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my greatest desire to my father and god is
thatthit I1 may so speak that my remarks willbewill be
acceptable to him and beneficial to those who
hearbear me

I1 do not know that I1 have the first desire to
please myself or any earthly being in the re-
marks I1 may make I1 do not know that I1
have any other purpose in view but the salva-
tion of the people and I1 wish the pepeoplele to
have only one ruling desire namely gooloto do the
will of their god

if my mind is lead this morning in a chan-
nel to instruct the saints to encourage them
to givegiva them new life and vigor to BOso streng-
then

streng-
thth n them in their faith as to better prepare
theatothem to pursue the journey of life godbegod be
thanked

I1 sometimes think thatthit perhaps I1 have not
that fervent desire to preach to unbelievers
that I1 ought mohaveto have but one thinthing I1 cansaycan saybay
my garments are clear and pure from the
blood of all men I1 will briefly state why this
is for nearly thirty years I1 have sought to
know the truth and to propeproperlyaly understand
the principles of the holy priesthood revealed
from heaven through the prophet joseph and
I1 haqqhav ceased not when I1 have had an bpop-
portunityportunity at the proper time and in the pro-
perer place to present thosathoss principles to myffellowellow men and if those who have heardheald me
had been as faithful and diligent aaas I1 have
been since I1 embraced the truth in distribute
ining the truth to their neighbors long before
riselsthis time every family upon the face of the
earth would have heard the gospel of the son
ofdf god and the warning voice of his servants
and have had thethem opportunity of believing or
reitsrejecting it solely through my preaching and
its resultsresults this frees me from all blabiablamebiameme on
the score of preaching world blamebiame upon
thatviat point cannot be attached to me by any
man upon the face ol01of the earth if people of
otherather nations I1rise up in the judgment and say
it youl had been faithfulwilful in preach-

ing to lisus we also could have been prepared
fortor the day we now see my answer will be
there is no such sin resting upon me that sin
will fall if anywhere upon those who have
heard me and have witnessed that I1 have told
fhernthem the truth but have not themselves been
faithful in disseminating it to their neighbors
you may call this an apology if you please forfon
not feeling that anxiety to
erbers that some may suppose I1 ought tofeek but I1
trust this matter with my god I1 feel
anxious for those who are disposed to believe
Oiethe truth I1 feel after the saints thethie facts
I1 have related touchingg myself will also aap-
ply

p
to hundreds of tthethahe elders of israel to

men who are now sitting in this stand and in
this congregation my desires daily and hourly
ateare that those who profess to be saints ac-
tually be saints in truth and verity and my
eastant prayergrayer is for their welfare

I1 remember the poor and the needy though
I1 cancansaycansaysayBay and the remark may astonish many
ct my brethren I1 never pray for the people to
be rich I1 do not pray for gold and silverbliver I1
have never done so I1 have never had so
much as a desire for this people to become
wealthy in gold and silver in houses and lands
in goods and chattleschattiesattles I1 do not that I1
evera a petition to a being supsuperioreliorexior to
myself to give me worldly richesliches and worldly
honor and fame but I1 have prayedgrayed 0 lord

lneine the powerrower the khowknowledgeledge the wis-
dom and the understanding to secure tp my
eifselfelf Weternalernal life

wejve have the promise iffeif we seek first the
god and its righteousness that all

necessary things will bebue added tousto us we
not be distrustfulAbut seek first to

know howhavi to please our father and god seek
to know how tolo save ourselves from the errors
hatthat are in- the world from ilarolardarknesskness and un-

beliefbl ef from the vain and delusive spirits thatabroad i
gogol fabroad among theshe children of memenn to de-
ceive and learn howbow to savebave and preserve our
reivesrelves upon the earth to preach the gospel
meldwild up ahe kingkingdomdorddora and establish the ziowio
of our godgoa then there is not the least dangerMandend therether should not be the least doubt butbilt
what every thinthing necessary torfor the comfortcomfort
convenience happiness and oafsalvation og0 the
palepeople will be added to them i

