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Tthesteale jury saitsaltsaltbalt jiahenabebabe citrin the
case of hawkinshawkens the mormon charged
with adultery because of his having
more than one wife have brought in a
verdict of guilty this is saidsaldsaidobaldoto be the

and one that wilfplace every
mormon polygamist at the mercy of his
first wife
winvinin our remarks upon this subject we
wish it to be understood that we have
not a word to say in favor of the

system but that we simply wish
to have the united states authorities
look well to their constitution and
laws before they commit a blunblunderlerier in
direct violation of law and right in
the constitution of the united states it
will be admitted that there is not a
word having reference to the marriage
relation and in the laws of utah
there is not a word that would justify
any judge or any jury in
gamypamy as necessarily involving adultery
the attempt therefore so to define it
is simply a highhandedhigh handed breach of law
and of common sense which can only
lead to violations of justice that wiilwill
rather confirm the cormonsmormons in their
ways than have the effect which some
of the antagonists of polygamy antici-
pate mr hawkins is no more an
adulterer because of his polygamy
than were abraham and those other
patriarchs of the old testament whom
to stistigmatize as the court have stigma-
tized mr hawkins would be pro
bounced flat blasphemy by all who
believe in the bible as the word of
god

there is no evidence that poly-
gamy was prohibited either under the
old dispensation or the new milton
has proved this in the most exhaustive
manner in hisbis various treatises on the
subject luther audand his synod de-
clared that there was nothing in the
whole bible adverse to polygamy or
concubinage

it is not allowable to argue says
milton from 1 cor vilvii 2 let every
man have his own wipewife that therefore
none should have more than one for
the meaning of the precept is that
every man should have his own wife
to himself not that he should have but
one wife that bishops and elders
should have no more than one wife is
explicitly enjoined I1 timothy ililii 2
and tit 1 661 he must be the husbandhubbandhusband
of one wife in order probably that they
may discharge with greater diligence
the ecclesiastical duties which they
have undertaken the command itself
however is sufficient proof that poly-
gamy was not forbidden to the rest
and that it was common in the church
at that time

dr channing a name reverencedreveren ced in
this part of the country says in his ar-
ticle on milton we believe it to be
an indisputable fact that although
christianity was first preached in asia
which had been from the earliest ages
the seat of polygamy the apostles never
denounced it as a crime and never re-
quired their converts to put away all
wives but one

on what grounds asks milton
can a practice be considered dishon-

orablearableorable which is prohibited to no one
even under the gospel Revebevereverenceence for
so many patriarchs who were
mists ovll I1 trust deter any one from
considering polygamy as fornication or
adultery for and adul-
terers god will judge whereas the pa-
triarchs were the objects of his especial
favor as he himself testifies if then
polygamy be marriage properly so
called it is also laffalawful anand honorable
according to the same apostle heb

let the rule received among the
theologians have the samebame weight here
as in other cases the practice of the
saints is the bestbeat interpretation of the
commandments 21

we quote the religious argument
because it is evident that the judge and
jury who condemn hawkins rely more
upon the common religious prejudice
for their authority than they do upon

t anything in the constitution of the
united states or in the laws of utah

here are men sincere men and
women who maintain and from
abundant biblical authority that their
marriage system asatis at once in cconform-
ity with natural and revealed religion
they furtherfarther maintain that thesthe systemI1em
is far more conducive to social as rity
than the corrupt monogamy icier
which prostitution and all the krossross
sexualsexual evils are bred and kept up init illnil
our large cities except salt lake
bonesthonest convictions of these men

Y women must be respected and
attempt to tread them outbutt by

anaand violent measures iholloe
by every true friefriendfid of liberty what-
ever his opinions on polygamy
be

underTUnder the unitedstatesstates any state of thethie union would
un qupetion ably bavehave thea juht to legal-
ize polygamy if the majority of the
people ot the state POso willed it how
contrary to the spirit of our inputs
eions iais it therefore to say that in
utah where a very largejarge majority of
ththathe people favor or practice polygamy
the laws fairly construed can make it
a penal offenseleneeof

