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the following speechi deliveredAA in the
house of representatives Ffebruary 23
1870 byty ifonHondonthomasThomasthomss bitfitfischofFitcheb of evadanevada
willbewill be perused with greagresgreat Interinterestestbyby
oftonnounr reader the speech needs no euloerlo
glumgium from us it speaks for itself mr
fach ia a rising statesman he is one
ortheyof the youngest meliinln the house butbrt
hahshe has already made his mark in that
bbody0dy andan I1isis recognized as one witswitof ititsitii
moal eloquent

I1
and ableabla members

tathe6 house resumed the considera-
tion odtheth bill reported bomromfrom the comom
mitteeleon Territerritoriesterritorytorl known ig the
euieulCulcullomloin billBW and mr fitch arose and
smsaidsald jo 1 l

mihmio r nwre 13speaker that ihthathe provision of
thisthia bill reported by the committee ononi
the territories rigidly enforced would
put alfend to aipolygamyagamy in utah is in-
trinsically probable that the destruc-
tion ofaf polygamy igalisis a wise and laudable
purpose may be readily eondonconcededceded and
if buchsuch destruction were all that is in-
volved it would beba my duty toiua adyadvocatebeato
thisthih measemeasureia instead 0 itlt but
knowing something of the mormon
country and something more ofaf the
peculiar character andaud motives off the
peoplepedpie inhabiting that country I1iamlamam
impelled to the conviction that this
bill as law wod jarpvoke
consequences mostmoat Oroliprolificfiofic of laisjAis for
tune and entail results altogether hiafia

among these results may bobe includ-
eded ciritfirst the temporary obobstructioniaruetlou if
not the complete destruction of the
great overland railroad next utahufah
would bobe returned to the desolatedesolatenesshessbess
whichhonceonce reigned supreme upon her
soil again thethe growing industries of
a avastvast country would be checked alidand
the development of the pacific coast
seriously retnetretardedatileateled beyond allali this
thousands of brave men wouldbe slain
andi millions ofot treasure expended
notwithstanding thethot 0 0opinions of
the gentlemen who appeared etorebefore
the Territorial committee X fear that
the people of utah wouldgouldguldguid reregardgard tuethe1

passagee of thisthie bitbajj aalaai 4 declaration pi
carand would prepare with all the furyfary
and earnestness and zeal of fanatics to
enterenteupon a contest most bitter protract-
ededanaand bloddy the jesula of stichbuchsuch a
contest mootoo man canean doubtAPOL one liunbun 1

dreddied and fonforfortyti thousandd people how-
ever belks ogiApihoweverever Isolaisoladfedlfedji

hoiholhoweverveyer oaifaifavorediredbred by position and prcilcli
could not maintain themfi rq

selves akaiabaiagainstnat the power of the govern
abenti the cormonsmormons would be exterester

or driven aubaukbitbifit
with polygamy t us desroyeii adu-
ltery thus delocalizediced couconcubinagecon cubinage thus
scatteredtodi with virtuvirtueq and desolation
reigning supreme in a waste where on-
ly the jargon of the savage e
themhd stillness the rebuking verdict oradraofa
tax burdened people would be thalthat mhd
result accomplished watwa nopnounot worth thelahi

lagree with the distinguished gepgenti
tieman from illinois the chaiemchairmanI1 0ot

onoil t
to alirshrinkil

of a just and necessarysary war waged for
anim adequate cause bulbut I1 ask gentle-
menmerllerl nowabw the questionon WwithI1 which jhhe
country will vax them when through
the operation bof this bill a mormon
war cL have been precipitated
upon us what iaisi there in liyehbuchsuch
tva contest appealappealingipg to eitherelther the judg-
ment jhbthe conscience agor the patriotism
oft the people doesdoeh it16 kotacklotnotackjack all ohethe
elements which inspire men to go orth
to battlebattie iamlamI1 am not unmindful odtheortheof the
deedeep dldisgracericerhee to ahethe nation that thebargbaribarbarouss social practices of thewe
asiatic should bee unblushingly
pursued among a saxonbaxon peopleiaopie in
this noon ofbf the nineteenth century
I1 condemn this folly of the mormon
creed I1 am ailed with amazement and
pity atlit the voluntary degradadebradadegradationstion af
the mormon women I1 compassionatetf
while I1 abhor thaithat spirit be it a spirit

