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TRAVELING difficulties
belen quitman county miss

february 27 1898

after our conference which was held
january and 1898 in ponto
loc county miss elder L
martin and myself were assigned to
labor in quitman county miss we
thought we were somewhat favored
in being appointed to labor together
as we both came in the mission fiela
together when we reached the edge
of our county we found that we had
eighteen miles of bottoms or swamps
to cross before we could get to where
the people lived and that it was very
muddy and dangerous crossing this
time of the year if a storm should
come up we might have to climb a
tree and take chances on a boat corn-
ing

com-
ing along and picking us up which has
been the case more than once with
people who have got caught in a storm
in these overflowed districts but we
hoped that providence would not per-
mit us to run into too great danger
witwithouthoxit forewarning us so we made
the start into the woods and swamps
we were quite particular fatat first about
getting our feet wet but presently we
splashed through the mud and water
over our shoe tops till I1 in the
afternoon when we came to a bayou
the other side of which we could not
beach without swimming we could
not do that and keep our clothes dry
so we started back on a different road
to what we went in on after travel-
ing it about four miles it intercepted
another road we decided that this
was our road and that we had been
lost this revived us somewhat and
we made another start after travel-
ing all day on a somewhat better croaa
to that of the morning we came to
captain william halls who served in
the cavalry under general

Xoforesterrester although he was crowded
for room having ten men
building new houses for hishie tenants yet
he took us in and made us welcome
we stopped with him till atterafter dinner
the next day and made an earnest in-
vestigatorvesti gator of him we left him tracts
and a voice of warning and he prom-
ised to purchase a book of mormon as
soon as he gets settled in his new house
after dinner we again made our way
through slush and mud for tourfour muesmiles
when we came to the mouth of cold
water river the ferry boat was part-
ly sunk having sprung a leak the
nightht bebeforefa re but the ferryman wasveveryy generousgenerou and put us over the river
in a skiff free of charge we then

t made our way up the river four miles
to a settlement where we stopped for
three days and held meetings dis-
tributedtributed tracts and sold a number of
books we again followed up the river
four more miles to the next settlement
river side formerly the county seat of
this county here we found one of the
finest plantations we have seen in the
south something over four miles in
length and two miles wide owned by a
jew a rich planter lepolian marks
mr marks received us very kindly and
appeared to know more about our mode

of traveling than most people of the
south who are accustomed to our
elders though he had never seen any
of them before when we informed
him of our business he granted us the
use of a fine church building in which
he owned a half interest he also said
that he would see that it was properly
prepared for us with lights and fire
he paid our bill at the hotel for six
days while we preached the gospel to
the people and disposed of much litera-
tureour next place was the county seatamt
we first called on the sheriff who
granted us the use of the court house
before we applied for it this is a very
fine brick building recently built court
convenes the first monday in next
month when a great many people will
be in the city from the surrounding
country when we expect to begin our
meetings we then called at the resi-
dence of mr john A cooper the
mayor whose welcome guests wewe are
at the present time

JAMES A LEE
north Alaalabamabaina conference

IN MIDDLE TENNESSEE

gainesboro tenn feb 21 1898
having many friends at home and

being unable to write them separately
as I1 would like I1 take the liberty of
writing them through the columns of
your valuable paper which is highly
esteemed each week by my companion
and I1 yea even all the elders of israel

may 17 1897 1I left my home in
fillmore utah in answer to a call
made of me by those in authority to
take a mission to the southern states
and there do the will of the father by
publishing the gospel of christ which
is salvation unto the obedient onmidgeMmayy
27 1897 1I was assigned to the middle
tennessee conference as my field of
labor soon after my arrival I1 came
to the conclusion that missionary workwark
was anything but pleasure and that
reports from returned elders were
published so as to encourage the youth
in this work but what a grand mis-
take I1 made through not having the
experience at that time which all
should havighav so as to realize the beauty
of being a soldier torfor the cross for
preaching christ and him crucified to
this people brings joy to the heart
contentment to the mind and satisfac-
tion

