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worthy represeniative in the other,
This thought need do away with none
of the energy and zeal with which the
followers of either sball work for the
success of the man of thelr choice; but
it should go far toward healing the
wounds of defeat, If one cannot al-
ways sncceed in getting the candidate
ope prefers, it is some consolation to
have at least the alternative satisfac-
tion of having the candidate who,
next to one’s own nominee, would be
most warm!y approved.

A TRIBUTE TO THE FOUNDERS.

If there had ever been any doubt as
to the importance that Utah occuples
with reference to the arid West, and

as to the respect that her voice and
methods evoke in any discussion of
that subject, it muet have been dis-

Jled by the proceedings of the late
f:ﬂgnllon Congrees at Denver. As
the NEwS predicted, our Territory oc-
cupied the loremost position in that
body; the views and votes of
her representatives were received
with the ulmost weight and were
in the greatest Jemand; and no honor
or courtesy that could be extended was
withheld from those who went as dele-
gates from these valleys. The selec-
tion of Hon. George . Cannon as
temporary chalrman, by acclamation
and with enthuglasm, was a compli-
ment that in 1its slgoificance teils a
weloome story; that i, in honoring

him the ©Congress paid a tribute
to the builders of Utah, the
pivneers of irrigation, the found-

ers of the greatest and most stable
of western commonwealthe, He was
recognized as &0 associate of the men,
and a participant in the éxperiences,
that made this desert Lo blossom as the
rose; and the anxiety of the Congress
to ascertain the wishes and conform to
the policy of the Utah men wae of itsel!
a gratifying acknowledgment of the
soundness of the course that had been
pursued, a high tribute to the wisdom
that in the earliest days had been here
displayed.

The citizens of Utah ought to know
and take a pridein all this, Those of
them who came with the ploneer com-
paniee, as well as the descendants of
those sturdy sires, and those whom the
desirability of our land or any other
worthy motive has brought here as
resldents, have a right to share in that
feeling of pride. The policy of the
fathers has been vindiocated; the debt
which western America owes to
them hss been recognized. Those
who represent them are Invited to
the exalted places, are treated wilh
high consideration, are listened to with
profound reapect. It is ashining in-
gtance of the axiom that noihing suc-
ceeds like succese; it is a living example
that true merit canpnot be forever
obscured by either prejudice or mis-
fortune, and that its reward—though
mayhap tardy—will be extorted and
gracefully won at last. Buch instances

should stimulate in every resident
pride in the work that has
been done. They should make

us jealous in preserving the fame
and prestige that history now freely
accords our Territory’s founders, They
ghould cause us to be diligent in fol-
lowing those examples of industry,
thoroughness and coneervatism; so

that, though it may not be said of us
that we builded better than we knew,
it may at least be recorded that we
knew how well our fathers built, and
in continuing their structure we sought
to round it out in harmony, beauty
and etrength,

IS SUICIDE A SIN?

—

A curious controversy has been car-
ried on recently in a New York.psper
onthesinfulness of committing suicide.

It wae started, it seems, by the famous
Colon-:| Ingersoll, who resurrected the
old heathen view that under certain
circumstances the best thing & human
being could do wasto end his or her
own life. Numerous letters then ap-
peared endorsing this barbarous doc-
trine, while others denounced it in
strong terms. Juodging from the
voluminous correspondence published,
the grim subject must have excited
congeiderable interest among the public,
and this fact may perhaps be taken as
an evidence that the philosophy of the
anclent Btolies had unconsciously ob-
tained a firmer hold on this age than
might remsonably be expected, con-
sidering the loud professions of admir-
ation for the incomparably better
teachings of the Founder of Christian-
ity.

‘That agnostics and other schools of
infldels should teach the world to com-
mit suicide, denying its sinful charac-
ter, I8 noi strange; for what act can a
buman being commit that in the judg-
ment of such moral teachers is & sin?
I4, as they contend, there be no Bu-
preme Judge of the liviog and the
dead, whose decrees are founded on
eternal justice, and if man’s life be
ended with his last breath on earth,
vanishing as the vapor that floats in
the air, there can clearly be no sin.
8in means a moral condition of man
opposed to the laws of his Eternal
Father and acts committed violative ot
those laws, *“‘Bioisnot imputed where
there is no law’? is correct New Testa-
ment doctrine, and the denial of the
Divine law logically leads to
the conclusion that the word sin
is but @&an empty phrase, and
that  selfl - destruction, therefor-,
may sometimes be a virtue. Buch
doctrines are natural to infidelity.