those who confound polypolygamykimy with
adultery as the salt lalakee jury seem to
have done must do it eithereithen in utter
ignorance or into utter defiance of the
meaning of words and of all past his-
tory sacred and profane if anything
can bebe shown beyond all dispute it is
the fact that polygamy was sanctioned
and practiced by the patriarchs and
saints both of the jewish and christ-
ian church

we are no upholders of polygamy
we think that except in very rare cases
the effect of the system must be un-
favorable to the beatbest moral development
but let us not blink the fact that the
Mornmormonscormonsionslons are consistent Christian sandband
that to stigmatize polygamy as adult-
ery is unphilosophical untrue and
contrary to the christian religion let
us have fair play our own are
jeopardized in those of our mormon
brethren banner

lipeLIFE AMONG THE moiMORMONSamonsamoNg bishop
tuttletattle of the diocese comprising utah
montana and idaho preached in cheslchrist
episcopal church byerye on sunday

morning and gave an interesting ac-
count of his labors among the mormoro
mons bishop tuttle asserts that it
will be no little task to extirpate mor-
monism that should Brighabrigham youngmYoung
be disposed of mormonHormonmormonismiemlem would stillstall
flourish he felt convinced that the
completion of the northern pacific
railroadraliBallroad would do more to put down
mormonism than anything else for it
would encourage emigration to utah
and the fertility of the country and its
rich mineral resources would induce
thousands efof people from the east to
settle down there and thusthas crowd out
the cormonsmormons by outnumbering them
and depriving themos their influence
and power the episcopaliansEpiscopallansians now
have a fine church which cost about

50 at salt lakelk city and from itato
tower may be heard the only bell to call
citicitizenzenszeng to worship on the sabbath day
in connection with the church is a
sunday school attended bbyy
scholars which is self supporting the
episcopal mission under bishop tutt-
le has received from the east-
ern states and he is now securing ad-
ditionalditional aid converts from mormon-
ism have contributed for the
spread of the gospel among the
mormonscormonsMormons bishop tuttle preached in
st peters church at port chestercheater on
sunday evening and the congregation
contributed a handsome buinsum to aid him
in his missionary labors new york
world oct 31

ABOUT THTHE MORMON TRIALS

the editor of the stockton independ-
ent for the reason probably that he is
as much wanting in matter to fill hie
editorial columnsas he Is of a know-
ledge of law differs with us on the
mormon trials that he should dinnerdiffer
with us is notnob strange at all we
should expect nothing else and would
pass it as a matter of course buubut whenrendershe tries to ffuddiefuddle the brains ofhis resread-
ers

d
as his own are tuddfuddcuddledfuddledledforled for the baseease

of the people having a correct under-
standing of the mormon trials we ex-
posedosepose hishii want of knowledge of thelmaathe mat
tertenter whereof he writes with such an as-
sumption of wisdom speaking of tilethe
law of 1851 passed by the mormon
legislature anand dunderunder which hawkins
has been convicted and sentenced the
independent says

As we understand the lawlawitit is simi-
lar in its provisions to those in force in
other states and in consequence there-
of must be observed by both the mor-
mon and gentile residents of utah if
it had directly sanctioned the doctorii e
of plurality of wives it would have be a
in conflict with an netact of congress alaidd
consequently of no binding effect who-
ever butasbut as there is nond such n
in the lawI1 atit can only be construed
by the courcouncourtt I1inn accordance with its
wording it prohibits the perpetuation
of an unlawful act and that act is plain-
ly defined the court can only act in
I1 accordance welegeletherewithwith and certainly
ought notnob to heed the alleged intent of
the legislature to make it mean samsome-
thing

e
else entirely different we think

the condemnation of a judge who has
shown his determination to use every

effort koput a storstojko6 the practice of
polygamyolygamy by the mormonscormons isunis unjustjuet
and unwiselinwie 11

the nature and intent of the mormon
law of 1851 have been fully explained in
thesethesa coltincolumnsins that it was lotrotlot intend-
ed to apply in such a case as that of11

hawkins Is so plplainalnain as to need no argu-
ment iliff intent was to discourage
vice in one form laudarid to encourage rather
the practice for which hawkins is made
to sunnerbuffer the similarity of the phras-
eology of the law to statutes in other
states has no force because thebe clear
intention of the law determinesdeterminea its
meaning it is true the ruleruie isii to be
90governedver by the general understandunderstandinging
of the object of a law as derived from i

