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haud of merey and benevolence 1n
our sorrows, disappointments and
afflictions. DBut if we take a =pirit-
ual view and jook:at thivgs arigit,
it will not be so difficult tosee the
purposes of the Almighty even in
our untoward surroundings and ex-
periences. The ways of God are
not as man’s ways. He knows wbat
is best for His children; and what
experiences it is needful that they
should pass through, and He ordains
our greatest trials, as individualsand
as a people, for our purification and
develypment.

The  Pryphet Joseph told Presi
‘dent John Taylor, soon after the
lavter joined the Chuurch, that
he had received the Spivit of Cruth
whieh, if he cultivated and heeded
at all t.mer, would always lead him
aright. It might often prompt him
to go contrary to his personal in-
clinativns, but if be would listen to
and obey it, and sacrifice his own
desires, he would neve:r go astray. I
remember an incident in the history
of une of our missionaries which il-
lustrates this truth. Bishop Whit-
ney here related how a **Mormon??
Elder in early daye, who had given
out an appointment te preachina
certain place in the backwoods, was
threatened with death by a burly
ruffian if he attemted to 11 the en-
gagement. To enmiphasize his threat,
the man, after the people had as-
sembled, and before the Elder had
arrived, walked to und fro before
the meeting-house door with nn ax
on his shoulder, prepared to carry
out hig murderous design. But the
Elder calmly and Jeliberately
walked in while the fellow?’s back
was turned, tovk his place in the
pulpit, rend a few verses from the
Bibje and preaehed his sermon as if
nothing had happened, while his
would-be asenilant, amazed at the
Elder’s intrepidity, threw down hias
ax and depurted, powerless o exu-
cute his ithreat. Here was an
instance where human judgment
would huve prompted the Elder to
forego his appointment, but which
the volee of the Spirit bade him fual-

fil.

Many Elders might relate similar
experlences. [ remember rending of
an inecident ju the life of President
Woodru fT. He was eamped one
stormy mnight upnder some trees,
when the Spirit bade him arise and
move hix wagon away from themn.
Hedia 60 just in time to save him-
sulf, his wagon and team from being
crushed by the falling of une of the
trees stricken by lightuning. Thus
18 proven the jinestimable value
of the 8pirit of God, as =a
guide and mouitor, far more
reliable than the most excel
lent patural judgment. The most
important thing for the Baints to do
i8 to live so that they may have the
Bpirit of revelation and inspiration
to direct them in all the affairs of
their 1ives.

When Jonah was commanded to
50 to Niueveh and predict the city’s
vstruction, he ahrank from the un-
dertaking. He probably remem-
bered the fate of other Prophets sent
furth to warn the wicked and was
appalled at the Jdapger of the pros-
pect. But the Lord was resolved
that Niucveh should be warned and
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that Jonal «hould fil} the mission to
which he had been ealled. God in
this did not tamper with Jonah’s
agency,as some might suppose. But
He so overruled events as fo induce
Jonah, of his own volition, to pre-
fer the path of duty to that of dis-
obedience. Jonah took passuge in a
ship going in aoother direction,
thinking perhaps he could hide
himself in some remote corner of the
earth where the all-seeing eye of
Gol eould not behold him. Buta
grent etorm nrose whieh imperiled
the ship and crew and passengers,
until Junah, feeling that the hand
of God wae pursuing him, and that
he was the cause of the tempest,
in his contrition asked to be
thrown overboanl, which was done,
and a whale awallowed him. At
the end of three days, Jonah, hav-
ing probably concluded by that time
that Nineveh would be quite as
comfortable a place asthe whale’s
belly, was rescued from his strange
and perilous position and went forth
and fulfilled the mission to which
he had been called. His experience
had converted him, and init, we
are taught, was given a type of the
burial and resurrection of the Re-
ueemer.

Thus & man may say: *I will do
thus and s0,’’ or n nation may deter-
mineé to carry out some plan, but
God may overrule the efforts of that
man or that nation so that they will
produce an effect the very opposite
of that which was inteaded. “Man
propeses, but God disposes,” and
“Therv is a divinity which shapes
our euds, rough hew them as we
will.”?

