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I1 yell1611 read da portion of the 3rdard chap-
ter of peters fl et epistle commencing
atthe verseverge

for christ albok hathbath once bufferedsuffered furforsingbina thelast for the unjust that he might
bring uaus to god being putbut to death in the
flesh but quickened by the spirit

s by which also he went and preached unto
the spirits in prison

which sometimes were disobedient
when once the long suffering of god wait
ed-in the days of noah while the arkarle waswaa
da preparing wherein few that Is eight
souls were saved by water

the likeilkelikeilke figure whereunto even baptismsm
doth alsoaiso now save nsus not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh but the an-
swer of a good conscience toward godlgodagod by
the Yeresurrection ofbf jesus christ

who is gone into heaven and Is on the
right hand of god angels and auan
thoritthorllesties and powers being made subject
unto him

tnf tiletiiethe fourth chapter of this epistle
the earneearno subbubsubjecteci lais continued the
apostle says w

who are kept by the power of godledlodiod
through faith unto salvationsalvatlon ready to be
relerevealedaled in the last time

wherein yeyo greatly rejoice though now
for a reason if need be ye are in heavin
ness through minimintmanifoldfoldfoid temptations

when I1 was called upon to speak
these passages suggested themselves to
my mind whether the spirit will
lead me to dwell upon them at length I1do not know but thera are important
principles embodied in these verses
which I1 have read in your hearheanhearingingilugi
principles which when rightly under
stood change the belief of men in rela
timeto the ffutureattire that is the belief of
those who receive the commonly ac-
cepted creeds of christianity for
some reason or other there is anark idea
prevalent iliiri the christian world tthathatmankind when they lay down their
mortal lives are consigned lo10 a condi-
tion or place of ha pain there
to remain throughout the endless ages
of eternity there may be
a few who do not entertain this
belief but it is the general belief
of most of the sects which comprise
christendom there iala adari idea preva-
lent thatthal if men do riothot redeivereceive what
may be termed a conversion or change
of heart if they do not obtain a remis-
sion of sins through the blood of jesus
and they die in this condition their
doom is irrevocably nixedfixed audsudand that theytiliyconsignedare to eternal never ending
misery I1 believebblieveileta that I1 do not mis-
state the belief in this respect of some
ofodthethe most prominent sects that com-
priseielse the christian world so called I1

I1 have converconversedabelabol with ministers of
various denominations in relation to
the future of the heathen thosebhoge wilowa0
diemei without a knowledge of the narnnootlooffjesus and of his character asits th
deemer and savior of the world I1 have
asked them what they thought the ebileblicon-
dition of the heathen would be and
where afifiefinito answer waswag made
the feelings of suchbuch perpersons would leanlwin
to the idea that they would be consign
ided tothellthelihellheli with others eitheneither no geddef-
inite idea was entertained orpori heingbeing
moreorb tender in theirthan feelings thetha an-
swer would be they did not knoknowewhwhatat
their future condition would be

there is19 an expression of the Skylosaviorsifa
to nicodemus whish I1 think I1 willwalli
read it is fourdfound inhr the third chantey
of johns gospergospel there waslwas a man
odthe phariseesPharis ees 11 john writes nam
ed nicodemus a ruler of the jews the
same came to jebus by night and saidbald
unto him rabbi wawe know thou art a
teacher come from god for no man
cando thead miramiraclesclesi that thou doest
except god be with him
0 1 ijesusy answered and said unto hinhimverily verily I1 say unto thee except a
manmau be born again he cannot see the king
dom bf god

nicodemus saith unto him how can aman be born when he is old can liehe enter
thebethe secondcond time into his momotherstheestheis womb
and bobe born I1

jesus answered verily verily I1 say
unto thedthe except a manhaan lebe born of wasywaterrand ofothethe spirit he cannot enterente into thekingdom of godgod

thatmat which Is born orot the fleshfleth is flesh
and that which is born of the spiritv iaspirit
s marvolmarvelvoivol not that I1 saidsald unto thee ye must
be magalDbo i

