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DISCOURSE

BRIGHAM YOUNG,; TABERNACLE, Jan,
27th, 1856,

—_—

[REPORTED BY GEO. D. WATT.]
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- Tan thankful for t;:privilaga of again ap-
it 8 have been absent for a short time, and
i our absence | hope and trust you have been
fﬁ%ﬂpuuuauc& of the light of that Spirit to
- rest upon the saints, this I crave costinually for

searing here before the brethren and sisters. A
'blessed with the Holy Spirit of the Lord. I pray
it

nysel ﬁ for pll who profess to be saints of the

uentiy thought and uﬁid, when

‘?!M qu
Illd_ am happy in retursing, for it is my great-
. st joy and comfort to do what the Lord requires
- of me and what [ know to be my duty, no mat-
tei what it is if the Lord requires it of me., This
course gives joy and peace. When this principle
_becomes the acting principle of all the saints we
‘shall find that Zion is here; we shall be in the
“midst of it, we shall enjoy it.
~ As individoals we enjoy Zion at present, but
- not as a ecommunity; there is so much sin, dark-
ness and ignorance, and the vail of the covering
Which is over the nations of the earth is measur-
aoly over the Latter Day Saints. The same un-
righteous prionciples, which becloud the minds of
men universally, more or less hecloud the minds
of the Latter Day Saints. Thongh the vail is
partially broken to the saints, though it becomes

* thin, as it were, and the twilight appears like the
dawning of the day, yet we ay travel for many

vears before the sunshine appears. It does not

yet appear to this people, they ure merely in the
twilight.

" Asone expressed it in ancient times, “we gee

through a glass darkly”—through a smoked or
dim glass—through which we cannot behold ob-
Jects clearly with the natural eye.

We have not faith sufficient to have revelation, |

to have the visions of eternity opéned unto us so
clearly that we may see things as they are, con-
sequently we have to live by faith and not by
sight. We have to live by the principles of the
goepel, which is faith in the heart and obedience
10 ils requirements. Itis our jov and salvation
that we have this privilege.

If we eould’understand the nature of the priest-
hood, could comprehend it fully, this people, as a

community, the elders as elders of Israel, quo- |
rums as quornms, when they present themselves |

before the Lord would possess keys to unlock the
treasury of heaven, and we could receive as one
person reeeives from snother. To us as a people
the keys of the rich store house of the Lord are
committed, yet we do not ully know how to un-
lock and receive. We receive a little here and
there, and the hearts of the people are comforted
by the very priesthood we are in possession of,
which has been given to this people for the express
purpose of their receiving that which God has
given them, though not yet to possess it indepen-
dently, but as means for trial.

T'his priesthood is given to the people, and the
keys thereof, and when properly understood thajr
may actually unlock the treasury of the Lord,
and recelve to their fullest satisfaction. Bat
throngh our own weaknesses, through the frailty
of human nature we are not yet capable of doing
s0.

We have to humble ourselves and become like
little children in our feelings,—to become humble
and childlike in spirif, in order to receive the first
illaminations of the spirit of the gospel, then we
have the privilege of growing, of increasing in
knowledge, in wisdomm and in understandiog.
This is a great privilege, while the world, except-
ing this people who inhabit these valleys aid those
that are asssociated with us in different parts of
the earth, ure destitute of this principle and priv-
ilege. 8till, many of us, and I may say com-
paratively all of us, are upon the same ground,
sitnated precisely like other professors of religion,
in order that we may struzgle, wrestle and strive
until the Lord bursts the vail and suffers us to
behold his glory, or a portion of it.

If we did fully understand the principles of the
gospel, the keys of the priesthood, it would be
familiar witihh us, and be easy to be understood and
to act upon and perform, and be no more of a

milucle to know how to receive the things of God |

by revelation than it Is now a miracle to know
how to cast the seed into the ground, after it is
prepared, and reap our erops.

