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mission of san diego January
the lieutenant colonelcolonel commanding chcon-

gratulates the battalion on their safosafe arrival
Ithel of the pacific ocean and the

conclusion of its march of over two thous-
and miles illihistorystory may be searched ininvain for an equal march of infantry nininene
tenths has been through a wildernesswilbernewilwllderne Ss
where gathing but savages andana wild beasts

anearetae found or deserts where formantfor want of
watertertor there is no livinliving creature therewith almost hopeless latorlabor we have ddug
deep wells which the future traveler willwill
enjoy without a guide who had traversed
them we have ventured into trackless prai-
ries where water was not found for several
marches with crowbar and pick and ax
in hand we haveeave worked ounour way over
mountains which seemed to def save
the wild goat and hewed a passage through
achem of living rock more nnarrowarrow than
our wagons to bring these first wagons to
thetthol acidic we have preserved the strength

hemules by herding them over largelarg0
tractsratty which touyou laboriously guarded
without loss the garrisons of four p7 eai
diosdias of sonora concentrated within the NVwallswalisallsalis
of tucson gave us no peace wewo drove
them out with their artillery but our inter-
course with the citizens was unmarked by
a single act of injustice thus marching
half naked and half fed and living upon
wild animalsanimalswewe have discovered and made
a road of great value to our country

arrived at the first settlement of califor-
nia after a single days rest you cheer-fully turned ofaoff from the route to this point
of promised repose to enter upon a campaign
and meet ala we believed the approach ofthe enemy and this too without even saltto seasonreason your sole subsistence of freshmeat

A D smith and george
stoneman of thetho firstdragoons have shared
and given you valuable aid in all these laia
bors

thus volunteers you have exhibitedsome highh and essential qualities of vete-
ransrans but much remains undone soon
you will turn your strict attention to thedrill to system and order to forms alsowhich are all necessary to the soldierbyily order of lieutenant colonel P stgeorge cooke

PF C adjutant
returning eastward these men foundtheir families in the great basin of saltlake the advance guard of the mor-

mon emigration reached salt lake val-
ley on july 24 1847 selected the present
site of salt lake eltyeitycity built a fort of0fsome strength as a protection against
the indians and planted some root
crops a portion of which partially ma-
tured A few of these pioneers under
the lead of president young returned
to the missouri river the same fall
leaving the majority to plow and plant
during the following season their
subsistencesubs istance through the entireentile winter
was in part a root growing wild andand
pointed out by the indians as capable of
supporting life the few cereals and
roots brought with them were saved
for planting for such were the difficul-
ties of transtransportationor a ionlon through the
eleven hundredhundred milesilelle of mountains and
deserts they traversed that it was with
thegreatest difficulty they could bring
the necessary implements and grains
and roots for seed no white man save
colonel james bridger a trapper at
fort bridger and a mountaineer nanamedmed
goodyear waswag found in the region con-
sequently the mormon pioneers were
undisputedsbuted inastersmasters of the country
with no neighbors except the wild anand
degraded utahbethh and shoshone indians
whose friendfriendshipsh lp was courted for the
sake ofbf peace and has always been re-
tained through a policy of liberality and
justice the opinion of colonel bridger
was expressed that it was impossible to
raise grain in that region and that im-
migration to the great basin would be
followed by starvation nevertheless
trusting in the providence of god and
remembering the persecutions of man
the community resolved to dare the al-
ternativeternative

when the bulk of the immigration
reached the valley in 18481818 they found
that much had been raised for their
support besides a large percentage pre-
served for seed rations of bread were
issued and used and the people were
again in a condition of comparative
safety and comfort the match of 1848
as may be supposed was attended with
great hardships the immigrants were

