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DISCOURSE

By Elder GEORGE 0. CANNON. De- | enter iuto the |
. Q. C4 ' not even see the kingdom without the | Father that Jesus was his beloved so
new birth, and he can not enter that | whom h

kingdom without being born of the |that he,
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I wiLL read a portion of the 3rd chap-
ter of Peter’s
a! the 18th verse:

For Christ alsa hath once suffered for
gins, the just for the ubjust, that he might

bring us to God, being put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

FHE DESERET NEWS.

dom of God

the water and of ‘the Spirit he €an not

water and of the Bpirit,
is exceedingly positive, it leaves no
room for doubt; there iz no chance to
evade the fact of this doetrine if there
is to be any reliance placed upon Lhe

8t epistle, commencing | words of Jesus, Then, we are forced

to the belief that no man can enter into | the Savior of obedience to a certain ordi-
the kingdom of God unless he be born | nanee. Some say that in this ordinance

of the water and of the Spirit.
Well, takiog these passages into con-
sideratiov, a large class of people have

By which also he went and preached unto | come to the coneclusion that unless a

the spirits in prison; |
Which ' sometimes were disobedient,
when once the long-suffering of God wait-
od in the days of Noah, while the ark was
4 preparing, wherein few, that is, eight
souls, were saved by water, |
The like figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now save us, (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the an-
swer of a good conscience to
the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

ward God,) by | savior of the world, who believe that in

man is born again, or, s they term it,
experience a change of heart, he is con-
signed to endless misery; and there are
those who believe that all the heathen
who have died in ignoravee of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ are thus punisted,
and, in fact Lthere are those who profess
to have faith in Jesus Christ as (ke

hell, that place of torment from which

Who is gone into heaven, and is on the | they declare there is no escape, there

right hand of God; - angels, and au-<
thorities, and powers being made subject
unto him. b

are infants by scores, and hundreds and
thousands, and I may say by millions,
enduring inconceivable ansd endless

In the fourth chapter of this epistle | torment because they have died before

the same subject is continued,
apostle says:

Who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation, ready to be
revealed in the last time. |

Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now
for a reason (if need be) ye are in heavi-
ness through manifold temptations,

When I was called upon to speak,
these passages suggested themselyes to
my mind. Whether the Spirit will
lead me to dwell upon them at length I
do not know, but thera are important
principles embodied in these
which I have read in your hearing,

principles which, when rightly under- | which they never heard?
stood, chauge the belief of men in rela- | idea is unworthy of intelligent beings.
tion vo the future, that is, the belief of | Suppose that any of us who have families

ae- | should pass a law or prescribe arule for

For | their government, and at the time it is | emerging therefrom, was born

those who receive the commonly
cepted creeds of Christianity,

some reason or other, there is an idea
prevalent in the Christian world that
mankind, when they lay down their
mortal lives, are consigned to a condi-
tion or place of happiness or pain, there
to remain throughout the endless ages
of  etermity. There may be
a few who do nobt entertain this

belief, but it is the 'general belief|

of most of the sects which comprise
Christendom. There ia an idea preva-

lent that if men do not receive what |

may be termed a conversion, or change
of heart, if they do not obtain a remis-
sion of sins through the blood of Jesus,
and they die in this condition, their
doom is irrevocably fixéd,and that they
are consigned to eternal, never-ending
misery. I believe that I do not mis-
state the belief, in'this respect, of some
of the most prominent sects that com-
En:laa the Christian world, so-called.

various denominations in relation to
the future of the heathen—those who
die without a knowledge of the name of
Jesus, and of his character as the Re-
deemer and Savior of the world. I have
asked them what they thought the con-
dition of the heathen would be, and
where any definite answer was made,
the feelings of such persons would lean
to the idea that they would be consign-
ed to hell; with others, either no defi-
nite idea was entertained, or, being
more tender in thcir feelings, the an-
swer would be, they did not know what
their future condition would be. -
There is an expression of the Savior's
to Nicodemus, which I think I will
read; it is found in the third chapter
of John's gospel.  “There was a man
of the Pharisees,’” John writes, ‘‘nam-
ed Nieodemus, a rulér of the Jews; the
same came to Jesus by night and said
unto him, ‘Rabbi, we know thou art a
teacher come from God, for no man

can do these miracles that thou doest
excep’ God be with him,’”

Jesus ,answered and sald unto hiwm,
Yerily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God.

Nicodemus saith unto him, How ecan a
man be born when he is 0ld? Can he enter

the second time into his mother’s womb
and be born?