trueru e we see many of thi people that arare
poonpoor welye

i
hayebave seen them inin thetheir

bons and sorsoree privations we have
flee from city to city from county to countcounty
and ffromrot state lo10 state weine hahavee seen them
traveilaraked and bareVarebarefootedfooted on the wayay to these
valleys ininthethe companies that came herebere in
1847 8 and 9 probably not one in tienten hadbad
frood shoes or clothes to keep them comcomfortecomforfortataetaTfoodgoodbieblee in moderate weather and but few had
bread stuff sufficient to dastfastlast them over four
months thy came here and here they
stastayed4 and labored and what they broughtWTwith them had to answer until they raised
enough Jo supply their wants we can still
seebee many who ardare not so comfortable asas they

be J i i k

who amonamong thithiss peoplebple can discern the
andlandLband of god inin all trethesec e circumstances arddarid

that it is necessary that afflictions should come
upon them to prove whether they will iebe
saints or hotlnotnob whether they will hebe the friends
of godpod or turn away from the holy command-
ments forsake their god and their religion
return to the begarlybeggarly elements of the world

to the vain fasfashionsionslons and foolish spirits that
are abroad deceiving the children of men mydix
desire is that the saints should understand
that they should be wise having eyes that seepseebee
ears that hearheary and hearts that understand as
god understands us that they may not be ig-
norant of the provi dences that attend them
at present my fervent desire is for the saints
doubtless if in the providences of god I1 am
again called to preach the gospel to the world
I1 shall have as fervent a desire for them as I1
have ever had for the saints but I1 now feel
to strengthen and comfort the saints inas-
much as I1 have the ability and the spirit
bearinbearing witness with yours that we should live
our religion and be saints indeed and feel
that affinity one to another that becomes the
saints of the living god

I1 have no desire at this time to address
you upon any particular point of doctrine
nor to select a text upon which to expound or
explain I1 merely wish to ininquireol01aire whether
the latter day saints understandtand the event-
ful day in which they live whether they ap-
preciatepreciateite and understand the peculiar provi
dences of0 god that are cast around them
whether they partially comprehend the nature
of their own being and afie great object of
their existence and place upon the earth if
thethey understand and rirightly practice upon all
thish every soul of them will keep the faith
after the existence of the illshis supre-
macy hishig right to rule his knowledgeknowledge illshis
power and his great plan of salsaisalvationvOon for
the children of men have been proved beyond
the power of truthful contradiction and after
tens of thousands have bowed to the truths of
the gospel beenlieen baptisedbaptizedsed for the remission of
sins and received the ordinances of the holy
priesthood and run well for a season it is la-
mentablemen table to see so many turn away forsake
their covenants and lose sight of all holiness
and purity of life becoming like a ship upon
the great waste of waters without a compass
sailball rudder or any means for guiding their
course and being waftedwafred hither and thither
with every wind that blows nobnot seeming to I1

have the least idea of directingdirection their awniown
course this is a matter of deeldeep regret

I1 ask intelligent menamen those in whose bosoms
the Sspirit of revelation continually
ther their souls do not mourn to see the neg-
lect the weakness the blindness and stupidity
of those who have received the words of eter-
nal life who have received the promises and
covenants ofor god and have had the rights and

riprivileges of recreceivingeivinelvin the revelations of jesusjestis
christ to guide and direct them in the path of
truth and holiness so that they could make
sure to themselves salvation and eternal livesilvesliv es
in the celestiacelestial4 kingdom of our father and
god Is it not painful are you not aston-
isheddished to see people who have received the
holyhols spirit of promise the holy ghost who
have received visions who have been endow-
ed with faith and with the knowledge of god
who have had power to lay hands uuponon the
sick and diseases have departed at thelttheirtheir com-
mand and foul spirits at their word turn
awaaway and forsake their covenants and ththeirairgodatgod