1 denidenndeficientelentclent in transportation
I1 and suffered

from a scarcity of provisions audand the
severe toilstolls of the journeyJ

bourney great mor-
tality resulted fromfrd disease old age
and other causes and it was said that
the trail of the mormonscormons could be fol-
lowed in 1849 by the graves of the dead
they had left on their route yet it is
worthy ofnote that during that pilgrim-
age of four months duration neither
the spinning wheel nor the loom ceased
to do its worknork the large wagon and the
slow tread of the ox giving an oppor-
tunity fofurfuili labor e the train was inin
motion there are now in utah hun-
dreds of yards of goods for which the

materielmaterial was spun and which were wo-
ven during every means
ivaswas utilized to the utmost even the
faithful cow gave her strength in the
yoke and furnished milk at night for
the sustenance of the children she had
drawn during the day

such sir are acmesome of the incidents
conneconnectedblted with ttheae planting of this col
ony which isia nowabw sought to be legisla-
ted outdut of existenceexis teliceterice niethehie calumniescalum nies
charging the mormonscormons with idleness
io and disloyalty are allail refu-
ted by the facts of history thetile arstfirst
printinggi Rpressress ever taken west of the
missouri river was established by them
at independence in 183918329 the first
newspaper in the great basin of the
salt lake where now there are three
and I1 believe thethel firstin san francisco
were published by tte mormonscormonsMormons the
first united states flag unfurled in the
great interiorI1 savsavee bby government
officials was raised by well
do I1 know the spot where the first

liberty pole was raised and fram
the top of which floated the stars
and stripes while yet the country
was known as mexican territory
in obedience to mormon lovelov of lalaw
and order and of the institutions I1q our
country one of their first acts afterr
reaching their new home was to meet
in convention and form a local govern-
ment and send a delegate over three
thousand miles to washington and
ask thithe parent government to extend
her protecting care over themthern

s0 extract from a clisdiscoursecoursecourso delivered lyby
daniel II11 wells oneono odtheofthe prominent dig-
nitariesnitaries of the mormon church on the oc-
casion of the fourth anniversary of the en-
trance of the mormonscormons into the valley of
the great salt lake

it has been thought by some that this
insulted robbed

plundered murdered and finally
chased and expatriated would naturally
feel reluctant to again unitounite their destiny
with the american republic I1 4

no wonder that it waswag thought by
some that we would not again submit our-
selves even while we were yettet scorned and
ridiculed to return to our allegiance to our
country remember that it was by the
act of our native country not ours that
we were expatriated and then considerconsider thetho
opportunities we had of forming other ties
let this pass while we lift the veil and shoshow
the policy which dictated us that country
that constitution those institutions were
all ours they are still ours our fathers
were heroes of the revolution under the
master spirit of an adams a jefferson and
a washington they declared and main-
tained their independence and under the
guidance of the spirit of truth they fulfilled
their mission whereunto they wereivere sent
from the presence of the father because
demademagogueso uesaes have arisen and seized the
reins of60powerower should we relinquish our
interest in that country made dear to us by
every tie ofassociation and consanguinity

0 0 those who have indulged such
sentiments concerning us have not read
mormonism aright for never no never
will we desert our countrys cause never
will we bobe found arrayed by the seide of
her enemies although shesho herself may
cherish them in her own bosom although
she may launch both the thunderbolts of
war which may return and spend their
fury upon her own head never no
never willwiilllil we permit thothe weakness of
human nature to triumph over our love
of country our devotion to her institutionsinstitutions
handedbanded down toilsto lisits by her honored sires
made dear by a thousand tender recollec-
tions 11

in regard to the christian temper of
tthehe mormonscormons during the infancy of this
coloncolony there is also indisputable evi-
dence the year 1849 blessed the new
settlement with aaan abundant harvest
amply sufficient with strict economy
forfr itsit wants besides something to spare
to the anallyothny california immigrants who
crowded the plains during that season
in their march to the pacific shores and
whose lack of experience had caused
much sicbiesicknessbicknesskris and great loss of stock
multitudes fell by the waysideway side andaud
many of those who succeeded in reach-
ing the great halfwayhalf waiwalway house as they
styled salt lake city were sadly in
need of rest medical treatment and
good nursing the ill health of many
forced them to remain there for a time
and numerous lives were saved by the
careful watching and tender nursing of
some good old mother by the bedsidebed side
of the susummeringsuffering stranger for several
years salt lake city was more or less a
hospital for emigrants during the fall
and winter seasons from disease and ac-
cidents incident to a long journey
when the strangers became rested and
were able to proceed they exchanged
their broken down stock for fresh an-
imals recruited their supply of bread-
stuff sandband having improved their health
by a free uusuteusee of vegetables went on
their way rejoicing captain stansburyausburySt
who pentt a year among the mordoumormonsMor montmons
while ehllengagedaged on the government sur-
vey oathy great salt jake in 1849 50hisbis report gives the following9 frank