i af
sensuality or ofdf sacrifice which ignoignoresr
and repudiates that hollestholiest impulse of
ouroar nature that sweetestsweetestpst gift of0 god
that sacred passion which no0 mana cdcanean
feel at once for womenbome which nitoiid
womanoman can entertain for himI1 she doesdobs
not believe totd y her owown

but the brutruestion we consider is14 a
practical anuand notrot a sentimental oneofte arndarid
we mumustst deal witla facts as
this lytgam 1ietiesa community has been

intoin 0 strengthatren9th by the tolerance ofbf
this government we have given them
titleitile lands wevo have rerecognized
w f M 1l

H rama souson I1 7 afi e u

them in various ways we have permit-
ted them without interferenegnepjorvari
ing to collect adheadherentsrepts ankianji gain iberyrecruitsits
from all partsparta of euroeuropee their num-
bers havehaie swelled beyond our apprehen-
sions history mention
of a colony ofor equal agehwe0 more industri-
ous0us morrmoremore united moremory powerful or
more self sustaining they have towns
containing thousands of people with
newspapersnewsnewspapers and telegraph lines facto-
ries

pagersanand founderies hundreds of miles
southrouth of salt lake city they are in-
dustriousdustrious thrifty temperate they are
free from every vice comparativecomparativelyy ex-
cept polygamy and that according totb
their aroderod Isis no vice but a religious
duty

they believebelleve inig their faith as deedeeplyvisyas the mohammedanMaham believes in his
koran ortheor the Chrchristianitin in 1

ionign of his redeemer assailassali that faith
with armies and you will consolidate
and strengthen and infuse them with
inorelnore ardent zeal the I1gentlgentlemenenlen from
illinois mr cullom belldbelievesves that they
will make no reslresiresistancetande sir have theyy
faced the storm and the savage thetho des-
erf and disease tobetubetottor bo turned from their
tenets or driven from their convictions
by an actet of congress would any sen-
timent less earnest than passpassionatelonatoionato
tozealousaidusAldus fanatical beliefbellef have induced ha
people to go to suehsuch a distance from the
centresbentres otof civilizationon to accept such
contumely and undergo such sacrificesfido
and sullsuch toiltoll gentlemen are in error
if they suppose that no other purposese
than unbridled indulgencep 1inn grossgrosS
animalanimal camearneded the mormonscormons
to a life of privation and labor in utah
if such alone had been their purpose
perhaps they might have achieved icatit at
leeslegs cost less effort and lesless unpleasant
notoriety without crossing the missis-
sippi river the tree of degraded sensual-
ity does not bear the fruits of thrift and
industry ataddandd temperance

I1 do abtnot intend to apologiseapologizeapolapoi ogiseoglEe torfor the
unlawful acts of thatpeople butdutbutiI1 desire i

that thathe houserouse shall understand exactly
whatht we will undertake if we pass thiathis
bill afatif it laIs aftemtemptedVIP tad to enforce its

there ripritwillI1 be16 war if it Is
menacedenacted as ait law there will beue extensiveexten
preparations for wr I1 htow j

n not the of thee wiwitnessesn csci upon
whose testimonyrny the committee llave
Ppredicatedgeel thir actionnetlon appeal t
tbtejuju of gentlemen I1 appeal
thauthach history which 0orne onedasonehashiis wellweilelleil
saibajsaldsaid1 d 198 philosophy teaching by exam-
ple Y iflf icit iq rnocpt proprobablebabid chatalhahhat a people

hd believebelleve in their teliTelfeiongion as64 devou-
tlyi ashi dorthedathe mormonscormons will nightfight nnaanaanuianki ifii
heedn bebei diedle in ththe effort tbt preerpreservevb I1itt
fromorom andana so determined
shall we expeapeer them to await our ebilefactionibi lort
or hope that they wllwil postpone costill

the first gomcomcompany of the forty
thousand troops4 provided fioriti this bill
cineineancan raehrach even the bordersbordera of utah
sir they areure a practical people indeindie

of their pecullarpeculiar relirellreligiousgibus
views tieyat jretreireire perhaps fhethe mostmoat practi-
cal

racel
calcai epple onorf earthrthjtb they havehate made
social science a study their Inuuhrieuarie
armareM q afioperativeer