if there should not be another meeting of
the latter day saints until the winding up
scene it would be astonishastonishinging that any man
or woman of good sound sense and ijudgmentjudgment
should ever forsake their faith I1 do nnot0t
know thatthataa comparison strong enoahenough can
possibly be framed to exhibit the folly of such
a proceeding were I1 to sasay to a so

bonson the
whole earth is in my hands to dispose of as I1
will I1 can make youyog the sovereign of the
universe the possessor of the gold the silver
the mountains the valleys the rivers the
lakes the seas and all that floats upon them
and that lives upon the face of the whole
earthearthy for it is mine to give to you my son
if you will serve me one month faithfully I1
require nothing of you that will give you the
least pain all I1 require is strict obedience to
my law myaly sonsoil faithfully serves me during
twenty nine days and on the thirtieth ilayday
for the value of1 a straw or for a mess of
cottageyotDotcottagetage he sellss hishia right and title to all I1iadeadad promised himliim this comparison falls
very far short of showing the loss1093 a saint sus-
tain when behe turns away from his god and hisbis
relirellreligiongioneion

therethee is one virtue attribute or princiaprincipleI1 e
which if cherished and practiced by the
saints would prove salvation to thousands
upon thousands I1 allude to charity or love
from which proceedeed forgiveness longiong suffer
ing kindness and patience but the shortshori
linlixedness and weakness inin some are marvel-
ous to make this a little plainer I1 will ask
do any of your neighbors do anything wronwrong9
they do people come here kromirom diedifdifferentferen t
parts of the earth to make this their adopted
councountry and the old residents expect them to
att once conform to and adopt their inalnamannersinners
customs andanif traditions or they think the new
comers are not worthy of their fellowship
in other words if every maninan woman and
child does not act think and seeaee as I1 do they
arearg sinsinnercinnerinerkneri 31 it is very necessary that we
have charity that willY cover a frmultitude of

what we may suppose to bbee sins it is writ-
ten in the scriptures for charity shall cover
a multitude of the sins in its wording this
Is not literally doreorcorrect for charity does not
covercovet up hide or justify actual iniquity it
covers uplip a multimultitudee of proprietiesimproprieties and
weaknesses that some aresareaar inclined4caned to suppose
to lebe sins

in a community and even in ia family of
children that have sprung from hethe same pa-
rents you can find a great difference in the
dispositions and temperaments of individuals
you observe an endless variety in the dispo-
sitions ofbf mankind I1 will give you an exam-
ple

somesoine christian nations lately went to warwar
with each other what foforfon pride to please
a selfish worldly carnal wicked heart and
the priests the majority of them being of the
same faith on both sidessided the line of battle
prayed to the same god for success in slaying
the opposing army if they can have jhcthcthee
spirit of the lord thus to pray they canran have
it there and then as wellweil as anyankanywherewhere else
they could have- it as well as the english
and americans in the revolutionary war
when they went to battle they prayed fer-
vently each side praying lord save my coun-
trymen preserve our armies direct every
ball that isis discharged from our guns directly
to the hearts of our enemies until they are
compcompletelylately used up god distributes his
spirit to all both christian and pagan thisthisto some may appear very strange but it is
true for there is not a christian or pagan na-
tion family or individual upon the whole
earth totd whom the lord has not more or less
at times dispensed his spirit the pagan is
as fervent in his desires to his god for a good
and holy influence to attend him in the wor-
ship of his idols as we are to the god of hea-
ven the father of us all the beingbaing who has
brought all mankind into existence and sus-
tains them by his providence and fatherly
care

heile bestowsbestons blessings upon all his children
and enlightens them moremole or less by hihiss spirit
and guides the affairs of all nations states
countries aridand peoples hisills kind benevolence
and influence bfby the power of his spirit are
over them all inin this territory are people
gathered from almost all nations where they
have been differently educatededucatedp differently tra

