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. AT HOME AND ABROAD.

New York, Feb. 18.—=MIsa Frances E.
Willard, president of the ‘Woman's
«Christlan Temperance Unlon, died
shortly after midnight . this (Friday)
morning at the Hotel Empire, this ¢ity,
At the bedside of Mlss *“Willard at the
time of her death were her nieces, Mrs.
W, W. Baldwin, Mrs. L. M. Stevens,
vice president of the W. C, T. U.; Mlss
Anna M. Gordon, Miss Willard's sec-
retary, and Dr. Alfred K. Hill. Miss
wiilard had been lIt for about three

weeks, Dr. Hill made the followlng
atatement tonlght:
Chilcago, Iila.,, Feb, 13,—For thirty

minutes today the wheat market was
‘the scene of more excitement than has
been witneased since the bull eampaign
in wheat started some months ago.
May wheat opened at 103 @ 104, and
at one time sold at 109, the highest
point reached during the recent De-
cember squeeze, and an advance of
§1% over yesterday’s figure. Juiy showed
equal strength, bringing 94%, when
May was at Its highest point.

The market was strong from the
start on confirmation of the reported
gales In Eurcpe of 4,000,000 bushels of
Leiter's wheat and on reports of the
shipment of 600,000 bushels Leiter wheat
at Duluth all rail to the seabord.

About an hour fromh the elose an at-
tempt to protect weekly 'calls’” brought
out the ract that the market was prac.
tically bare of offerings. Prices began
to advance rapldly under anxious bld-
ding. At the same tlme Ailen and
Grler, Lelter's brokers, crowded July.
Call for margins came {n and the
pit from a condition of comparative
qulet became o perfect bedlam.

It was impossible to buy \wheat, and
prices jumped % a cent at a time as
shorta tried to cover. At the top longs
reallzed heavily and prices broke sharp-
1y, but shorts had been so thoroughly
frightened that fluctuations were raptd
and violent to the close. May wound
up at 106 bid, an advance of 21§ centa.
July closed 3% cents higher at 92,

Chicago, Feb. 19.—The Journal today
says: It s pretty well establishea in
inaide cireles about the board of trade
that within the past ten days there has
beepn turned into eash in two Chicago
.banks on La Balle street about $6,000,-
000 for Joe Leiter’'s account. This is
confirmation of the sale of the wheat
Within 48 hours ocean tonnage has
been taken at a very low rate on four
milion bushels to the leading English

rts. Favored people, who had the tip
on the heavy deposits with the banks,
were getting all the wheat possible on
sort spots yesterday.”

Montreal, Feb. 18.—Joseph A. Mercer,
brother of the late premier, backed by
Immense capital has just econcluded =z
deal with the government by which he
has the sole right to dredge 240 milles
.w0f rivere in the heart of the Klondike
sdistriet.

The arrancgement ig from five to eight
.mlles on each side of the river in the
Klondike district, An Immense sum of
-money has been paid for the privilege,
but the present owners of these have
no intention of operating them them-
pelves.
the scheme on the London and Ameri-
.can markets, and Mr. Mercler says that
while for the present the names of the
‘men interested are not to be made pub-
1ic, they are mortly New Yorkers, and
it wlll undoubtadly be mostly New
"York money that will handle the deal
for the present. A cable from London
-gaya Londoners approve the acheme, aa
4t im known there that gold lles in the
Thedn of all the rivers, but the English
requlre further particulars before in-
-westing thetr money.

“"That means,” s'nld Mr.

The idea ja simply to launch.

'
Mercler,

“that American capital will control
fully two-thirds of the undertaking.”

It iz estimated that between $500,000
and $600,000 will be pald for the lease
before the actual dredging commences.

Topeka, Kan., Feb. 13 —The final step
in the program of the sale of the Kan-
8aB Pacific railroad was taken today
when the entire line from Kansas City
to Denver waa sold under the con-
eolldated mortgage for $8,000,000. Judge
W. D. Cornlsh read the decree and
offered the property for sale. Mr. Alvin
W. Kech bid it in for $8,000,000.

But few people outside of rallroad
men and attorneys interested in the
matter were present at the aale today.
The party arrived at the Union Pa-
cific depot a few minutes before 11
o'clock, and just at the hour Judge
Cornish started to read the decree of
forclosure under the consolidated mort-
gage. When he finish, Mr. Krech offered
the sum of 38,000,000, for the reorgan!-
zatlon commilttee, and the matter
was ended. This completes the sale of
the Kansas Pacific rond and all llens
against the property, government and
otherwlise, are now wiped out.

The attorneys and rallroad men wlit
leave Topeka for thelr respective
homes this afternoon.

Wilkesbarre, Pa., Feb. 19.—Instead of
closing the commonwealth slde of the
Lattimer case today, as had been ex-
pected, District Attorney Martin was
obliged to ask the eourt to adjourn un-
til Monday. He said that attachments
had been issued for two important wit-
neszen, that they could not he found,
and probably would not be produced
until Monday. Only two witnesscs were
heard thie morning, John A. Quazzo,
who was ahot in the foot at Lattimer,
and Mra. Cary Gallagher, the mother of

Misem Grace B. Coyle, the school
teacher. Their testimony wag not Im-
portant.

