exile, nor expatrintion, nor impris-
onment, nor bonds have yet devel-
oped its full strength as it will be
developed. God decreed in the be-
ginning uf His work that it would
test His Saints to the uttermost;
aye, He promised that He would
test them even to the laying down
of their lives,declaring, in addition,
that those who were not willing to
sacrifice ail earthly things — the
bounr und applause of men, place
and position in suciety, the wealth
ol this world, aud even life itself—
for His sake, were unworthiy of
ssthat exceeding weight of glory”?
which He had in store for His faith-
ful childran.

I do oot wish to discourage those
who have resolved to raise their
hands against this work; but I do
desire to testify to them this after-
noon—if any be present—that they
will despoil the Balnots of their goods
in vain—I mean the accumulated
goods of this community upon
which they have laid their hands.
They may strip us of our individual
belongings, and when stripped and
bleeding they may drive usoff into
these mountaing, to wander in ihe
dens and caves of the earth, as the
Haints of God in former ages were
‘driven. But all that will not rob us
of that divine faith which the Gospel
of Jesus Christ has implanted in our
hearts. Il will not deprive us of the
knowledge that God has spoken
from heaven aud revealed the eter-
pal principles of salvation; it will
pot rob us of our glerious anticipa-
tion of eternal life in the pres-
ence of our Father, with 1ihe
privilege of mingling with the
rlghtecus  who have lived on
the earth before. These are
things that the world cannot
touch, be their hands ever 80
strong. But does it not seem more
than passing strange that iu this
boasted age of enlightenment auy

ople should bave cause to re-
}::i- to their baving been persecuted
for their religion?

Havinglreferred at some length
to the histary of the past, nnd to the
religious freedom once enjoyed In
this nation, Elder Roberts remarked
that presentiy, from theliwilds of
the western part of New ¥York, a
Iad in his teena declared to the ip-
habitants of the earth that he had

received a communication from
heaven. "The neighborhood in
which he  resided rope  up

agninat him, and finally the people
of the whole State of Mlssouri, in
which hundreds of his followers
had gathered, drove away the
Church en masse. Thespeaker also
touched upon the subsequent ex-
pulsion of the Baints from [Illinois
and their trials;and sufferings since
that time. But the fday has come,
he said, when God’s’purposes are to
be accomplished, and we have no
need to fear that Batan will prevail
agalnst His work, T

APOSTLE ABRAHAM H. UANNON

was the next speaker. He dwelt
first upon the subject ot charity, a
characteristic whieh, he said, should
largely predominate among the peo-
ple’ of God. The fnr-reacii-
ing power of the Gospel wns
referred to, and the desire of the
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Latter-day Saints to carry the Gos-
| into all the nations of the earth.

e next spoke upon the future state
of mankind ns understood by the
8aints, and denled that they were
au exclusive ppoplaEl a8 had often
been asserted by the world, We
need have no concern, added the
speaket, ns to what the world may
say or do agatpet us, for we can
stand apd frinmph o the truth.
We love our nation and revere its
great Constitution, which was re-
vealed of God tor lj]e benefit of His
children; therefore we must not sub-
mit to the sacrificing of our honov
and the Gospel for the satisfaction of

thers.

APOSTLE JOHN HENRY SMITH
endorsed the testimouy which hml
been borne by the several brethren
during conference, and urged the
Saints not to be discouraged by the
trinls and difficulties which beset
them. The work in which they
were engnged was the work of God
and He would carry it to a success-
ful issue.

The cheir sang the hymo com-
mencing:

Ye who arc callod to labor and minisier for

od,
Blest with the royal Prlesthood, and called
by His werd.

The benediction having besn pro
nounced by Counselor Daniel Beeg-
miller, of Kanal: Stake, Conference
adjourped until 10 a. m. on Monday.

