THE DESERET NEWS.

are generally perform-d with so.little cere-
mony, that the public ars pot always advised
: :r-l what they are doing or have done, till after
the accomplishmant of the work. Actizg
- jupon that principle during the past year,
when thousands and tens of thousand of dol-
lars have been expended on roads, bridges
and other public improvements within and
outside the Corporation, which has been
donated or raised by subscription in the ab-
sence of any public revenue, the City Council
have contributed liberally for the furtherance
of those objects, but bave been so reticent in
relation to it, that bat few outside of the
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tion the means thus approprialed has been
expended, have known from what source the

means was obtained, Buch was the case in
relation. to 2 liberal appropriation towards

TC. THE PUBLIC.
wase l

I hereby inform the public thatthe DesereT

portation. This deficiency, he states, was

about te be remedied. Ha reviews in glowing
language the gigantic achievements, ndt only
of their arms, but of the indomitable, indus-
trial enterprizes mainly ereated, fostered and
impe led by the necessities of the war, “lo
oppose the invading lorees, composed of levies
which already exceed thirteen hundred thou-
gand men,” he s.ys, “we had. pno resources

but uuion and the valor of a people deter-
mined to be free, and were so destitute of |

military supplies that ten thousand of our

[Arri 20, 1863.

e

 Go'd has advanced to upwards of three
bundred per cent, This reduces the value of
& Confederate dollar note to lcss than twenty.
five cents. Even bank noles were seiling iq
1Richmand at a premiam of fifty per cent.

. Alarge powder manufactory is be'ng erech
~ed by the Confederate Government at Augusta,
Ga. A late Charleston-Mercury, in referring
to the work,says,when completed,they will be
the most extensive powder works in the
world. They are now, says the Aercury, su.
perior to any knewn, and the powder fully

Council excepting those under whose direc-

citizens were reluctantly re’used admission 1wq\ual to the best ¥ankee or European stap.
into service from inability to furnish arms, |dard.

while for months some of our strogholis| Ia a recent report to the Confederate Cone
cwed their safety chiefly to the concea'ment  gress, Jeff. Davis urges that the interest of
of the fact that we were without supplies of | Northern stockhclder in Sonth rn telegraph
powder for our cannon. Yonr devotion and lines, amonating to nearly four hundred thoy.
patriotism \r umphed over all obstacles, calied sand dollare, be sequestered, or appropriated

making the road and embankments in the into existrnce mu-it'ons of war, clothing and by the Government. ‘The report also recom-

News is not and has net been an organ of ' gouth-west part of the City, to which refer- sustenance, which enabled our soldiers to mends the seizure of all the tele-raph lines in

mine, for, except matter accompanied with
my name, [ have only occasionally, and that
too some time ago, known any more of the
contents of the News until after it is pub-
lished, than I have of the copy furnished to
the compositors of the New York Ledger.
BRIGHAM YOUNG.

G. 5. L. City, Jan. 28, 1863.
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CORPORATION IMPROVEMENTS.

ence was made in last week’s issue,

we had beeu led to believe that the poll tax
in the Second Road District, had been made
subservient to. some considerable extent, in

means derived from that source, and that in
|addition to the appropriation made by the
City Council, private individuvals donated
largely for the accomplishment of the work.

