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EMERY COUNTY.

CasTLE DaLE, Emery County,
Utab, Jan 3rd. 1562,
Hon, Arthur L. Thomas, Governor of
Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah:

Dear Sir:—In answer to your favor of
December 18th, 1891, will say in regard to
the assessment of property. 1 refer to
the latter part of Section 2027, in regard
to the board of Equalization increasing or
decreasing the valuation of property. In
my opinion the board should have power
to add to or take from the number of
atock assessed, as well as to Increase or
decrease the value.

There might also be a cost fixed on all
delinguent taxes or taxes that are not
paid on the 3lst of October.

Respoctfully,
J. D, KILPACK,
Asgessor aud Collector, Emery County.

KANF COUNTY,

First—I am of the opinion that county
conrts should bave the power to levy a
bigher tax, s« five (5) milla i3 pot suf-
ficient for poor counties like Kape coun-
ty. .

Second—Section 2023, Iast sossion laws,
gives the assessor too mnch power, 9 be
could ruin & taxpayer by his *taxpayer’’
negloect to return the blank properly
filied out and withiu the stawntory time,
though some penaliy should be attached
to hig neglect.

Third—In my opinion the assessor and
his deputies shonld have the powerto
round up and count horses, mules, cattle
and sheop when be hay good reasons to
belivve that ths owner or agent in charge
has not given to the asseasora fair asess-
ment, and if he sbhould find more stock
than was reported tax the cost of the
round-up to the owner and bave his tax
raised. I have understoed that the as-
sossor of Arizona bas the power to round
up and dount. In my experience of
three years I find stogkmen are disposed
to evade a [air tax.

Fouith—I find in counties like ours
that border on Arizona that taxpayera
Arat state to the Utah assessor that their
stock ranges in Arizona.and then state to
the Arizona assessor that their stook is in
Urah., All the sume, theso taxpayers re-
aide in Utah and all of their in‘erests are
in our Territory. If some kind of legis-
latlon conld be had that wouid stop that
kind of wiggling it would help connues
like outs very materially. Reapectfully
submaitted. H, 8, CUTLER,

Ansegasor Kane County, Utah.

BOX KELDER COUNTY.
Briaaam Ciry, Utab, Dec. 24, 1891,

Hon. Arthur L. Thomas, Governor of
Utah:

Dear Sir—Replying to yours of the 18th
{nat.,will say that it is much easier fo tind
a tauit than to sugpe~t a remedy. Iu ihis
county we find ecollecting taxes on tran-
pitory berds attended with much ditfi-
cul:v on account of the vast area of thinly
sotiled country, which renders aecuring
payment aimost impossible; and 8o far as
we ara concerned, I think that all nssess-
ments on this class of property ghould be
returned for collection to the county in
which 1the owner resides, and the taxes
divided as now provided for. I am of the
opinion that arbitrary uassessiments
ahould be su"b‘_Lecb to egalization just as
others are. The burden of eollecting sta-

-tisties should, I think, be , removed from
the assessors, as the people will hardly
believe Lhat the required data will not in
some way affect thoir taxes. hence thoy
give it prudgingly, and in manv in-
atances, I believe, Incorrectly. This is
about all I have to offer,

Trosting that 1 have esomplied with
your wishes, I am most respetfully
yOOre, D. P. BurrT,

Asscasor Box Elder County.

THE DESERET WEEKI.V.

Suggeastions From Schoo! Superin-
tendants.

8aLT Laxe City, UraH,
January 2pd, 1892,

Hon. A. L Thomas, QGovernor of Utah:

Dear 8ir:—I regret that continued
indisposition has preventsd an earlier
regponse to your iavor of several days
since, asking for suggestione for
amendmenta to the school law.

I earpestly believe that the welfare
of the schools demands that the Terri-
torial Commissioner devote all his
tiine to the work of the schools. There
should be associated with him two
other persons (In Indiana and some
other States these persons are the city
superintendents of the largest ¢ities) to
conetitute an Educational Commiesion,
whose duty it should be to eatablish a
uniform rystem of graduation for all
the county schools, to prepare exami-
nation questions for the certificating of
all teachere in the Territory, and in
general to promote the inferests of the
commen achools,

Acrticte [I. Section I8, which pro-
vides for the eralary «f the Counly Bu-
perintendent needs changing to make
the salary of the superintendent large
enough to iuduce competent men to
t ke the office. An annual salary is
much better than a per diem.

