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AMERY COUNTY

CASTLE DALE emery county
utah jan 3rdard 1892

hon arthur L thomas governor of
utah salt lake city baabutah

dear sir in answer to your favor of
december 1891 will say in regard to
the assessment of gropropertyperty I1 refer to
the latter part of section 2027 in regard
to the board of equalization increasing or
decreasing the valuation of property in
naymy opinion the board should have powerower
to add to or take from the number of
stock assessed as well as to increase or
decrease the value

there might also be a cost fixed on all
delinquent taxed or taxes that are not
paid on the of october

respectfully
J D KILPACK

assessor and collector emery county

KANE COUNTY

first 1 am of the opinion that county
courts should have the power to levy a
higher tax a five 5 mills is not suf-
ficient for poor counties like kane coun
ty

second section 2023 last session laws
gives the assessor too much power asai he
could ruin a taxpayer by his taxpayer
neglect to return the blank properly
filled out and within the statutory time
though some penalty should be attached
to hil neglect

third in my opinion the assessor and
his deputies should have the power to
round up and count horses mules cattle
and sheep when he hasbai good reasons to
believe that the owner or agent in charge
has not given to the assessor a fair assess-
ment anddifif he should find restockmomore stock
than was reported tax the cost of the
roundupround up to the owner and have his tax
raised I1 have understood that the as

sensorassor of arizona has the power to round
up and count in my experience of
three years I1 findand stock men are disposed
to evade a fair tax

footh I1 find in counties like ours
that border on arizona that taxpayers
first state to the utah assessor that their
stock ranges in arizona and then state to
the arizona assessor that their stock is in
utah all the same these taxpayers re-
side in utah and all of their interests are
in our territory if some kind of legis-
lation could be had that would stop that
kind of wiggling it would help counties
like ouisours very materially respectfully
submitted H 8 CUTLER

assessor kane county utah
BOX ELDER COUNTY

BRIGHAM CITY utah dec 24 1891

hon arthur L thorna governor of
utah

dear sir replying to yours of0 the
dinstinatwillwill say that it isenuch easier tofoo find
a fault than to buggesuggest4 a remedy in this
county we find collecting taxes on tran

herds attended with much diffi-
culty on account of the vast area of thinly
settled country which renders securing
payment almost impossible and so far as
we are concerned I1 think that all assess-
ments on this class of property should be
returned for collection to the county juia
chichi he owner resides and the taxes
divided as now provided for I1 am of the
opinion that arbitrary assessments
should be subject to equalization just as
others are the burden of collecting sta
ti stiesa should I1 think be removed from
the assessors as the people will hardly
believe that the required data will not in
some way affect their taxes hence they
give it grudgingly and in ganv in-
stances I1 believe incorrectly this isin
about all I1 have to oneroffer

trusting that I1 have bomcompliedplied with
your wishes I1 am most respectfullyfully
yours D P BURT

assessor box elder county

suggestions from school
ten dents

SALT LAKE CITY UTAH
january 2ndand 1892

hon k LTbomas governor of utah
dear sirsin I1 regret that continued

indisposition hasbaa prevented an earlier
response to your favor of several days
since asking for suggestions forfir
amendments to the school law

I1 earnestly believe that the welfare
of the schools demands that the territ-
orial commissioner devote all his
time to the work of the schools there
should be associated withith him two
other persons in indiana and some
other states these persons are the city
superintendents of the largest cities to
constitute an ed
whose duty it should be to establish a
uniform system of graduation for all
the county schools to prepare exami-
nation questions for the certificating of
all teachers iuin the territory and in
general to promote the interests of the
common schools

article II11 section 18 which pro-
vides for the salary f the county su-
perintendentperin needs changing to make
the salary of the superintendent large
enough to induce competent men to
t ke the office an annual salary is
much better than a per diem

the maximum amount allowed each
county for the expenses of its county
instituteIs lamentably insufficient

