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swillwill read part of the epistle otof paul
ahee thessaloniansThess alonians commencing with

second chapter of the second epistle
taw we beseech you brethren by the comacom

of our lord jesus christ and by our
ang together unto him

foatt ye be not shaken in mind or be
bled neither by spirit nor bywordsby words nor

letterter aas from us as that the day of christ
if handtt no man deceive you by any means for
ak day shall not come except there corneacomea
bag away first and that man of sin shall be
staleded the son of perdition
who opposeth and exal teth himself above all
ft is called god or that is worshiped so that
as god inin the temple of god shew
fefa if that he isis god
remembermember ye not that when I1 was yet with

I1 told you these things
add a edwnow ye know what withholdeth that he

J be revealed inm his time
brr the mystery of iniquity doth already

only he who now zetteth will

binder until he be taken out otof the way
fad then shall that wicked be revealed whom

consume with the spirit of his
th jdand shall destroy with brightness of his

roigg
adi him whose coming is after the work
ofdf satan with all power and signs and

WwVonondersders
find with all of unrighteous
akinin them that perish because they receive

aciee love of the truth that they might be
DA
bidd for this cause god shall send them

that should believe liebg9 delusion they a
riat they might all be damned who be
red not the truth but had pleasure inin un

asness

aadeve read this scripture for the rea
kahatthat it bears upon a very importantimpo nant
hectt and one with which the great
twr- ayday intimately associated
fr by the great apostle of

to the effect that before
comingming of the day olof the lord jesus

leu he should come in the glory otof
fc father to reward every man ac
dingng to hisbis works the power of
iferfec should be manifestedmanil ested in the

jtb and a power not of god should
exaltedtid above all gnat is called
foror that so that he as
Isitteth in the temple of god
afis is not the only prediction on the
act that the great apoate leftlefi on rec

it seemed to be a most constantly
is mini 1 and in almost every epistle
eh hebe wrotebrot to the saints hebe says
ehmsiiii about ivit returning

the great second mission of bhis

en route to jerusalem by way of ephe
sus he sent word to all tthehe eeldersders to be
gathered together that he might address
them when meeting with them he
charged them about their duties in pre
1ridingI over the flock of christ aiosia posi-
tion given to them by the inspiration of
the holy ghost and he warned them to
witchwatch the flock of christ lorfor f said
hebe 1 I know this that after my depart
ing shall grievous wolves enter in among
you not sparing the flock also of
your own selves shall men arisearise speak-
ing perverse things to draw away dis-
ciples after them you all remem-
ber the great admonition that he
sent to his beloved timothy when he
told him to be instant in season and out
of season to preach and expound to
warn and reprove and rebuke jtbath all
ongsuffering and righteousness lorfor

said he the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine but after
their own lusts will they heap to them-
selves teachers haeng itching ears
and they shall turn away their ears from
the truth and shall be turned unto
fables

and so the messages and warnings of
this apostle are burdened with predic-
tions of a turning away from the truth
and of the arising of a power called
anti christ in the world

nor are such predictions confined to
the writings of paul aloneaone but through
all the letlettersLers barough allal the biograph-
ies that make up the new testament
vou wi I1 find reference to the same great
theme until one is driven to the conclu-
sionsion either that the children of men unto
whom was committed that dispensation
of the gospel would be untrue to it
transgress the laws change its ordin-
ances and break the everlasting coven-
ant or else that the great volume of
inspired predictions concerning it must
fallall unfulfilled

I1 make these remarks by way of an
introduction to a subject I1 wish to dis-
cuss briefly if I1 can obtain the liberty of
the spirit of the lord and I1 speak of
this prophecy because there is undunder-
lying

e r
it a great fact with which the

work of god in this dispensation has to
deal

during the last week the announce-
ment has been made through the public
press of several reasons why the latter
day saints cannot be fellowshiped as
christians by other christian dendenomina-
tions

omina
I1 think ten reasonsreason in all are

published why we cannot be held inin
fellowship with at least one of the
prominent christian sects it is not my
purpose on this occasion to undertake
to review all of these reasons that are
set forth I1 may be able only tito con
vidersider one or two of them but one of
the reasons set forth why we canootcannot be
accepted in fellowship with them as

a christian sect is because mormonism
so called churchesun all christian
sects and denominations by which I1
understand them to mean that we do
not recognize them as possessed of the
falness of the gospelgospe of jesus christ
and of the divine authority to administer
its ordinances

our position with reference to this
subject grows out of the fulfillment of
these predictions otof holy writ concern-
ing the destruction of the christian
church and of the universal apostasyapo stacy
from the gospel and at least in a cer-
tain sense I1 do not know but the posi-
tion taken by the sect in question the
presbyterian church in utah upon this
particular head is correct for when the
prophet joseph in secret prayer en-
quired of god which out of all the
christian churches he acknowledged as
his church he was told that go I1 ac-
knowledged none of themthein that the
professors of religion drew near to himhima
with their lips and with their mouths
they honored himbur their hearts were
far from him so that we have as I1
take it no right to complain when our
christian friends say that we
them that is if they mean by that that
we consider them as not having the
ness of the gospel and divine authoauthorityrity
to administer its ordinaordinancesacm there is19
pono occasion for being timid on this sub-
ject the very existence of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints pre-
supposes that the world had gone
wrong that the world bad corrupted the
gospel of jesus christ and hence there
was a9 necessity for the restoration oiof
the gospel and a restrestorationoratio n of the
priesthood of god to adaminiadministerter in its
ordinances and proclaim it to thee world
it this hadbad not been the condition of
mankind before mormonism so called
had its existenceexistence then there would be
no place for the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints again the lord
has been very emphatic about this mat-
ter in the revelation given as a pre-
face to the book of doctrine and cove-
nants after speaking of giving strength
to the prophet joseph and his associ-
atesates to bring forth the book of mormon
and to translate it by the power of god
he says

and also that those to whom these command-
ments were given might have power to lay the
foundation of this church and to bring it forth
out of obscurity and out of darkness the only
true and living church upon the face of the
whole earth with which 1I the lord am well
pleasplea ed speaking unto the church collectively
indand not individually

there is no half way ground hereane lord clearly declaresdecares that this
church which he hadbad given his ser-
vants strength to organize is the only
true and living church afoufoupon the laceface of
theae whole earth