1

their meltbelt abnegationn
annnarinJ voluntary submissionsionofono discipline

ledd their organization audand
aptitude9 foforroifortolaglitOi are only equaled by theteboneyhoneylionilon ey makers whose dwelling place
and aboswhose habits furnish thefhehe symbol

I1andarld the their ten a coata
of arms a beehivebee hiveelvei with the 1legend

IIIlihby industry weI1 thriveliraye 22

As totaled beforebedore fheatethey would regard
the passage of thisthia billasbill as a declaration
bavarof wanwar and by a purpose eniy
lees dear to them than life itself they
aiu hasten to fortify and provision audandarmarn themselves they will promptly j

proceed to cutoff all meansmenns of comman
with the outside world with

their fAdIllipeslifes forfon organization therthey
could destroy iundJundhundredsreds of antles ofthathgrentgreat overland railroad in a week foheythey
could maijimaintaintaitatn a contest for monthermonths
perhaps for years of course couldcou d
finally conquer them becabeenbecausese we could
extettexterminateerminermia ate them butbat litiliit would cost
us millions upon milmiimillionsI1 ionstons ofdf treasure
it would cost us thousands upon thou
bandssands of lives it would cost Vus the in
ferrua tion of that travel which is per-
manentlymanently growing in importance and
which promises if undisturbed to ful-
fill the dream of columbus andfind make
america a new highway to the indies

sir the suppression of polygamy
would be purchased at too great a cost
I1 appreciate the argument of the gentle-
man from mr cullom f that
the honorof theahw

ination should be pre-
servedserved at whatwhateverever risk anetaner the maj
esty of its laws vindicated at whateverer
costcoat these are heroic sentiments and
claim a share of our reverence when-
ever we may deem that the honor of ththee
nation is lnin jeojeopardypirdy butbat I1 conceconceiveiva
that the moralinokai exigencies of utah call
for nond suchbuch braillsquanderingbring of blood and
treasurere as seems ta bebb involved

i i fT j j v1 ajihiihsiAJvit rile1

conditions of this bill polygamy
while it iato bad enough offers nomo chal-
lenge except educated sentiments
aforaofahppeopledop16 it no
with thee controlling power noenor asks
thefe nation to be responsible for its ex
istanceeneeence its advancementad ororitsits destinydlstiny
it assails no human right it assaultsassaultsnobnono
human privilege

if the question of national unity or
human freedom were involved I1 would
stand cereas did the representatives of
the people in the thirty seventh abild
thirty eighth congressesCongresseg and vote
money in countless milliomillionstid and men
in numberless hordes but this is a
question of no considerable importance
at least though we have sometimes
sought to make it appear so it repre-
sents a religiouslolis megrim which has as-
sumed an obnoxious form but which
pontgontcontainsains the elebleelementsments of its own des-
tructiontruc tion which interferes at least with
thetho tastes andiidrid p re rather than
athe interests of mankind and which
does notbot rheidhiserise to the a politi-
cal guestion it is simply the casecafe osla
handful ofmen and women who choosechaase
to govern themselves inlif their own way
and who with oneoue odious lexexceptioni

moremorg grievous to themselves than to us
seembeem to have made ofbf their method an
undoubted buesacsuccesseesscess we might make
diligent search tito find a community
morenore peaceful industrious ori r thrifty
than these mormonsMormonsmotis we might look
in vain eisoelsoelsewherewhere than in utah for
tellies without va brothel or gaininggaming
ildhouseu 8 e

polygamy and slavery havel somebome
timsurns been called twin reiles of barbar
Jslamiamm 11 that waswasaa takingg phrase snin the
chicago platform ofisof 185656 ttit had gc re-
sonantbonantsonant chime it maddmaderP good rallying
cry but while polygamy and felavery
may have been twin relics of barbarism
in thetb e senseabuse that they were ofoftequalquai an-
tiquityty and were both capable of being
sustained by scriptural authority they
were not equal in present importance
or in possible consequences 81slaveryhiery
rested upon confilscompulsionionlon and drew itaits

