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the cases of many election precincts
in the Territory, in finding “Liber-
al’? voters Lo act as registration
officers and clection judires. and in
some precinets all such officers have
beon members of the People’s Party
because ‘‘Liberals?’ did pot exist
there, or members of that party
qualified to perform official func-
tioas could mot be found.

Take the beautiful and prosperous
city of Logan, for example. [t isthe
fourth city in wealth and population
in the Territory. It has imporiant
commercizl and manufacturing in-
terests, and is the metropolis of a
valley which containe a population
of from 25,000 to 30,000, and from
fifteen to twenty flourishing settle-
ments und towns, including six in-
corpurated cities. "Iu Legnan there
are less than hulf n bhundred ““Lib-
ernl?’ voters, only n few more than
enough to fill ail the offices, eiective
and appointive, connected with the
city government. Kvery “Liberal”?
in the town, able to rend and write
the English language, and at all or
in any degree capable of performing
tiie duties of a public oflice, would
ol necessity become anofflce-holder.
The rulers of that city would be
wholly irresponsible. There would
be oo voters of their own party to
call them iu guestion, and their re-
election would be a foregone neces-
rity, regardless of any incompetency,
dereliction or corruption uf which
they might be guilly.

They would have it in thels
power to orgnnize and execute cor-
rupt schemes «d libitum, nnd so long
as they divided the epoils among
thiemeelves in such n manper as to
prevent nny disaflection arisiog
among their number, they could
have things all their own way, and
the inhahitants of the ity would be
at their nerey, and practically
without redress ' r protection. When
it is remembered that the ““Liberal??
volers in such places as Logan
are, in 0 great many iostances, men
who have been excommunicated
from the Church of which they
were formerly members, on account
of dishopesty, immornlily, or un-
christianlike conduct of some sort,
the objections against vesting in'a
handful of them such control as
they would have in the town
nametl, become greatly intensified.

Nearly every town In Cache

County, of which T.ogan is the seat
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a8 not enough of these exist in
them (o occupy the offieinl positions,
provided for in their charters and
ordinances.

Logan and Cache County nre here
mentioned only by way of {Hustra-
tion. In other counties in the Ter
ritory there are flourishing towns in
whigh could pot be found a snffi-
cient oumber of men, entitled to ex-

ercise  the franchise under the
Struhle bill, were it a law, to serve
the puhlic in official capaci-
ties, if illiterates, ignoramuses,.
and men utterly and totally
inenpable of performing official

functions, were pot forced Into
office. This would be the casec
were every voter, exciusive of the
incompetents referred to, made an
office-holder. This statement is no
exaggeration, and its literal truth-
fulpess is capable of being amply
demonstrated by means of the offi-
cial records and reports of the Utah
Comrmission,ns well as the testimony
of thousands of people having per-
sonal knowledge, of the facts.

Ounitting al) coustitutional nud
political eonsiderations, acd contem-
plating only what is necessary to pre-
serve gaod order, carry on the funec-
tions of government and maiutaina
semblance, not merely of republican,
but af civilized forms and rule, the
condiition of many towns and a
number of vounties ko the Territory
will be deplorable if Congress shall
pass the disfranchisement measure
now pending. Think of placing
such a Blate ns Towa, fer example,
under the operations of a Jaw that
would disfranchise from niaety to
ninvty-nine per cent of the present
voters in her flourishiog agricultur-
al towps. Think of being compelled
to canvaes a town in that State of
2000 or 3000 inhuabitants, and of
meeting with difficulty in finding a
sufficient number of human bipeds
of the masculine gender to fill the
mupicipal offices, even though
illieit liquor deslers, and men re-
garded by the whole commmunity as
incompetent and corrupt, be in-
cluded. Thiuk of being compelled
to put men in official positions wbo
are destitute of education, of prop-
erty, of reputation, of intelligence
and abiility, for no other reason than
that there exisls o iaw under
whicli none but such a8 they could
vote or hold office.

Imagine a lnw operating in such

and metropolis, would be ju as bad |a State as the one unmed, which

a coudition as Logan, aod some of | disfranchises

them would be in a worse atate. (B!
o number of them it would be im-

the baokers, ner-
chants, manufacturers, (armers, pro-
essionnl men, honest and industri-

possible to fill the municipal 6fces |ous mechunpics, nod almost &)} the
at.all were only “Libernis’? eligible, | sober, intelligent and solid men of a

city, and gives all the offices to nn
ingignificant minority clasa, having
barelv enough members to fill them,
in which would be included the
loafers, ohjectionable characters and
non-religionists of the community.
The imagination which would sug-
gest such a condition in any State
in this Union would be unanimously
regarded by its inbhabitants as wildly
insane, portraying that which no
legisiative body on earth would ever
copsenut to, apnd which would be
worse than aparchy. Yet all this
apd much more In the way of
wrong, injustice, absurdity, tyranny
and disaster will inevitably happen
in Utah under the Btruble 111 if it
should betome a law.
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LEGISLATION AGAINST BELIEF.

THE following refreshing article
appenred a short time since in the
Bacramento Lecord-Union:

“It js said that a bill i3 before a
Congressional committee for the dis-
franchisement of Mormons, and that
it is likely to be roported favorably.
| This Is an error. No committes will
ever raport such a bill, since no com-
mittea wishes t0 weal' the cap and
bells. Atiy such measure would be
held to be unconstitutional, aad should
be. Clearly it would ve ag competent
to pass a law disfranchising all Metb-
odists, all Catholies, all Presbyterinns.
Tho guarantee of the right to worship
God according to the diotates of con-
science, within the necessary regula-
tiona of law for the %eace and safety of
the paopls,:s inviolable. The revivalist
may siout, the Morinon preagh and
the Salvallonist recruit with fife and
drum, but no law will be tolerated
1hat by title will disfranehise any man
because of lus entertainment of any
particular religious beliaf. It is8 a
tolally different thing, however,
when a specific ecrime is mnamed
in the law, and its commis-
sion forbidden. Thns, tha praoctice
of polygniny is prohibited, and those
who offend under the law may be ex-
eluded from the exercise of the elec-
tive franghise as s punlshment, and as
a warning to others, and such people
may be doaignateci for description’s
sake by the religious title in part. But
it is absurd to think that Congress will
attempt t0 pass a law punishing any
one for entertaining a religious beliaf.
When that 1s done the liberties of the
sffectually under-

E—lei(:_]l;l;"!“ ill be

It ts probable that our esteemed
Calibroia cotemporary is now awake
to the unconstitutional drift of the
ant-*Mormon?* current.  Since it8
article appeared the commiitee has
reported, by n strict party vote, in
favor of the passige of the un
American measure. Jt will have
obgerved ailso that the bill finds
oo small uumber of journalistic ad-
vocates, whoee patriotism and con-
sistency are invisible guantities.

In conaection with the discassion
oo this unconstitutional bLill before
the Committee on Territories, an

incident occurred which is treated



