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Cobristmas time! Tbe mortal whe
can vreel ite coming with apathetie
indiflerence must be inueed a misan-
tbrope. INNo other lestival in ali tbe
yesr suggests such memories. Uader
its gled ipfiuence the manm of the
world throwse aside hjs carea and in
the brief but bappy Christmas eemson
regarda his feilow belpges in a more
fraternal menner, opening wup hie
beart and puree siringe in this perlod
ol “"peace on eartbh, guod will toward
men,” perhaps with a »sigh of regrel
that thi rordid world of ours is mo in-
difterent to human suflering in Bl) the
otber three bundred and sixty-four
days of the fasi-expiring year, To tbe
boylsh heart of youtb, ia an especial
degree, it 18 Indeed a glorious time,
before whoee effulgence even \be patri-
ollc Fourth .peles into tneslgnificance,

the sltfactlons of tbe time-
bonored **Christmas box,’’ and the
inevitable Cbristmas coenfections

ususlly proviog of au more maguoetic
and aliuring charrofer than the pyro-
tecbnioc dieplay of youthlul patrjotism.
Tothe aversge map, however, it comes
arrayed ino tears and smiles. There are
some smonget us to wbom, no doubt,
it serves as i reminder of advancing
years, perbaps of atraigbhtened circom.
slances, of leasts bestoweu om boliow
friends and of the cold looks thal now
greet them In adversity and misfor-
tune, Tosuch we would say, never
beed such dismul reminiscence:! Do
not select the merriest sesson of the
year for doletul recollectione. [asbh
aelde the gatherivg tears. Dwell not
upon wemories ol the vucant ¢hairs o1
departed dear onee who once contirl-
Luted towasrds makiog Cbristmas »
ountinued found of mirth and happ)-
nes:! Refleot upon your nfeeent bless-
Ingr, of which overy man bas: som:!
There are few amoug us Who have nol
felt the pressure ot gloomy care. To
tbe general run ol men, life Is nota
bed of roser, There is thefefors all the
mote reason {of se.zing this auspicions
period when "Merry Cbrietmas’’ and
*H:ppy New Yoea1'?ls on every lip.
Curistian bumanity all the world
over bails the genial eenson, and we
welcome It all the mure beartily wheu
we consider that 1t is pre-emlinently
the festival of the poor and lowly, on
whom the Great Nuzarene assures ue
lo such touching terms that He has
cowpsesion and for whom He loogs to
break *the bhresd of coneolution.’ Hve
to the tboughtless the paesage of out
annual Jaod mark bes in It sewethivg
prculiarly svlemn, Not alone with
the entry ol B new Year into whui
shakespenre styles **the Htiul dawo?’ of
our Jives, are we reminded Lhit we nre
tspy an anntal march® brought nearer
to our Anal bome: but maoy of us afe
wiso brougzlit Jo recollect with remorse.
ful psngs ovncerning frittered lime
und wuaeted opportunitiee, To these
regrotiul  twingee, Wwe{ probaebly
owe the nuber of good
. resolutious anpualiy offered up
st the tbreshold of the infant year, On

tbese occasious we may be sald (o
measure out the praduaily wanine
sarde in our emptyloyg hour-glass, ano
a8 we painfully onote the lessening di=-
{ance between us and ihe tomb, We
naturally make some mental pledges
rega’ming what ie known aes “bracing
up.?

About tbe first of January, therefore,
we may trace a |/lttle uneariness umong
the genersl run of our [riepde auu
acqualutances. It is mot at all uuusua)
on these ocoasions to be buttonhboled
by some new convert to the teacbings
of tbe late J. B. Gongh, who in a burst
of confidence will inform you that the
seloon keeper will no longer thrive and
grow fat at his expenee, Leaving thie
iemperance orator in ali the glory of o
newly acquired virtue, you wili in ail
likelibood be accosied by the iobacco
victim, who informe You that for the

apace of an sooual trlp arouud
the run, the Boolning wesu Wwili
koow  him no more. Next
comes the o¢lgarelte patient, who

by the way, ;s in 8 far worse condition
than the honest totacco victim, After
listening tu his tale of woe, in which
“Duke’s Cameo, Vauity Falr’* sod
other hrands ot the noxious stufl are
coneigoed to hedes for the spmce ol
a twelvemontb, you proceed onward,
and if you mre a pbilapthropist you
will probuebly sigh to think of the suat.
tered resolutiove and promises of re-
torm mede in all confidence apd good
faith.