and didifferentlyflitfillbrently ruled how ilienthen pan
we expect thethemu to look to0 o act and to have
sentiments faithfath andaid customs precisely
alike I1 do not expect to see any suchpuch thing
but I1 endeavor to look upon them as an angel
would having compassion longiongong summeringsuffering and
forbearance towards them how many times
can I1 forgive a brother I1 do not know for I1
have never been particularly tried upon ahk
point but I1 think I1 could forgive a brother
seventy times seven in one day if I1 had not
learned that he had a design to commit evil
ilehe might commit overt acts every half minute
in a day and if he felt to sincerely repent I1
could forgive him every body should do so
and especially the saints

how many of us charge evil upon ourconr neigh-
bors or upon members of our families when
they have desired according to the best of
their ability and striven accoaccordingiding to the best
of their knowlknowledgerihlge and as fervently as they
could to do right where then is our charity
our benebenevolencebenevolentvolen e longiong suffering11 and papatiencetierce
we should overcome all unfriendly desires to
overthrow each other and strive to inculcate
those principles that pertain to eternal lifer
men are greedy for the vain things of this
world in theirhearts they are it
is true that the things of this world are de-
signed to make us comfortable and they make
some ppeople as happy as they can be here but
riches can never makenake the latter day saints
happy riches of themthemselvesselveseive s cannot produce
permanent hahappinessP 8 only the spirit thatatoaio luesliescomes from abovev ccanan do that if wearewe are
compelled to eat ouroun morsel under a rock in
the wilderness or in a log cabin we are hap-
py soveso we possess that spirit if a man drinks
at the fountain of eternal life he is as happy
under the broad canopy of heaven without a
home as in a palace this I1 know by expe-
rience I1 know that the things of this world
from beginning to end from taethe possession of
mountains of gold down to a crust of johny
cake makes little or no olliTerencedifference in the hap-
piness of an individual the thingsthing of this
world add to our national comforcomforttP and are ne-
cessary to sustain mortal life we need these
comforts to preserve our earthly existence
and many suppose when they have them in
great abundance that they have all that is
needed to make them hakeyhappy they are striv-
ing continually and witwith all their for
that which docsdoes not add one particle to their
happiness though it may add to their comfort
and perhaps to the length of their lives if
they do not kill themselves in their eagerness
to grasp the gildedglided butterfly but those things
have llolionothingthirlthill to do with the spirit feeling
consolation light glory peace annjoyand joy that
pertain to heaven and heavenly things which
are the food of the ever living spirit within
us

hundreds and thousands of the latter day
saints while passingassing through persecutions
have goneone to weirtheir gravesraves for want of a littlemedicinemedicine or that cindvindkind of nourishment mostsost
proper in their condition they could nothot ob-
tain stichsuch things their strengththglagraduallygia dually gave

I1

waxwayva to the diseases that preyed upon themthim
and1 they sunk into death for want bior
theithe gornpoincomfortsforts 0oa life but did they go to their
graves mourning and bewailing their situa-
tion I1 will venture to state that they felt
better than many who die on downy bedabeds with
all things around them that earthly riches
can command or hearthear desire in those times
of severe triatrial1 we laid our hands upon the
sick and tried to encourage them all we could
but we daanohad no earthly comforts in the shape
of food clothing medicine etc to impart
nor any physical comfort designed to sustain
liferife we laid our hands upon hundredhundreds and
saw fathers mothers and children sinking aandnd
ddyingin wasaras there nochimnothing0 that could helpheip
them1 in yes if we couT e made them some
chicken broth or given theinthem a little wine it
probably would have turned the disease and