An individual who holds a share in the priest-
hood and continues faithful to his calling, who
delights himselfl eontinnally in doing the things
G od requires at his hands, a.d continues through
life in the performance of every duty, will secure
to himsell not only the privilege of receiving but
the knowledge how to receive the things of God,
that he may know the mind of God continunally;
and he will be enabled to discern between rigit
and wrong, between the things of God and the
things that are not of God. And the priesthood,
the Spirit that is within him, will continue to io-
cre*se until it becomes like a fountain of living
walter, until it is like the tree of life, wuntil it is
one continual s mrea of intelligence and instruc-
tion to that individual.

This is one of the most glorious and happy
principles that ean be set before any people, or
auy individual who will be faithful to his God and
to his religien. Upon whoever are bestowed the
keys of the eternual priesthood by a faithful life
wiil secure to themselves power to see the things
of God, and will understand them as plainly us
they ever understood anything by gwzing upon
it with their natural eyes, or us clearly as they
ever conld distinguish one object from another by
their sensations.

1t is the privilege of every person who is faith-
ful to the priesthood, who can overcome the ene-
my, thwart the design of death, or him that hath
the power of it, to live upon the earth until their
sppointed time; and they may know, see und un-
derstand, by revelation, the things of God just

ires I am- happy in going from home |

THE DESERET

as naturally as we understand natural things that
| are around us. iy ad

We inquire, is this the character of the people
| called Latter Day Saints? We can say it is, the
character of many of them, but when we reflect, it
'is not the case with the whole of them. There
are many who never fail to improve upcn every
means of grace given them, upon every particle
of light imparted to them. They perform every
'duty that is made known to them, they cease to
' do evil wherever an evil is presented to them,
| they refrain so far as is in their power, from ever

‘act and from every thought aud disposition whice

| is contrary to the holy gospel.

\ - Again, when we look around we see many,

| very many, men and women who profess to
know the things of (God, to belong to his family,
' to the church of the firsthorn, the -Chuarch of
' Jesus Christ, who are ofttimes wrought upon by
| the Holy Spirit of the gospel which has caused

God, rejoice with joy unspeakable, and you
' would think they were very near the kingdom of
heaven, near the threshold of the gate which
opens into the presence of the Father and the
Son, and yet, if anything crosses them, will ‘give
yway to an evil temper, and if anything is pre-
sented to them which they do met understand
| they condemn it at once, they are ready to pass
 judgment upon' that which they do not under-
stand. If they are crossed by their friends and
families they are ready to speak by the spirit of
cevil; by the spiril of contention; they are ready
| to receive a little malice in their hearts. They
' do all this, they turn round aud repent of it, they
\are sorry for it, and they say they will try to do
:be:tﬂr, ‘“‘will try to overcome their passions, or
 the temptations of the evil one in their natures.”
' You see them again, have they kept themselves
pure? = No they have not, but they have given
way to evil, to a figtle dishonesty, falaigying,
' shading of sentiment speeches, sayings an do-
‘ings of their neighbors. They have given way
'to anger, and will remark, “It is true I got an-
igr*_q.v,. [ was overcome, true I acted the fool, but I
mean to refrain from so doing in the future.”’—
' And thus they live for a spell, but how long will
it be before they are again overtsken in fault?
Then if a delusive spirit; professedly a righteous
(one, is cast into a neighborhood, how easy such
' people are decoyed by it, led away by it.
" At one time you see them as enthusiastic as
mortals can be in what they call righteous prin-
ciples, and hear them saying, *“I have more light
'now than I ever had before in my life, 1 am bet-
‘ter now than I ever was, I am filled with the
Holy Spirit.”’

| This is the way we often find them, they are
) rejoiced exceedingly and are upon Pisgah’s top,
'flaming Latter Day Saints, and perhaps when
| the next day or the next week has passed over
' they are anzry, filled with malice and wrath.
After a while they will say “that was a delusive
' spirit, it is true I felt joyful and happy, I thought
it was the best spirit and the most light ] ever en-
joyed in all the days of my life, but I now find
[ was deceived, 1 find that if T had nn?inued in
that spirit there was a trap laid to catch’ me, to
decoy me away and destroy my faith in the holy
gospel.” Ts this the case with the Latter Day
Saints? Yes, with many of them,