Now, see theze resolutions, though,
alae, In too many instances they do
not stand the stern test of time, ye!
bear testimony to tbhe inberenl gooud
that uwells within the bamsan beart.
It is owing in a great measure to the
moral cowardice and sbrinksge from
privation that characterize so many of
ue, thet we iail in our efloits to acquire
a higher lite. Aluvng tbe pathway ol
auflerivg can we aione bope to acbleve
trivmph. Few among us wiil will per.
celve the hero in the man who, know-
ing bie teilloy, one which bes time
and agaiu blighted his oareer with the
shadow of disgrace, will not ab-
staln from; the intoxlcating ocouree
which with Clreean magio is low-
ering hils better fuatincts Lo that of the
gloveling swine, whiie it burries him
mauly forward to Jegradation snd
death. Agsaln we fall because we are
rolfish in our alme pou tutally indifter-
ent lotbe wanisand reellngs of vikers.
We gsbut ourseives off from humau
sympalbhy by erecting a raempart of in-
uifterence (o the aspirations of our
kind.

Let ue tben improve the oppor-
tunities wbioh Lime hag given us. A
verly i teresting poem informs us thar,
f'while the devil fisher for men with
the bait of each mau’s papsion, he Leer
vnly the naked hook in catchiug the
ivier.” We ehouia put forth our best
endeavors ¢ agquile s tuitable eduoe-
tion, not necessarily a collegsate stand-
ard, but one that will At usjorthe
duties of good oitlz-ne. This is one
resolution we shouid muake and keep it.

In this respect mucb osn be
done hy the individual him-
pell, 1 he be in, earuesl.

Tne career of men Iike Lingoin and
wany olbers remlods us that 'fthe

fault lies not in our siars, but in our-
gelves, that we are underlings.”* Bat
ubove all and beyond all we see danger
in that so-called krowledge which ae-
serts tbat Gtnis fleetiug, perishable
world overshadowe in elernal oblivion
man’s spiritual oravings,. Wlith all the
earuestness of our very nature we
would say,buiid on religlon and never
heed thore who would bank slone
on “soivnce.’”’ We feel assured If we
foitlly ourrelves with this conviction,
that all of our good resolutions made
will not be in vain, for they will then
be based on Immortal truth.,

Stapding st the gateway of (be open~
ing year we deaire to wish vur new
Btate of Utab and ber worthy people,
as weil as our great nation, s happy
new year, and ¢lose with tbhe hope that
we may meet at ite finlsb strength-
ened by a yesr’s record of mutusl
helptuluess and good will,

JNo. M. DUNNING.

SEVIER STAKE CONFERENCE.

Tbe quarterly ocoulersnce of the
Bevier Btake of Zion was held In
Richfield, Baturday and Bunday lhe
23rd apd 24tk of November., There
were present the Biske presidency,
members of the High Couucll, several
Bishops and otber lending Hlders
from the various parts of the Stake,

Aller the usual vpenlug exerclace 0D
Saturday morning, Counsetor Joseph
3. Horne, of the Blake presjdency,
made a (avorsble report ol the condi=
tion of the Stake, after wbich Elders
Morten Jengen, George A. Hatch and
Bishops Jene J. Jeneen and Joseph W,
Fairbanks addressed the congregatlon,
reminding the Balols of tne purpose
for which we have come here, and the
necessily of being faltbiul and ener-
yetio relating to Jur duties as Laiter-
day Bainte.

Tbe meeting luthealtersoon was ads
dressed firet by Eilder P, C. Petersop,
who had recenily relurned froin a
mission to Denmaerk, He spoke of the
gondition ef the people among whom
be huid been laboriug, sayiog it was
bard to convince them of the Gospel
trutbs, Eluers V., E. Bean and H. O,
Mugleby apoke of the gifls and biless-
inge pertalning to the Gospel, and
testified that the gift of bealing,
a8 well as olher blerslogs enjoyed
by tbe Balots In former daye, are en-
joyed by tbhe Latlter-day Saints when
ibey live for them, and wbele they are
not enjoy ed to the fullest extent the fault
ia pot wiih the Liord or the Priesthoou,
but can be aitributed only Lo 8 lacE of
faith.

After the opening exercistpov Buc-
dsy morning Palrlarech Geo. W. Bean
spuke to the people, relating his exper!-
vnces While tfaveling in many ol the
engtern etater oo a genealogical tour
tue last three monthe, He said thal
Utah ie & blessed land compared with
many of (he esstern couotries,
Patriarch Chag* N, Bmith any Coun-
selor Wm. H. Clarg, ot the Stake
presidency, aiso add ressed the Baints
speaking of the purpose the Lord hauy
in view 1o brioging His people to Lhese
valleys aud the duty we owe lo the
Liord and each other,

The afternoon services were ppened
wiih the usual exercieer, afler whioch
the Bacrament was adminislered, aud
tbe weneral aud Biake authoritirs of
the Churoh was precented by Elder




