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My greatest desire to my Father and God is
that I may so speak that my remarks will.be
acceptable to Him and beneficial to those who
hear me,

I do not know that I have the first desire to

Please myself or any earthly being, in the re-
marks I may make. I do not know that I
have any other purpose in view but the salva-
tion of the people; and I wish the people to
have only one ruling desire, namely, to do the
will of their God.

If my mind is lead this morning in a chan-
nel to instruct the Saints, to encourage them,
to give them new life and vigor, to so streng-
then them in their faith as to better prepare
them to pursue the journey of life, God be
thanked. |

I sometimes think that perhaps I have not
that fervent desire to preach to unbelievers
that I ought to have. But one thing I can say,
my garments are clear and pure from the
blood of all men. I will briefly state why this
is. For nearly thirty years 1 have sought to
know the truth, and to propérly understand
the principles of the Holy Priesthood revealed
from heaven through the prophet Joseph; and
I have ceased not, when I have had an op-
portunity, at the proper time and in the pro-
Fr place, to present thos2 principles to my

ellow men. And if those who have heard me
had been as faithful and diligent as I have
been, since I embraced the truth, in distribut-
ing the truth to their neighbors, long before
this time every family upon the face of the
earth would have heard the gospel of the Son
of God and the warning voice of his servants,
and have had the ngpurtnnity of believing or
rejecting it, solely through my preaching and
its results. This frees me from all blame on
the score of preaching to the world; blame upon
that point cannot be attached to me by any
man upon the face of the earth., If penclﬂe of
ather nations rise up in the judgment and say,
“4f you, Brigham, had beenfaithful in preach-
ing to us we also could have been prepared
for the day we now see,”” my answer will be,
there isno such sin resting upon me. That sin
will fall, if anywhere, upon those who have
heard me and have witnessed that I have told
fhem the truth, but have not themselves been
faithful in dissemifating it to their neighbors.
You may call this an apology, if {;nu please, for
not feeling that anxiety topreach to unbeliev-
cre that some may suppose I ought tofeel, but I
trust this matter with my God. I feel
anxious for those who are disposed to believe
the truth—I feel after the Saints.
I have related touching myself will also ap-
ply to hundreds of the Elders of Israel—to
men who are now sitting in this stand and in
this congregation. My desires daily and hourly
are that those who profess to be Saints ac-
tually be Saints in truth and verity; and my
cunstant prayer is for their welfare.

I remember the poor and the needy. Though
I can say, and the remark may astonish many
of my brethren, I never pray for the people to
be rich. I do not pray for gold and silver—I
have never done so. I have never had so
much as a desire for this people to become
wealthy in gold andsilver, in houses and lands
in goods and chattles. 1 do not know that I
ever offered a petition to a Being superior to
myself to give me worldly riches, and worldl
honor and fame; but I have prayed, O Lord,
glve me the power, the knowledge; the wis-

om, and the undersianding to seeure to my-
self eternallife, 3

We have the promise, if we seek first the
Kingdom of God and its righteousness, that all
mecessary things will be added to us. We
¢hould not be’ distrustfulgbut seek first to
know how to please our Father and God; seek
to know how to save ourselves from the errors
that are in the world, from darkness and un-
belief, from the vain and delusive spirits that
go abroad among the children of men to de-
cegive, and learn how to save and preserve our-
#gelves upon the earth to preach the gospel,
build up the kingdom, and establish the Zion
of our God; then there is not the least danger,
and there should not be the least doubt, but
what every thing wpecessary for the comfort,
convenience, happiness, and salvation of the
people will be added to them. |

True, we see many of this people that gre
poor. We have seen them in their perseca-
tions and sore privations. We have seenthem
flee from city to city, from county to county,
and from State to State. We have seen them
maked and barefooted on the way to these
valleys. In the companies that came here in
1847-8 and 9, probably not one in ten had

ood shoes, or clothes to keep them comforta-

le in moderate weather; and but few had
hread stuff sufficient to last them over four
months. They came here, and here they
stayed and labored; and what they brought
with them had to answer until they raised
enough to supply their wants. We can stlll
see many who are not so comfortable as they

desire to be.
this pebple can discern the

“Who amon
trand of God in all these circumstances, and

The facts |

that it is necessary that aflictions should come
upon them to grnve whether they will be
Baints or not; whether they will be the friends