the subject of examinations and
certificates should as suggested above
be placed in the handsbands of a comingscommis-
sion and not left to the control of the
county superintendents and their as-
sociatessosociates no other method I1 believe
will result in rescuing the schools from
wethe evils of incompetent instruction
which in many parts of the territory
is18 preventingventingre good work

the artieleearticartieleI X relating to text books
needs amendment in my opinion
cities of the class contemplated in arti-
cle XV should form a classclaas by them-
selves for the selection of school books
and such cities should have a uniform
series just asaa the books selectedceleo ted for the
counties outside of those cities should
be uniform A book that would be
well adapted to the use of schools in
saltbait lake ogdenoden or provo for exam-
ple would likely not be at all suited to
the needs schools of iron or mil-
lard counties

if however this plan of permitting
cities to choose their text books inde-
pendently shoula not meet your ap-
proval at any rate the tomcompositionposition of
the text book commissionconj mission should be
changed to include the superintend-
ents of the city schools it certainly
tois not right that the cities have no
voice whatever in the selection of books
to be used in their own schools

under the law as it now stands the
county superintendent Is vested
witwithh authority to make estimate of
school funds needed to maintain
schools in cities but those citiesales have
nodo voice in his election this should be
corrected so that the city board may
make its own estimates

section XVI relating to compulsory
attendance should provi ie for a truant
officer whose duty it should be to look
after the enforcement of this provision
of the law

there are other features of the law
that should receive amendment minor
faulfaultsle anc ceier of statement etc

but your attention has doubtless been
called to these already

very et fully
J F millspaugh

SALT LAKE CITY utah
december 26 18

governor arthur L thomas bait
lake city utah

sirbir in compliance with your re
quest we herewith suggest some
amendamendmentsments that in our opinion should
be made to the public school law

the territorial school COMMiSSiOcommissioner
should be given power to revoke for
immoral and unprofessional conduct
first grade certificates granted by himan instance is on record in this conn
ty where the holder of a firstn ret gradegrad
certificate is guilty of disgraceful coscoa
duct and there is bothinothingng in the school
law that empowers the commissioner
to revoke hisbis certificate

it should be made the duty of school
bofflofficersders to attendattendeethe meetings provided
furfor in sec 13 and present the district 1

records for the inspection of the coubouan
ty superintendent they should bt
required to furnish vouchers for al
amounts expended so that their booboodt
could be properly audited and thedr
accuracy insured

section 17 requires the county u
penn to report to the cammi
lioner of schools on or before the flfiegi
day of august in each year beetle
49 says the school board shall cause ttl

cansue of the district to be taken h
tween the fifteenth and last daysadayr
july this work is often put oftoff ttlthe last daysday and then the reports aarfel
not forwarded promptly it tois la1

possible therefore for the county su
erin to get his reports to ttk
commissioner ready before the fifteen
of angust at the earliest

section 18 should be amended to alyal y
low the county court olof each councounty
to fix the salary of the county superior

in some counties the superau
in could devote the whole oft
hishie time with profit to the schools t
the salary paid would justify him inj
doing it

section 19 makes the county susupers
in responsible for the compcompecorn e
bation of his deputy if section 18 nril
maiusmains as it is the superintendent
should draw pay fr the work done by
his deputy

the amount mentioned in sisection
20 to pay the expenses of the county
institute should be increased to 0one
hundred dollars teachers often d I1j
to have a course of lectures delivererdell vlerew

on some subject by a professional
whose services must be paid for Aaffet
deducting bills for printing janitojanit fc
work etc but little of the fifty dolidollar
is left totb pay for these services whowhen
the teachers of any county hold regularregu
meetings once or twice each mon
dduringu ring the school year this ashouldd b
equivalentequi to the institute spoken of
section 20 and the amount aiallowed1owed by
such section should be made avail abt
to pay the expenses of these institu
meetings

the school law choulatshould require t
school board of each district to pro
suitable library cases and to empeielpe
each year a certain part say one p
cent of the bounty funds received by
such district in purchasing suitssuitable
books for a school library in ahn
way a library would be established 1

every school in the country districts