Jesus answered, Verily I say
unto thee, Excepta man ﬁe born of water

and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom ntpﬂo& 2

That which is born of the flesh is flesh;

and that which is born of '
spirit. n of the Spirit is

bﬂh{m&l not t-hﬂ.l nid unto t_ha-e, Yemust

verily,

efinite ‘doctrine laid
r, that unless a man

Now hereis a d
down by the Savio

is born again he can not see the king-|

-

¥

have conversed with ministers of

|

‘

.you, contain an immutable truth: that ex-
ceptam

The | receiving the ordinances which they | was the method of baptism, and that John

consider necess to salvation.

I do not thus understand the Scriptures,
I do not thus understand the plan of salva-
tion; I do not thus view the ugnraeta

clare most emphatically that he
mercy, and a God of love. Can we, even
in our degraded condition, consider a
being endowed in the least degree with

the atiributes of love and mercy, or even | righteousness; and it is a remarkable fact
of justice, who would consign millions of | that we have no account in the Scriptures
Verses | his creatures to endless torment because | of Jesus actin

they do not believe and obey a docirine

hy such an

and unless he is born of | was ﬁnptliin

| conclusion on!the unprejudiced mind, and

| water and was baptized by John, and came

r and | there was niuch water there,showing that
dealings of God our heavenly Father with | an abundance of water was necessary for
his creatures. One of the most prominent | its correct administration, This was the
attributes which we ascribe to our Father | ordinance that Jesus submitted to. He was
in heaven is mercy. The Secriptures de- | the Son of God,the lamb slain from before
a God of | the foundation of the world; he was s

in Jordan, went and offered
himself to John as a candidate for baptism,
n
o was well pleased; knowing also
himself, was the fore-runner of
b{ntha Prughah, declined
to baptize him, saying, in effeci, it is better
for me to submit to thee than for thee to
submit to me. Jesus replied, “Suffer it to
be so now, to fulfill righteousness.”
Then John took Jesus and baptized himw,
Here we have an example on the of

Jesus bad water poured upon him, others
say he was sprinkled, and a [great many of
the popular pictnres represent him stand-
ing in the Jordan with bhis arms folded
‘across his breast and John the Baptist
pouring water on his head; but a carefal

erusal of the wrilings of those who have

escribed this event will leave but one

that is that Jesus went down .into the

up out of the water; and that if pouring or
sprinkling had been the method of ad-
ministering the ordinance of baptism,
there would have been no necessity for
John and the people of Jerusalem and the
regions round about, to have gone the dis
tance that intervened between the river
Jordan and Jerusalem to attend to it, and
in fact there areother p ia the Scrip-
tures which go to prove t immersion

so administered the ordinance. In one
of Scripture it is said that John was
Wpﬂﬂng at a place near Enon, because

t-
less and sinless in the sight of his Father,
et he considered it necessary to attend to
his ordinance that he might fulfill all

in his ministry until he had

atterded to this ordinance.
This, as I understand the Seriptures, and
as the Latter-day Saints testify, was the
new birth., He went down into one ele-

passed or prescribed,a
ren are not within hearing, and while still

in ignorance of it, they unconsciously vio- | represented than by this act which I have
late it, and because of this the father pun- | deseribed,

ishes them.
a father? - Would you not say that he was
this would be our verdict, if we pronounec-
ed any, we could not pronounce otherwise,
We would be com

in this manner would geither be kind, just
nor wise. And shall it be said of our
venly Father, who isthe fountain of
mercy and justice. that he will act

obey the laws he has never made kn
to them? Certainly not; and it is o
count of these doectrines, which have

Christendom, that skeptics are numbered | the likeness of his burlal, in the likeness

by hundreds of thousands and it may be
said by millions, The feelings of the peo-
ple recoil, humanity revolls at such mon-
strous doctrines, and the growth of skepti-
cism and infidelity, may be traced to the

rtion of our child- | other words was born of the waler. Can

What would yon say of sech | After this

unjust, baish and cruel? Why, certainly | goon as he came upout of the water, the

pelled to come to the | from heaven, testifying that he was the
conclusion that the father who would act | peloved son in whom the Father was well

163~ | gpiritual element, and was
love, | Spirit as he hadibeen born of the water,
with | Thus, in his own_cas
less justice than man, and that he will pun- | his obedience and humility to the will of
ish, curse and consign to eternal misery, | his Father, the docirine which he taught to
his children because they have failed to | Nicodemus, and which he declar

n
been | dom of God. Paul,also, in one place,speaks
propounded and circulated so widely in | of being buried with Christ in baptism in .

ment, was buried in that element, and,
again, in

you imagine a new birth more perfectly

rformed by John upon Jesus?
irth ¢f the water had taken
place, the birth of the Spirit followed,for as