. |of God, or turn away from the holy command-

ments, forsake their God and their religion,
return to the beggarly elements of the world
—to the vain fashions and foolish spirits that
are abroad deceiving the children of men? M

desire is that the Saints should understand,
that they should be wise, having eyes that see,

ears that hear, and hearts that understand as | rents, you can find a

what we may suppose ta be sins. It is writ-
ten in the scriptures, “for charity shall cover
a multitude of the sins.”” In its wording this
is not literally cdorrect, for charity does not
cover up, hide, or justify actual iniquity. It
covers up a multitude of improprieties and
weaknesses that some are inclined to suppose
to be sins. -

In a community, and even in a family of
children that have sprung from 'he same pa-
great difference in the

God understands us, that they may not be ig- | dispositions and temperaments of individuals;
norant of the providences that attend them. you observe an endless variety in the dispo-

At present my fervent desire is for the Saints. sitions of mankind.

Doubtless if, in the providences of God, I am
again called to preach the gospel to the world,

|
|
|
|

I will give you an exam-
ple. |
Some Christian nations lately went to war

'way to the diseases that preyed upon them
and they sunk into' death for want

the comforts of life. But did they go to their
‘graves mourning, and bewailin eir situa-
tion? I will venture to state %hat they felt
better than many who die on downy beds with
;all things around them that earthly riches
'can command, or heart desire. Inthose times
of severe trial we laid our hands upon the
sick, and tried to encourage them all we could,
but we had no earthly comforts in the shape
of food, clothing, medicine, ete., to impart,
nor an{rvphyaical comfort designed to sustain
|life. e laid our hands upon hundredas, and
~saw fathers, mothers and children sinking and
dying. Was there nething that could help

I shall have as fervent a desire for them as I| with each other. What for? Pride; to please  them? Yes, if we could have made them some

have ever had for the Saints.
to stren
much as I have the abilit
bearing witness with yours that we should live
our religion and be Saints indeed, and feel
that affinity one to another that becomes the
Saints of the living God.

I bave no desire, at this time, to address
you upon any particular point of doctrine,
nor to select a text upon which to expound or
explain. I merely

But I now feel | a selfish, worldly, carnal, wicked heart.
en and comfort the Saints, inas-| the priests, the majority of them being of the
and the Spirit, same faith, on both sides the line of battle |the

And

prayed to the same God for success in slaying
the opposing army. If they can have the
Spirit of the Lord thusto pray, they can have
it there and then as well as anywhere else,
They could have it as well as the English
and Americans in the Revolutionary war.
When they went to battle they prayed fer-

wish to inquire whether | vently, each side praying, “Lord save my coun-

chicken broth, or given them a little wine, it
probably would have turned the disease, and

ﬁmight have lived, but we did not have
'such articles to give. How did they die?
'Rejoicing that their piltﬁrimage was over, say-
‘ing, “I am happy within.” If the question
'had been asked, “do you not think that if youn
‘had this eor that it would make you happy?”
their answer would have been, “no, I am hap-
'Ey without them, They might increase my
‘bodily health, but they have nothing to do

the Latter Day Saints understand the event-|trymen, preserve our armies, direct every with my bappiness.” Yet how over anxious

ful da
prenia{e

God distributes his |

in which they live; whether they ap-| ball that is discharged from our guns directly |the great majority of mankind are for the vain
and understand the peculiar provi-|to the hearts of our enemies, until they are |and foolish things of this life.
dences of God that are cast around them;{completely used up.”

Are the people mourning for anything now

whether they partially comprehend the nature | Spirit to all, both Christian and Pagan. This  and do they think this to be a day of trial lnc{
of their own being, and the great object of | to some may appear very strange, but it is darkness? In the Spring of 1857 we moved
their existence and place upon the earth. If|true, for there is not a Christian or Pagan na- from our homes, at a time when it was plea-

they understand and rightly practice upon all
this, every soul of them will keep the faith.
After the existence of the Diety, His supre-
macy, His right to rule, His knowledge, His
power, and His great plan of salvation for
the children of men have been proved beyond
the power of truthful contradiction, and after

tion, family, or individual, upon the whole
earth, t6 whom the Lord has not more or less
at times dispensed His Spirit. The Pagan is
as (fielrv?nt in his desires to his God for a good
and ho