London, Feb. 19.—The Saturday Re.
view confirms the report that the Chi-
nese loan will, after all, be made by
Great Britaln and says:

"We are infortned that the prellm-
Inary contract has actually been
signed.The delay in the fulflliment is
causged by the Chinaman's joy In dally-
ing over a bargain,”

The foreigcn office does mot conflrm
the statement of the Saturday Review,

Lima, Peru, via Galveston, Feb. 15—
The presa of Buenos Ayres says the
complaints as to the inefficlency of the
Chilian army publish¢d in the ChiHlan
newspapers are intended as a ruse to
deceive the Argentine government.

Vice President Billinghurst of Peru
has left Valparalso for Vinamar and
there |s considerable anxiety to ascer-
taine {f the diaputes between Peru and
Chili have heen satiafactorily adjusted,

London, Feb. 21.—Great activity lIs
manlifested by the colonial office, the
‘West African department, and among
the high milltary officers who are going
out to the Lagos Hinterland. The Ilatter
are inglined to distredit the news which
reached Akassa Niger coant protector-
ate yesterday, to the effect that two
French expeditions are advancing to-
wards Sokoto, ecapltal of the sultanate
of that name, which {8 within the Brit-
{sh sphere of influence, but adds that
ff the news should be conflrmed it must
be followed by o declaration of war.

The 8t. James Gazette, commentlng
on the subject, sayna’

“If the invaslon of Skoto is directed
from Paris #t admits but of one !nter-
pretation and the seriousness of the
situation s Increased when It Is remem.

bered that these lnvasions of Britlsh
territory must have bheen planned
weeka ago, before‘the present ferment !
in Paris over Dreyfus. It would appear

that the French cahinet, foreseeing the
revelations which would be caused by
the trial of M. Zola, had determined to
bring affailrs in Africa to a crisis to
secure- a renewal of {ts popularity,

Washington, D. C., Feb. 2l-=In tha
case of William Griece and others under
Indictment In Texas for violating the
anti-trust law of that state, the U. B.
Supreme court today held that the
federal clrcult court had interfered in
granting & writ of habeas corpus when
no proper exigency arose for such In-
terference, and therefore reversed the
declsion, remanding the prisoners to
the custody of the atate ofilclals. The
court dld not enter upon the merits of
the antl-trust law.

8t. Louls, Feb. 21.—A speclal to the
Globe-Democrat from Montrey, Tex.,
BAYS:

The new wharf at Tampico, con-
structed by the Central Raliroad un-
der government supervision, was total-
ly destroyed by fire Sunday,

The fire started in a box car on the
enst end of the wharf and qulckly
spread to the sheds. The cause of the
fire I8 unknown. The Ward Line steam-
er Yumuri wus along side the whart
and turned the first stream on the fire,
but without avall, and to escape the
flames she had to steam up the river.
T. C. Robinson, the engineer in charge,
while fighting the fire was injured by
falllng timbers and will probably dle.
The construection of the wharf was
comenced In july, 1896, and It was to be
one of the finest on the Spanish coast.
Ita length was 2,676 feet, and all is
burned.

The custom house, under conatruction
and nearly completed, was damaged to
the extent of about $800,000,

The total logs on wharf, custom house
and merchandise 1s nearly $2,000,000,
fultly insured.

New York, Feb. 12.—The World aays:
Rear Admiral Franecis M, Bunce U.
8 NN., commandant of Brooklyn navy
yard, and until a few montha ago com-
mander-in-chief of the North Atlnntic
squadron, to which the Maine waa at-
tached, studied plctures of the wreck
of the Maine with interest.

'Can you tell from the pletures
whether s mine or magazine explosion
caused the wreck?' he was asked,

“No,” he replled. “We don't want to
know what there {s above the water
llne. What we want to know 18 what
13 below the line.”

“Do you think that the cause of the
accident will be Known A= soon aa the
divers have been sent down.”

“T think it will be necesmary to raise
the Maine hefore thev can ascertaln
the caumse of the explosion. he water
Mm the bay of Havana s unusually
dark. I don't think a diver could sce
very far under water; certainly'he
could not see well enough to be able
to tell what caused the exploaion, *

“Electric lighta might ba used; but
I don’t thing they wlill furnlsh suf-
ficent light to enable the diver to see aa
well as he should rade in order to ascer-
taln the cause.”

Admiral Bunce sald 1t would be
necessary to suspend judgment and to
wait until the report of the court of
inquiry is completed. Until such time
the admiral said nobody can tell how
the Maine was blown up.

Other officerr who were peen in the

navy yard concurred with Admiral
Bunce, saying that it would be neces-
sary to wait until the Maine could bn
raised before forming An opinion as
to the cause of the blowing up.
* The officers called attention to the
fact that divers alone could not tell
how the Maine was lost. He sald that
the divers who were accustomed to
working around wrecked steamshipn
had no experience in looking  into
wrecked warships, ecapecially warships
of the modern class.

It was aald that 1t might bhe neces-
sary for some of the members ot
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