v

testimony to tathe charactercharacter and dealldeaildealingsn g8
of the people 1

I1 in their dealings with of em-
igrants that passed through their city the
mormonscormons were fair and upright taking no
advantagee of the necessitous condition of
many if not most of them they sold them
such provisions as they could spare at mod-
erate prices and such isas they I1 themselves
paidotheir dealings other in
the whole of our intercourse with them
which lasted rather more than a year I1I1
cannot referrefe to a single instance of fraud or
extortion to which any of the party was
subjected and I1 strongly incline to thothe
opinion that the charges that have been pre-
ferred against thenthem in thisthia respect airoso
eithercither from interested misrepresentation or
erroneous information I1 certainly never
experienced anythingC like it in my own
case nor did I1 wittwitnessless or hear of any in
stange of it inthein the case ofothers while YI1 re-
sided among them too many that passpaispassedd
through their settlements were disposeddisposedloto
disregard their claim totto thehe land ttheyheyhoy oc-
cupied to ridicule the municipal regula-
tions of their city and to trespass wantonly
upon their nightsrights such offenders were
promptly arrested by the authorities made
to pay a severe fine and ansomein some instancesinstancees
were imprisoned or madelomade to labor on thothe
public works a punishment richly merited
and which would have been inflicted uponudonthem inany civilized community in short
these peopeoplele presented the appearance of a
quiet gormlyorderly industriousand well organ
iced society as much so aaas one would meet
with in any city of the union having the
rights of personal property as perfectly
defined and as religiously respected acwithas with
ourselves nothing being further from their
faith or practice thandai themordisspiritrit of com-
munism which has been most erroneously
supposedsupsupposedposea to prevail among them the
main peculiarity of the people consists in
their religious tenets tirette form andnand extent
of their church government which is a
theocracy and in the nature especially of

i their domestic relations 11

A few words of evidence may not be
I1 amiss in regard to the orderly charac-
terI1 of the mormonscormons and their capacity
for self government especially when
the witness is one suspected of no par-
tiality for the people whom he describes

gunnison speaking of the same
period says

weWO found them in 1849 organized into a
state with all the order of legislative judi-
cial and executive officers regularly filled
underunder a constitution eminently republican
in sentiment and tolerant in religion and
though the authority of congress has not
yet sanctioned this form of government
presented and petitioned for they proceed
with all the routine afanofan organized self
governing people under the title ofaoraof a territ-ory they being satisfied to abide their time
in accessions of strength by numbers
when they may be deemed fit to takotake a
sovereign position being contented so long
as allowed to enjoy the substance under the
shadow of a name they levy and collect
taxes raise and equip troops lorfor protection
in full sovereignty on the soil they helped
to conquer first and subdue to use after-
ward 11

gunnison also adds his testimony to
that of others in regard ta the fair deal-
ing of the people and says that food
t was sold to the gold emigrants at a
less price than at fort laramie four
hundred miles nearer to the states

the progress of the colony was what
you might expect from such a beginbeginningnin 9
in 1850 there waswaa not a shingle roofroot in
salt lake city nownoir containing nearly
twenty thousand inhabitants with
splendid churches theatrestheartrestheatres dwellings
and business houses it is a remarkable
fact too that most of the fortunes which
werewere realizedrealized in utah in meresimercantilelitile
pursuits previous to 1863 were made by
those who were not mormonscormonsMormons while I1
have never known of a farm being
opened a mill built and scarcely a0
house erected by any but those of that

cfaithfalthfaith thus it is shown that to the
Mormormonscormonsingilsinglis belongs the credit of redeem-
ing from the complete sterility in which
they found it the now magnificent val
leys of saltsait lake the population otherotheir

i than mormon has never in my opinionlohlob
exceeded two and a half azzp j cent of the
whole the fact that a very large pro-
portion of our people are offoreign birth
is one that should give us favor in the
eyes of the government we have ex-
pended over in the promotion
of immigration from foreign lands
while many of the states operate
special machinery at considerable ex

j pensiforpenpenseseforfor the purvise of bringing foreign
immigration within their limits the

