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States provices that =il oitl-
rens of the Jatter country shall nave
tall religious liberty in all territory un-
der French jurisdiction, This, being
the internationsai iaw, s superior tothe
statotos retered to, s far as American
citizens are concéroed, and the United
Wiatea government is under obligationa
to ite citizenns to ses this trealy onforced
with regard to them. Herstofore it
bas been fully ovserved by the French
ofMiciale in Oceanios until the violatien
hy the present governors.

It will be observed that the edict im
not alone against the Latter-day Balint,
or Mormon, KElders, but ls In eflect
directed agsainst all Awmerican mis-
alonaries, theae helng representsd
in the three organizatione named.
There ameems to have been fouwd
an eXcuse for the trroble over
the use of the French Hfag by the
schonner Evanelin, sent out by the
Reorganizsd church. The governor
refused permission to use thie flag, but
upon the representation of the A meri-
nan consul and the probabllity that
siich permission would bhe enforced by
thia goveroment If necessury, the gov.
erpor receded from his positiop.
This was hecause of the treaty stipula-
tlour; and Ly virtue of the same rule
the restriction now placel on Ameri.
cal misstonariss saould he removed.

When Governor Martin Justiuted
his crusnde aguinst the American mias-
rloparier, (overnor Papino was viajted
by the Eiders and expnatulated with,
Cuited Blates Cunsul Doty aino calleu
Biw attention to the urlawful charnoter
of the proceedings, but 10 all be turneu
a deal war, Finding personal remon-
strance uoavailing, and desiring to
procesd unmoie:led with the preaoh-
tog of the Gospel, the Elders, under
the advice of the United Stutes consul,
made applicalion to Governor Papiuo
for a license, as follows:

To His Excellency, the Goveruor of the
Celony of France, Oceanica:

Honorahle 8ir:=The Church of Jesus
Christ of Lutter-day Saints, commonly
known a8 ibhe “Mormon Oburch, ts nu
organization, established agreeahle 1o 1he
laws of the IRepnblic of the United Stntes,
which has for its object the promulge-
tion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the
uniting of all mankind into one common
brothernood of love and poace.

To nccomplish this object missionarios
are nopt to all the nutions of the earth,
bo,b civilized and unclvilized. Theiri
doty is to teach all men to love their
Creator with all their beart, Lo love their
uveighbors us tbemselves, to carefuily
obey the laws of health, to practice
virthe. 10 honor nnd sustain the law of
the land, and, in short, to live in com-
plete harmony with nature and ut peace
with all men.

In May of lhe year 1844, twwo mis-ion-
arien of said Churob urrived at Tahiti,
olbors subsequently came, and through
their eiforts branches ot 1he Church were
gstablished on sowme elght or nine lsjands
of the Tuamotu group, Includiog Tahiti
and Tubnai, and baving a combined
membership of between 1,500 and 2,000
souls. Some of them remained eleven
years, or umttl the yeanr 1854, or there-
abonts. Subsequently, the population of
the islands rapidly decreased, and this,
combined with otbhor cau:es, greally re-
duced the membership of the Church.

In January, 1892, misstonurics were
again sent here by suid Church,and they
with the aid of 1he natives, have estab-
lished branches on soine Hfieen inlands
of the Tuamotu group, aid also on
Tubuai, comprising hetween 80 and 700
rouls,

In the month of Maroh, 1806, his excal-
lenocy, Governor Martin, of Fakarava,
verba'lly ordered Elders Cannon and
Larsen, missionaries of said Church, to
cease public preaching and teacbing,
under penalty of fine and imprisonment,
without due proceas of pourt or any
written charges being made against
them, and av the same time refusing to
ismne a permit.

In the same mooth ks exocellency
wrote to Elders Jones and Despaiu, at
Takaron, forbidding the bolding of 4 con-
ference of the several branches of said
Church on April 6th of the present year,
threatening to bold them responsible if
sald oconference was held (though (he
natives themselves have hitherto for
forty years and do now hold such con-
ferences irrespective of the presence of
foreign missionaries),and instructing the
governor and police of Takaroa not to
allow 1he conference to be held,

This also was done without due process
of court or any specific charges being
made agninst either the missionaries or
the natives. Themandate of thegovernor
was airictly obeyed. XElders Jonez and
Despain wera aliao instructed by his ex-
cellency the governor to procute a li-
oense to prench, withio three months, or
be fined, imprisoned and banished.

Therefore. your petitioner bumbly
prays that Your Kxocellenoy will issue to
the Churoh of Jesus Chriat of Latter-day
Saints a license, permitting it, through
its agentn, to preach and teach tho Gospel
of Jeans Christ without molestation to the
people of all the isiands under yonr
jurisdiciion.

Our teaching+ are such as will tend to
produce a public sentmout that will
greutly aid your exosllency and aids 1o
governing the people of this colony, tend
to inerease its stabllity, and iosure do-
mestic peace, for, in order jor one to he u
member of said Churob. in good stand-
ing, it is absoiutely necessary that he be
a good cgitizen of the state, honest, law-
ahiding, thrifty and industrious.