AR B mwn:lE:Ltgi.l‘lluﬂ Assembly That a poll tax for road purposes, which
by an act entitled an ‘“act in relation to o8t Yankees think very essential to the
SR : - ‘'making and the keeping of public roads in
Territorial, County and City taxes,” approved g pos oy
Jan. 17th, 1862, inhibited the levying, assess- TeP3Ir, as a general thing is a ereat humbug,
iﬁg or unllur:.ting of any tax for any purpose we WE!] kﬂﬂt'ﬂ", havmg witnessed ﬂﬂ..prﬂt:tlcal
whatever, by any County or corporate City, lfnper:tmnu in many inu:tanna,.and ifa debt
excepting a certain poll-tax therein nnmed”“““l acerue for public services rendered,
thereby depriving not only the Counties,
the several Cilies throughout theTerritory, of
means to make apy public improvements,
further than might be done or effected by
fands derived from other sources, which in
most instances, as far as Counties have been
concerned, has not since the passage of said
act, so far as our knowledge extends, been
sufficient for the purchase of the requisite
books and stationery, for making or keeping
public records, and the tramsaction of the
business required of the County officers.
With the Corporation, and especially with
some of them, circumstances have been 1£ 86, Would certainly Hiave' besh osé tirenie:
difscant, e thay, Meve. not  albegether b'“'ahncain its favor. The point was errone
regourceless. The amount of revenue “"“ﬂ"ﬁ}uul;r conceded under wrong impressions, but
SPAFIIRE 18 DEVWE Sais 2008 Uity Eosi vaticls ‘the discovery of the. error has not lu;ened
tonegulio vy o P““ﬂ““i? o hn:u ‘the favorable opinion previously entertained
been considerable, enabling the City Council| . .. = SR ifeats \
to make some public improvements of a vala- ' " qRaliieations of Swpervisor

able nature, and to contribute liberally to the Cunningham, as an efficient officer.

aided or were instrumental in expunging from
the statutes of the Territorv in 1854, the law
providing for the collection of such taxes,
after which an immmunity therefrom was en-
joyed by the peop’e for-the space of eight
‘years. The law was revived in a pew form
during the eleventh annual session, but its
enforcement for the purposes intended is most
certainly not practicable, and it virtually
amounts to .ittle or nothing;
the instance referred to, we had been induced
to.believe that by superior management the
tax had been turned to some aceount, whieh

|

making the road in question, but it seems' the triumph of our arms.
that there was but a.small amount of labor mr']l

hut‘il“g* dues might be claimed by those whn!'

however in|

Notwithstanding our aversion to the law,

repairing of roads and bridges washed away

iwe believe that it should be honored and en-

lilluatrate their valor on numerous battlefields, ' the South, to be placed un-er control of the

Frem representations which bad been made and to inflict crushing blows on successive 'Confederate Post Office Depar meut — the
while those improvements were in prozress armies, each of which our arrogant foes Government indemnifying all citizen owners

fondly imagined to be invincible. The con- | for their losses.
‘trast between our past and present condition| The people of the SBouth are reduced to
is well calculated to inspire full confidence in | great destitution in breadstuffs. as also other

At no previous necessary fawily supplies. Women strikes,
time of the war bave our forces been 80 hu- or forcible demonstrations of combined masses

merous, so well organized, so thoroughly dis- of women, have occurred in several cf the
‘ciplined, armed and equipped.as at Lhe pre- ‘principal cities. In Richmond they could not
s'nt. The high water on which the enemy be dispersed by the mil tary, and the chief
relied to enable their fleets of gunboats to authorities ecould scarcely quiet them by
‘proetrate into our country and devastate our prowises of immediate 1-licf. They are re-
‘homes, ‘s fast passing away, yet our strong- | presented as beinz principally composed of
‘bolds of the Mississippi still bid defiance to ‘married women, having famiiies to support,
the foe. Months of costly preparations for | while their husbands are in the Confederate
l'l]:reir reduction have been spent in vain. Dis- ! gervice.