I1 they might hayehave lived but we did notno have
such articles to give how did they die
rejoicing that weirtheir pilgrimage was over say-
ingI1 1I aamm 1happyl withinvi tl irrlir 2 if the questionoRhadhad been askaskedeaz do yyou0a not think that if youvon
had this or that it would make you haphappy 1

their answer would have been no I1 am tlhapa
without them they might increase my

I1
ey

odily health but they have nothing0 to do
I1 with my happiness yet how over anxious
the great majority of mankind are for theth vaidvait
andildiid foolish things of chis life

are the people mournmourning for anything now
and do they think this toiseilebe a day of trial and
darkness in the spring of 1857 we moved
from our homeshomo at a time when it was pleaplia
sant for living out of doors and lyingalyin upon
the ground but hundredhundreds now present hava
had to leave their homes IIItp the dead of winter
with no habitation to shelter them thieithe re-
velationsve declare that this people shaishall bgb
tried in all thinthingss ttif we were not tried in
the thinks that now try us we should not bo
tried inirl all things we have had the trial of
burying our friends we have been driven from
our hoeshomes leaving our possessions our goods
our farms our houses orchards gardens ansandans
furniture standing in our houses we gathered
up teams a little food and clothing and left
we have been tried in losing our fatfathersheriherk
our mothers our children 0ourr sisters andpud
brethren we have been tried in havinghiving 4a t
mob butcher our bretbrethrenhrin before our eyeseres
shooting them down as deliberately as aamounmoun-
taineer would shoot a wolf

it is necessary that we should be tried in
order to prove whether we can be sill idili
prayer time you know that it is sometimes
nnecessaryry to correct our children for making
a noise in prayer time it iais now prazerprayer time
with us carcan we keep still or shall wre bsb
found making a disturbance in the family
let us as cchildrenildrenlidren keep still or our father
may use the rod of correction what a trial
to keep still in prayer aimel 0 howv thisthin
people are tried those who turn away fromfrond
the holyhois commandments will meet trials that
are trials indeed Theywill feel the wrath of the
almighty upon them those who arearea still and
arearc good children will receive the rich bless-
ing

mess-
ing ofor their father and god be still and let
your faith rest on the lord almighty ilehe iais
at the helm he iais in the midst of this peopleeollo
and guides the ship zion be good childrencEchildrenildrenlidren
until our father has taught nsus our present
lesson and be ready to answer every call to
render obedieobediencence to every requirement and
have compassion upon each other but if yonyoa
should happen to see john or lucy climb cpup
into a chair in6 prayer timptime and yet have no
evil design in BOso dailldoing letlei charity covercovey that
impropriety 30do not tell father tthat johnjqhn wagwas
a naughty boy do not be so full of rellreligloa
as to look upon every little over tact that
others may as being the unpardonable
sin that will place them beyond the reach of0
redemption andana the favors of our god

some come to me sasayingI1
1ng froado0 brother brig-

ham it does seem thailthat aallailli the people arare goinggoin
to the devil I1 can foretell a few thithingsfigs
those who are good children and bekartkarglarg
themselves until prayer time is over will by
and by sit down to supper and havehavo a joyful
season some may say 1I fear there will beb
butbui few left to eat supper there are so many
going astrastrayr be patient there are more
than seven tthousand in this city who have not
bowed thetha knee to baal without numbering
those of other cities who are ready and
anxious to do right andana none of them will babe
lost but some are stealing 1 can you at
present prevent it no but aodo you notcot think
that it ought totobebe stopped yes if we had fhthre

power but we have rotpot now the power if I1
hadbad the power I1 would send every thief to his
longionglongsomehome I1 will promise thieves drunkards
and other on enders against good order morali-
ty and the wellweli beingbeidl of society that if I1 can
learn of their committing such sins I1 will cut
them off from the church I1 will not knowing-
ly fellowship thieves liars and drunkards nor
any abominable character but canican I1 pre-
vent men from committing those crimes no
neither can vouyouyou could the lordi yes if hfho
wished to ilehe could lead them to some of our
large streams cause them to think that they
could cross over dryshod and then drown
them as he did the egyptians but hebe adoedij not
feel to do so

I1 do know that some people greireT wwantingla tl in
understandunderstandingiriz when aheythey charalcharge others with
sinln which they do not suppose to be ainalnsig
they have been diffiedifferently educated atandaldd colcoa