Holy Ghost, in the likeuness of a dove, des-
cended upon bim, and a voice was heard

pleased. Jesus was enveloped in that

rn of the
case, he illustrated, by

Was
necessary to prepare not only him but all
the children of men to enter inlo the king-

also of his resurrection; the burial in the
liguid grave being symbolical of the death

forth therefrom of his resurrection.

in .
is doctrine is clearly laid down in the

fact that such hideous principles are advo-
cated by those professing to
the Hﬂn%God
Christ.
of eternal life, as record
cualcate such ideas? Certainl
is in the plan of salvation, whi »d
heavenly Father has revealed, perfect love;
mercy and justice, and every other attri-
bute  whigch pertains to the character ot
Deity are perfectly illustrated in the plan of
salyation which he has revealed for inan’s
guidanea, | ;' | i gt |
‘The words of Jesus which I have read to

ch God our

be born again he can not see
the kingdom of God, It is animmutable
truth that, pt a man be born- of the
water and of the Spirit, he can not enter the
kingdom of -God. These words, proceeded
from the mouth of Jesus, the Son of God,
the author of our salvation, the founder of

our religion. He was perfectly acquainted |

with the laws necessary to be obeyed in
order to effect an entranee into his Father's
kingdom; and being thus acquainted, he
had the right as well as the knowledge
necessary to advance and proclaim this dec-
ine to the children of men,
‘r'While we are upon the subject we may
23 well make a few remarks upon the na-
ture of this new birth of which Jesus
speaks. As I have told you, and as you
well know, there is a large class in Chris-
tendom who believe that this new birth
consists of what they term a change of
heart; if the heart undergoes a change they
say the creature is born again. Now, I do
not so understand theScriptures, I d’u not
think that the change of heart thus referred
to, is the new birth to which the Savior re-
fers; on the contrary, it says here in great
plainness, thatthey mustbe born of the wa-
ter as well as of the Spirit, Not for the putting
away the filth of the flesh, as I read. to you
in the passage from Peter, but for the an-
swer of a consci '

ence toward God,

Jesus, as you will recollect, on the oceasion

in the Bible, in- to the people.
not. . There E:: - S

| church witnessed in that

Scriptures. You will fnd it if yon trace

servants of | the preaching and the labors of the A

and the ministers of Jesus | {]les and the men who were imm"edia;zeij:
ut do the Bm:gtnm, the words | connected

with the Lord in his ministra-
You will find that in
ry instance where the records are com-
plete, these ordinances were attended to—
the people, if they believed in Jesus Christ
and repented of their gins, were baptized,
in order M,thqtv mlfhh.bo born of the wa-
tery. and after attend ;:f to this ordinance,
they were then baptized of the Spirit, or, in
other words, bad bands laid upon them for
-the giftofithe Hely Ghest, They were en-
«weloped in and bern of that Spirit, and be~
 came lagal heirs of and entitled to an en-

trance.into tho Kingdom of God. Thereis |

nof an instance of any other kind found on
‘record in the Scriptures, We often quote
| the teachings of Peter, himself, on the Day
-of Pentecost, to prove: this, and in passing
‘along, I may:as well briefly allude to it,
On the Day of Pentecost, after the Jews
bad been convinced of the fact that Jesus
the Nazarene, who had been erucified asa
malefactor, was indeed the very Messiah of
whom the Prophets had epoken: when the
were convineed of this and also of the fact
that the men who stood and preached in
their midst, and through whom they had
scen the power of God manifested, were his
apostles, they cried: “Men and i)rathran,
what shall we do?”’ They felt that they
were sinners; probably, for aught we know,
they had consented in their feelings to the
death of this holy being, and they gave
vent to their anx ;? in the expression I
have already quoted. Now it is to be pre-
sumed that on that oceasion Peter declared
the gospel in its fullness and purity, as it
existed in the mind of God
beén revealed to him b
presume that he taugh
- not warranted in teaching, somethin
was not the gospel, for the occasion was one
of the mostimportant, probably, that the
E:nmtinn. It
was, as far as we know, the first proclama-

when John the Baptist, as he was called,

tion of the gospel after the death of Jesus,

and burial of the Son of God, and the com-~'

‘|

kKingdom of God; he can | John, having received a testimony from the | ful extent. Peter, then

609

and it was eertainly the first time the pow-
er of God was man fo such a wonder-
standing up, in-

| though his

1

Y | ministers of this description,

| explanation of this that probably

spired mot only with the tness tﬂ'thﬁ
ﬂqmﬁnn, but with the nn-glmity of the
manifestations that had been poured out by
God, by the fact that he, for the first time,
was declaring the in the ears of the
assembled Jews at. Jerusalem who had
crucified Jesus,also by the Spirit and power
of his great office, we can not doubt that
he declared the anpal in simplicity - and
plainness, and he said, in reply to their
very important question, ‘“Repent and be
baptized, every one of you, for the remis-
sion of your sins, and ye shall riceivs the