In Petersburg, Ya., about the 7th inst., the

‘aster has been the result of their every effort

\to reduce the strongholds of the Mississippi. | soldiers” wives snd others arose en Inasse,
Within a few weeks the falling waters and |

| went to tae stores of mercenary speculators,
the increasing heat of Summer will complete | who had heen enrich'ng themselves by hold-

'their discomfiture and compel their baflled and | ing all necessities of life at enormous prices,
defeated forces to the abandonment of the ex- | and forcibly beiped themse'ves to whatever

.pedition on which they based-their chief hope | they wanted, pitching out goods to the poos

:ﬂf success in effecting our auhjugatiun. We 'and needjr as they went.
. must not forget, however, that the war is not

yet endel; that we are still confronted by
powerful armies, and threatened by numerous
fleets; that the Government which controls
these fleels and armies driven to the most
'desperate effort to effect the most unholy pur-
pese in which it has thus far been defeated,
will use its. utmost energy to avert this im-
pending doom, se fully merited by the atro-
cities it has committed and the savage bar. |Pate this year than existed six months ago,
harities which it has encouraged; and its | Relative to the operations of the army of the
crowning attempt is to excite a servile popula- | Potomac notbing definite hag been reported of
tion to massacre our wives, daughters and |J+te. The belligerent mevemeits on the
belpless children.” Engaged in such a con- , Blackwater and Nans¢mond in Eastern Vir«
test, he thinks there is but one danger that the |8inia, which were reported a short time since
Government of their choice ought to regard to have been somewhat threateuing, have rof
with apprebension—which, as may be obyi- | Culminated in any general engagements be-

L
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PROGRESS OF THE WAR.

Although no great battles have been fought
this spring, many minor cenflicts have oe-
curred, ard much property and many lives
have been destroyed in the aggregate, in truth
the war has been and is steadily progressing
with no more probability that it will termi-

or damaged by the floods of 1862, beyond the forced to the letter, so long as it shall remain

limits of the Corporation, how much we can- |

| ron t * :
not now positively state, but to the amount of . nthe statute books, and all subject to its

geveral thousand dollars provisions should comply with them readily
Of the acts of our fellow men, however a:: b:::g required, therete by their rcspective
honorable, liberal or commendable they may fﬁ ;nrn'._ to.ft A :
be in their several spheres, either public or ! r.;ra e :’td' i lic 'mP“’“mef‘t“ﬂ
private, we are not perhaps as much inelined |, - o @ o ored which are truly creditable
to epeak approvingly as we ought. We have to the originators and makers, one and all, no
long bheen of the opinion lha? san nwa'_h:m'l“h“ to the city officers or other individ-
rauch to his fellow man, and that the punctual uals was intended. That any one thinks se

and faithlful performance of duties, especially i:“ l? dnut aware,. but fearing that e
these of a public nature, does not constitute ;rﬂ o¢ ‘parties might think that: eredit had
the doer a public creditor, to that extent that “nlﬂjﬂn where it was not due, on learning |
many seem toimagine, although we firmly thekfa:; i: s oo il de?mEd S i t
believe, that ultimately every human being!ma 6 the foregoing. explanations, :ﬁ'-'hlﬂh we
will 'be rewarded according to his works. T o. Wil be satisfactory to all parties, \
Eatertaining such views in relation to public'  C°PCerping the public iwprovements that

ously inferred, is a failure of supplies for the
army—to avert which, this appeal is now
made to the ““never-failing patriotism’ which
they have exhibited since the beginning of the

war,
Charleston, 8. €., and Wilmington, N. G,,

continue te be ports of en'ry and clearance
for blockade-runners laden with coffee, salt,

saltpetre, arms and ammunitiou for the Gn:m-I

federates; and it is s‘ated, as one of the re-
lieving featires of the harbor lock-up at- |
tempted: to be established by the Federals:

tween the Federal and Confederate armies,
opposing each other on that part of the great
battlefield.