0 o herehero is a definite laid
downdowa by the savior that unless amaaamsanan34is born again he oancan not see ohethe gingkingg j

dom of gogod and unless he iaIs born of
the waterwater arddaridadli of the spirit hietie aaneancan not
enter inhi kingdom of gad he can
not even beetheseethe kingdom without the
newhew birth and he cannotcan not enter that
kingdom without being born of the
water and of the spirit this doctrine
is exceedingly positive it leaves no
room for doubt there iais no chance to
evade the fact of this doctrine if there
iaIs to be anytiny reliance placed upon the
words of jesus then wee are forced
to the belief that noman can enter intoinlo
the kingdom of god unless he be borilborn
of thothe wateroster and of the spirit

vyelyewellweil taking these passages into con
sidera tiou a large class of people have
come to the conclusion that unless a
man iais born again or as they term it
exper lencelenee a change of heart he is ccon-
signed

on
to endless misery and there are

thosethose obonho believe that all the heathen
who bavehave died in ignorance of the gos-
pelpe I1 of jesusjesna christ are thus
and in fact there are those who profess
to have faithfalth in jesus carlst as thethor
savior of the world who believe that in
hell that place of torment from which
they declare there is no escape there
are infants by scores and hundreds and
thousands and I1 mamay sayeay by millions
enduring inconceivable and endless
torment because they have died before
receiving the ordinances which they
consider necessary to salvation
I1 donotdo not thus understand the scriptures

I1 do not thus understand the plan otof salva-
tion I1 do notnob thus view thothe character and
dealings 0of god our heavenly father with
his creaturescreature one of the momostst prominent
attributes whwhichsieh we ascribe to our father
in heaven is mercy ththe scriptures de-
clare moatmost emphatically that hebe Is a god of
mercy and a god of lovelovo can we even
in our degraded condition consider a
being endowed in the least degree with
the attributes of love and mercy or even
ofjustice who would consign millions of
his creatures to endless torment because
they do not believe and obey a doctrine
which they never heardbeard why such an
idea is unworthy of intelligent beings
Suppose that any of us who have families
should pass a law pror prescribe a ruleruie for
their government and at the time it is
passed or prescribeda portion ofour child-
ren are not within hearingbearing and while still
in ignoranceIgnotanceuce of it they unconsciously vio-
late it and because of this the father pun-
ishes them what would you such
a fathernather would you not sayany that be was
unjust haishharsh and cruel wiywaywhy certainly
this would be our verdict iff we pronouns
ebany wo could noinot pronounce otherwise
we would be compelled to come to the
conclusion that the father who would acuactacc
jnju this mannerman nor would gethelneither be kind fustjust
nor wise and shall it DObe saidbaia of our ildahea-
venly father who Is thothe fountain of loveiove
mercy and justleejustice that liehe will act with
less justice than man and that he will pun-
ish curse and consign to eternal misery
hshis children because they have failed to
obey the laws he has never made knoknolyntnto them certainly not and it is on ac-
count of these doctrine which have been
propounded and circulated ioso widely in
christendom that skeptics araare cumbnumberedered
by hundred thousands and it may be

baidsaideaid by millions the feelings of thetho
recoil humanlyhumanity revolts at such olonmen

doctrines growth afpf skepti-
cismesI1 and infidelity may pe traced to the
f principles ireare advo-
cated by those professing to bedo servantstsi of
the living god and the miniministers of jesus
christ but do thathefh a scriptures the words
of eternal life as recorded in the biblebibie in-
culcate such ideas certainly not there
Is in the pplanpianan of salvation which god ourgyr
heabeaheavenlyvenlyvonly eatherfather has revealed perfectlyperfectiovelovelovemercy andaud justice and ovelyevery otherothen attaftattalflbutibutebutt which pertains to the chaohacharacterreeterrecter qt
deltydeity are perfectly illustrated hiin tha illanilian ff
salvation avwhichhalxhoil hebo has revealed tieforlor ai aap
guguidanceidanel I1

the wordywords afof jesus which I1 havel readkead tot01
youa contain an immutable truth phatchat ea
cep t a bo bomborn again helie galigall 0marthe kingkingdomom fad it Is an immutable
truth that except a man be6 bornarn of tilotile I1