‘sant for living out of doors and lying upon
the ground; but hundreds now present have
‘had to leave their homes in the dead of winter,
'with no habitation fo shelter them.  ‘The re-

influence to attend him in the wor- | velations declare that this people shall be

ship of his idols, as we are to the God of hea- |tried in all things. If we were not tried in

ven, the Father of us all, the Being who has | the thinks that new tr

tens of thousands have bowed to the truths of | brought all mankind into existence and sus-

the gospel, been baptised for the remission of
ging, and received the ordinances of the Holy
Priesthood, and run well for a season, it is la-
mentable to see so many turn away, forsake

tains them by his providence and fatherly
care,

He bestows blessings upon all his children,
and enlightens them more orless by His Spirit,

their covenants, and lose sight of all holiness | and guides the affairs of all nations, states,

and purity of life, becoming like a ship uponi countries, and peoples.
the great waste of waters without a compass, | and influence, by the
sail, rudder; or any means for guiding their| over them all.

course, and being wafted hither and thither

with every wind that blows, not seeming to| have been differently educated, differently tra-
have the least idea of directing their own ditioned, and differently ruled, how then can

course. This is a matter of deep regret.

I ask intelligent men, those in whose bosoms
the Spirit of revelation continually abides,whe-
ther their souls do not mourn to see the neg-
lect, the weakness, the blindness and stu idigy
of those who have received the words of eter-
nal life—who have received the promises and
covenants of God, and have had the rights and
privileges of receiving the revelations of Jesus
Christ to guide and direct them in the path of
truth and boliness, so that they could make
sure to themselves salvation and eternal lives
in the celestial kingdom of our Father and
God. Is it not painful? Are you not aston-
ished to see people who have received the
Holy Spirit of promise—the Holy Ghost, who

have received visions, who have been endow-

ed with faith and with the knowledge of God,
who have had power to lay hands nupon the
sick, and diseases have departed at therr com-
mand and foul spirits at their word, turn
away and forsake their covenants and their
God? |
If there should not be another meeting of
the Latter Day Saints until the winding up
scene, it would be astonishing that any man
or woman of good sound sense and judgment
should ever forsake their faith. do not
know that-a comparison strong enough can
possibly be framed to exhibit the folly of such
a proceeding. Were.I to say to a son, the

‘| whole earth is in my hamds to dispose of as I

will; I can make yon the sovereign of the
universe, the possessor of the gold, the silver,
the mountains, the valleys, the rivers, the
lakes, the seas, and all that floats upon them
and that lives upon the face of the whole
earth, for it is mine to give to you, my son,
if you will serve me one month faithfully, I
require nothing of you that will give you the
least pain; all I reouire is strict obedience to
my law. My son faithfully serves me during
twenty-nine days, and on the thirtieth day,
for the value of a straw, or for a mess of
Eottage, he sells his right and title to all I

ad promised him. This comparison falls
very far short of showing the loss a Saint sus-
tain when he turns away from his God and his
religion.

There is one virtue, attribute, nrfrinciple,
which, if cherished and practiced by the
Saints, would prove salvation to thousands
upon thousands, I allude to charity, or love,
from which proceed forgiveness, long suffer-
ing, kindness, and patience. But the short-
sightedness and weakness in some are marvel-
ous. To make this a liftle plainer I will ask,
do any of your neighbors do anything wrong?
They do. People come here from different
parts of the earth, to make this their adopted
country, and the old residents expect them to
at once conform to and adopt their manners,
customs, and traditions, or they think the new
comers are not worthy of their fellowship.
In other words, “if every man, woman, and
child does not act, think, and see as I do, they
are sinners.” It is very necessary that we
have charity that will cover a multitude of

His kind benevolence

. ug, we should not be
tried in all things, We have had the trial of
burying our friends; we have been driven from
our homes, leaving our possessions, our goods

our farms, our houses, orchards, gardens, and
furniture standing in our houses; we gatﬁered
up teams, a little food and clothing, and left..
We have been tried in losing our fathers,

n this Territory are people

power of his Spirit, are  our mothers, our children, our sisters and
' brethren,

We have been tried in having a

gathered from almost all nations, where they 5mnb butcher our brethren before our eycs—

we expect-them to look, to act, and to have
sentiments, faith, and customs precisely
alike? I do not expect to see any such thing,
but I endeavor to look upon them as an angel

would, having compassion, long-suffering, and 1’

forbearance towards them. How many times
can 1 forgive a brother? I do not know, for I
have never been particularly tried upon this
point; but I think I could forgive a brother
seventy times seven in one day, if I had not
learned that he had a design to commit evil.
He might commit overt acts every half minute
in a day, and if he felt to sincerely repent I

'shooting them down as deliberately as a moun-

taineer would shoot a wolf.

