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JHE DESERET NEWS.

SPEECH OF IION,. THOMAS FITCH, OF
NEVADA, ON THE “CULLOM BILL.”

The following speech,deliveredin the
House of Representatives, February 23,
1870, by Hon. Thomas Fitch,of Nevada,
will be perused with great interest by
our readems. The speech needs no eulo-
ginm from us; it speaks for itself, Mr.
Fitch is a rising statesman. He is one
of the youngest men in the House; but
he has already made his mark in that
body, and is recognized as one of its
most eloquentand able members,

The House resumed the considera-
tion of the bill reported from the Com-
mittee on. Territories, known as the
“‘Cullom Bill,”” and Mr. Fitch aroseand
said: '

Mr, Speaker,that the provisions of
this bill reported by the Committee on,
the Territories, rigidly enforced, would
put an end to po Pgam in Utah is in-
trinsically probable. That the destrae-
tion of polygamy isa wise and laudable
purpose may be. readily conceded; and
if such destruction. were all that is in- |
volved it would be my duty to advocate
this measure instead of opposing it: but
Enowing something of the Mormon
country, and something more of the
peculiar character and motives of the
people inhabiting that country, I am
impelled to the conviction that this
~ bill, ifenforeced as law, would provoke

gonsequences most prolific of misfor-
tune and entail results altogether un-
apprehended.

Among these results may be includ- |
od, first, the temporary obstruction,if

not the complete destruction, of the |

great overland railroad. Next, Utah
would be returned to the desolateness
which onee reigned supreme upon her
soil. Again, the growing industries of

| more ardent zeal. The |

| centres of* civilization; to aceept such:

them in various ways; we have permit-
ted them without interference or warn-{ wi
ing to collect adherents and gain recruits | lenge except to‘the educated sentiments
from all parts of Europe. Their num- | of a people. It msakes no interference
bers have swelled beyond our apprehen- | with the controlling power, nor asks
sions. History nowhere makes mention | the nation to be responsible for its ex-
of a colony of equal age more industri- | istenee, its advancement, or its destiny.
ous, more united, more powerful, or | It assails no human right; it assaults no
more self-sustaining. They have towns | human privilege. |
containing thousands of people, with | If the quesfion of national unity or
newspapers and telegraph lines, facto- | human freedom were involved I would
ries and founderies hundreds of miles | stand here,as did the Representatives of
south of Salt Lake City. They are in- | the people in the Thirty-Seventh and
dustrious, thrifty, temperate; they are | Thirty-Eighth Congresses, and vote
free from every vice comparatively, eX- | money in countless millions and men
cept poly ¥, and that according to|in numberless hordes. But this is a
their creed is no vice, but a religious | question of no considerable importance
duty. at least, though we have sometimes

They believe in their faith as deeily sought to make it appear so. It repre-
as the Mahammedan helieves in his | sénts a religious megrim which has as-
Koran or the Christian in the'crucifix-{ sumed an obnoxious form, but which
ion of his Redeemer. Assail that faith | contains the elements of its own des-
with armies and you will consolidate | truction, which interferes at least with
and strengthen and infuse them with | the tastes and prejudices ‘rather than
ntlemen from | the interests of mankind, and which
Illinois [Mr. Cullom] believes that they | doesnot rise to the dignity of a politi-
will make no resistance. Bir, have they | cal question, It is simply the case ofa
faced the storm and the savage, the des- | handful of men and women who choose
ert and disease, to be turned from their | to ﬁﬂ?ern'themaelvea in their own way,
tenets or driven from their convictions | and who, with one odious exeeption
by an act of Congress? Would any sen- | more grievous to themselves than to us,
timent less earnest than passionate, | eeem to have made of their method an
zealous, fanatical belief have induced a | undoubted success. We might make
people to go to such a distance from the | diligent search to flnd a community
more peaceful, industrious, or thrifty
than these Mormous. We might look
in vain elsewhere than in Utah for
cities ;without a brothel or gaming-
house,

Polygamy and glavery
tims been called “twin relics of barbar-
ism.,”  That was a taking phrase in the
Chicago platform of 1856, [t had g re-
sopant chime; it madéa zood rallying
cry. But while polygamy and slavery
may have been twin relics of barbarism
in the sense thatthey were of equal an~
tiquity, and were both capable of being
sustained by seriptaral authority, they
were not equal in present Importance
or in possible uences. - SBlavery

conditions of this bill.

