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Made 2t the Salt Lake Stake Con-
tference, in the Tabernacle, Salt
Lake Clty, Sunday afternoon,
March 13th, 1888, by

¥LDER CHARLES W. PENROSE.

There is but a littie time jeft for me to
occupy, but I hope to speak under the
same good Spirit which has prevailed
while we have been listenlng to the re-
marks of Elder Grant. We are all
pleased to see him and to hear his voice
agajn in public, and 1 hope he will be
apared many years yet to preach the
Gogspel of the kingdom and to bear tes-
testimony to the truthe that he has
briefly touched upon this aiternoon.

In listening to testimonies like that
which we have heard, persons who are
not famliliar with what God has done

‘in the earth in the last doys, and the
reasons for it, are likely to ask the
questions: "What need was there for
Jonn the Baptist to come and restore
the authority which he had? Why did
Peter, James and John come to earth
to ordain men to the authority which
they held? And what necessily was
there tor the Book of Mormon to be
introduced to the people of thils gen-
erstion, seeing that they have the Bi-
ble? There are a great many Christ-
fan ministers, churches almost without
number, and hosts of good people Who
beljeve in God the Father and in Jesus
Christ and who are trying to lead devot-
ed, holy lives. Then what need is there
for a11 this? Why should there be a
new revelation? Have we not sufficient
fn the scriptures—the Gtd and the New

Testaments? And have we not plenty
of preachers, and plenty of religlon
already?"” .

These are questions that arise in peo-
ple’s minds when they hear Latter-day
faints speak of the restoration of the
Gospel and of the authority of the Holy
Priesthood. For a few moments let us
consider these questions. It is perfect-
iy true that we have the Bible. What
i= 1t? It I8 a collection of books, said
to have been written by men inspired of
God. The orizginal manuserlpts, how-
ever, are not to be found; and the
books that we have in the collection
called the Bible refer to a great many
other things that were given of God to
Prophets of old which we do not find
inciuded In that book. There are also
portions of it that are simply histori-
cal. Yet it is generally held by people
§n what is called ““the Christian world"”
to be inspired of God from Genesis to
Trevelation: that every word of it is the
word of God, and that people are bound
to be guided by it. Now when we 100k
around us in the Christian world, we
find the people who profess to believe
this divided among themselves in re-
mard to the meaning of the hook. They
have not ecome to the unity of the
faith. The book doos not bring people
to a unity of understonding. Therefore
we have all these different religious
sects, each one claiming to be right;
perhaps not all of them declaring that
the others are wrong, but they are not
jegical unless they do,for truth |s never

divided agalnst itself, and one truthl

never contradicts another, But we have
all these different religious denomina-
tions, and we have men in them who
are preachers. When we ask them
where they obtalned the authority to
preach and to administer (for they ad-
minister ordinances) in th'e name of the
Father and of the Bon and of the Holy
Ghost, most of them will point to the
last chapter of Mark or the last chap-
ter of Matthew, where we read
that Jesus gave instructions to eleven
men—His Apostles, There were twelve,
but one of them fell by the wayside.
Judas betrayed hig Master, and was not
afterwards numbered among the Apos-
tles. Jesug said to these eleven men,
whom He had called, whom He had or-
dained, upon Whom he had hestowed
the same authority as the Father had
glven to Him;

"Go ye therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Bon, and of the
Holy Ghost:

"Peaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, 1o, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world.”

This commission, this power and this
authority were bestowed solely upon
these eleven men; and yet ministers
of modern times will point to this
scripture as the source of their author-
ity to adminjister in the name of the
Father, and of the Sox, and of the
Holy Ghost. , Buppose a_man minister-
ing now as an embassador from a for-
eign nation, when asked for his author-
ity, should point to an old commis-
sioned possessed by some man who
lived two thousand years ago, what
would you think of him? Why, you
would think him a fit subject for a
commission on insanity. Or {f a man
were to attempt to adminiater as justice
of the peace, or a judge, upon any such
commission as that, he would very
likely find his way into prison, if not
into a lunatic asylum. Bt in these
times, when you ask preachers where
they obtain their authority to admin-
jster in sacred things, they point to
the scripiures. Some, however, will
say, I am called of God. How? Why,
i teel called in my =cul. Is that the
way God called men in former timea?
Not according to the Bible. which they
point to as the word of God. When
men of old were called to administer in
the name of the Lord, they were cnalled
by revelation from God. either direct
to the individual or through some per-
son or persons who were authorized to
act for Delty. And the men who held
that authority could not call men in-
diseriminately; they had to be led and
guided by the Holy Ghost or by the
voice of God, Take, for Instance, the
ordination of Saul of ‘Tarsus, after-
wards calied Paul the Apostle. Those
of you who are familiar with his his-
tory in the New Testament know that
he was very active in persecuting the
Saints of those times, On his way to
Damascus to obtain letters whereby he
ecould be instrumental in persecuting
more severely the people of God, called
Salnts {they were not called Christlans

then, but Saints; they were first called
Christians at Antioch by way of a
nickname), Jesus appeared to him.
He was an honest man. What he did
he did sincerely. He thought he wasa
doing God servica when he went to
persecute the Saints, But Christ met
him on the way. Hia light shone forth,
and the glory was so brilllant that Saul
wag stricken blind. Jeaus asked him
why he persecuted Him. Saul was
earried hlind into Damascus, In giving
an account of this, Baul saya:

"And one Ananias, a devout man ac-
cording to the law, having a good re-
port of all the Jews which dwelt there,

"Came unto me, and stood, and sajd

unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy
sight. And the Bame hour I looked
up on him,

"*And he sald, The GQod of our fathers
hath chosen thee, that thou shouidst
know His will, and see Yhat Just Gne,
and shouldst hear th voice of His
mouth. '

“For thou shalt be Hisn witness upto

all men of what thou hast meen And
heard.
"And now, why tarriest thou? Ariss,

and be baptized, and wash away thy
ping, calling on the name of the Lord."
—Acts xxii, 12—16).

Now, one would suppose, particularly
a modern Christian, that Saul was
then and there authorized to go out
and administer in the name of the Lord
and bear this witness. He had
goen  Christ, he had heard the
voiee of His mouth; a servant
of God had come to him and
predicted what he should do;, he had
been healed by miracle. Was he mnot
then qualifled? No. You will ind by
reading the 13th chapter of the Acts of
the Apostles, that after all this had
pasged by for some time, as certaln
prophets and teachers ministered be-
fore the Lord, the Holy Ghost sald
unto them:

“Separate m= Barnabas and Saul fer
the work whereunto I have called
them.

“And when they had fasted an#
prayed, and lald thelr hands on them,
they sent them away.'”

That Is how the Apostie Paul re-
ceived his authority. Writing to the
Hebrews, he says;

“And no man taketh thir honor unte
himself, hut he that is cailed of God,
as was Aaron.” Heb. v, 4.

It vou will turn back to the 014
Testament. you will find that Aaron
was called by revelation of God through
Moses.

That is God's way. The other wnay
is man'a way. This guthority cannot
be recelved from man., It must come
from God.

S0 also Christ glorifled not himself
to he made an high prieat! but he that
sald unto him, Thou art my Son, today
have I begotten thee,

“As he salth also In another place,
Thou art a priest forever after the or-
der of Melchisedek.” Verses b5, 6.

Ar God called Christ. g0 Christ called
His Aposties. and gave them saimilar
authority and power, and sent them
out. But that does not give anybody