odthe spirit he46 carlcazlcan not
kingdom of godudd these words j proceeded

J

mouth of jesjesushiihil the son af god
the author of dbrour salvation the founderrounder ofour rereligionalgion boho was perfectly acquaintedted
with the laws necessary to be obeyed inI1order to effect an entrance inintoto bishis PAfatherskingdom and belpbeing thus acquainted he
had the right as well asai thothe kabknowledge
necessary to advance andtend proclaim this doc

ineno to the children of mentrwhile we are upon the subject we mayasa well make aa few remarks upon the natureturo of this newnow birth of which jesusjesua
As I1 have toldspeaks you and as youyott

well knowkno F there Is a large class inin chrisichrisch ris i
mendom who believebelleve that this new birtbirthliconsistsconsists of whitwhat they term a changechango ofheart if theahe hearlheartundergoes a change theysay the creature Is bornbora again now I1 4ddnot so understand the scriptures Jadodjnotnothink that tha change ofheart thus referotereferredpredto Isiq thothe new birth to which the savior refers on thetho contrary it says hore in areaerealplainness that they must be bbarnarn of shewathe wateras well agas of the spirit not for thethothippulingliffingaviahaway the filth ofbf the flesh gias I1 readroad twytoyouin the passage from peter but foifor thathe an-swer of iia good conscience totowardward god

jesusjesus as YOyon will recollect on the occasionnwhen john toetoo baptist as he was called

was baptizing in jordan wentwant and offered
himself to john as a candidate for baptism
john batanhavingg received a testimony from the
father that jesusjesua was his beloved soneon in
whom hebe was well pleased knowing also
that he himself was thefordthe norefore runner of
jesus spoken of by the prophets declined
to baptize him sayingbaying in effect it laIs better
for me to submit to theeth66 than for thee to
submitto me jesus replied suffer it to
be so now totofalfulfillfill all righteousness
then john took jeansjesus and baptized him

here we have an example on the partlart of
the saylor of obedience to a certain ordi-
nance some say thatthit in this ordinance
jesus bad water poured upon him others
say behe was sprinkled and a f great many of
the popular pictures represent him stand-
ing in the jordan with hisbis arms folded
across his breast and john the baptist
pouring water on his head but a careful
perusalerusal of the writings of those who haveascribeddescribed this evenoveneventeveni will leave but one
conclusion odthe unprejudiced mind and
that is that jesus went down into the
water and was baptized by john ananddeamecame
up out of the water and that if pouring or
sprinkling had been the method of ad-
ministering thothe ordinance ofof baptism
therothere would have been no necessity for
john and the people of jerusalem anaand the
regions round about tobaieto have gone the disdid
tancetanco that intervened betweebetweenii the river
jordan andaud jerusalem to attend to it and
in fact there areother passages in the scrip-
tures which go to prove that immersion
was the method of baptism and that john
so administered the ordinance in one
passage of scripture it isid said thathat johntJohn was
baptizing at ita place near enon because
there was much water there showing thatthit
an abundance of water was necessary for
its correct administration this was the
ordinanceordin ancoaneo that jesus submitted to he waswm
the son of god the iamblamb slain from before
the foundation of the world he was spot-
less and sinless in the sight of his father
yet he considered it necessarynecessary to attend to
thisthia ordinance that he might fulfill all
righteousness and it isii a remarkable fact
that we have no account in the scriptures
of jesus acting in his ministry until he had
attended to this ordinance

this as I1 understand the scriptures and
as bethe latter day saints testify was the
new birth he went down into one eldoldele-
ment was buried in that element and
ebergemergingdg was born again in
other words was born of the water can
youyon imagineimigine a newnow birth more perfectly
represented thanthau by this act which I1 hhavehavo0
described ierjerperformedformeaformed by john upon Jesus
afteralter this birth ctof tthothe0 water had taken
pplaceaceaco the birth of the spirit followed for as
soon as he came up out of the water the
holy aghos in the likeness of a doye des-
cended upon him and a voice was heard
from heaven testifying that he wawas the
beloved son in wiliom the father was well
pleased jesus was envelopedd jd that
spiritual element arddarid wasw born of the

