELECTRIC
SOAP !

72 best in the world!

No Sand!! No Rosin!! No Clay!

Portable & Emunnary Engines,
CIECULAR SAW MILLS,

Flour Mills and Mill Machinery, Woodl
_ Working Machinery, Machin-
istn’ Luols, Siave & Barrel
inery &e.

The celebrated Heed & Bucskingham FLOUR
and CORN MILLS, complete witn Bolis,
sSmutters, &c., Or wilthoul

S ia » Stl LouiB,MO-

N. Becona st.,
&%~ A fall stock Engines, Saw Mills, Wood

Workiug and Machinl-is” Tools always on

hand. send for Clrealar. witim

No Adulteration of any kind!!

Children c¢an do the Washing.

No washboard required,

No Boiling Needed.

DOBBINS’

. USE FRAZER'S
PATENT AXLE GREASE

Manufactured by the
FRAZER LUBRICATOR Co, CHICAGO,I11s

Acknowledged to be the best in the wo
For Bale by Dealersgenerally,
wi6 6m

@« HE Bl S .

A. T. GREEN,
COMMISSION  MERCHANT

No, 3 Front Street, San Francisco,

Triple-Scented

TOILET SOAP)

No Toilet Table is complete withou it

The best- Emollient in the Market Agent for
il SAMPLING, CRUSHING, ASSAYING
AND SELLING OF ORES.

Shipments received from Miners, and the en
tire business transacted with promptiness and
accuracy.

Merchandise of all descriptions purchased
and shipped on commission for country
Merchants,

Consignments of Produce and Merchandise
received and sold at the highest market

prices,

KRUGHA'T

THE GENUINE

| # Refers by permission to Jas, Linforth, of
Linforth, Kel.og & Co,; J. Hunt, President Pa.-
cific Insnrance Uo,; A, J. Ralston, Bec, Pacifie
Insurance Co.; Jos. A. Donohoe, of Donohoe,
Kelly & Co.; Falkner, Bell & Co.: Badger & Lin-
derberger; Taatfe & Co., and J. B. Hoberts, Esq.

wlé-tf

Turkish Bath Compound

WOODMANSEE & BROTHER,

Dmm:;ns in DRY GOOD8, GROCERIES and
GENERAL MERC ISE.,

STORAGE ARD COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
wif  Fire-Proof Building, Main Street

The only Boot Polish that will produce a
Briliiant and Lasting Shine, and at the same
tims preserve the Leather, is

. MINING DEEDS

*F the most approved form, in accordance
with the Territorial Laws, Also other
Deeds and Blanks, :

FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE.
820 wld uf

0'HaraFlint Glass Works

JAMES B, LYON & CO.,

Manutacturers of
Fine Pressed, Ont and Engraved Table

GLASSWARE-

W7-6m PITTSBURQ, PA.

DOBBINS’

Electrie

Boot Polish.

Makes old Boots lcok like new ones|

And Cali-skin like Patent Leath
. " | W.F.ANDERSON, M.D.. H.J.RICHARDS, H.D.

Surgeons and FPhysicians,

Offices for the present at their respective resi-
dences in the 13th and 17th Wards, wistf

Itis put up in a Patent :Bo::r the greatesti
novelty of the age. The Box alone is worth
more to keep than the price of Box and Polish
combined,

WM. M. HOYT & Co.,

WHOLESALE GROCERS,

48 River Street, CHICACO.
wil3m

MINING DEEDS

F THE MOST APPROVED FORM, in ac-
cordance with the Territorial Laws,
Also other DEEDS and BLANKS,;

FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE,
ald7 of

.L.CRACIN & CO.!

119 Bouth Fourth st., Philadelphia.,

102 Barclay St.,

i Nﬁw Y‘ﬁrk-

144 State 8t.,
wi 80l-1y

Boston,



