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iamlamI1 am thankful for thetile privilege of againarain ap-
pearing here before the bietibrethrenfreniren and sistersbisters A
bovfodcowfow of us have beenheen absent for a short time and
iuin ourabence I1 hodehone and trust you have been
blessed with the holy spirit of the lord I1 pray
for the continuance of the light of that spirit to
rest upon the saints this I1 crave continually for
myself and farll who profess to be saints of the
most highfligh 1

As I1 have frequently thought and said when
duty requiresrequire I1 amana happy inILI going from home
and I1 am happy in returning for it is my great-
est joy and comfort to do what the lord requires
ofor me and what I1 know to be mv duty no mat-
ter what it Is if the lord requirejires itlt of me this
coursecoarse gives joy and peace when this principle
becomes the acting principle of aaltheallali the saints we
shall find that zion is lierehere we shall be in thetile
midatmidst ofor it we shallshail enjoy it

As individuals we enjoy zionahzion at present but
not as a community there is so much sin dark-
ness and ignorance and thetile vailvall of the covering
which is over the nations of the earth liIs measur-
ably over the latter day saints the same un-
righteousrighteous principles which becloud the minds of
men universally less becloud the mindminds
of the latter day saints though the vailvall is
partially broken to the saints though it becomes
thin as it were and tiietile twilight appears like thellie
dawning of the day yet we may travel for many
years before the sunshine appears it does nothot
yet appear to this people they argare merely in the
twilitwilightlit
A AAss one expressed it in ancient timetimea we see
throughnigh a glass darkly through a smoked or
dim glass through which we cannot behold ob-
jects clearly with the natural eye

we have notriot faith sufficient to have revelation
to have the visions of eternity opened unto us so
clearly that we may see things as they are con-
sequentlysequentir we havehava to live by faith and not by
sight we have to live by the principles of tiiethe
goepelgospel which is faith in the heart and obedience
totollstoilsits requirements it is13 our joy and salvation
thattint we havellave this privilege

if we could understand the nature of the priest-
hood could comprehend it fully this people as a
community the eiders as elders of israel quo
rams as quorumsqu when they present themselves
before the lordloid would possess keys to uunlock the
treasury of heaven and we could receive as one
person receives from anothermno therlher to us as a people
the keys ofor thetiie rich store house of the lord are
committed yet we do not fully know how to un-
lock aandnd receive we receive a little herehera and
there and the hearts of the people are comforted
by thethe very priesthood we are in possession of
which iuslus been given to this people for the express
burppurposeose ot01 theirthein receiving that which god has
givengiyengiyengiven them though nothot yet to possess it indepen-
dently but as means for trial

alithiss priesthood is13 given to the people and the
keys therthereofeor and when properlyproperty understoodlorzlorythethey
may actually unlock the treasury of the lord
and receive to their fullest satisfaction but
throughthron gli our own weaknesses through the frailty
of liaman nature we are not yet capable of doing
sosossol
ivwe arvehava to humble ourselves and become like

ittleittie children inILL our feelings to become humble
and childlike in spirit liin ordervorder to receive thefhehe first
illumilluminationsinactions of the spirit of the gospel thentilen we
have the privilege of growing of increasing in
kooknowledgeleda IIIin wisdom and in understanding
thistills is a greit privilege while the world except-
ing this people who inhabit thesealiese valleys aadaid those
that are with us inill different parts ofor
the earth iirdire destitute otof thistills principle and priv-
ilege stillstilt many of us and I1 may say com-
parativelyively all ofor us are I1upon the same ground
situated precisely like othotherer proleproreprofessorsors of religion
init order that wwe may strstruggleurgleurgie wrestle and strive
until the lord bursts tilethe vailvall and sussufsuffersflers us to
behold illshis glory or a portion of it

if we did fully understand the principles of thehe
popigogospelgopip I thetho keys of the priesthood it would be
familiarr with upu and beb easy to be understood and
tto0 actadtct upon and perform and be no more of a
mi lacleincle to know how to receive the things ofor god
by revelation than it Is now a miracle to know
howlow to cast the seed into the ground after it iii

prepared and reap our crops I1

an individual who holds a share in the priest-
hood and continues faithful to his calling who
delights himself continually in doing the ththings1151ings
god requires at illshis handhandshandtt ad continues through
lifelire I1inn the performance of every dutdutyy will secure
to hihimselfMselfseit not only the privilege of receivingreci ivine but
the knowledge how to receive the things of god
that I1heie may knowknoby the mind of god continually I1

