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for bustnessbusiness men

8 S packard noted aaas a skillful pen
mabemate writes to the nenew york vailmaumah con
cerninberning 11signature experts thetho occa-
sion bangbeing the late taylor will caecase
whichwhich turned in great measmeasure on the
genuineness of the teatatestatorstors signature

iz more than twenty yearsyearb ago idin
cincinnati I1 copied thethel 0
independence appending yaefae sanfre
of theithe sign erst names mr thomas
stevensBtevens at that time editor of thetho glngin
cinnoti atlas took occalonoccasion inI1 n a pleasplesspleasai

ant way to doubt my assertion that I1
hadbad copied the signatures withawith a pen
to convince him I1 asked him to sign
his name on a sheelsheet of paper which
hebe did I1 immediately wrote tenfen copiedcopies
othisof his signature above and below the
original and handedbanded him the paper fofor
him to beselectelectlect hisbig own Aafterafierfter a careful
examination he selected one for hisbig
own he was wrong he tried again
and again with the same result and
finally by mere guelsguess work he hit the
tight one and it was a remarkable
fact that after he had really discoverdiscovereded
his own behe could see the most astonish
ing absurdities in all the otherothersar

bombsome bixsix yearyearssagobagoago I1 was speaking
with a well known publisher of this
city who sateat at his desk signing some
checks that his bookkeeperbook keeper had pre-
pared for him the signature was of
the firm I1 andaasand wabwas a peculiar one as hhea
wrote it I1 casually remarked that
that was an excellent signature for ah
forger he promptly responded that
there was no forger who could sinsignbin thatthat
name so as to deceivedecalve himhird

oh yes there is said I1
alberewhere is he
he Is standing at your elbow

iioilodo you mean to say said hebe 49 that
I1

youyon can imitate that Bignasignature so I1 can-
not detect the forgery

1I mean to sayst y ll11 said I1 that I1 think
1 can do it and am willing to try it

if you will write that signature
he replied sobo I1 cannot distinguish it
from my own I1 will

there there dondonaheabe rash I1 should
dislike to taketaka vantageadvantage of your pre-
sent excitement if you will just write
the Bigsigsignaturenature aiat the top of thabthat letter
sheet well beeeee what a little impudence
Caa do

he did as requested I1 looktook the sheet
and went to the bookkeepersbook keepers desk
merehere I1 exchanged it for another of the
same relative position I1 imitated the
signature in a very free careless way
not attempting a servile copy but pre-
serving wetoe characteristic strokes I1
then very carefully wrote undunderneatherneEitil
it three faithful imitations making four
signaturesIgnatures allnnilall myyownown thesethebe I1 tooktto0 the pproprietorroprIctor and told himfilm to select
hhisI1a own signature with surprisingly
little effort he pointed out the first sig-
nature and at once began to critciseelse
with severityseverity my base imitations
I1 well ll11 baidsaid 1I tl1 will confess they
are not as well done as I1 expected to do
them or asag I1 could do them if my
nerves were steady but really saidy
1I dont you think that if one of hesethese
signaturessignatures were placed at the bottombottoni of
yourjour ordinary check your bank would
honor the check

well no baldsaid he 1I dont think
itatwouldwould uan ua o T 0 taw iwsuppose Bbaldbaidaadid rI1 therer is no
doubt about the atop signature that
would bringtildthe cash 11

1 oh yes I1 should like to see our
bank refuse thauthat signature for an ordin-
ary sum

I1 then went to the bookkeepersbook keepers desk
luniiuni produced the original signature

r how about this said 1I
he looked at the Bigsigsignaturenature then at

my base imitations then at the
crowd of interested spectators who had
quietly gathered around and who were
beginning to tahetake in thetho richness of
the joke and finally he burburststoutout in an
elpiexpression which was a mixture of asasi

ment chagrin merriment vevexa-
tion

xa
and perplexity and holding outoui

his hand with unconditional surrender
written all over his face he exclaimed
sold
this was the only word in the amer-

ican
amer-

lean language that could adequately
express the situation

but the sell was a very easy one and
reaurequiredired no skill at all thetee fact is
that when the original signature was
compared with thuthe forgeries the dis-
crepancies were so palpable that a nvway-
faring

ay
man though a fool need noinolnot

be taken in and yet if my friend had
not been a deacon which he was and
ia and if I1 had bednasbeen as most forgers I1
could have won a very nice sum had I1
offered to stake it on the issue

finally to convince the deacon that
hebe was not the onlyonik fool in the firm 1I
called up one of the otherothen partners and
I1showing him the three falsefaise

asked himihiml to decide which wabwas tthe
alne witwith great showabow dareal dis

cerementcern ment he fe elected the top one and
began abonceat oneeonce to point out the weak
pointe in the others simplygimpy by compar-
inging with what he considered the gen-
uine yes said he they areate pretty
fair imitations but dont you seepee the
bength of thiathis gandgaudg and theebe tarnarn j

0off thlutaito n
now look at34 the original andund eeepeesee where
this capital sweep aroaroundwridprid there is19

an attempt at it in thetho imitations bubutt
it isaisiss a very weak one i

then you be imimposedjosd uponapoi
by one of these lower signatures said

i i wsono not I1 they aarvearpear forforgerygery uponudon
their very face

well how about the first one no
Mmistakehistake about that you would readily
cashbaah a check with that signature I1

oh yes that islsis19 all right anybody
wwhoho ever saw the deacons sign manual
could tell that at a glauceglance 11

so the deacondeab dividdivided
i eludup his chagrinchagraU

with the junior partneri er aandnd felt better
or worse ive forgotten which
the fact bisnois no man laIs safe iniii swear

ingintin to his own signature not even
horace greeley to his no manmaw
writes hishia signature twice alike al-
though he may preserve thothecharacter

and I1 would give very little for
the testimony of experts unless back-
ed by pretty strong collateral eviddvidevidenceeneeence
it would not be difficult ordinarily to
identify a nody of writing such as a
page or oveneven a dozen lines but to de-
cidecidersas to the genuineness of a singbingsingledle
word or signature is more than I1 should
like to do if either life or happiness de-
pended upon it

SUMMONSES we are now prepared 00o sup-
ply justices of the Peace with blank forms of
summonsesummonsesmouses other blank forms aisoalso for sale at
this office itiitt
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concrete fire and fire and Burglahllail
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varieties of HALLIS patent

NO KEY HOLE combination
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and our improvements makemako it impossible to
alredgeAwedgo 11 drill 11 strip or force abethe safe
by any afof the gainymany appliances used by expert
burglars

an examinationatlon will convince the most
skeptical

zeaesy our safes have always wa-
kentakentherhe GOLD 1

our locks are simple in construction and
operation and are SUPERIOR to any in use
toey have never been picked by any expert
or burglar and we will put from
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itillsis put up in a patent bozborboothethe greatest
noveltyty ai0 the age the box alonealone lais worth
more tto kkoepkeepep thanan the palco of bobandbox and polish
combined
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manufactured by the
frazer lubricator co CHICAGO illlilillsliim

acknowledged to dethebethebo the bestbast inid thejhb wo
for salebale by dealers generally
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shipments received arm miners and the en
tire business transacted with promptness andaccuracyaeeuraccuracy

merchandise of aallailI1 dcdescriptionsr purchased
and shipped on commission fortor coancouncountrytrylcy
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