We believe in being subject to kings,
presidents, rulers, magtsiraloes, in ohey-
ing, honoring snd susaining the law.
Wo have no further desire other than to
agsist in bringiug nbout a conditton of
peace, prosperity and happiness among
the inbubitants of these isles and among
ali people.

aoping to recelve a favorable reply at
your convenlence, your patitioner will
aver pray. Frank CUTLEK,
On behbnlf ot the Church of Jasuw Christ
of Lntter-day Sainta.
ParekTr, L'abitl, April 29, 1803,

Al ih» game Lme 4 Yequesl wak minde
of the American ¢insul that oe use
bis 141l seuce to prucure the liceuss.
Tye fecter to Mr. Doty contatne s repe-
titioy v, rmuen that 18 dn the petil ou
wr Guvervor Paplou, but to preserve it
fn 1ts wulirety it 18 «iven uere 10 tuli:

To the Hon. J. I.. Doty, U. 8. Consul at
Teahiti:

Hon, Sir:—'T'he Chitrob of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day saiuts, commonly known
as the ‘““Morumon Church,”'is an organiza-
tion aesiahtished April 6, 1830, agreeable
to the iaws ol the Repubtlc of the United
Sta'es, which has for its object tho pro-
mulgation of the Gospe! of Jesns Ohrist
and the unitingofl ali mankind inte ore
common brotherhood of love and peace.

To accowplish this objsct misesionaries
are sebt to ull the na fony of the earth,
both civilized and unegivilized. Their
duLy is 1w teach all men to love thelr
Crealor wiiit al} their beart, to love 1heir
neighbora as themselves, o carefully
obey the lawsof healtl,lo prac ioa virtue,
to houor nnd suanin the law of the land,
and, in short. to live in comple o bar-
mony with nature and ut peace with all
men,

On June 1st, 1843, Klders Addison

Pratl, B. F. Grouard, K. F. Hanks, and
Noah Rogers left the city of Nauveq;
1il., U. 8, A., for the Soclety Islands, be-
ing sent by Joseph Smith, President gr-
said Ohuroh. Elder Hanka died at CELY

Pratt was left at Tubuai. and in May;

1844, Rogers and Greuard arrived a.
‘Tahiti; others subseyuently came, among.

whom was Jay, S. Brown, Alva Hank E
and one Whitaker. A, Prait was presi-
dent of this mission,and onder his saper?
vision and through their eiforts branchea

of the Ohnrob were esatablished on some

sight or nine islands of the Tnamotu

group, including Tahiti and Tubuat,bav,

ing a combined membership of betwoew

1,600 and 2,000 souls.

Ahout the yoear 18492, Elder Pratt re-,
turned to America aod reported the rg~ .
sult of his labors and the nondition of thi§
misrion to B. Young, the siuccessor o
Jos. SBmith as Prestdent of said Churob,ai
Salt Lake City. Hae and Jas. 3. Brownm -
were immediately sent back by ihe!
Church and arrtved st Tahiti sometime,
during the year 1850, The last of the Ei
ders Jeft this colony in the year 1854 on
thereabou:s. Subsequently the popula
tion of the islands rapidly decroased an
this, combined with other causes, greatly"
rednced the membernhip of the Oouroh,

In June, 1802, Jas. 5. Brown und others
were again sont heroe hy said Chureh,and
thev, with the aid of the Dulivas, have es *
iablinhed branches on some Afleen
islandas of the Tuamotu group and nled:
on Tubuai, compriking between 600 and,
700 souis, ]

Inthe month of March, 1895, his ax-.
cellency Governor Mar in, of Fakarava
verbally ordered Elders Cannou and Lars
sen, missionaries of «aid Olhureh,to ceass
public preacning und teaching under
pepalty of flne and imprisonment, with:
out due procegss uf cotirt or any written,
phurges belng made ngainst them, and at_
the sumae Lime refusing to issue a permit;

In the same monih bis excellency
wrote to Hiders Jones and Despain, af
Takaroa, lurbidding the holding of a con- *
ference of the several branches ol said.
Church. on April 6.b afthe present year;
threatening to hold them responsible if :
satd conference was hold (ihough the,
natives themselves bave hitherto fo
torty ¥ears npd ¢io now hold such confer-
ences trrespsotive of the prescnce of forg
sign migsionaries), and instructing the.
governor and pelice of Takaroa not tg -
aliow the conference to be held. Thir
also was dong withonl due proocas of'
court or any specltic charges being made -
against elther the missiciaries or the' |
natives. The mandnte ol the governor
was strictly obeyed.

Elders Jones and Despain were also
instracted by his excsllency the govor- '
nor 1o procure a license to preach within
thres month=, or be fined, imprisoned
and banished. He abused and insulted
them in a tmost violent mannsr, calling -
them vagabonds, and saying they came
here to flatter tlie people for food and
sponge on the natives, all of which is
untrus. All the Elders sent here by the
Church of Jasus Christ of Lawer-day
pay their own fare ou, to and from the
1slunds, take up no cotleciions whatever,
and have often refused money offered hy.
the natives of their own free will,

In regard to the matter of marriage,
we havo strictly foilowed the ndvioe of
the formor governor, Tabanu, as has besn
and as is now praciiced by the (atholic: °
and Prolestant churches, None of the |
Elders have aver married any ona until
the ceramnony has been performed bythe
governinent.

Wa have not wilfully or knowingly
brokem any law tof the Republic
of I'rance, therefore we respectfully
sohicit your aid und intluence as
consul of the Republic of the
United 8 utes to enablo us, a3 Amerioan
citizens, o obtalu the protection of ths
Frenoh government, Lbhat we may dis-



