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was first introduced among this people,it
was one of the greatest crosses that
ever was taken up by any set of
men since the world stood.. Joseph
Smith told others, he fold me, and I
can bear witness of it,*that if this prin-
ciple was not introduced this church
and kingdom could not proceed.” When
this commandment was given, it was
so far religious, and so far binding
upon the ¥ldersof this c¢hurch, that it
was told them if they were not prepared
to enter into it, and to stem the torrent
of opposition that would come in con-
sequence of it, the keys of the kingdom
would be taken from them. When I
see any of our people, men or women,
opposing a prineiple of this kind, I have
years ago set them down as on the high
road to apostacy, and I do to-day, I con-
sider them apostates, and not interested
in this chureh and kingdom. It is so
far then areligious institution thatitaf-
fects my conscience, and the consciences
allgoodmen; it is so far religious that it
conneets itself with time and with
eternity. What are the covenants we
enter into, and why is it that Joseph
Smith said that unless this principle
was entered into this kingdom could not
proceed? Weought to know the why’s
and the wherefore’s in relation to these
matters and understand something
about the prineciple enunciated. These
are simply words, we wish to know
their signifieation.

Where is there in the world a people
that make any pretentions to have any
claim upon their wives in eternity?
Where is there a priest in all christen-
dom that teaches anything of this kind?
You cannot find them. Marriage is
solemnized until death do them part,
and when death comes to either partty
then there is an end to the whole mat-
ter, and what comes after death is in
the dark to them. It wasso with usup
to the time of the giving of that revela-
tion; we had no claim upon one wife in
etex‘nitﬁ. They had obeyed the gospel
as we had, they had been baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-
sion .of sins as we had; we had been
married to them according to the-laws
ofithe land, and wereliving as other gen-
tiles were,but we had noclaim upon them
in eternity. It was necessary that one
grand truth should be unlocked, which
is, that man and woman are d&a%ineﬂto
live together and have a claim upon
each other in eternity. The priesthood
being restored the key was turned in re-
lation to this matter, and the privilege
was placed not only within the reach of
the Elders of this Church, but within
the reach of all whoshould be consider-
ed worthy of it, to make covenants with
their partners that should be binding in
the eternal worlds,” that in this respect
as well as in other respeets we might
stand as a distin%uished people, seperate
and apart from the rest of the earth de-
pending upon God for our religion.

Previous to this revelation who in all
the world had any claim upon their
wives in the eternal world, or what wife
had a claim upon her husband? Who
ever taught them any such principle?
Nobody: some of the novel writers
have noticed it, but they did not claim
authority from heaven, they merely
wrote their own opinions, and followed
the promptings of their own instinets,
which led them to hope that such a
thing might be the case, but there was
no certainty about it. Our position was
just as Joseph said, if we could nog“re-
ceive the gospel which is an everlasting
gospel, if we could not receive the dic-
tum of a priesthood that administers in
time and in eternity, if we could not
receive a prineiple that would save us
in the eternal world and our wives and
children with us, we were not fit to hold
this kingdom, and could not hold it,
for it would be taken from us and given
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to others. This is reasonable, proper,

consistant, and recommends itself to
the minds of all intelligence when it is
reflected upon in the light of truth.
Then what did this principle open up
to our view? That our wives who have
been associated with us in time—who
had borne with us the heat and burden
of the day, who had shared in our afflic-
tions, trials ftroubles and difficulties,
that they could reign with us in the
eternal Kingdoms of God, and that they
should be sealed to us not only for time
but for all eternity, This unfolded to
us the etermal fitness and relationship

of things as they exist on the earth, of | our conscience keepers? Who appoint-
man to man, and of husband to wife, it | ed them the eci
unfolds the relationship they should oc- | or authoriz

cupy in time to each other, and the re-
lationship that will continue to exist in
eternity. Heneceit is emphatically areli-
gioussubjectso deetgraacred and prufnunq,
so extensive and far-reaching, thatit is
one of the
ever revealed to man. d we
anything about it before? No. How
did we get a knowledge of it? By reve-