Joseph the Prophet was told, as
he lay imprisoned in Liberty Jail,
|that if the augry ocean should

swallow him, or the earth open and
take him in, or the very mouth of
hell gape wille to engulf him no
matter what terrors or palus or
troubles he was ealled upon to en-
dure—all wonld give hini experi

ence and would be tor hig good. Can
we not put our trust in sueh a God,
who can overrule all things for our
salvation and welfare, turn our sor-
| rows into joy, and_out of our disap-
pointments and sec ning defeats
{bring forth suciess and victory?
That God who gave His only be-
gotten Son to be persecuted, spit
upon, scourged and ¢rucified; that
Christ who not only laid His lire but
His reputalion upon the altar of
roan’s galvation. Yes, for He was
crugified as au impostor, a8 a com-
mon criminal, dying with thieves.
Now millions own Him nas the
Son of God, and give hunor apd
praise to Him nas the worli’s Re-
deemer. But at that time onily a
few believed Him to be indeed the
Son of God» Peter vasone of the
few to whom the true ¢charaeter and
mission of the Savior was revealed,
and it was a great honor to w thus
blessed of the Lord, for flesh aud
blood could not reveal® Him. but
only his Father in heaven.

No maitter how our hopes may be

blasted, our hiols shattered. ns indi-
viduals or as a people, God will per
form His act. His strange aet, and

no flesh will glory in His
presence. This is His work
and it will trivmph, But as

Gad is long-suffering, putient and
forbeariug; He expects His peolple
to be likewise; to be broad, and lib-
eral, chantable and philanthropie.
Never since I can remember have [
aver heard a servant of God utfer a
word apninst the prineiple of the
futherhood of God, and the brother-
hood of man; never have I heen
{anght that i should return cursings
with cursings, hatred tor hatred,
even to our bitterest foes. But to
return good for evij, and though
our enemies should cvme agaiust us
with sword and bayonet to destroy
us, that we should meet them with
the olive branch of peace, and trust
in God tu protect us, ratber than re-
sort to violence and blood-shed in
eur own defense.

In a day like this when our rights
are belng invaded, and trampled on,
and the ¢ircle around us seems nar-
rowing, it is more difficult. perhaps,
to acknowledge the hand of God
than it would be in other conditions.
It is more difficult to confess His
hand 1o bhardship and privation
than when we are dandled in the
lap of ensc and luxury. Butin the
midst of adversity we can give
stronger proofs of our faith and in-
tegrity, and show a more heroie de-
votion to truth than in titmes of
prosperity. With Job wecansay:
*“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away; blessed b the name of
thie Liord.>> ‘I know that my Re-
deemer liveth,”> and “Though He
alay me, yet willl trust in Him.»

Our hesnrts should be too broad,
too noble o persecute those who
persecute us, even if we had ihe
power. which we yet will have, A
time will come when we will have
a grand opportunity to return good
for evil, at a time, too, when we
could return theopposite with impu-
nity, if we felt 80 disposed; for some
day Zion will be the head and pot
the foot. She will not always tuke
lerms, but will dietate them. And
the sons of those who have perse-
cuted her will come bending unto
her; and they will uot be spurned
eithier, but will receive Dlessings at
her hands.

Jesus, two thourand years ago,
taught His diseiples from the Mount
of Olives: “Ye have heard it said
that thou shalt love thy nelgzhlor
and hate thine enemny; but I say
unto you, love your euemies, bless
them that curse you, and pray for
them that despitefully use you and
persceute you.?? We are told that
when He had clused His siyings
“they were nstonished at His doec-
trine, for He taught them ns one
having authority, and not as the
Seribes.?? No wonder they were as-
tonished. For fitfteen hund-
red years that patlon had
been taught the Iaw  which
required an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth—the luw of retalia-
tion and vengeance, adapted no
doubt to their eapacity and condi-
tion. But Jesus instituted a higher

| law, one that appealed to the nobler

instinets of their natures. He taught
them to return good for evil. There
may be those who think it foily to
preach such doctrine as this, hut it
is Go’s word, nod we caonot re-
pudinte it. And if we cannot prac-
tice it just yet, we should a1 least



