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meady money on band, dollar for dol-
lar, than the payee! While the coln
was cbanging bapds from ruler to
ruler one way, it was coming back
Trom people to people the other way.
Thie took but n few years, and then
begano practical preparations en the
most comprebencive ncals ever design:
ed for a military system whbose coat
has been almost inconceivable. This
embraeced not only the rebabilitation
of the artny and pavy but the adoption
of n far-reachjng syatem of frontier de-
fenses on & plan entirely new to mili-
tary science, and this is supposed to be
arnearly perfect as it is possible for
such work to be. France bay apent
upob ber army alone within the
time bDamed the coleseal sum of
elghteen hundred wmilllon dollars?
The amount absorbed by the npavy is
not given, hut must be nearly as much
more, and the cost of the outposts and
unnamed {tems in conpection with the
entire defensive eatabllshment would
doubtless require mamny figures (o
represent it. Thir s ‘‘armed peacel’?
—the penalty whiob (Germany bas
imipised wpon almost the whole of
Europe.

Ever since the Jeclaration of prace
between thewe feudal enemies, France
har one way and anothsr been prepar-
lng herrelf anif for othere and showing
that never again will she be found in
a struggle in such = wshameful
ptate of preparatiop—or Jack of lt--zs
when Louls Napoleon declared war in
1870. 1t ie not overatating the case Lo
#ay that ehe Js now better equipped for
war than at any time during tbe cen-
tury. Mo also i» Germany, and Aus-
trin, and italy; so nlso would be Rue-
#1a but forthe distressing famine which
hos not yet let go fts hold upon the
peasantiry. [t ajl ieads us to conclude
tbat the doge of war bave not been
unleashed on reveral occazions becnuse
of the retarding effeot whioch a con-
templati i of the awful destruoction
that would ensue has bad upon those
who sit in authorlty.

A NEEDED REFORM.

There are two public holidays whioh
we have permitied to become daye of
merry-making, of pleasure, and in too
many cases of indulgence, when if we
would but stop to investizgate their
character, commencing with tbelr
origin, we would at once see how ut-
terly Inappropriate if not irreverent
it all is, These days Rre Christmas
and Dacoration day. They are pre.
sumably‘taken from the ocommon cal-
endar and given a meparate and dls.
tinot slation because Ccommemorative
of rpored nnd sotrowful events rather
than thoere which incite {n sensucus
indulgence or frivoleus  obrerv-
ance. Opge v the reminder of an
Immaculate Birth, the other a me-
mento mori keeping before our mental
vigion the forms tbat went down In
the awful whirlpool of war by means of
which a pation was bound together
more firmly thau bLefore. Are these
fitting occastons for mirth, wassall and
roystering?

Thelate George William Curtie, who

made the “Xasy Cbair? of Har.
per’s Magazine famoue throughout
two continents, closed his career
in that department with a

to the occasion. The language is alm-
ply s plea for Christmar, which Mr.
Curtis bellev+s i8 becoming » eham
festival. The tendency nowadays is to
make the boliday *'a vast and osteata-
tious expense, s Javish display, & toil-
some a0d exhaustive e deavor to give
gomething to all your acquaintance, a
wearlsome anticipation and s paintul
suspiclon that somebydy has been
omitted,??

It tzobeerved that a good many peo-
pla are of thia way of thiuking, bat
have npnt permitied their thougbts to
be put Into words or actions to make
the altustion different tn what it is. As
ons writer has it—“The valgarity with
whieh some construe tbe cuat-ms znd
traditions of theday is only to be meas-
ured—as they themselves would
have it measured—by the eize of the
Jdismonds, the cost of the seulskine
used tn performing the gorguous rite.”?
A good t(ime to begin a reformation in
this reepact would Le rigbt now with a
Chbristmas but a few weeks abead af us.
The manpner in whicn the day Is to he
observed will be as it bas boen for a
Inng time past unless the reformatory
agency begines at once and at bome. It
ia a responeibllity whiob we owe IO
olviiizatlon, to wcolety, to the rlelns
generation, to Curistianity fteell, to
check I we cannot at once expunge
the vulgar amd all but barbarous-
prantices which prevailon what should
he a day of grace, peace and repese,
List us reform as (o this not indifferent-
1y, but altogether?!

POLITICAL PROPHESYING.