Polygamy,
while it is bad eno

h, offers no c¢hal-

contumely and undergo such sacrifices
agltl ]fueh toil? Gelilt'lsement E.I"E in error
if they suppose that no other pu e
than unbrigled indulgence inp Eprggi
animal sensualism carried the Mormons
to a life of privation and labor in Utah.
If such alone had been their purpose

erhaps they might have achieved it at

ess cost, less effort, and less unpleasant
notoriety, without erossing the Misgis-
sippi river, The tree of degraded sensual-
ity does not bear the fruits of thrift and
industry and temperance.

1 do not intend to apologise for the
unlawful acts of that people, but I desire
that the House shall understand exaectly
what we will undertake if we pass this

T

a vast country would be checked, and

the development of the Pacific coast | provisions there will be war. If it is
seriously retarded. Beyond all this, | enacted as a law there will be éxtensive
thousands of brave men would be slain, | preparations for war. T know thatsuch [ tion'of th
and millions of treasure  expended. |is not the opinion of the witneésses u

Notwithstanding  the .
the gentlemen who app: )
the Territorial Comamittee, I fear that
the people of Utah; would regard the

oL _ ry which
passage of this bill as a. declaration of | said is “ph‘floqophy

war,and would prepare with all the fury
and earnestness and zeal of fanafics to
enterupon acontest most bitter,protract-
ed and bleody, The_result of such a
eontest-no man ¢an doubt, One hun-
dred and forty thousand people, how-
ever self sustaining, however isolated,
however favored by pesition and. cir-
cumstances; eould not maintain them-
selves againat the power of the Govern-
ment.  The Mormons would be exter-
minated or driven eutof Utah. B i,
with polygamy. t' us destroved, adul-
tery thus delocalized, concubinage thus
scattered, with virlue and desolation
reigning supreme in a waste where on-
ly the jargon of the savage disturbed
the stillness, the rebuking verdict of a

opinions. . of [ whose testimony the committee have | and social fra
peared.  before pgedicgtegi their action. But T appeal to pul{m_y-iﬂi pariah whi¢h h

rested upon mmﬁgﬁinn’:_nnd drew  its
vitaliz[gg force from oppression; poly-
gamy, ¢ penids ‘upon persuasion’ and
Jeans upon its own distorted flnteglarew’-‘
e divine philosophy. ‘Blavery
pon | was incorporafed into thaﬂtvﬁ,poﬂtim
amework of fifteen States;
as fled to

e rt for a home. Slavery waa the
-'.t;}_a vast industrial system; poly-

' . ruthg-

avery

8is
I;::' smy {8 an excrescence Upon a
g "i"ﬁd_ﬁutﬂalg experimg? LB
rohibited
amy is unable to pre-

g'reﬁented',ahﬁeu press and

freé speech; m{ ny is 't .

vent th_u'gub. tion of an anti-Mormon
paper in Balb Lake City, and anti-poly-
_ gamy meetings are held within sight of
postpone hostili- | the residence of Brigham Young. Slav-
Hnny of the forty | ery, grown :

bill, Ifit is attemapted to eanforee its

e judgment of gentlemen, T'appeal to | th
hat histo |

:

gome one has well
_ teaching by exam-
le,””if 1¢ ia not'probable that a peaple
ho believe in their religion as devout-
ly as dothe Mormons will fight, and if
need be die in the effort to' preserve it
from annihilation; and so determined,
ghall we expect them toawait ouraction
or hope that they will

ties until the first com ) “‘arrogant by ‘tolerance,’ as-
thoasand troops provideéd forinthis biil | sailed the ‘Bation and defied its 1aws;
can réach even the borders 6f Utah? | polygamy, ““féeble and subjeet, obeys
Bir, they are a practical people, Inde- | every statute except that which threat-
pendently of their peculiar religious | ems its existence, and seéeks obscurity
_Views they are perhaps the most practi- | beyond the reach of civilization.

cal people on earth. They have made |  Alllaws of the United Btates and of
social scienee & study; their industries | Utah are obeyed in Utal exeept thean-
are co-operative; their self-abnegation | ti-polygamy aet. . The very witness up-
and volantary submission’to discipline | on* whose testimony
are unparali.led; their organization aud | have framed this bill averred that in all

tax-burdened peeople would be that the
result accomplished was not worth the
sacrifiee involved., |

I agree with the distinguished gen-
fleman from Illinois, the ._4::-.'1111.411-1'1:1a%l
the Committee on the Territories, t

of & just and HW'WH, waged for | h
an adequate cause. - But I ask gantla- of war, and panoplied by a purpose only | Our gn*{:ﬁn‘ni%n

men now the question, with which {h
g:ntry will vex them when throug

v st Siate L £8 o)

a contest ap ng to either the judg-
ment, thé conscience, or the patriotism
of the people? Does it not-lack all the

apon - us:

of |0
| that | “By industry we ihrive.”
weoughtnot toshrink from the expesse | ' A8 T stated

operations of this bill a Mormon | arm themselves.
war shounld have been  precipitated | proceead to cut off all
in such | ication with the outside world.

elements which inspire men to go forth

to battle? I am not unmindful of the|p

d
b ous social ﬂaﬂﬂwu
Asiatiec should be .