be hadlhadibeen born otof thethin waterwat
thus in his own basecasecaso he illustrateded by
his obedience and humility to thothe will of
hKhist eatherfather the doctrine which hebe taught lo10
Nicodemnicodemusue and which he decdeclaredlaredlareu was
necessary to prepare nutnot orilonly him bubbul all
the childrenchildreii of meilmellmen to enter into ag kingklog
domdoni of god in onceone
of being buriedburled with christ in1 baptism in
the likeness of hislibi burial in the likeness
also of hishia resurrectionresurrectlobiob the burial in the
liquid grave being symbolical of the death
and burial of the son of god andiud the com-
ing forth of his resuresurrectionerection

this doctrine Isii clearly laid down in the
scriptures you will find it if youyon trace
the preaching and the labors of the apos-
tles and the men who abroworewere immediately
connected with the lord in his ministra-
tions to the veoplepeople mouyou will find thatthai in
every instancestancoIn where the records arear1

0 cormcornc0m 1

plotpiet0 these ordinancesordin abbes were attended to
thetho peopleae ifdf they believed in jesus chrisachrist4

and repentedar their sinasins were baptized
in order thathattheytheythoy plight beto bomborn of the wa I1

terterp and anterafter attending to this ordinance
they worewere then baptizedf of the spirit 0ori 1inn

bad handsbands ikidlaid upon them forfori1

jhlne rihoogi holy 01 ost they cerepaworewere en 1bedameand spirit and be-
camecamecamo begal of aad onentitledtitled to anatt qaen-
trance into thothe Kingilgin of god there Is
not an instance of yutherap kind found on
record inim thetho scrip we often quotequte
the teachingscuchcach ings of peterreter himself onou the payday
of pentecost tp0 proveprave thisthia and in passing
along I1 mayeas weilwell briefly allude to U

onorthethothe day of pentecost after the jewsjears
bad boenboea convinced of the fact that jesus
the azarene whovrho had been cruelernelcrucifiedniedfied as a
malefactor wawaa indeed tho very messiah of
whom the prophets whwhenentheythey
werewore convinced of this and also of the fact
that the men who stood and preached in

and through whom they had
seen the power of god manifested were bishislis
apostles they cried men and brethren
what shall wowe do they felt that they
were allisinnersnent probably for aughtie know
they hadbad consented in their feelings to thathe
death of this hoilhollholy being and they gave
vent to their acxanxietyety in the exexpressionp I1havohave already quoted now it la to be prepro

that on that occasion peter declared
the gospel in its fullness and purity as itexisted infix the mind of god and as it hahadjeonbeen revealed to him by jesus we can nolnilnotpresume taught something howadhowaihe was
not warrantedgrantedwa in teaching something thathatwas not thetho gospel for the occasion was one
of the probably thatthehd
church witnessed in that generation itAwaswarasaas as far as we know the first proproc clamalamat
tion of the gospel after the death of jesusa

and it tethe first time the pow-
er of god kyaskyarKras manifested to such a wonder-
ful extent peter then standistandingbiafig up in-
spired nolnot only with the greatness of the
occasionloni butbat with the sublimity oftie
manifestations that had heenbeen poured out bygod doolab forfon tuetee
was declaringieng the gospogospel in thothe earspars of tho
assembled jews at jejerusalemru who hadbad
crucified Jesusalso by the spirit and power
of his great office we can not doubt that
be declared the gospel in simplicity and
plainness and hebe saidibaldisaidbaid inip reply to their
very important questionestionestfon repent and be
baptized every one of you for the remis-
sion of your sins and ye shallshail receive the
holy ghost

now here were jhothetho two lirtha of
which I1 have spoken they already be-
lieved that jesus was the christ and they
were told to repent and bobe baptisedbaptizedsed for
thothe remission of weirthair sins not I1 repeat
agalaagain for the putting away of the filth ofor
the flesh butbul lor the remission of their sinsallis
that they might boborabebo born of the water that
they might become suitable candidates to
recereceiveivelve the birth of spirit peter
continued and yeyo shall receive thetho holyghost for the promise iaIs unto yoayon and
to your children and all them that i are
afar off even as many as the lord our Ggodigodlodi
shall call and they went and were bap-
tized and we are told that three thousand
were added to the church on that occasion
thisthia is only an example of what thetho apos
ties afterwards taught idoI1 do nopnoi intend
this afternoon to quote the numerous
instances that occur in the scriptures where
this doctrine was taught where it was
obeyed by those unto whom it was taught
and the blessings that followed obedience
but I1 call attention to the fact that this docdoe
trinetricie was set forth by the apostles even
as jesus taught it and even as jesus obeyed
it androd that they administered thothe ordin-
ances as the lord had taught them j