1
I1 vitavitalizingklizing force fromom oppression poly-
gamy911 depends upon persuasion and
1ieansleans1

arhaths
yuupon itsita own didistortedd tnterpheti

tion of the divine philosophy beaveryslavery
waswaawap incorporated into the Isolitidal
andana social frainetraine work ofa statesslates4tes
polygamyjv Is a pariah which habhas nnedfled to0
thedthe desert forfinorfi11 home slavery was thehebalsbais brabrn system papolyly
RTramygamynY 1Is anAn excrescence a i
rigabigy industrial uti slaveryry

apteprevented a free press and prohibited
na blyotyI1 unable boprelopre
iventioneone jhb publication of ann anti marmon
paper in city and antiantl poly
ramygamy archeldare heldheid witti in bight of
residencethe of brigham young slayslav-
eryery arrogant by tolerancece asdgastasii

sailed tuthe andslid defied its I1lawsh B

polygamy reeble andana subject obeys
cybry statute except that which tthreat-
ens

rea
its existence and seeksleeks obscurity i

beyond the resreareachreathon of civilization
allali lasof thethoth united Statesand ofdf

utahufah are obeyed0budd in utah except thothe an
ti polygamy aib the very s

oion whosechose testimony tefolhe committed
hatohavo framed bill bvaverredflud that in 41ailall
criminal or civilavi actions Vwherehdrd
gamy waswaa notn 0t involved herheeh6 neverneven meadwd
fairertatter deoppeopled16td16i that luiiri suitspuit between
mocormona inandd genOenlilea juriesjakiel
0op linimpartialpartial jujustuceficai

the truthfruth iais tthatthabat ourconrouioni system ofiok gov
heininent Is unfit adeal with apoavoproblemblembiem
such asagthethe question presents
0 ti v s apon the
anandaudd ifft of theahe pepeoplepid ourourout

Ove widIs ja in public0oursu rra is h of opinion fram
edea into law andsyia lawa ba ed bby
0opinion anare OVapt to remain
every county 0 every state and terri
adry iis in somebome extent seifself governed
and independent if the people ofdf any
county tacitly agree thatthita a particular
crime shallshail notnob be considered aa crime if
committed within that county what jia
to be done about it if krandgrand juries
perilspersistentlyetitly refuse totd finafind indictmentspetItor petit luriesjuries verdicts
of not guilty for that particularartleularcular
crimecrime there is nano way to felichreach the
matter or punish the offenders through
the ordinary processes alidand means pekper-
mitted

i
republican form of gov-

ernmentermern ilentment there Wi no powerpowen vested in
executive or judge offenders
beyond the limits of their state forsor
trial cases of thisthia character eancan be
reached only by andingfinding such evidence
ofbf an varlaralarmedivied and general consdonsconspiracypiracy toa
resist the laws a0 to authorize the sus-
pensionbension or clbilvil authority within the
infectedinfected district and the interposition
of military mieale the remedyis expen-
sive and its frequent useiise mostmose danger
oilsotisous to Tepublican government it

never be resorted to axceexcept iiiilin
extreme auddisand desperatedisper casebcases I1 do0 not
bellevebelieve

H thattieththat
I1
atthethe

1
bpresentse t jjis

1

suehsuchifch a one
I1 1 I1 t I1
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but it may be asked shall we dadonothing shall we allow this defiance
of the authority of the united Stastattestoes to
continue shall we permit brigham
young and his followers to pursue the
practice of polygamy without any eeararw
neat effort to suppress it I1 answer

I1

1

siror that I1 bellebeliebelievebellevevp polygamy has run
its course I1 believe that the rallnailrailroadroddroad
which deprived the mormonscormons of theintheir
isolation has struckkItit a mortal blowbiowlovloi
every bell resounding
through the gorges of the Wasatwasatchdh
mountains ia sounding ita death knell
I1 believe in the persuasive power of

i progress and the logical forcesorce of altri
lionilontion I1 believe that for want of the in-
vigoratingvigorating elemaidemerit of truth the institu
tionlion decay I1 do not believebelleve
that a practice which is at war with tbt
interests if societyy hostilehosti lettoleitoto the spirit
bfof the age and opposed to the lnainstinctsinatinastinUs
of human nature can even when sus-
tained by religionsellilous convictions mmain-
tain