The maximum amount allowed each
county for the expenses of its County
Ipsiitute is lamentably insufficient

The subject of examinatlons and
certificates should, as suggested above,
be placed in the hands of a commis-
gion, and not left to the control of the
County Superintendents and their as-
soolates. No other method, [ believe,
will result in rescuing the schools from
the evils of incompetent instruction,
which in tnany parts of the Territory
is preventing goud work,

The artiele{1X ) relating to text books
peeds amendmnent. In my obviolen
cities of the class contem plated in arti-
cle XV should form a ¢lasg by them-
selves for the selection of achool books;
and such cities should have a uniform
series, just as the books welected forthe
countles, outside of tliose citiesshould
be uniform. A book that would be
well adapted to the use of sobools in
Salt Liake, Osden, or Provo, for exam-
ple, would likely not be at all suited to
the needs ofithe :chools of 1ron ar Mil-
lard counties.

If, however, this plan of permitting
gities to choore their text ll::cmksl inde-
pendently shoull not meet your ap-
proval, at any rate the tomposition of
the text book commission should be
changed to inciude the superiutend-
ents of the gity achools. It certainty
in not right that the eities have no
voice whatever in the selection of books
to be-used in thelr own schools.

Under the law as it now slands the
county superintendent 18  vested
with authority to make estimate of
gschocl funde needed §o maintain
schools in oities, but those cfties have
no voice in hiselection. Thisebhould be
corrected so that the city board may
make its own estimates.

Bection X VI, relating to com pulsory
attendance should provi:e for a truant
officer, whose dufy it should be to look
after the enforcement of this provision
of the law,

There are other features of the law
that should receive amendtinent, minor
faults, inc meieineeles of atatement,ete.}

— ——

but yourattention has doubtlers been
called tothese already.
Yery sespectiully,
J. F. MILLSPAUGH.

Bant Laxke Crry, Utah,
c December 268, 189].

Governor Arthur L. Thomas, Salt
Liake City, Utah:

Biri—In compliunce with your re-
quest we herewith sugprest soms
amendments thatin ouropinion Qﬂuld
be made to the public school Jaw,™ °

The Territorial schoel Gommissioner
ghould be given power totevoke for
jmmoral ant unprofessional condugt
first grade certificates granted by him.
An instance is on record in this conn-
ty where the bolder of a first grade
certificate is guilty of disgraceful cor.
dugt, and there is nothing in theschoeol
law that empowers the commissioner
to revoke his certificate.

1t should be made the duty of school
offidera to attend,the meetings provided
fur in Bec. 13, and present the district
records for the inspection of the coun-
ty superintendent, They should be
required to furnish vouchers for al
amounis expended so thut their books
could be properly audited and their
agouracy inanred,

Section 17 requires the county gy-
petintendent to report to the commia-
sioner of schools on or before the firat
day of August in each year. Bection
49 gays the school board shall cauge the
rensus of the dislrict to be taken be-
tween the fifteenth and last days of
July. Thile work is often put off till
the laat day, and then the reporis are
not forwarded promptly. It is im.
possible, therefore, for the county agp-
erintendent to get his reports to the
commissioner ready before the fifteenth
ot Atgust atthe earliest.

Hection 18 should be amended to a)-
low the gounty court ot each county
to fix the aalary of the county superin-
tendent. In some counties the super-
intendent could devote the whoie of
histime with profit to the schools, If
thesalary paid would justify bim jn
doing it:

Bection 19 makes the county super-
intendent responsible for the compen-
sation of his deputy. 1Ifsection 18 re-
mains as it 1s, the superintendent
should draw pay (or the work done by
his deputy.

The amount mentioned in Begtion
20 to pay the expenses of thé county
institute, should be increased to one
hundred dollara. Teachers often desire
to have a course of lectures delivered
on some subject by a professional
whose services must be paid for. A fler
dedacting bills for printing, janitor
work, ete., but little of the fifty doliars,
is left to pay for these services. When
the teachers of any county hold regular
meetings once or twice each month
during the schoo) year, this should be
eguivalent to the institute spoken of in
Section 20, and the amount allowed hy
sach section should be made available
to pay the expenses of these Institute
meotings. 1

The school law should require the.
school board of each district to provide,
suitable library cases and to expend
each year a certain part. say one per
cent., of the connty funds received by
auch  district in purchasing suitable
books for a school library., In this
way a library would be establiehed f{n
every achool in the country distrigts.