It is sta‘ed that Gen. Foster succeeded in
egcaping in a steamer from Little Washing.
ton, and returned to Newberu, were he placed
himself at the head of a formidable force and
marched to tho relief of the beleaguered town
and garrigon, and that the prospects favered
guccess against the besiegers under Gen. Hill,

Charleston, at latest dates, was enjoying a
season of peace and quietness, and it is re-

that, during the past year, Charleston bas | perted that Admiral Dupont will not make.
enjoyed a more exlensive direct foreign trade | another attack en the harbor defenses till
than ever before in her history as a qga.;&ftﬂf the new arrangements which have been
port town. These adventures are paying in- | /Wwaugurated for the reduction of that strong-.
vestirents—especially so when successful;] bold sball Lave been completed.

but, if ill-starred and captured by the not-too- | No decisive movement bas been made in

ssrvants, of what ever class they may be,

and ameng whom we have been numbered, by

far the greatest part of our life, serving most
of the time without pecuniary reward or the
hope thereof, we seldom laud their doings,

and when favorable mention is made of any.

circumstanee, occurrence or act, it is more in

‘bave been andare being made by the City, |

and the management of affairs by the officers
ofthe G rperation, we may have something

to say at another and more convenient time;-

'but with the exception of a few omissions of
duty,so far as now known, nething can in

Justice be said of a reprehensible charaecter.

reference to the public weal than the gub- i © .8 believed bysome, however, that occasion-

serviency of any other end. |

Notwithstanding our ultra notions relative cily, without proper measures being taken for |

to such matters, we would regret exceedingly
to do injustice to any human being, friend or
foe, by withhelding a just meed, for mentori.
ous acts done and: performed, or by giving
credit when or where it was not due. Seme
wen are more fond of laudatory notices than
others, and more susceptible of flattery, and

thare are not a few who seem to take infinite

pleasure in announcing their own doings and

sayings, while others are exactly the reverse.

Aiong the latter we have classed as a body
~tie municipal officers of Great Salt Lake
Oi'y, who never trumpet their acts, which

\

ally nuisances exist within® the limits of the

their removal or abatement, which is merely a
matter of opinion.
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ITEMS OF =
. About the 10th instant President Davis

issued an address to the people of the Snuth-{

ern Confederacy urging them to devote them-

of food for themselves and the defenders of
their country in the battlefield. He admits
that the soldiers were then on half rations of
meat—there being plenty, however, in the

wide-awake sea-monsters of Uncle Samuel,
drifting in sehoo's off the entrgnece of the
Sonthern harbors, they are made food for his

carniverous maw—cargo and bhulk—with no
intention or disposition to offer any compen-.

sation for the rich repast. The ouly recourse

then left the adventurer is to charge the Joss |

selves to agricultural labor for the production

Confederacy, but insufficient means of trans-

‘uf course.

\to their own luck]ess temerity and, if balanced
in any degree by the profit derived from such |

costly moreeaus of experience, though dearly
bought, they may not prove altogether abor-
tive,

At Branchvi'le, N. C,, on the 12th inst., the

. Government ( Confederate) storehouses were
 destroyed by fire, consuming also fifty thoun-

sand rations of bacon and a large quantity of
flour and sugar. '
On the 13th, Gen. Wheeler captured two

Federal trains on the railroad between Nash-
ville and Murfreesbore. He took from them
a opumber of prisoners, including two majors,

three captains, and three of Rosecrans’ staff;
also, thirty thousand dollars—in greenbacks,

i Tennessee as yet, so far as known, but a be-

lief is.said to be «ntertained in h gh official
circles that the grest battle of the war will
be fought somewhere between Nughville and
Chattanooga within the next sixty days,

Tbe running of the blockade at Vieksburg

Ehy 8ix gunboats and three transports waa

effected on the might of the 26.h inet., with
the loss of one transport, the Ilenry Ciay,
wiich took fire and was burned. Each of the
gunboa’'s and tramsports had a coal boat ja
tow. Ounly one of" the gunboats was struck,
as nearly all of them got past before the ene~
my’s batteries opened fire. A late report fiom

M:mphis states that on the night of the 20th,
fi'teen other vessele, including several gun-
boats, algo eucceeded in running the blockade,,
aud the indications were that things would
§ o0 assume a different appearance ia that
quarter.
At lates! dates from New Orleans, General

Banks’ proepects were more fattering. The.

“Qﬂun of the West had been recaptured, -