The chairmsn of the Demoerstic
Natlonal committee, Mr.W. F, Harrlty,
has an article in the current number of

the North American Revicw, in wbich
bo foretella the eleciion of Cleveland
and glves the reasous for the faith that
is in bimi. Among tbe indicativns up-
on which Mr. Harrity rclies is the
historical fact that of late years the
drift of public sentiment as sbown by
the electiens for the Houee of Rep-
resentatives midway between those for
the Preridency has been an unerring
forecast of whal was going to take
place two years later. That the con-
tests for the Presldency have so far
resulted In favor o’ the party which
carried the House two years before is
undenfuble, bhut
vedent amountlng t5 a  criterlon
{s spnesther thing altogether, as thsab
gentleman, being an astute politician,
| ought to underatand. If it were other-
wise, aud the people this year kept
pace with thelr-inovement Lwo yeurs
ago, Mr. Hnarrison would not carry
over hall & drzon atater; yel surely no
Democrat i8 so blinded with partirsn
intatuation e to think anytbing of this
kind. Isit pot rather the case that re-
Avcting men on both eldes of the po-
liticnl }ine appreciate the reality that
the outcome is more doubtful now than
it usanlly ie, that it will be so close, in
facl, that 1 few thousund or il may be
hundred votes In New York etate will
determine the ghoice? Un loubtedly,
Agnin, Mr.Harrity being a politioian
hy profession and praolice ought to
know by observation as well as reflee-
tion that s free people in partisan poli-
tics means n more or less fickle people,
# community Intent upon having fts

note of warnlng whicbh is appropriate

tbat this is 2. pre. |
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fellest manner {ts own mpre;‘;"—-—-—-r-
thut when thinge don’t’ go 8oy, mo
right & change of front, rear au':an.ct]g..
flapks iz & thing to be roag bo
looked for. In view of g,gp “t’)nnbl}
tbere car bé no reliable preq Untioy
each case stan 's by itself op 'Blheitlente;
ssme way, ‘The people acted D the
much like an animated avalap v ery
1890; they very nearly swept thghte g
then in power in every brancy I}art}-
government, out af exlugnot ths
tbe popular one, Ce

I}
at lelﬁt
gave the o 1t4 the
ooloess] ) o such ?

msjority over 3
latter were practically po':'rl|elhat thie
did mot show that the PGOpI:f{ Tha
tbe Republican parly epn ma“‘d leit
gono over to the Demooraty ¢, ¢ and
merely mesnt that they wepg cril_.ay;, i
fied with some of the leginlarig 189n s
preceding  Congress angd w.D of thﬁ“
recorded in an unmistakabje wu"ed if
also meant (hat they donst RY. It
times lnok with speclal tavgr u - thege
party baving unopposed mg‘:n any
besdquarters. And thus thd rol u;
the oppreition majority ip th.;y Made
of Representatives big emongh Ousei
phasize that fact, u“d“"ﬂnf:ll to em
with euch & top-heavy pr e

there the other twp br‘;%ohl‘.::lerancg
government would not only beﬁpc:)fwths
er-

iesn (0 enact, purely i

ures, but wouxl)i a-l"aop“[l,lgs.u mer
Il not to some extent aweq by nw“ned
unprecedented uprislng of u,"uh -
ereigne. 1t does not follgw tﬁ aobv.
reason of this they are going to at by
as they began, but rather tbe r g0 on
baving accomplished thaiy b
they can now aflord, apd
prefer, to Aot with prea
tion an:i-l moderation,
they wlll not compl
thnir did two -

3
purpose;
will G uptless
ter censidera:
It may be thst

they wllllmate‘rlal]; re
oratio majority. s reap e

id fact there mre very ?en,:hll));n;'zétr:i?é
wpeakers or papers that deny it,

The vnexpected happens fn poiities
oftener than in any other department
of civilized and’ enlightened iife; an:d 1t
would be otherwise werg Mr f{nrrll)'
o unyone elae able lo emtnbllsi: A gauge
by means of which the people’
forthooming aoction at the uaillot box
oceuld be determined, They will most
uesuredly do aboul anthey please to do,
especislly in thore rtates where tbe
Australian ballot syster prevails, We
may say with reasonable ¢ertainty thit
no artifielal contrivance or ordinary
issue Will chnuge the costomary trend
in some of* the ecvmmonwealths, and
thus we flgure with reasonable cef
tainty tBat Vermont.will go Republ:
cad and Texad Demoorutic. But such
1nformation ia a fuous g non lucendo—
it does not enlighten at all, No human
agency owvn ftell us exsotly or even
approximately how New York wili go
and hprein is the nualeus of the whole
situntion; for the Empire state elector
will vote for the next President bheyond
8 doubt. If Mr, Hurrity’s method
of determining the outcome wert
to be entirely relled upon, w¢
might as  well way ut  onee
that New York will go for Cleveland—
one oconclusion Lel ¢ equivalent &
the other-—and who is there, Dep:o
orat or Republcan, that wotild care W
have a valuable stake,the loss of whlch
could not he replaced, depending upoi
suach an outcome?

Jduce the Demo-

wishes obeyed and reallzipg ino the

It is always eafe to be safe, apd po