SBECOND DAY.
Conference reconvened at 102, m.
The choir sang the hymu com-

mencing:
*For 'i‘l:]e strength of the bllls -we bless

Our Goeg: our Futhers' God,"
Prayer ‘was offered by Elder
George B. Wallace.
The chelr sany:
“Though deepeolog trinls
way,
Press on, press on, yé Saints of God.”
Counselor Charles W, Peurose
read to the congregation the statist-
ical report of the Salt Liake Btake of
Zion. Also of the f{ast offerings
rand charity accounts; also reports
from the Relief Society, Savbbath
schools, Young Men’s and Young
Laules’ Mutual Tmprovement a8so-
ciations, which were received and
ndopted by unanimous vote.
ELDEK GEORGE REYNOLDS

addressed the cengregalion. He
roeferred to the importance of ac-
curacy uud completeness in such re-
ports as those which had been pre-
sented to the conferemce. Other-
wise they would lead to Mlse dedue-
tious upon which arguments were
often based to the detriment of the
people of God. He spoke of the
assurance pogsessed hy the Baiuts
tbat in spite of all their troubles
and trials the end and issue of all
would be glorious and gratifying o
those who endured unto the eund.
‘'he great claims put forth by this
people implied and iuvolved a cor-
responding responsibility, and it was
of the utmost importance that we
should faithfully sustain and bear
off that responsibility. There was
oo fault in the Gospel— God’s plan—
but there was fault in ourselves,
nnd dunger in deviating from the
path He has marked out.  The enc-
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mics of the 8aints were fond of point-
ing to isolated instances of depravi-
ty among the youth of Ilsrael—the
result of outside influences and
teachings—as legitimate results of
the practice of the principles of
“Mormonism.** And yet such
things, when properly viewed, were
in reality a testimony of the truth
of the religion from which sueh per-
sons have departed. ‘the Gospel
comprehends all that is good and
wise and pure and praiseworthy—
there is ne wrong that it will not”
rignt; it is a papacea for every ill.
Butif we do nol practice our prinei-
les we cannot reap the results
which flow from obedience. A mere
nominal standing in the Church
will oot suffice. The Gospel
is the power of God wunto
salvation unto all who believe and
obey, To all others it is n dead
letter. We are livipg in mom-
entous times and Priesthood nnd
people should be united and work
together for the success of the great
cause committed to ourcare. We
are told that all things shall work
together for the good of those who
love and serve the Lord. Were it
not sn, we might say, with Paul
“‘we are of all men the most miser-
able.”” What.-man today has wis-
dem, awanjed of God, to lead this
people out of their present troubles?
If {n man were our trust we should
fail, end fail miserably. But weire
uot o Jeft. God has not ceased to
reveal his will to his servants, and
out of darkness will spring lght;
ot of chavs will ecome forth order.
It will yet be found that all our
nersecutions and perplexities have
been for our best goud; that the
wrath of man praised God and that
to him belongsall glary.
ELDER ELTAS MORRIS,

by request, reported the condition
of the High Priests quorum, over
whieh he presides, There were at
present about 400 members. The
monthly meetings were well attvnd-
ed and were made interesting by
the delivery of lectures from hreth-
ren of intelligence and experience.
The Presidency of the HBtake, the
High Couneil, and the Bishoprle
were regularly represented at the
meetings. But the attendence could
be much better than it is, and there
was stil) great room for improve-
ment. He exhorted the I’riestbood
to repnewed diligence, He felt a
little nshamed at the amail attend-
ance .this morning. and thought
there was a Iack of faith exhibited
by those who remained away from
Lhis conference, or supposed they
were fulfilling their whole duty by
attemsding the Bunday mvetings.
Referred to the universal practice
of misrepresenting the Baints, and
the fewness of their friends in the
outside wyrd. But God was.our
friend, and His work would triumph
in the end.

COUNSELOR 0. W. PENRUSE
expressed his pleasure in the re-
raarks made during the meetings of
the coufereuce. Bome prople, he
said, go to meetings just for thesake
of woliig; other for the iunstructions
they receive and the spirit they en-
joy. Wemay not be able to re-
member all that 18 said by the vari-