aijaklis
itself against the silent insiinsl uslej

persistent resistless assaultassaults of the so-
cial forces arrayed against it 16already since the railroad was com
plated a schism has grown up in the
mormon church which its president
seems powerless to healadal or subdue
they have given the women the ballot
and howsoever the mormon wifewile
may vote now howsoever she may
vote to maintain her social status or
ministerminster to her physical wantsants howhon

religiousreligions convictions may impel
herbelr onnonorron circumstances restrain her7

howsoever ignorant or poor she may be
copner or later the assaulted imprison-
ed outraged instinct of human nature
will arise and vindicate themselves
The house will be overturned upon the
heads of the captors possibly indeed j
they who but now have given the bal-
lot xo

0
o the women of utah have led a

blind sampson to the pillars of their
temple

utah ifas no longercolonger isolated in thatihai

t
fact alone thethothefhe days of polygamy 1

aireare
numbered jongasSobolongionglong as an iceberg re-
mains locked in polar fields it dares
the assaults ofilio elements but when
wa galtgait waves come stealing
updp iram the southbouth they detach it from
its surroundings they float itlk awayhway
ttektetieyeat outaouti piedapiece hereikerd andarid crumble

fragment therethene until gosomebomefheine day
foundationsits trere gone ardit tumblesbumbles
ailthaithithaa grashgnash into ohlathe ocean and the
process repeatedaa I1ed until ththereereare Is noth
inglefinglefc p i mark its existence saveasavea a
bwll in14 ae water which the gulfguif
stream bradieradicatesates barr thisthib1arg bas stood iliiii
chesre ajaj amerleanamericanmerican deseridesert swellingits i
frost bought proportions farfor 94 guarquar-
ter off aj J 9venturyentury but the railroad
has ifit fromromf itslis fastenings
anait floatsfwithout
thetshei surroundingng ocean of ccivili
A wave cashes down from the rrailroadoaad
and ninmin4 pj inthe church d

miners nindfind precious metalsz ethis
in thathel audaanaaand hotheranother wave rolisrollsadlla
in from ehsteast 0r west and makesmakea jar
chasm in the family1llyliy circle thus tietirtle0
elementselement4 ofog destruction ar busy about
it blameSome daiyday not farfan off death wllwIll
caelamm thetho grat 0iagan insing executive
brainbraja foods JH together paisyalsyirig

and hushing thepotent
V9 ic0 1 t11 a V jihhiihablbabis led nyitylwillingI1 men and
women through
wastesWAste9 neiyeinetherither doadox the
alestiain margh 0f events shallhail be long
stayed or obstructed evaheven perhapsperhaps till

fatfai chich awaits us allnilgaiiMallahall have
executed its plans j

X predictt ththatthitat the page of
that greatprest leader brigham
young grasping faiq prophecies whdeh
startstant from levery footprintfoot printrefit ofbf progress
acrosslacross the land he has redeemed from
sullen Vvoldvoid hulkhuikal11 strangletiAng le polygamy
bbyF a8 revelation adt thisthia prepetiondiction ahallshall ibebe verlnerbilled oror liotriot poly-
gamy is doomed naturalsaturni causes will
workwork ita speedy decay the bisinbisintee

within itself winwiH destroy
it the consciences the impulses apee
very passions of mankindmankim conspire
against it but if we assailassali it in suchbreh a
spirit of violence and venom as we ex-
hibit towards the vices of no other com-
munity if wdwe recklessly change the
jury system in order to reach this
one blot upon pur national escutcheoni

provide for a violation of ailaliallill the prac-
tices

c
and usages of republican govern-

mentmenti if weWo attack it as this bill pro-
posesoses with packed juries backed byiinesfineslinesiines of bristling steel we shall consoli-
date while we would scatter we shall
finite forces which we would dissolve
weWO shall intensify the elements we
would destroy we shall vitalivitalize if we
shalliotshallahalL not perpetuate by very means of
officious and unjustifiable persecution
ithelither tenets we would expunge or wholly
destroy unless indeed at immense
cost of life and money we hurl against
vopolygamyygamy so much of armed fareforcee as to

1 r if t
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