lation. Andshall we treat lightly these | States Judge who would marry a man
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things? No. The Lord says that His
servants may take to themselves more
wives than one. Whe gives to them
one wife? The Lord; and has he not a
right to give to them another and

another and another? I think he has |1

that right.  Who has a right to dispute
it, and prohibit a union of that kind if
God shall ordain it. Has not God as
much right to-day to give me or you or
any other person two, three, four, five,
ten, or twenty wives, as he had ancient-
ly to %iva them to Abraham, Isaac,
vid, Solomen, et¢? Has not the Lord
arighttodo what He pleases in this mat-
ter and in all other matters without the
dictation of man? I think He has.
Every principle associated with the
gospel which we have received is eter-
nal, hence our marriage covenant is an
eternal covenant given unto us of God.
Then when poor, miserable, corrupt
men would endeavor to trample us un-
der their feet because of the principles
of truth whieh we have received from
God, shall we falter in the least? No,
never. Its opposers may croak against
it until they_%u down to the dust of
death; God will defend His work which
He has introduced inthe latter-days, and
the Lord being our helper we will help
Him to sustain it.
Associated with this is another im-
gnrtant 3rinci le:—the baptism for the
ead. ne of the prophets has said
that ‘I will send you Elijah the pro-
phet before the coming of the great and
terrible day of the Lord; and he shall
turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the hearts of the ehildren
to the fathers, lest I come and smite the
earth with a curse.”” This Elias signi-
fies a restoxer. Jesus said of John the
Baptist, in his day, ‘‘and if ye will re-
ceive it, this is the Elias (or restorer)
which was for to come.” ‘‘He that
hath ears, to hear, let him hear.” But
they would not hear: they did not re-
ceive it. Theybeheaded John, erucified
Jesus, killed his apostles and persecuted
his followers; and their temple nation
and polity was destroyed. But the
times of restitution spoken of by the
prophets, must take place; the restorer
must come, ‘‘before that great and terri-
ble day of the Lord.” The hearts of the
fathers must be turned to the children,
and the hearts of the children to the
fathers, or the earth will be cursed.
This great eternal marriage covenant
Iays at the foundation of the whole:
when this was revealed, then fulluwed
the other. Then, and not till then
could the hearts of the fathers be turned
to their children, and the hearts of the
children to the fathers;—Then, and not
till then, could the restoration be
effectually commenced, time and eter-
nity be connected, the past, present and
future harmonize, and the eternal justice
of God be vindieated. - “Saviors come up-
on mount Zion te save theliving, redeem
the dead, unite man to woman and
woman to man, in eternal, indissoluble
ties; impart blessings to the dead, re-
deem the living, and pour eternal bless-
ings upon posterity.
et us now go back to the action of
Congress in relation to plural marriage,
of which these efernal covenants are
the. foundation. The Lord says,—‘I
will introduce the_ times of the restitu-
tion of all things; T will show you my
eternal covenants, and call upon you to
abide in them; I will show you how to
save yourselves, your wives and chil-
dren, your progenitors and posterity
and to save the earth from a curse; Con-
gress says if you fulfill that law we will
n you pains and penalties,
fines and imprisonments, in effect, we
will not allow you to follow God’s com-
mands. Now if Congress possessed the
Constitutional right to do se, it would
still be a high-handed outrage upon the
rights of man; but when we consider
that they cannot make suchalaw, with-
out violating the Constitution, and thus
‘nullifyin e act. What are we to
think of it? Where are we drifting to?
After having with uplifted hands to
heaven sworn that they will ‘‘make no
law respecting the establishment of re-
ligion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof,"’ thus sacreligiously stand
between a whole community and their
God and deliberately debar them, so far
as they have the power, from observing
his law, Do they realize what they are
doing? Whence came this law on our
statute books? Who constituted them

udge of our religious faith,
them to coerce us to trans-
88 & law that is b_indén .and impera-
ive on our consciences e do not ex-

pect that Congress is acquainted with
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greatest principles that was | antees of the Constitution and immuni-
| ' know | ty from persecution on merely religious