it may bebd said how is ftit possible forthefor thetho
millions that exist on the face of the earth
to obey this doctrine this question is
very frequently asked us because the
latter day saints dwell very considerably
upontipon this part ofor the gospel and upon the
necessity of these ordinances being obeyed
the question Tery naturally immediately
rises in the minds of men if it be necessary
thatall merimerlmenben and women should bobe bomborn of
the water and of theth spiriteSpirit then chatiswhat is to
became of the mUlmuimillionsloiis who have died and
have not had the opportunity I1 recollect
on one occasion when quite a youth
speaking upon this principle of baptism
and dwelling at some length upon the
necessity of people yielding obedience to
it after I1 had got through a gentleman
walked up totomeme and said he hadbad been
veryvory rauchmuch interested in my remarks but
aneone difficulty hadbd suggested itself to his
mind and he would like to have ineingme ex
plainiainlain said he you doubtless recollect
when jesus was crucified there winewirewere two
Ilitilchieveslavoi with him oneffono of whom upbraidedupbraided
and railed at him this called forth a
rebuke from the other thief who turning
to jesus saidsald lordifford remember me when
thouahou unto thy kingdom jesus
replied on this wise this day
thou bo with me in paradise now said
the gentlegentiegentlemenminmiu if yourjouryour doctrine be correct
that a man must be born ofthe water and
of the spirit before he anqancan enter the king-
dom ofbf god I1 wouldwoula like to khow tiowliowhow
that thierthiefthief entered that kingdom 11 well
looklookinging at it from his standpoint it wasas
a veryvry plausible question and it lookedlooka as
though his position was
butwid eusjus enter into the kingdom of
goddod when hp wwahwaia crucicruelcrucifiedfled did he when
he waswaft erpel enter upon thothe glory he
afterwards attainattainedpd uunton to andhad did the thief
accompanyaccompanycompani him r know that many
christian ministers ssiso0 cacalledlidd bellebelieve0 this
IZ know theythoy toachteach it iiin reading wetile
newspapers I1 freirefrequentlyneatly seesea accounts of
the execution of ylievile entire
iflivesas have benhenen spent in ohpth commission of
revolting crimes Chilstchristianlanian ministers so
called attend those criminals while incar-
ceratedperated iain jjailallail and to the gallowsgallos theythoy
pray with them and ependeavordeavor to awaken
them toa sense of their lost condition and
frequently they are successful for manyany
ininfluencesfluences aroare brought to bearbeat on the minds
of malefactors at such times andud their
hearts are sontsoftsoftenedenod at the neannearbeai prospect of
death thentheo when these ministers ac-
companycompanv them to the scaffold they will
pray with them there and they assure
themthera that through the merits and death of

will be ushered into thothe kingdom
of heaven as soon as89 they aroare executed
this is the invariable assurance given to
criminals who will listen to them by
ministers of this dosdesdescriptioncrip tion they be-
llevoalevo that the thiefthieron the cross waswaa ushered
into the immediate presence of god there
to dwell eternally in peace and felicity this
was the view entertained by this ggentle-
man

antle
I1 have mentioned

if yonyou will turn and read thetho ticaccountcount of
the resurrection of jojesussuat you will find onan
explanation of this tthath probably many
havohave not thought of youyon recollect that
after thetho death of jesus and after he had
been placed in the sepulchre theretherethero was great
anxiety on the part of the apostles and
those who had been familiar with jesus
as to his body they looked for huhis resur-
rection they expected him to comocome forth
but they were filled with doubt and auxanxi-
ety

f
for they had the idea that he would

return king of israel that the set time had
come fornor the establishmentof gods jung
dom on the earth never more to be thrown
down Aamonganong others who was veryveny anx-
ious about this was mary one of the