the letter of it and in cases of ambigu-
ity to resort to evidence
at the time the law is passed but iniii
the case of the mormon statute of 1851
the I1intentionn is known toito everybody
not tobejobeto be the same as in states where
different institutions prevail and the
rule will not apply what would have
been thought of aja judgeadge or lawyer fresh
from the east in the early days of
california attempting to give his own
meaning to the mexican phrase de-
nouncingnouncingclug a painemine without caring
ywhat the mexican law intended should
be meant the object for which a law
is made is of first importance when it
is to be apappliedlied the mornMorlcormonsmormonsmons went
to utah I1 wwhereere no laws extended and
made statutes and established institu-
tions of their own those statutes
were the only laws in force in the
territory till congress unundertook1I juris-
diction it is nnotot true ahatthat I1iff a law of the
cormonsmormons hadbad sanctioned a plurality of
wives it would have been in conflict
with an act of congress fortor congress
badhad passed no actonact on the subject till very
recently and there was no law buibut the
mormon law intended to bear on the
polygamy question the federal offi-
cials in utah make no pretense of acting
under any law of congress which is in
conflict with the mormon statutes no
liwlaw of congress is alluded to and
why ifrr a trial in any other shape
had been attempted there would have
been a chance to appeal if the suit
with hawkins had been for one thous-
and dollars or over he could appeal
from Jjudge mekeMcKemckeandMcKeansauls court to the
supreme ourtcourt of the united states
but the right to appeal in cases where
life and liberty are at stake was taken
away by tiethe reconstruction acts of con-
gress the object of mckean and his
confederates in ignoring the federal
laws and bringing action againagainstst haw-
kins under a mormon statute to which
the court could give a false construc-
tion was to convict without a chance to
appeal except to himself and others in
league with him the case would have
been entirely different if an attempt
had been made to execute fedefederalral laws
instead of reversing the meanmeaninging of a
local law the province of a judge is
fto0 declare a law according to its intent
andnd not to torture it and the course of
judge mckean smacks of the qualities
of a jeffreys and he should be con-
demned for it and not lauded as the
leatherieatherheadsbeads would have him sacra
mento union
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were it not from the fact that great re-
forms have seldombeldom or nevernevek been brought
aboudby jjudicialactionaelion alone we mightsee
anin the events now passing in utah tepro-
miseisease of a brighter dawn for that polygamy
ridden people chief justice mckean has
certainly shown himself an uncompromis-
ing enemy to the peculiar institution of the
saints and has initiated measures that may
well fill them with apprehension

the first and severest blow was struck
when the chief justice decided that the
courts of the territory were courts of the
united states to be governed by the rulesguldi
and practice of the federal courts and that
all processes were to be served and juries
selected by the united states offommleensofficers
theretofore the laws and regulations of
the territory had been pyparamountamount mormon
officers had teselectedelected mormon juries and
justice had been administered quite in
accordance with mormon notions but
with gentile juries and the second
daniel came a new ordeordercofof things men
holding opinions favorable to polygamy
were refused tesies of american citi-
zenshipzenship mormon laws and mormon or-
dinancesdinances aside and the entire
polygamousis was put on trial

the present status of affairs deenissebeemsseemsenis to be
about as follows brigham young the
successor of jos smith has been Indleindictedted
on several charges among others for
lascivious cohabitation the mayormior andind

severalbeveral of the elders are under arrest and
hawkinsHayrkins a polpoi hashai beenveen convictedeted
of adultery anand sentenced to pay CLa dinfinfine6 of

and to bepe imprisoned at hard laborlaboi for
a term of three years

ithehe trial of youngg cabeenha abeenbeenropfoppostponedned severalaeral months duringdaring
which his counsel jioie to get a decision
of the united states supreme courtCourcoursohi tohtoban the
question as to whether tthe toterritorialaritobial or
federal laws are to govern in thetho selection
of juries the question is of course of
the first importanceimportance for with a jurjuxjuryy com-
posed entirely of gentiles there would
be little hope for the prophet 13 the re-
mark of the chief justice that the s S