3 among & -Saxon
this noon of the nineteenth centu
I condemn this fo
gréed. I am filled wi
the Mormon women, ionate
while I abhor that
sensuality or of sacrifice, which ignores
and repudiates that holiest impulse of

I compass

our nature, that sweetest gift of God, |

that sacred
feel at onece for two women, which no

eep disgrace to the nation that the | finally conquer them, because we could | committed within that coun
of  the | exterminate them. But it would cost |to be done about it? If
unblushingly | us millions upon millions of treasure;
ople  .in | it would cost us thousands upon thou-|or
ry. | sands of lives; it would cest us the in- | of
of the Mermon | terruption-of that travel whieh is per-
amazement and | manently growing in importance, an
pity at the woluntary degradation of | which promises,

irit; be it a spirit of | America a new highway to the Indies. | ernment. Thereis no

passion whieh no man ean | man from Iillinois

aptitude for toil are only equaled by the | criminal or civil sctions ‘where 'poly-
boney-makers, whose dwelling place | gamy was not involved hé néver met's
and whose habits furnish the symbol %ﬂil‘,‘ﬂi‘ people; that in suils between
and the motto for their teriitorial eoat | Mormons and Gentiles Mo
“arms—a bee-hive, with the legend, | doimpartial justice. ~
The truth is that our system 'of gov-
y would regard | ernment is ntifit to'dedl with a problem
&s 8 declaration | such as the Mormon question preésénts,
t rests upon the virtue

|

ormon juries

, before, the
the passage of this bill

legs dear to them than life itself they | and intel ce of 'th ple. " Oar |
will hasten to fo and provision and | government ' is conducted “in public,
hey 1 promptly | Ours is a government’ of opinion fram-

means of commun- | ed into law; and ‘laws 'unsustained b
their, facilities fi rganizati '?!:th ¥ 'mintun ‘mt?pgf*to "Bm:n mi'lﬁ'!’rqr
eir. facilities for o ation ey TY coun eve and Terri-
could destroy hundreds of miles of the tm.g is in some -exgnt self-governed
great overland railroad in a week. They | and inde nt. " If the peopleof any
conld maintain a contest for months, | county tly agree thata particular
erhaps for years. Of course we could | erime shall not be eonsidered a crime if
ty, what is
. , rand juries
rﬂiu{.bn‘:H refuse to find indictments,
petit juries regularly return verdicts
““not guilty’ for that particular
crime, there ia no way to reach the
d | matter or punish the offenders through
undisturbed, to ful- | the ordinary processes and means per-
Columbus unﬁ make | mitted under a republican form nung
‘N0 pOwer ves
Bir, the suppression of polygamy | executive or judge to take offenders
would be purchased at too great a cost. | beyond the limits of their State for
I appreciate the argument of the gentle- | trial, Cases of this character ean be
- Pir. Gullom_g]‘, that | reached only by finding sueh evidence
the Lonor of the nation should be pre- | of an armed and general conspiracy to

pe

fill the dream of

woman can entertain for him she does

not believe to be exclusively her own. | esty of its laws vindicated at whatever

But the we consider is a

practieal

estion

d not a sentimental one, and | elaim a share of our reverence when- | of mili

served at whatever risk, and the maj. | resist the laws as to autherize the sus-
nsion of civil anthority within the
cost. Theseare heroic sentiments, and | infected district and the in ition
rule. The remedy is expen-

we must deal with facts as they exist. | ever we may deem that the honorofthe | sive, and its uent use most danger-

This polygamic eommunity has. been | nation is in" jeopardy. But I conceive | ous
‘ﬂunaf‘intoutrmgth' by the tolerance of | that the mnr;l ex e:ywiaa of Utah ecall |sh

this Government. 'We have given them | for no such squandering

to Trepublican government, It
owld never be resorted to except in

of blood and | extreme and desperate cases. I do not

btleto their lands; e have recognized | treasure as seems to be involved in the | believe that the present is such a one,

have some-’