1

i whole country is sensitively alive to the
importance orthisof this means of increasing

j its power with an immense area of
virgin soil and all our wonderful resour-
ces nothing is so essential to the nation
as abundant labor now the mormonscormons
havellave not only materially swelled the
aggregate ofor immigration bubbut they have
created a system of management which

i is already ramousfamous for its excellence and
1 hshas attracted the attention of the brit-
ish government and caused jhb exam

of our agent in england abyv a
parliamentary commiscommissionslonsion I1in order to

learnearn the means by wwhichaich wwee have BOso
successfully transported our tens of

the one continent to the
other verily a prophet is not without
honor save in bishis own country

I1 have alluded to the indiindiann policy of
the mormonscormons and its excellent effect
ondlind as the indian question has become
one whichbieh excites the anxiety ofbf the
whole country emust be pardoned for
pointing with justifiable pride to results
which show the wisdom of their leaders
inirl this respect to be far in excess practi-
callycl y of that ofour neighbors webehavehave
acted on the principle that it is cheaper
to feed these savages than to fight them
and the indians have permitted the
passage of the mormon trains without
the loss of a life or of a dollars worth of
goods the first loss ever sustained was
of prproperty0 er y on the railroad since its con-
structionst ton compared with the indian
troubles of other sections those of utah
have been trivial the whole expen-
diture of the united states on account
of indian wars there has been but 75

while millions on millions have
been spent all about us without accom-
plishingshing anyiny durable peace these ex-
penses too would have been much grea-
ter but for the supplies of food and for-
age drawn from our settlements at nom-
inal prices

another material advantadvantageag1e derived
by the country at large from the exis-
tence of our colony is the great assist-
ance it has rendrenderederect in the settlement
of the surrounding region it will need
no detailed statement to convince gen-
tlemen of the immense aid rendered by
such apolony in such a wilderness to
the peopling of the adjacent territories
and to the success of enterprises like the
overland mail the telegraph and the
pacific railroad4 I1itt is not too much to
say that had the colony of utah had no
existence these enterprises must of ne-
cessity have been retarded for years
longer and might even yet be only
dreams of the future

and yet notwithstanding our value
to the country it has always been a
matter of extreme difficulty to obtain the
ordinary legislation needed to protect
our industry and property it is only
within a year that we have been able to
secure aann extension of the public land
system over our territory a delay which
has prevented us from availing our-
selves of the liberal preemptionpre emption and
homestead laws enjoyed in the states
and other territories weave have borne
these harsh and unjust discriminations
with patience but they deepen our dis-
appointment at the attempts now made
to impose upon us still greater hard-
shipsshi ps

it 1is proper that I1 should now allude
to the accusation that the people of
utah do not sufficiently honor the
courts ofin ticelice this statement is the
exact reveip of truth A well regulat-
ed and I1impartialmpartial judiciary is regarded as
the very foundation of civil govern-
ment and utah has her system of ter-
ritorialritorial courts as well as those of thegeneral government the error may
have grown out of the fact that mor
mons in the settlement of disputes
prefer arbitration to litigation aaas being
quicker and cheaper the courts how-
ever are always open to th se who
prefer suits at law and the judgments
of these courtcourtssareare respected and en-
forced that utah contains some bad
men is unquestionably true with four
frontiers it can scarcely be expected of
us to exclude all such yet there is no
more justice in holding the citizens
of utah responsible for the acts of vici-
ous individuals among them than there
would be on the part of the mormonscormonsons in
charging the whole people of the
united states with the wrongs perpe-
trated upon them in missouri and illi-
nois or than there would be on the part
of the civilized world in charging upon
the citizens of this district the untime-
ly taking off of the late chief magis-
trate nor can itlt justly be made an ex-
traordinarytraordinary ofmiencefience if some shall have
assumed the cloak of religion for
evil purposes when you will pointespoint us
to a territory where there is no hypoc-
risy or crime we will acknowledge our
responsibility for this imperfection
let him among you who is without sin
cast the first stone

but the important influence on the
country of mormon enterprise has not
been confined to utah it may not be
known to all who listen to me todayto day
that the discdisedisciplespiesples of its faith have borne
a leading part in the settlement and
improvement of other portions the
first discovery of gold in california in
1847 8 which excited the whole civiliz-
ed world and precipitated upon thepacific coast that avalanche of immi-
gration which transformed a semi
iidlidhildernessilderness into proud and populous
states and carried a frontier of amer-

ican
ameri-

anan settlements to cheverythe verytery ocean was