and holie will be enabled to discern between
and wrongwrung between the things ofor god and the
things that are not of god and the priesthood I1
the spirit that is within him will continue to hiin
creerecresecrosese until it bbecomescomes like a fountain of living
water until it is like the tree of ilfelife until it Is
oneoun continualki a hirceiunce of intelligence and instruc-
tion to that individual

this is one of the most glorious and happy
principles that onncin be set before any denpe or
aelatiauy individual who will be faifalfaithful to his god and
to highid religion upon whoever are bestowed the
keys of the eternal priesthood byb a faithful life
will secure to themselves power to see thetile things
of god and will understand theinthem aaa 3 plainly asus
they ever understood anything by gazing upon
it with their natural eyes or as clearly nsis they
ev f could oneona object from another by
theirthein

I1 it is the privilege of every person who isits faith-
ful to the priesthood who can overcome the ene-
my thwart the design of death or him that hath
ahw1119 power of it to live upon the earth until their
appointed time and they may know see und tillun
derstin nd by revelation the things of god just

asits naturally as we understand natural phillp that
are around us

we inquire is this the character of the people
called latterlatier day saints wevre can say it is the
character of many of them but when we reflect it
is not thetha case with the whole of them there
are many who never fallfail to improve ulcia every
means of grace given them upon every particle
of light imparted to them they perform every
duty that is made known to them they cease to
do evil wherever an evil Is3 presented to them
theythy refrain BOso far as is in their power from everyeveriact anufromand from every thought and whichchicI1
is contrary to the holy gospel

again when we look around we see many
very many men and women who profess to
know thetha things 0ft god to belong to hisliss family
to the church of the firstborngirstfirstborn the Church of0
jesus christ who are wrought upon by
the holynoly spirit ot01 the gospel which liashas caused
them to rejoice therein who give thanks to their
god rejoice with joy unspeakable and you
wawoulda ld think they were very near the kingdom ofor
liewenheaven near the threthreshold ortheodthe ealagala which
opens into thetha presence ofor the father andslid the
son and yet if anything crosses themtham wiliwiil give
way to an evilelvil temper and if unyanythingthing 19isia19 pre-
sented to them which they do notrot understand
they condemn it at once they are ready to pass
judgment uranupon that which they do not under
stand if they are crossed by their friends and
families they are ready to speak by the spirit of
evil by the spirit of contention they are ready
to receive a little malice in their hearts they
do all this they turn round and repent of it they
are sorry for it and they say they will try to do
better will try to overcome their passions or
the temptations of the evil one in their natures
you see them again have they kept themselves
pure no they have not but they havellave given
way to evil to a little dishonesty falsifyfalsifyingingiingo
shading of sentiment speeches sayings and do-
ings ofof their neighbors they have given way
to anger and will remark sultsiltit is true I1 got an-
gry I1 was overcome true I1 acted thetha fool but I1
mean to refrain from so doing in the future lt
and thus they live for a spell but how long will
it be before they are again overtaken in fault
then if a delusive spirit professedly a righteous
onelonesone Isis cast into a neighborhood howlow easy such
people are decoyeddecayed by it ledid away by it

atoneat one time you see them as enthusiastic as
mortals can be in what they cacallI1 righteous prin-
ciples and hear them saying 1 I have more light
nowhow than I1 ever had before inill inmyy life I1 am bet-
ter now than I1 ever waswag I1 aam filled with the
lloylioyholy spirit

this is the way we often find them they are
rejoicedtejo iced exceedingly andnud arearo upon Pisgahs top
flaming latter day saints and perhaps when
tilethe next day or the next week has passed over
they are aneryangry filled with malice and wrath
after aawhilewhile they will say that was a delusive
spirit it is true I1 felt joyful ariaand happy I1 thought
it was the best spirit and the most light I1 ever en-
joyed illin all the days of my life but I1 nowtimy find
I1 was deceived I1 find that if I1 had continuedcontinued init
that spirit there was a trap laid to catchcatell me to
decoy me away and destroy my faith in the holy
gospel IsTs this the case with the latter day
saints yes with many of them