Qur religion is a practical and progressive one.
It will not prepare a thief, a liar, a sorcerer, a
whoremonger, an adulterer, a murderer, or a
false swearer in one day so that he ean enterinto
the celestial kingdom of Ged. We ought to un-
derstand that when our lives have been filled with
all manner of wickedness, to turn and repent of
our sing, to be baptized for the remission of them
and have our names written upon the chureh
records does not prepare us for the presence of our
Father and Elder Brother. What will? A con-
tinuation of faithfulness to the doctrines of Christ;
 mothing short of this will do it. The Latter Day
| Saints should understand this, Do they? Yes.
Do they live to it? A great many of them do
not. All ought to live their religion every day,
and there are a great many who do. But there
are a great many who do not, who are avercome
' with evil, gel out of the true path of righteous-
ness #nd do those things which are wrong. They
contend with each other, gunarrel, have broils and
difficulties in families, and in neighborhoods, law
with erach other touching property, one saying
| this is mine, and another saviog it is not yours,
but it is mine. One says, “Yon have wronged
me,"” the other says, “I have not.”” Thus there
'are thousands of plans which the enemy of all
' richteousness emplovs to decoy the hearts of the
people away from righteousness.

If this people would live their religion and con-
tinue year after year to live their religion, it would
not be many vears beforc we would see eye to
eve; there would be no differenc+ of opinion, no
Gifference of sentiment, and the wvail that now
hangs over our minds would become so thin that
we should actually see and discern things as they
are

True we labor under many embarrassments
with regard to our progress in Christian life, and
it ig right we should be situated just as we are.
We wish to suve the world of mankind, and difli-
culties. embarrassments, and obstacles are tnrown
in onr way continually. If this congregation

|

| could live 20 yesrs without communion and in-

tercourse with any other people, if we did not
| preach any more to the world and no more
saiuts were gathered from abroad, we might per-
haps train onrselves so ns to =ee eye to eye, and
that too before we had lived as many years to
come as this church has been organised.

But no, if we are instructed now and understand
all it i= our privilege to understand, another year we
must have another bateh of clay thrown in the
mill, as br. Kimball ealls it, and this new supplv
spoils more or less of the clay that is already well
tempered, and it is right that it should be so.
| Though this is a good comparison, the making of
versels oot of clay and the grinding vn of clay,
gtill, is it in every respect correct? We might

¥
&

them to rejoice therein, who give thanks to their |

=

\into subjection, so as to mever let them speuk

'leuve, and go where there is plenty. I do not

'NEWS.

carry it out perhaps, but I argue and believe
with all my soul that if there were 10,000
saints to emigrate to this point yearly from
Eogland, or any other country, and though
thousands of the wicked should gather with them,
it would not prove for one moment that any
salut would be obliged to sin thereby; it would
not prove for one moment that this congregation
before me would te obliged to do wrong.

Though we may be mingled together and our
interchanges are as they are, still if a stranger
should look upon ug as a community who have
been here many years, and see but few of the!
new comers do wrong, and then judge ns off aud |
say we are all evil, that none of us are righteous,
that there is no good fruit here, that would be
an unrighteons judgment and decision.

It is our privilege, for you and me to live from |

this day so that our consciences will be void of
offence towards God and man; it is in onr
power to do so, then why don’t we? What
is the matter? T will tell you what the difficulties
and troubles are, by relating br. John Young’s |
dream. He dreamed that he saw the devil with
a looking-glass in his hand, and the devil held
it to the faces of the people, and it revealed to
them everybody’s faults but their own.
. The difficulty is neglecting to watch over our-'
selves. Just as soon as our eyes are turned|
away from watching ourselves, to see whether
we do right, we begin to see faults in our neigh-
bors; this is the great difficulty and our minds
become more and mere blinded until we become |
entirely darkened. So long as I do the thing the
Lord requires of me, and do not stop to in-
quire what I shall tell to my neighbor as his
duty, and pay very close attention to my indi-
vidual person that my words are right, that my
actions are right before God, that my reflections
are right and that my desires are according to
the holy gospel, I have not much time to look
at the faults of my neighbors. Is mnot this
true?