our religious faith; but as members of
the body politic we do elaim the guar-

unds,
mwm are we to think of a United

 the cbannels ecan be erossed without
piles, or by the use of one section in

| sician could cure them

to another man’s wife. He certainly
ought to know better. We are told that
she was a second wife, and therefore not
acknowledged. Indeed, this is singular
logic, if she was not a wife, then po-
ygamy is no crime in the eyes of the
law; for Congress have passed no law
against whoredom; a man may have as
many mistresses as he pleases without
transgressing any law of Congress. The
actinrelation to polygamy eontemplates
punishing a man for having more wives,
not mistresses, if she was simply his
mistress, then the law is of no effect,
and the very faet of Congress passing
such a law is the strongest possible
proof, in law, of the existence of a mar-
riagé covenant, which, until that law
was passed, was by them considered
valid. ¥f, then, she was not his wife,
no person could be punished under that
law for polygamy; if she was his wife,
thenthejudgetransgressed thelawwhich
he professionally came to maintain.

In relation to all these matters

the safe path for the Saints to
take is to do right; and by the help of
God seek diligently and honorabiy to

maintain the position which they hold.
Are we ashamed of anything we have
done in marrying wives? No. We
shall not be ashamed before God and
the holy Angels, mnch less before a
number of corrupt miserable secoundrels
who are the very dregs of hell. We
care nothing for their opinions, their
ideas or notions, for they do not know
God nor the principles which He has
revealed. They wallow in the sink of
cnrrugtiﬂn, as they would have us do
but the Lord being our helper we will
not do'it; but we will try to do right,
and keep the commandments of God,
live our religion, and pursue a course
that will secure to us the smiles and ap-
probation of God our Father. Inas-
much as we do this He will take care of
us, mainfain His own cause, and sustain
His people. We have a right to kee
His commandments. But what WDIIIE
Enu- do if the United States were to
ring up an army against you on ae-
count of polygamy, or on aecount of
any other religious subject? We would
trust in God as we always have done.
Would you have no fears? None. All
the fears that I am troubled with is that
this people ;ill not do right—that they
will not ke®p the commandments of
God. If we will only faithfully live
our religion we fear no earthly power.
Our safety is in God. Our religion is
an eternal religion. Our covenants are
eternal covenants, and we expect to
maintain the prineiples of our religion
on the earth and to possess them in the
heavens. And if our wives and chil-
dren do right, and we as fathers and
husbands do right in this world we ex-
pect to have our wives and children in
eternity. Letuslive in that way which
will secure the approbation of God, that
we his representatives on the earth may

magnify our calling, honor Him and |

maintain our integrity to the end, that
we may be saved in celestial hing-
dom, with our wives and children and
brethren from generation to Sneratinn

worlds without end: Amen.

RELIGTOUS SECTS IN SCOTLAND.—
The Fdinburgh Courant has an elaborate
article analyzing the ecclesiastical sta-
tistics of Scotland. The results are
summed up as follows:—‘‘Adherents of
the Church of Scotland, 1,426,280; Free
Chureh, 739,035; U, P. Church 391,449,
In round numbers, the Church has
300,000 adherents more than the two
rivals put together, and embraces one-
half of the Eﬂpulatiﬂn of Scotland, ac-
eording to the marriage returns, stand
as follows-—Roman Catholics, 265,000;

Episcopalians, 59,000; no church, and
those not specfied, 236,040,
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PLATTE BRIDGE.,—Nearly three thou-
sand feet has been run and flagged,
¢rossing twenty small islands, most or
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Farieties,

—A minister in Scotland reeeutlﬂ',
when his deacons hinted that he might
preach three sermons on the Sabbath,
said:—''Preach three sermons! Never!
That is an invention of Beelzebub for
destroying the effect of two good ones,
and Kkilling the minister.””

—Josh .ﬁlillnga in treating of humeor-
ous lectures says:

Humeor iz hybrid, and iz a nice cross
between sense and nonsense.