our religion
11

is a practical and progressprogressiveivelve one
it will not prepare a thief a liar a sorcerer a
whoremonger an adulterer a murderer or a
false illin onaonn day so that he can enter into
the celestial kingdom of god we ought to un-
derstandderstand that when our lives have been filled with
allill manner of wickedness to turn and repent of
our sins to be baptized for lleileliethe remission of them
and have our names written upon the church
r does not prepare us forforthefhethe presencepresence of our
father and elder brother what willwilt A con-
tinuationI1 inua tion ofor faithfulness to the doctrines of christ
n filing short of this will do80 itil the latterLatferDayday
saints should understand this do yes
do they live to it A great many of them do
not all ought to live their religion every day
andavid therethera are a great many who do butbut there
are a great many who do not whowiio are overcome
with evil get out ofot the true path of righteous-
ness and do those which are wrong they
contend with each other quarrel have broils andana
difficulties illin fiftmilies and in neighborhoods law
with facileacil other touching property one saying
this is mine and another saving it is not yours
but it is mine one says you havehava wronged
me ththee other says 1 I have not thus there
are tilouthousandssands of plans which the enemy of all
righteousness employs to decoy the hearts of the
peoplepoppep oppe away from righteousnessrig

if this people would jiva their religion and con-
tinue year after year to live their religion it would
not be many years before we would seeeee eye to

I1 eve thermthere would be no enci of opinion no
diffiedifferencerence of sentiment and the vail tilillthatat lownow
lianshangilianiL

over our minds would become so thin that
we should actuallyactu illytily see audand discern things as they
are

true we labor under many embarrassmentsembarrass ments
with regard to our progresss in christian life and
it is right we should be situated just as we amara
we wish to save the world ofor mankind and diffi-
cultiescul ties and obstacles are thrown
infit our way continually if thistills congregation
could live 20 years without communion and in-
tercourse

it

tercourse with any other people ifit we did not
I1 preach any more to the world and no more
saints were gathered from abroad we might per-
haps train ourselves so as to see eye to eye and
that too before wowe had lived as many years to
come as tillsthis church has been organizedorganisedsed

but no if weweareare instructed now and understand
all it is ouroar privilege to understand another year we
must have another batch of clay thrown in the
mill as br kimball calls it and this new supply
spoils more or less of the clay that isa already well
tempered andavid it is I1lightrightloht that it should be so
though thistilts is a good copcomparisonartsonarlson the making of
vessels out of clay and the grinding urun of oayday
still is it ht every respect correct vewe might

carrytarry it out perhapsperhap but I1 argue and believe
with all my soul that if there were
saints to emigrate to this point yearly fromirom
england or any other councountrytryg and though
thousands of tthehe wicked should gather with them
it would not prove for oneones moment that any
saint would be obliged to sinsiu thereby it would
not prove for one moment thathat this congregation
before me would tele obliged to do wrong

though we may be mingled together and our
interchanges are as oeytiey are still if a stranger
should look upon us as a ccommunity who have
been here many years aaland see but few ofor the
tletieneww comers do grongwrongprong and then judge us offoffardaudand
say we are all evil that none of us are righteous
that there ii nond good fruit here thatth it would be
an unrighteous judgmentig el and decision

it is our privilegeege lorforor youyoul and memetoto live from
this cayday so that ourout consciences will be void of
offenseoffence towards god ananddinanman ithalthait h in our
power to do so then why dont we what
is the matter I1 will tell you what the difficulties
and troubles are by relating br john youngs
dream lieile dreamed that helie saw the devil with
a lookingglasslooking glastglass in his hand and the devil heldfield
it to the faces of tietioth people and it revealed to
them faults but thetheirirownown

i thathe difficulty is neglecting to watch over our-
selves just RSAS soon as our eyes are turned
away from watching ourselves to seeeee whether
wava do right we begin to fee faults in our neinetneigh-
bors

gh
ors this is thathe great difficulty and our mindminds

become more and iacremr re blinded until we become
entirely darkeneddarkennkenO so long as I1 do the thing the
lord requires of me and do not stop to in
quire what I1 shall tell to my neighbor as hisbis
duty and pay very closecloe attention to my indi-
vidual person that mmyY words are right that my
actions are rightlight beforebe fore god that my reflections
are right and that my desires arearc according to
the hoholyly gospel I1 livehave not much titimeme to look
at the faults 0off my neighbors iIss notrot this

i true
I1

thu I1is our practical religion itilisillsis our duty to
stop andard begin to look at ourselves vewe may
have trials to pass through and when people
come to me and tell me that they are wonder-
fully tried aridalid llavenavedave a great many difficulties to
encounter have their troubles oil the right andan
on the left and what to do they are at a loss to
know I1 say 1 I ainninam glad of ilyILIit I1 rejoice to
think that they must have trials as well as other
people and when they say siltegitit seems as though
the devil would overovercomeegme me it is13 a pretty
good evidence that an individual is watching
himself

if people could always understand alibhe mani-
festationsfe cfof the spirit upon themselves they
would larnaarn1 arn that they cancinc in be tempted as well as
other people and that would make them care-
ful to watch temptation and overcome it
Consequentconsequentlylj 1I rejoice for them inasmuch as
every individual whowiio is prepared for the celestial
kingdom must go through thetiie sameparne thing