This is our practical religion; it is our duty to
stop and begin to look at ourselves. We may
have trials to pass through, and when people
come to me and tell me that they are wonder-
fully tried and bave a great many difficulties to
encounter, have their troubles on the right and
on the left, and what to do they are at a loss to
know,” I say, “I am glad of it.” 1 rejoice to
think that they must have trials as well as other
people. And when they say, ““It seems as though
the devil would overcome me,” it is a pretty
good evidence that an individual is watching
himself.

If people could slways understand the mani-
festations eof the Spirit upon themselves, they
would l-arn that theycan be tempted as well as
other people, and that would make them care-
ful to watch againt temptation and overcome it.
Consequently I rejoice for them, inasmuch as
every individual who 1s prepared for the celestial
kingdom must go through the same thinge.

I am bappy, brethren, for the privilege of hav-
ing temptation. - A great many people have
thoug'it that in my life I was not tempted like
other men. [ tell them if I am it is none of
their business; itis nothing to them, Some say
“Br. Brigham, you slide along and the devil lets
you alone.”” If I have battles with him, I ean
overcome him single handed quicker than to call
in my neighbors to help me. If I am templed to
speak an evil word, | will keep my lips locked
tegether, Says one, “I do not know about that,
thut would be smothering up bad feelings, 1 am
wonderfully tried about my neighbor, he has
done wrong, he has alused me and I feel dread-
ful bad aboutit. Had I not better let it out than
to keep it wrankling within me?”? No. I will
keep bad feelings under and actually smother
them to death, then they are gone. But as sure
as I let them out they will live and afflict me.
IT I smother them in myself, if I actuslly choke
them to death, destroy the life, the power and
vigor thereof, they will pass off and leave me
clear of fanlt and pure, so far as that is con-
cerned; and no man or woman on earth knows
that I bave ever been tempted to indulge in
wicked feelings.  Keep them to yourselves.

If youfeel evil, keep it to yourselves until you
overcome that evil prineiple. This is what [ eall|
registing the devil, and he flees fromme. 1 strive
to not speak evil, to not feel evil, and if Ido. to
keep it to mysell until it is gone frem me, and

not let it pass my lips.
You should succeed in bringing your tongues

evil, so that they will perfecily obey yoar judge-
ment, and the discretion God has

pel. How long have we to live for that? I do
not know, but I am stronely of the opinion that
it is possible for a person to overcome their dispo-
sitions to evil te such a degree that they will have
no evil in the heart to slip ont over the tongue,
and if there is none in the heart, there islessdan-
ger of the tongue’s being used to the disadvan-
tage of that individual, or to that of anybody else.
It there is nothing in the heart which governs us
and eontrols to an evileffect, the tongue of itself
will never produce evil.

QQuite a number of us have returned from our
southern mission, and as [ have given you a few
of my views with regard to some of the particalar
parts of our religion, I say for myself, and for
the rest of my bretheren who have been absent
with e, we are happy tosee you. [ am, and I
am sure that the rest are, glad of the privilege of
standing before you again in this house. I have
nothine particular upor. my mind, only to urge
all the Latter Day Saints to live their religion.

I might say something with regard to the hard
times. Yon know that I have told you that if
any one was afraid of starving to death, let him

apprehend the least danger of starving, for until
we eat up the last mule, from the tip of the ear
to the end of the fly whipper, I am not afraid of

canuot now get employment, but the spring is
agoing to open upon us soon, and we are not
agoing to suffer any more than what is for our
good. I am thankful for the hand of the Lord
which is visible; 1 am as thankful for this provi-
dence o his as for any that 1 ever received. |
have told you, years ago, my feelings with re-
gard to their sympathies, their fuith, gratitude and
thankfulness, und their acknowledgement of the
hand of the Lord and of the dispensations of his
providence, My soul has been grieved to bleed-

ing, to see the waste, and the prodigal feeling of
this people iu the use of their bountiful blessings.
Many have walked them underfoot, und have bee
ready to curse God who bestowed them. They

wauted gold and silver, mstead of wheat awd corn,
and fine flour, and the hest vezetables that eyver

grew upon the earth. They walked them under-
foot, aud set at nought the choice blessings of the
Lord their God. If I were to see those individ-
uals obliged to gnaw the ground in order to get

out the thistls roots, and have no fincers to dig
them with, it would not be a disagreeabls sight to
nl]a. until they learn to know who it is that feeds
them,