53

But, it may be asked, shall we do
nothing? Shall we allow this defianece
of the authority of the United States to
1 continue? - Shall we permit Brigham
Young and his followers to pursue the
praetice of polygamy without any ear-
nest effori to suppress il? I answer,
sir, that 1 believe polygamy has run
its course. I believe that the railroad
which deprived the Mormons of their
isolation has struck it & mortal blow.
Every locomotive bell resounding
| through the gorges of the Wasatch
mountaing is sounding its death-knell.
I believe in the persuasive power of

rogress and, the logical force of attri-
ion. I believe that for want of the in-
vigorating element of truth the institu-
tion will fall to decay. I do not believe
that a practice which is at war with the
interests of society, hostile to the fil.)niﬂt
of the age, and opposed to the instinets
of human nature, can, even when sus
tained by religious convictions, main-
tain itself against the silent, insidious,
persistent, resistless assaulis of the so-
cial forces arrayed against it.

Already, since the railroad was com-
pleted, a schism has grown up in the
Mormon Church which its president
seems powerless to beéal or subdue.
They have given the women the ballot;
and howsoever . the Mormon wife
may . vote now; howsoever she may
vote to maintain her social status or
minister to her physical wants; how-
soever religious convictions may impel
her or iron circumstances restrain her;
bowseever ignorant or poor she may be,
sooner or later the assaulted, imprison-
ed; oulraged instinets of human nature
will' arise and vindicate themselves.
The house will be overtarned upon the
heads of the captors, Possibly, indeed,
they who but now have given the bal-
lot to the women of Utah have led a
blind Sampson to the pillars of their .

the committee |

temple. _

-Utah is no longer isolated. In that
fact alone the days of polygamy are
numbered. Solong as an iceberg re-
mains locked in pelar fields it dares
the assaults of the elements: but when
the salt summer waves ecome stealing
up from the south they detach it from
its. surroundings, they float it away,
they eat out a piece here and crumble
away a frn?ment there, until some day
its fopndations are gone and it tumbles
with a crash into the ocean: and the
pro ds repeated until there is noth-
ing left  to mark its existence save a
gﬁ ‘im thadn watarhi which %ﬁ (Ell:ilf

eam speedily era W . DIT, 8
social iceberg bas stood in the midst of
the great American desert, swelling its
frost-bound; proportions for 3 'quar-
ter of . a century; but fhe road

has unmoored it from its fastenings,

| and. it floats without rudder or pilof in

the surrounding ocean of civilization.
A wave washes down from the railroad
and makes & chasm inthe church., Ad-
venturous - miners find precious metals
in the vicinage, and another wave rolls
in from KEast or West and makes a
chasm in the family circle. Thus the
-elements of destruction rare busy about
it, - Bome day, not far off, death will
claim the great organzing executive
brain wghich holds 1% fogether, palsying
the mighty will and hushing the potent
voiceé that has led willing men and
women through tracklessand untrodden
-wastes, Neither do I believe that the
‘majestic march of events shall be lon

stayed or obstructed ev rhaps til
u?a’t fate which awaits ﬂﬂmal{):h have
executed ita plans. 4 mpig

J

I prediet that the sagacious mind of
that great .Mormon. leader, Brigham
Young, grasping the p;ofghauiaa whieh
start from every foot-print of progress
aCross thall;nd ﬂf has radaemelﬂ from
sullen void, will strangile polygamy
by a revelation. But whether this pre-
diction shall be verified or not poly-
gamy is doemed. Natural causes will
work its speedy decay. The disinte-
g forces within itself will destroy
t. The congciences, the impulses, the
v passions of mankind conspire..
ﬁnat it. But if we assail it in such a
spirit of violence and venom as we ex-
hibit towards the vices of no other com-
munity; if we recklessly change the
jury system, snd in order fo re this
one blot upon our national escutcheon
provide {i‘nr a violation ogﬁnll the prac-

tices and usages of republican gove
ment; if we attacfk iE as this bill pro-

ses, with pdcked juries backed b

ines of bristling steel, we shall consoli-
date while we would scatter, we shall
unite forces which we would dissolve;
we shall intendify the elements we
would destroy; we shall vitalize if we
shall not perpetuate very means of
officious and unjustifiable - persecution
the tenets we would expunge or wholly
destroy, unless, indeed, at immense
cost of life and money, we hurl against
polygamy so much of armed force as to