I1 am happy brethren for the privilege of hav-
inginehg temptation A great many people have
thongu dijtit that in my ilfelife I1 was riotflot tempted like
other men I1 tell them if I1 am jtit is none of
their business it is nothing to themtheme some say
br brigham you slide along and the devil jetslets

you alone if I1 have battles with him I1 cancall
overcome him single handed quicker thanth m to call
inn my neighbors to help me if I1 am tempted to
speak allan evil word I1 will keep my lips locked
together says one 1I do not knownow about that
that would be smothering up bad reeling s I1 am
wonderfullyerroyerray tried about my neighbor hebe haslias
done wrong he has abused me alfiand I1 feel dread-
ful bad abortabout it had I1 not better let it out than
to keep Wwt wranranklingklingliing within metymevyme no I1 will
keep hadbad feelings under and actuallyactu alIv smother
them to death then they are gone but as sure
as I1 let them out they will live andband afflict meine
if I1 smother them ina myself ifit I1 actually choke
them to death destroydearoy tilethe life tilethe power and
vigor thereof theyth will pass off and leave me
clear of fault ildiidarlualialla pure so0o far as that is con-
cerned and no manmail or woman onoil earth knows
that I1 have ever been tempted to indulge illin
wicked feelisfeelingss keep them to yourselves

if you feel evil keep it to yourselves until vouvonyou
overcome that evil principleprincipal this is what leallI1 callcali
resistingug the devil and betie flepsflees from me striveistriceI1
to not speak evil to not feel evil and if I1 do to
keep it to myself until it is gone from me and
not let it pass my lips i

you should succeed in bringing your tongues
into subjection so as to never letiet them speak
evil sa that they will perfectly obey your judge
menmenttandand the discretion god has gigivenlivenven you and
are perfectly obedientto the will of the holy gos-
pel illowliow long have wew tton live for that I1 do
not know but I1 am stron glyely of the opinion that
it is possible for a person to overcome their didispo-
sitions to evil to such a degree thathatt they will have
no evil in the heart to slipelip outont over thetile tongue
andiaand if there is none in the heart there i less dan-
ger of tilethe tongues being used to the
lakelage ofor that individual or to chatot anybodyinybody else
if there is nothing itin I1 helie heart which governs us
and controls to an evil effect the tongue ofot itself
will never produce evil

quite a number of us irive returned from our
southern mission and as It have given you a few
of my views with regard to sosomeme ofor the pattiparticularcular
partspart of our religion I1 say for myself and for
thetin rest of my who have been absent
with me wevve are happy to see you I1 am and I1
am sure that the rest are glad of the ge of
standing beforebeform you again in this boyshoys I1 have
bothin particular upon my mind only to urge
allnil the latter day saints to itrolivo their religion

I1 might say something with begird to the hard
times you know that I1 bahae11 told you that if
any one was afraid of starving to deathJ let him
leave and go whrewhere there iais plenty I1 do not
apprehend the least danger of starving for until
we eat up thetile last mule from the tip of th ear
to the end of th fly whipper I1 am not afraid of
starvingstarring to death ththrethrara are many prope whowiio

cannot now get employment butebutt the spring la
to open upon us soonboon and wowe ureere not

abing to sufferauter any more than what laIs for our
good I1 am thankful for the hand of the lord
which is visible I1 am as thankfulthank fufforforfon this provi-
dence ofor hisills as for any that I1 ever received I1
have told yousou years ago my feelings with re-
gard to their sympathies their faha gratitude and
thankfulness and their ac of the
hand of the lord and of the dispensations of hishu
providence siysly soulsoui has been grieved to bleed-
ing to see the waste and the prodigal feeling of
thistills people inlit tilethe use of their bountiful blessings
many have walked therntham aunderfoot and have beeri
ready to cursecursa god who bestowed them they
wanted gold and silver instead of wheat alaaiaaldand corn
and fine flour and the best vegetables whateverhatthat evereser
grewyew upon the earth they walked them under
ootfont and set at nought the choice blessings of the
lordbord their godgoi if I1 were to sw those individ-
uals obliged to gnaw thetile ground inill order to get
out the thistly roots allailand have nolie fi news to dig
them with it would not be a disagreeabaO sight tot
me until theythoy learn to know who it is that
them