It is necessary that we should be tried, in
order to prove whether we can be still in
prayer time. You know that it is sometimes
necessary to correet our chlldren for making
a noise in prayer time. It is now prayer time
with us. Can we keep still, or shall we be
found making a disturbance in the family?
Let us as children, keep still, or our Father
may use the rod of correction. What a trial,
to keep still in prayer time! O, how this
people are tried!! Those who turn away from
the holy commandments will meet trials that
are frials indeed. Theywill feel the wrath of the

could forgive him. Every body should do so,
and especially the Saints.

How many of us charge evil upon onr neigh-
bors, or upon members of our families, when
they have desired, according to the best of
their ability, and striven, according to the best
of their knowledge, and as fervently as they
could, to do right? Where thenis ourcharity,
our benevolence, long-suffering, and patience?
We should overcome all unfriendly desires to
overthrow each other, and strive to inculcate
those principles that pertain to eternal life.
Men are greedy for the vain things of this
world; in their ﬁearta they are coveteous. It
is true that the things of this world are de-
signed to make us comfortable, and they make
some people as happy as they can be here, but
riches can never make the ]{atter Day Saints
happy. Riches of themselves cannot produce
permanent - happiness; -only the Spirit that
comes from above can do that. If we are
compelled to eat our morsel under a roek in
the wilderness, or in a log cabin, we are hap-
Py, so we possess that Spirit, Ifa man drinl‘:s
at the fountain of eternal life he is as happy
under the broad canopy of heaven, without a
home, as in a palace. This I know hy expe-
rience, 1 know that the things of this world,
from beginning to end, from the possession of
mountains of gold down to a crust of Johny-
cake, makes little or no difference in the hap-
piness of an individual. The things of this
world add to our national comfort, and are ne-
cessary to sustain mortal life. We need these
comforts to preserve our earthly existence,
and many suppose, when they have them in
great abundance that they bave all that is
needed to make them haﬁpy. They are striv-
ing continnally, and with all their mights for
that which does not add one particle to their
happiness, though it may add to their comfort, |
and perhaps to the length of their lives, if
they do not kill themselves in their eagerness
to grasp the gilded butterfly. But those things
have nothing to do with the spirit, feeling,
consolation, light, glory, peace and joy that
pertain to heaven and heavenly things, which
are the food of the ever living spirit within
us.

Hundreds and thousands of the Latter Day
Saints, while passing through "persecutions,
have gone to their graves for want of a little
medicine, or that kind of nourishment most

Almighty upon them. Those whe are still and
are good children will receive the rich bless-
ing of their Father and God. Be still, and lat

your faith rest on the Lord Almighty. He is
at the helm; He is in the midst of this people,
and guides the ship Zion. Be good t:Eil en

until our Father has taught us our present
lesson, and be ready to answer every call, to
render obedience to every requirement, and .
have compassion upon each other. But if yon
should happen fo see John or Luey climb up
into a chair in prayer time, and yet have no
evil design in go doing, let charig cover that
impropriety. Do not tell Father that John was
a naughty boy. Do not be so full of religion
as to look upon every little over tact that
others may c#mit asg being the unpardonable
sin that will place them beyond the reach of
redemption and the favors of our God.

Some come to me saying, “O, brother Brig-
ham, it does seem that all the people are going
to the devil,” 1 can foretell a few things.
Those who are good children, and bekave
themselves until prayer time is over, will by
and by sit down to supper and have a joyful
season, Some may say, ‘I fear there will be
but few left to eat supper, there are so many

oing astray.”” Be patient, there are more
than seven thousand in this eity who have not
bowed the knee to Baal, without numbering
those of other cities who are ready and
anxious to do right, and none of them will be
lost. “But some are stealing.” Can you at
present prevent it? ‘“No, but do you not think
that it ought to be stopped?” Yes, if we had the

ower, but we have not now the power. If I

ad the power; I would send every thief to his
long home. I will promise thieves, drunkards,
and other offenders against good order, morali-

'ty and the well-being of society, that if I can

learn of their committing such sins I will cut
them off from the church. I will not knowing-
ly fellowship thieves, liars and drunkards, nor
any abominable character, But can I pre-
vent men from committing those erimes? No,
neither can vou, Could the Lord?! Yes, if he
wished to. He could lead them to some of onr
large streams, cause them to think that they
could eross over dryshod, and then drown
them as he did the Egyptians; but he does not
feel to do so,

I do know that some people are wanting in
understanding when they charge others with

proper in their condition. They could not ob- |
tain such things, their strength graduallylgave

sin, which they do not suppose to be sin.
They have been diffarently edueated, and con-



