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tried in hisbis feelings and proven to the ut
tentermost to see if he loves the truth
snoremore than he loves himself or the world
and I1 believe that it will be most difficult
for any man to stand firm in the gospel
who is not thus put to the test my
ptprayerayer has been constantly not that I1
nughmightt be rsparedpare d trials but that I1 might
have wisdom and judgment patience
and endurance given unto me to bear
the trials that I1 might be called to tass
through while I1 cannot say truthfully
that I1 have been tried in my faith in the
gospel of christ yet I1 can say truth
fully that I1 have been tried in many
ways my patience hasbas been tried my
love has been tried my integrity has
been tried but my faith in the gospel
in the divine mission of the prophet
joseph smith in the organization of the
church of christ in these latter days
has never yet been sorely tried I1 have
never expertexperiencedencee anything calculated
to try my faithfai th seriously in regard to
these matters for I1 have grown up I1
bebelievefieve in them I1 have been taught
from my childhood that mormonism
was true that joseph was a prophet
that brigham young was hisbis lawful suesuc
cessorceasor that john taylor was the lawill
successorsuccessdr of president young and that
president woodruff is the lawful suc-
cessor of john taylor in the presidency
of the church of jesus christ of latter
day saints and what intelligence I1 pos-
sess convinces me that these things are
not only essential but that they are true
so that however much men may have
tried me or however much I1 may have
been tried by circumstances in which I1
have been placed whereinrein my love for my
brethren and my integrity to them has
been tested I1mkhaveave never yet had a
doubt cross my mind that mormonism
was true or anat the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints was properly
organized and recognized of god
these things seem to have been made
clear to my understandingdundei standing and they
have been engrafted into my heart until
my whole being is saturated with them
I1 know that god will no more leave his
work unto another people and that it
shall continue until his purposes shall
be completed in the earth

this bringsbrings me to a thought awakened
ipin my mind by a letter whichaich I1 received
yesterday complaining of me because I1
occupied the position that I1 hold in the
presidency of the church not simply
because I1 occupied that position but
the writer found fault with the exexistencea

m

of the first presidencyclency of the church
and claimed that it should not exist
that th re never hadbad been a successor
appointedd to the prophet joseph smith
and that therefore my presence in that
quorum was a wrong to him and to the
whole church now I1 wish to read a
few words from the book of doctrine
and covenants the lord in a revela-
tion says

there are in the church two Priest hoods
namely the MelchiMelch sedekbedek and in-
cluding hieatie priesthood

why the first is called the Melchi sedek
priesthood is because Melchi sedek was such a
great high priest

before his day it was called the holy priest-
hood after the order of the son of godgdbut out of resrespectact or reverence to the name
oiof the supreme izingbeing to avoid the too frequent
repetition of his name they the church in
ancient days called that priesthood after
Melchi sedek or the Melchi sedek priesthood

allali other authorities or offices in the church
arean appendages to this priesthood

but there aream two divisions or grand heads

one is the Melchi sedek priesthood and the
other is the or priesthood

the office of an elder comes under the
priesthood of Melchi sedek

the Melchi sedek priesthood holds the right
of presidency and has power and authority
over all the offices in the church in all ages of
the world to administer in spiritual things
sec avii 181 8

the lord further says
of necessity there are presidentsor presiding

offices growing out of or appointed of or from
among those who are ordained to the several
offices in these two Priesthoods

of the Melchi sedek priesthood three pre-
siding high priests chosen by the body ap-
pointed and ordained to that office and upheld
by the confidence faith and prayer of the
church from a quorum of the presidency of
the church sec 32122

this is the law and do what we will
we cannot set it aside nor can we adopt
any other plan or methodmethod and still be in
harmony with the glorious and perfect
order of this holy priesthood which
god has revealed ffromrom the heavens in
the dispensation of the fullness of times

the lord continues
the welve traveling counselors are called

to be the twelve apostles or special witnesses
of the name of christ in all the world thus
differing from other officers in the church in
the duties of their calling

and they form a quorum equal in authority
and power to the three presidents previously
mentioned seesec avil 3323 3424