Those who eulogize suicide argue
chiefly that man bhad no ocholce in
coming here and gbould not be denied
the rignt to leave the earth when he
feels 80 inclined. They hold that
when sickness and helplessness on ac-
count of age and infirmities occur, it
ia petter to end the earthly existence
than to continue it, aburden to fellow
men; all of which reasoning 18 wrong
both in premises and conclusions,

The subject assumes s widely difter-
ent aspect when viewed In the light of
reason and the teacbings of the Goepel.
In the first place, man {8 mnot on
earth by chance or; accident, His
presence here is part of a Divioe plan
necessary for the development of the
universe, Theearth was not peopled
until after solemn ocouncilein the
assemblies of the Almighty. To
cut thls existence short is an aoct of
rebellion against this Divine plan,
Further, it is not true, that life was
given us without our choice. What
took place in the eternal reglions before
this world was born of ohaos may no

longer form a part of things we dis-
tinctly recollect; yet the truth remains
that when the foundations of this
earthly habitation were laid, all the
children of God rejoiced over the op-
portunity to receive tabernacles and
an exietence here. Life, then, is a
sacred trust, voluntarily acoepted, To
cut it off by sulcide 18 to betray this
trust, to violate covenants sacred above
all others,

There can be no doubt that every in-
dividual needs the whole of his life on
earth as a preparation for eternity.
Only by faithfully atterdiog to their
dutles here, whatever they may
be, can human beings attain per-
tection of character necessary for &
contiouation of a life in happiness in
eternity, One who takes his own life
is very much in the position of a stu-
dent who should run away premature=
ly from the instituate where he has
been placed bY loving parents to per-
tect his education and render him
capable of discharging his dutles ss a
oitizen. And the consequences will be
similar, only unspeakably more serious.
The wrong, the sinfulness and the evil
consequences of such conductare easily
comprehended when applied to tem-
poral matters, but who can measure
the depths thereof when eternity is
concerned?

Who can say that poverty, sickness,
infirmity and various painful experi-
ences are not also neceseary for the
probation of those who suffer from
them? It 18 perfectly conceliv-
able that the schooling of these
things is applied by a loving Provi-
dence In order to bring out gusiitiee
of humility, sympathy, trust in
Gorl, ete., without which it ia impossi-
ble to dwell in the abodes of the per-
fected Baijute;. Gold is purified in fire;
the precivus stones are cut that their
lustre may come out, and the human
soul has olten to pass through tribula-
tion before it can be arrayed in that
white robe in which the multitude be-
fore the throne was dressed in the
Apocalyptie vislou, ow utterly in-
consistent, then, to try to escape from
temporal affliotions by means of self-
murder, instead of accepting them as
a means to & glorious end and turn to
God for strength and patience to bear
them!

It seemsalso to be in accordance with
the Divine plan that the sufferings of
some shall be the very means whereby
the noblest qualities shall be awakened
and developed in others not sfflicted in
the eame way. The thought is brought
out by our Lord when He teaches that
a wise use of earthly riches is to invest
them in such a way thaten leaving the
earthly scene, friends may be found to
“‘receive you in everlasting habita-
tions.”” The rich man in the parable
had a chance to do so, but he failed.
Liazarus was at his door, seemingly for
a great purpose. Probably those who
advocate suicide would bhave advised
the poor sufferer to end his misery.
They would remove all such cases
from the thresholds of therich, but at
the e¥me time, there would be no op-
portunity to the latter to devote their
means and their hearte to the noblest
purpose imaginable. When this is con-
sidered, the plea for suicide is better
seen it 1ts true light,

It will also be noticed that if it be
right to resort to self-destruction
in order to shorten one’s own