c
to the soul one consolation to all

of us who are not proficient in this
work is to know that in every gospel
dispensation the all wise creator took
the weak things of the world to con-
found the mighty and the foolish to
overcome the wise and should we
falter when the greatest of gods ser-
vants were poor fishermen by the sea
of galileeGal we axeare continually sowing
the seed of that plant which will by and
by flourish and blossom forth in sweet
flowers to brighten the rugged pathway
of life that testimonies for truth will
take the place of doubt so as to know
of the doctrine whether it be of god or
man

the people axeare becoming acquainted
with the elders of israel and the
prejudice that at one time existed in
their hearts is fast being removed and
kindness enters in its stead many can
see they have been and are at the
present time taught the commandments
and theories of man who only have a
form of godliness but deny the power
thereof while at home a young man
may not appreciate the gospel in its
fullness and purity after seeing what
the sectarian world offers we come to
the conclusion they have nothing

general jackson was great man
but no more so than axeare the inhab-
itants of jackson county where elder
james H yardley and the writer are
laboring at the present time unless
each neighbor gives us an invitation
home at the close of meeting he is not

up to times churches and school
houses we have free access to audand
most otof the time a good many to hewhear
us explain our faith or that of owour
fathers of which we are ambassadors
it is impossible to do as much as the
people would like for they want us
everywhere one of the conversions
which I1 witnessed the other day has a
similitude of that on the day of pente-
cost while peter spoke by the power of
god whale preaching several days ago
the spirit of the lord came on a lady
in such force that she came and wished
to be baptized making four honest
souls I1 have hahad the privilege of tak-
ing into the water while here of course
some who have cafcraftsts in danger axeare
trying to condemn and overthrow our
doctrine by telling something they have
read concerning our people in dime
novels but the more they find fault
the more friends we have it is impos-
sible to overshadow the work of the
allail powerful god

1 our worthy leader elder N P nel-
son of Spsprintsarinirini city utah is fast im-
proving this conference and his timely
letters are gratifying to us

I1 any one having friends or relatives
in this part wishing them to be called
upon can write to

JAMES A KELLY
gainesboro jackson co tennessee

WAYNE STAKE conference

ththee wayne stake quarterly confer-
ence convened at loa wayne county
utah february 26 and 27 1898

there were present of the council of
apostles elder george teasdale the
stake council
ors and patriarchs E H blackburn
and F W young elder willis E
robisonRobiaon president of the stake pre-
sided

after the usual devotional exercises
elder willis E robison made a report
of the stake in which he stated the
health of the people was good and that
they had never been tnin better financial
circumstances than at present the
priesthood are faithful in the perform-
ance of their duties and the stake is
in a thrifty and prosperous condition

the premontfremont lyman thurber giles
cainevilleCai neville TeasteasdaledaJe and loa wards
were reported by bishopsshops H E max-
field P J christensenChristenaen M W mans-
field levilev C white W E hanks
george coleman and benj F brown
respectively the reports showed tthele
wards to be in good condition meetings
fairly attended pastfast Offering and tith-
ing donations were paid more freely
than in the past the ward organiza-
tions axeare in good running order people
building on the new townsites selected
good feelings prevailing and the vari-
ous quorums of the priesthood axeare do-
ing efficient work

elder george teasdale complimented
I1

the saints torfor their industry and spoke
briefly upon the law of tithing and oth

i er subjects
at the afternoon session patriarch F

W young reported the condition of the
high priests quorum home mission-
aries and his labors as patriarch

elder joseph eckersley reported the
sunday schools to be in a very good
condition

elder seth tatattft reported ttiehe re-
ligion classes in operation as doing
well

elders Wilwilliamliani I1 callahan andrew
sander chas P ivin X3 tur-
ner william A keele jamesjaenes P knight
and peter A akelund then addressed
the congregation

other speakers were elder hans M
hansen of the stake presidency and
elder george teasdale

the letterlatter bore testimony that the
lord would send a desolating sickness
to purify the children of zion and
scarcely should the righteous escape
he pleaded with the youth of zion to