we llevernever oughtdouht to be without three or five
years provisions on hand dutbat when you see
men run to hell to sell a bushel of wheat for sixty
cents instead of laying it up in their graliegrangranarieseriesries
forfonforafonaa day of scarcity you are forced to conclude
that they would tradtrade with the very devildavil to get
his coat and shoes in exchange for their wheat
I1 hope they will learn wisdom inill the future and
lay up wheat to feed thetha bretheren when they
come here from distant cuucuncountriestries if they will
learn wisdom now I1 will promise them in thothe
nameonname of israels god tintthat the earth will yield its
abundance as it has heretofore menbleu in thesethebo
vallies have reaped crop after crop which grew
spontaneously without putting a drag or a plow
iuin the land and yet they are ready to curse god
for his blessings how do you suppose th 3 lord
feels if liehe were no better than I1 am liehe would
chastise us far mora severely than we have been
I1 will give way to others
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I1

I1 do not feelfeeI1 as though I1 desired to take up
much time I1 merely wish to savsaysaybay a few words ilklikh
regard to what we havebare heardbear todayto day I1 am
aare that a great many in the world are pleased
with fanciesfanciest they are gratified and edified with
that which lsisis19 artificial but if people would bwbar
pleased and instructed with such remarks as wowa
have heard todayto day it would be well for they are
the principles that will save you that will lead
you into the celestial world listen to that
which you have heard todayto day from br BrigBrigrhamharn
he is our leader our prophet our priest and our
governor the governor off the territory of utah
in himit 1n isis every power and key of cilcelestialestial ilfelife
and ssalvation pertpertainingdining to every person there is
on this earth and that is a principle which but
few persons realize you tatakeke away the kepkey
that are with him and with those who sustain
him and I1 would not 9giveivaive aI1 dime for you sin
to such a degreealegree that br brigham and hisills Ccoun-
selors

un
andlind those who are associated with him

thehe apostles of jesus christ withdraw from your
midst and I1 would not give a dime for all theth
salvation you have that is my faith ilehe
holds the keys of the kingdom of heaven just
aspis much as peter james and john did after
jesus committed the keys to them on the mount
andstill said ll11I give unto you the keys of tilethe king-
dom of heaven and whomsoever you bless I1 will
bless and whomsoever you curse I1 will curse

take away that power take away those keys
and yonyou cannot find your way into the celestial
kingdom the keys inIII hisbis possession will un-
lock thetae door and let yonyouon through into another
existence more excellent than histhis ilehe holds tilethe
keys can anybody pass without them no only
altheyas they get authority through him areate theythoy
appreciated as they should be do this people
listen to thotim counsel that proceeds from hishus
mouth as to thatile words of the living oracles of
godgodl

I1 would not care if there was not a bible with-
in ten thousand miles of this place or any other
book pror scrip here are the oracles living right in
our midst and we receive them from day today
by word of mouth from a liyinghying manmail an apoapos
tletie who is alive and through a priesthoodhood which
is living in ourouy midst

at the same time a great inmanyan persons think
more of thetha testimony of a deadeadyd apostle than
they do of a living oneoile and think more of dead
prophetsrop liets than theytiley do of livingI1 ones who arearofiereflerekerehere inill their midst it Iss generally thehe carecase that
men do not fully appreciate their in lirefire
oftenortan when their wives are dead they thinkthinh moro
of them than they did when they were livingtiling and
it is just so with some wives iuin regard to their
former husbands we do not always appreciate
thellie blessings we have in bur possession until ththytheyy
are taken fromfroin us then we begin to appreciate
them EOso when good men have letlert us we ceab
thinking of their faults but beg n to cilclicherisherish tha
memory of their good deeds

it is thustills with a greatgeat matiyosmany of bourstcursors wiler
their husbands have gone to preach llieileI1 gospegospel
they now think they never had a janitfault in tileth
world but when they were at home they wertweft
full of failings

I1 am not a going to preach a discourse filled
with high flown exalted words having no mean-
ing to it but I1 will comecomedowndown to the capacity ofor
every person that they mannysy understand many
times vewe do not appreciate our children andam
take a right course with them when living and
when they were dead we mourn and think of
their lovely behavior but never think of their
misdeeds let us try to think as much ofor timtw

I1 living aaas of the dead that which is dead wllwil