let me call yourur attention to this
principle the cordlord has not established
in the church two heads two presiding
quorums to run parallel with each otherothe
he has established an order in this
priesthood which is absolutely indes-
tructibletruc tible so long as there is a single man
holding this priesthood and exercising
the rights and functions thereof in
righteousness the meaning of this
passage is simply this when from
death or any cause there is no first
presidency then the authority of presi-
dencydt ncy rests upon the I1welvetwelve apostles
it does not mean that their authority isis
equal to the authority of the first
dency while there is a first presidency
such would breed confusion and dis
order there could be no presidency
under circumstances of this kind

therefore the equality of the
authority of the twelve apostles with
that oiof the first presidency manilmanifestsests
itself when they are called to exercise
that authority in the absence of the first
presidency yet it has been contended
so we have been credibly informed that
it was wrong to organize the first pj i
dency aherafter the death of the prophet
joseph thathat the twelve apostles should
navehave been the presiding council of the
church and that e should have betbeenn
an executive committee appointed out
of the twelve to conduct the affairsaffair of
the church I1 suppose it is upon this
idea that this brother whom I1 have
known from childhood claims he is in-
juredchurchred and wronged and that the whole
church is wronged because of the
existence of the first presidency which
nevertheless must exist in order to
complete the pattern which god has
giheigivenI1 for the guidance and government
of his church

this revelation goes on

the seventy are also called to preach the
gospel and to be especial witnesses unto the
gentiles and in all the world thus differing
from other offices in the church in the duties of
their calling

and they form a quorum equal in authority

to that of the twelve special witnesses orof
apostles just named sec avii 2526

would anybody think for a moment of
contending that because the lawau hority
of the first presidency the authority of
the twelve apostles and the authority
of the seventy was equal therefore there
was a triple headed presidency of the
church and that it was necessnecessary that
all three of these councils ofcf theaixpriest-
hood should exercise in equal power
and authority the presidency at one and
the same time why that would be
nonsense and would absolutely destroy
the principle of government it would
be only in case otof the destruction of the
presidency of the church and of the
twelve apostles that the seventy could
come forth and exercise authority equal
with that of the twelve in the absence
of the first presidency and of the futfirst
presidency when the church is fully or-
ganizedgani zed

and every decision made by either of these
quorumsqu must be by the unanimous voice ofrf
the same that is every member in each
must be agreed to its decisions in order to mawmake
their decisions of the same power or validity
one with the other

A majority may form a quorum when dlch
cum stances render it impossible to be other-
wise

unless this is the case their decisions aream ootnot
eentitled to the same blessings which the do-e de-e de-
cisionsci of a quorum of three presidents vrem
anciently who were ordained after the order rfot
Melchi sedek and were righteous and holy
men sec cvik 27293727 29

what does this mean simply this
when the decision of three presidents 6

who are called to the presiding popositionposidiositio
in the church is a united decision each
president agree ng with the other itft tois
valid and equal to any decision that
was ever rendered by any presiding att
dhority in the church of god it meantmean
that in the absence of the first presi-
dencydencycy and the twelve apostles being
called upon to exercise the functionsfunctionsotOL

presidency in the church a decision oiloa
their part must be a unanimous decidecisionsiou
to make it equal with a decision of the
three presidents of the church it tar
ther means that in the event of the nottno
existence of the first presidency andadd
the twelve then the seventy b
called upon to exercise the presidingdiM
functionfunctions a decision rendered by them
must be a unanimous decision in order
to make it equal with a decision oiof itthe
twelve or otof the first presidency
cannot mean anything else it cannot
mean that when the first presidencydeacY
render a decision on which they am
agreed the twelve apostles can rise up
and render another decision on whim
they are united and their decision be
equalual with that of the first pre
thatrat would result in confusion widod
would be destructive of the orgorganization
of the church nor can the seventies
rise up while the presidency and twelve
live and render a decision which wouldwoold
be equale ual before the church with that orof
the birstfirst presidency or with that of
the twelve in case they were presiding

the lord further says

the decisions of these quorumsqu or either of
them are to be made in all righteousness ban
holiness and lowliness oiof heart meekness andland
long suffering and in faith and virtue and
knowledge temperance patience godlinea
brotherly kindness and charity

because the promise is if these things abound
in them they shall not be unfruitful in theth
knowledge of the lord

and in case that any decision of these quo
rumarums is made in unrighteousness it may bar
brought before a genewgeneral assembly of the sefw