Now here were the twoe Lirtks of
which I have spoken. They alrsady be-
lieved that Jesus was the Christ, and they
were told to repent, and be baptised for
the remission of their sins; not, I répeat
again, for the putting away of the filth of
the flesh, but for the remission of their sins,
that tl.:;.? might be born of the water, that
they ht become suitable candidates to
receive the birth of the.Holy Spirit. Peter
continued: ‘““And ye shall receive the Holy
Ghost, for the promise is unto you and
to your children, and all them that are
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God
shall call.” And they went and were bap-
tized, and we are told that three thousand
were added to the chureh on that oecasion.
This is only an example of what the Apos-
tles afterwards taught., I do nou intend,
this afternoon, to quote the numerous
instances thatoocur in the Seriptures where
this doctrine was tauiht, where it was
obeyed by those unto whom it was tanght,
and the blessings that followed obedience;
but I call attention to the fact that this doe-
trine was set forth by the Apostles even
as Jesus taughtit and even as Jesus obeyed
it, and that they administered the ordin-
ances as the Lord had taught them.,

It may be said, How is it possible for the
millions that exist on the face of the earth
to obey this doetrine? This question is
yvery frequently asked us, because the
Latter-day Saints dwell very considerably
upon this part of the gospel, and upon the
necessity of these ordinances being obeyed.
The question, very naturally, immediately
rises in the minds of men, if it be necessary
that all men and women should be born of
the water and of the Spirit, then what is to
becesme of the millions who have died and
bave not had the opportunity? I recollect,
on one occasion, when quite a youth,
speaking npon this prineiple of baptism,
and dwelling, at some length, upon the
necessity of people vielding obediemce to
it, After I had got throulﬁh, a %untlamm
walked up to me, and d he had been
very much interested in my remarks, but
one diffienlty had suggested itself to his
mind, and he would like to have me ex-
plain. Said he, you doubtless recolleel
when Jesus was erucified there were two
thieves with him, one of whom upbraided
and railed at him, This called forth a
rebuke from the other thief, who, turning
to Jesus, said, “Lord, remember me when
thon comest unto thy Kingdom.” Jesus
replied on this wise: *‘This day shalt
thou be with me in paradise.” Now, said
the gentlemen,*'if your doctrine be correct,
that a man must be born of the water and
of the Spirit before he can enter the king-
dom of God, I would like to know How
that thief entered that kingdom."” - 'Well,
looking at it from his standpoint, it was
a very plansible question, and it looked as

position was incontrovertable.
But did Jesus enter into the kingdom of
God when hﬂﬁwds.a crtuﬂiﬂed? Elld hf’ r;hﬁ
he was erucified, enfer upon the gio
afterwards itt.;iine;‘il m%tn,khnﬂ dlsh t1?ﬂm‘:in¥
accompany - him? now Las
{}hrhhpﬂn ministers, so-called, believe this,

|'T -know they teach it, ~In reading the

newspapers I frequently see accounts of
the execution of vile criminals,whose entire
lives have been spent in the commission of
revolting erimes, Chrislian ministers, so-
called, attend these criminals while incar-
cerated in jail, and to the gallows; they
pray with them and endeavor to awaken
them to a sense of their lost condition, and
frequently they are successful, for many
influences are brought to bear on the minds
of maletactors at such times and their
hearts are softenod at the near prospect of
death. Then, when these ministers ac-
company them to the scaffold they will
pray with them there, and they assure
them that through the merits and death of
Jesus they will be ushered into the kingdom
of heaven assoon as they are executed,
This is the invariable assurance given to
criminals who will listen to them, by
They be-
lieve that the thiefon the cross was ushered
into the immediate presence of God, there
to dwell eternally in peace and felicity. This
was the view entertained by this gentle-
man I hayve mentioned.

If you will turn and read the sccount of
the resurrection of Jesus, you will find an
many
have not thought of, You recellect that
after the death of Jesus, and after he had

| been placed in the sepulchre,there was great

anxiety on the part of the Apostles and

» 80d as it had | ag ¢y his body. They
Jesus, We can not rection, they expected him to come forth,
something he was | hut they were filled with doubt and anxi-
g that | gty, for they had the idea that he

een familiar with Jesus,
looked for his resar-

those who had

would
return king of Israel, that the set time had
come for the establishment of God’s king-
dom on the earth never more to be thrown
down. Among others who was anx-
ions about this, was Mary, ona of the