I don’t think it haz ever bin well
defined; it iz like the smell ov a flower,
hard to diskribe,

I hav known men tew tell 4 good

storys, and then spile them awl bi tell-
ing one peor one,

utch ov a humorist’s success de-
pends upon the physick of his aujence;
a man who has the dispepshee fust rate
laffs under protest, but if hiz dinner
rides easy you kan tickle him with a
skoop-shovel. :

Humor sumtimes lurks in the way a
thing iz ced, and i have seen men who
carried their fun in the wrinkles ov
their face. :
| Ignnsensa ain’t humor, it iz only a
jest.

Humor must have sum truth in it and
a good deal don’t hurt it.

kan steal a good philosophical lektur
out ov sum library, but these cussed hu-
murous lekturs hav so muteh original
in them (or ought to hav)that you kant
kalkulate on them for certain—they are
like twins—they kant be had nor they
kant be stopped.

Upon the whole,s az near az i kan
guess, mi opinyun iz that humor iz a
natural disease that a man kant ketch
nor kant giv tew ennyboddy else.

—People who are resolved always to
please, at all events, frequently over-
shoot the mark. A lady of this sort,
going to a friend’s house, one morning,
ran to the cradle, as soon as she came in,
to see the fine ““boy.” Unfortunately
the cat was occupying the baby’s place;
but before she could disecover her mis-
take, she exclaimed, with uplifted eyes
and hands “Oh, what a sweet child—
the very picture of its father!”

—A Eretty girl .says: “If our Maker
thought it wrong for Adam to live
single, when there was not a woman
upon the earth, how eriminally guilty
are the old bachelors, with the world
full of pretty girls.”

—‘I don’t miss my church so much as
you suppose.’’ said a lady to her minis-
ter, who had called upon herduring her
illness, ‘“‘for I make Betsey sit at the
window as soon as the bell begins to
chime, and tell me who are going to
church, and whether they have got any-
thing new.” '

—The following definition of the
rights of women is given in a Vermont
Eaper, “T'o love her lord with all her

eart and her bﬂ.b’y as herself—and to
make good bread*’

—An Irish waiter once complimented
a4 salmon in the following manner:—
“Faith, it’s fiot two hours since that
salmon .was walking round his real
estate wid his bhands in his pockets,
never draming what a pretfy invitashun
he’d  have to jine you gentlemen at
dinner."”

—Charles Lamb was sitting next a
chattering woman at dinner who, ob-
serving he didn’t attend to her, said—
““You don’t seem to be at all the better
for what I am saying to you!"”"—“No
ma’am,” replied Lamb, ‘‘but the gentle-
man on the other side of me must, for
it all came in at one ear and went out
at the other!”’ ’

—A gentleman saw a notice of valua-
ble information sent to any address on
the receipt of ten cents, and thought
that he must have ten cents’ worth
more of knowledge. He sent the sum,

all'of which seem available for bridge
heads. The deepest quicksand found
was less than seven feet, and many of
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the center. So far the prospects are
fairer than has been the general im-
pression, and if the north channels are
susceptible of anything like a similar
sub-division the bridge can be built.
Scouts are now on the Little Blue,
Spring Creek, and elsewhere, reporting
as te timber, with orders to examine
for stone peat, coal, etc.—[Kearney
Herald, "
ConNsTITUTIONS.—When twitted with
negleet of certain ﬁatients Garth, the
goebphyaiﬁian', replied that half of &hﬁm
ad constitutions so bad that no -
and the rest had
constitutions so good th
could kill them.

-

at no physician h

{ sermon was half done. By this ti

and received in answer ths following:
“Friend, for your ten cents, postage,
&e., please find inclosed advice which
may be of great value toyou. Asmany
persons are injured for weeks, months,
and years by the careléss use of a knife,
therefore my advice is, when you use a
Knife, always whittle from you.”

A SCION OF THE CHUROH.—‘The
first time I took my eldest boy to
church,” a minister’s wife says, ‘‘when
he was two years and a half old, I
managed, with caresses and frowns, and
candy, to keep him very. still till the

¢
his patience was exhausted, and lﬁa
elimed on the seat, looking at the
reacher (his father) quite intently.
I'hen, as if he had hit upon a certain

| relief for his troubles, he pulled me by

the chin to attract m
exclaimed, in a distin
make pa say Amen."

attention, and
¢t voice, *“Ma,