of lc theocracy wouldwoula be triedtried
in the person of brigham young PY bashas

we are told by a correspondent to
knit togetherther the entire mormon commu-
nity aud men and womwomenen abeafeare alike offer
ingins their s to secure counsel
to defend their leaderleadir addarid their doctrines
should the trial take place if will be oneono of
the causes celebre of the country

the indictment of young and thethle con-
viction of hawkins were brought about
under a statute against adultery and ksils

conduct passed by an exclusively
mormon legislature in 185218500 that the act
waswag intended to covercoven cases of the kind no
one believes and it may fairly iebe ques-
tioned whether polygamy can be treated as
a crime under it butut it is a question we
do not propose to discuss we are of the
opinion however that it wouldatwould have been
more becoming considering the decisions
already made forlor the court to hayehave pro-
ceeded under the statutes of the united
statesatagainst polygamy

thathatt uhleuniechiefiks justice mckean is a purepurer
and honestbonest man we know having known
him for years before his elevation to the
bench buhbutboutwewe know him also to be a man
0offstrong convictions and unyielding pre-
judices these latter qualities behe has dis-
played in hishla present position in a manner
scarcely becoming the ermine justice
ought to be severe andind awful too but it
ought at the samesamo time to beba impartial
to sit calm and unmoved above the storms
of prejudicebrej udice and passion that rage beneath
his decisions we do not question battuebut thetue
ianelanElanguagepageFage accompanying those decisions
has been often so intemperate and partial
as to remind one of those ruder ages when
the bench was but a focus where were
gathered and reflected the passions of the
people

of the mormon people much may be
said in praise as wellweilwellweli as in blame they
havehavahavanono doubt trampled upon ongone of the
strongest traditionstradItIon4 of civilization but they
have also done some service to the state
driven from one point to another by mobs
as bad as the worst of themthern they at length
made shea hegiragira quite asis memorable agtheas the
flight of the tartar Tritribesbeisbels to the wil-

derness of deseretPeseret and estaeataestablishedbUshedbushea a com-
monwealth

com-
monmonwealth which has prospered almost
beyond example asideaalde from polygamy I1

they have obeyed the laws quite aswellas wellweil as
mostmoat new western communities and they
have nevennever failed to respond promptly to
any callcali upon them to aid in de-
fending the country or prosecutingprosecutionprosecutinI1 its
Wwarsus for a quarter of a century ththeirair
peculiar insinstitutions have been tolerated
byy the government so long indeed as to
justifyus tiby them in assuming that they had
becomeacome legalized by prescription in yiewview
0off these facts we have no hesitation in
saying that the Jjusticeustice that is now meted
out to themthern should be tempered with
mercy and that neither the chief justice
nor his followers will gain imperishable
renown by an uncompromising crusade
albany law journal

INix the new york herald of nov 3
appeared what purported to be a report
of an interview with hon WV H
hooper the washington correspond-
enten t of the philadelphia eresspress speaking
of that gentleman says sameearne date

he denies most emphatically the
truth of the statements which appear in
the new york herald of todayto day in an al-
leged interview with a correspondent of
that journal

mr hooper is a thorough bebelieverlleverliever in
mormonism and as behe bayssaye for him
to be talking of sweeping away poly
gamy is simply ridiculous the co-
rrespondent who pretends to havhavee inter-
viewed him evidently waswag not familiar
with mr hoopers sentiments on the
subject

the washington correspondentco of the
cincinnati times writing aisoalbo novN 3

baysayB
4

the mormon bishop sharp nowhereisirebere
ayssays brigham young has nobnot fildfled from
utah but has gone to the orif bouth
of salt lake for his health in pursuance
of a plan formed months agoagosagob sharp
declares that the jury was that
young hnshas no idea of abolishing poly-
gamy and that very five gentiles
sympathize with the prosecutionof the
mormonscormonsMormons

the washingtonton correspondent of

the new york araldmeraldherald the same day
wrote

1if is likely that there will be a con-
siderablePidmidbidsiderable reaction Irepublican
politicians especially congressmen
andelt isai the Cabinet iaIs
notilot aj stainingsustaininggu jhbthe course of
judge mckean senator Trainbullbuli
strongly disapproves of the action