We never ought to be without three, or five
years provisions on hand. DBat when you see
men ran to hell to sell a bushel of wheat for sixty
ceuts, instead of Jaying it wp in their graneries
{or a day of scareity, you are forced to conclude
that they would trade with the very devil 1o get
his coat and shoes in exchange for their wheat.
I hope they will learn wisdom in the future, and
lay up wheat to feed the bretheren when they
come here from distant countries, If they will
learn wisdom now, [ will promise them, in the
vame of Israel's God, that the earth will yield its
abundance, as it has heretofore. Men in these
Vallies have reaped erop after crop which grew
spontaneously, without putting a drag or a plow
in the land, and yet they are ready to curse God
for his blessings. How do you suppose ths Lord
feels? If he were no better than [ am, he would
chastise us far more severely than we have been.
I will give way to others.
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I do not feel as though 1 desired to take up
much time, I merely wish to say a few words in
regard to what we have heard to-day. 1 am
aware that a great many in the worid are pleased
with fancies, they are gratified and edified with
that which is artificial, but if people would be
pleased and instructed with such remarks as we
have heard to-day it woald be well, for they are
the principles that will save you, that will lead
you into the celestial world. Listen to that
which you have heard to-day from br. Brigham;
he is our leader, our prophet, our priest and our
governor, the Goveruor of the Territorv of Utah.
In him is every power and key of celestial life
and salvation pertsining to every person there is
on this earth, and that is a principle which but
few persons realize. You take away the keys
that ure with him, and with those who suastain
him, and I would not give a dime for you. Sin
to such a degree that br. Brigham aud his coun-
selors, and thogse who are associated with Lim,
the apostles of Jesus Christ, withdraw from your
midst, and 1 would not give a dime for all the
salvation you have got; that is my faith. He
holds the keys of the kingdom of heaven, just
as much as Peter, James and John did after
Jesus committed the keys tg them on the mount,
and said, “I give unto you the keys of the king-
dom of heaven, and whomsoever you bless I will
bless, and whomsoever you curse I will curse.”

Tuke away that power, take away those keys,
and yon cannot find your way into the celestiul
Kingdom. The keys in his possession will un-
lock tae door and let you through into anether
existence more excellent than this. He holds the
keve, can anybody pass without them? No, only
as they get autherity through him. Are they
nppreciated as they should be? Do this people
listen to the counsel that proceeds from his
mouth, as to the words of the living oracles of
God?

I would not care if there was not a Bible with-
in ten thousand miles of this place, or any other
book or scrip, here are the oracles living right in
our midst, and we receive them from day today
by word of mouth from a living man, an apos-
tle wha is ulive, and through a priesthood whick

given you, and/is living in our midst. .
‘are perfectly obedieut to the will of the Holy gos-

Al the same time a great many persons think
more of the festimony of a dead apostle than
they do of a living one, and thiuk more of dead
Erupheta than they do of living ones who are

ere in their midst. It is generally the case that
men do not fully appreciate their hlessings in life;
often when their wives are dead they think more
of them than they did when they were living, and
it is just so with some wives in regard to their
former husbands. We do not always appreciate
the blessings we have in our poszession until they
are taken from us; then we begin to appreciade
them; so when good men have left us we ceanse
thinking of their faulte, but begn to cherish the
memory of their good deeds.

It ie thus with a great many of our sisters wlien
their husbands have gone to preach the gospek;
they now think they never had a faunlt in the
world, but when they were at home they were
full of failings,

I am not a going to preach a discourse filled
with high flown, exalted words, having no mean-
ing to it, but [ will come down to the capacity of
every person, that they may understand. Many
times we do mot appreciate our children, ang
take a right course with them when living, and
when they were dead we mourn and think of
their lovely behavior, but never think of their
misdeeds. Let us try to think as much of the

starving to death. There are many peop'e who I

living as of the dead, That which is dead wilf



